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 Our magnificent Town Hall & Court House was 
designed by Percy Oakden and constructed by William 
Cowland in 1872-3.  The distinctive Victorian Free Classical 
style building is a reflection of the civic pride and community 
confidence of a gold town at the peak of its prosperity and 
still is today. 
 

 Architect Percy Oakden was appointed to produce a 
design for the Town Hall, Borough Offices and Court House 
in late 1871. A grant of £2100 from the Victorian 
Government to the Clunes Borough Council for a court 
house, tied to a 999 year lease, provided sufficient funds to 
construct a substantial civic building. William Cowland’s 
tender of £327 for foundations was accepted and the 
foundation stone was  laid by the Chief Secretary of Victoria, 
Charles Gavan Duffy in April 1872. Tenders were called for 
construction and Crowlands tender of £3458 was accepted 
and Council raised the contract sum by £69 to provide a slate 
roof rather than galvanized iron. The building was officially 
opened on 30th May 1873 by the Governor, Sir George 
Bowen. Final cost of building was calculated at £5314. 
 

 The Supper Room we believe was the former Bible 
Christian Church, erected elsewhere and relocated at an 
unknown date. 
 

 The design was for a symmetrical building, with the 
Borough offices and Police Court flanking the two storied 
central halls. The Police Court consists of court room, 
barrister’s office and holding cell on the lower level and 
clerks’ and magistrate’s offices on an upper level. The main 
Hall is of particular note, with its decorative ceiling, lunette 
windows and stage.  
 

 The Town Hall was the centre of social functions for 
nearly a century, just like today, and in 1916 modifications 
was made, such as the stage to include proscenium arch, 
backdrops and curtain painted by Richard Ford. 
 

 The building was a symbolic centre for community 
loyalty and sense of belonging, evidenced by the large World 
War 1 memorial on the wall which consists of the painted 
rising sun by Richard Ford and originally a collection of 152 
individual photographs hung  along the whole length of the 
wall of local servicemen and women. 
 

 In 1965 with the amalgamation of the Borough of 
Clunes and the Shire of Talbot, the Town Hall’s central role 
in local government was significantly reduced. Meanwhile, in 
1982, the Government revoked the appointment of the Clunes 
Court House during a period of rationalisation court facilities. 
   

 We now move on 147 years and restoring the 1873 
Town Hall to its original grandeur will not only preserve the 
historic building but will enable full community use to be 
reinstated. The Town Hall is used extensively with events 
like Booktown, private functions, Community Dinners, 
Wesley College for curriculum, history and drama classes 
and more.            Continued on page 2 
 

Clunes Town Hall & Restoration 
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Submissions (incl photograph) welcome, preferably sent 
electronically to the email address above.  Priority given to news 
items and are subject to available space.  Name of group or 
individual will be printed with all items submitted. 
 

News items, notices of meetings, results-up to 3 lines will be listed 
free-of-charge for Clunes social and sporting clubs on the 
COMMUNITY GROUPS page (space permitting). 
 

Display ads are available to community groups at half commercial 
rates. 
 

All material to reach the CTDA by the 10th day of the month. 
 

Note: articles, photographs and ads are not to exceed 2mb in size.  
Hardcopy items can be left at the Clunes Newsagency, Fraser St. 

 
 
 

Produced by the Clunes Tourist and 
Development Association Inc. 

Email address: 
clunesnewsletter@iinet.net 

 

CURRENT ADVERTISING RATES: 
 

Business card size (90mm x 55mm horizontal only) $25 
Quarter page (vertical) $40 
Half page (horizontal) $80 
Full page (vertical) $160 
 

All ads to be supplied ready-made as Word or jpeg files.  No PDFs 
please. 
 

Discounts apply to CTDA members and for multiple month adverts.  
All advertising to be paid in advance of publication.  Ads and 
payment can be made through Jane Lesock at Mt Beckworth Wines, 
Fraser St. 
 

Edited by Jane Lesock.  Layout & copyediting by Kira Annear. 
Administration Support by Megan Jones. 
Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the CTDA, its 
individual members, or its associates. 

Continued from page 1 

 An initial program of restoration works has already been 
completed with structural underpinning of the building and 
further interior Stage A works are now underway to repair the 
brickwork and render where cracking has occurred. This 
includes the rebuilding or stitching of affected walls and 
archways, easing of doors and other minor carpentry repair 
work. The façade will be striped of paint, repaired and 
repainted.  Some roof plumbing will be addressed at this time 
also. 
 

 Stage B scoping has already commenced and will 
include a number of high priority items found needing 
attention during the recent building condition survey.  
Upgraded storm water management, roof plumbing and 
window repairs as well as various court house repairs, are all 
under consideration for Stage B amongst a large list of 
ongoing work the hall requires in the years to come. 
 

 For Stage A Council secured $318,000 funds from 
Regional Development Victoria (RDV) and Hepburn Shire 
are contributing $376,405.58. 

 Total Stage A budget is $694,405.58. 
 

 History and restoration update on Town Hall has been 
provided by Heritage Council Victoria,  Clunes Museum and 
Hepburn Shire Council. All photos supplied by Sam Hattam 
from Hepburn Shire. 
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Great initiative by two of our 
young Clunes “Citizens of the 
Year” 
By Jane Lesock, All photos supplied via Facebook 

 

Lachy Wrigley is our current Young 
Citizen of the Year and also Young 
Citizen of the Year for Hepburn Shire 
and Molly Bedwell was Clunes Young 
Citizen of the Year back in 2014 
followed by being named Young Citizen 
in 2015 for Hepburn Shire Australia Day 
Awards. 
 

Here is their story on a new business venture 
 

 Welcome to our new 
business. We are farmers and 
community members of 
Clunes, Victoria, Australia. A 
town built upon farming and 
then the discovery of gold. In 
fact the first place in Victoria 
to discover gold. The Fawcett 
Family were butchers in 

Smeaton and made their livelihood from supplying local 
miners with locally grown sheep and cattle. From their home 
in Smeaton the family gradually purchased land to fatten 
stock. Six generations later (...soon to be 7) that’s how the 
Fawcetts ended up at Mount Cameron.  

 

 The Wrigley Family also span 
across 3 generations (...soon to be 4 ). 
Where Bob Wrigley purchased land at 
Tourello and Ascot after working in the 
Bank and being a shrewd investor. He 
and Mary then began a family of 
Wrigleys that are household names in 
the community today. Lachy (and now 
Molly) have been growing fat lambs and 
farming spuds for a number of years, all 
the while selling spuds on the side of the 
road. This is another exciting chapter in 

developing a new way to sell their produce directly to the 
community. 

 

Our Facebook platform 
will be the home of 
MyLocalFarmer.direct. 
Offering lambs 3 ways and 
spuds in 2, 5 or 10kg bags. 
The lambs are all 
processed at Hardwicks, 
Kyneton and delivered to 
Greenvale Quality Meats 
in Creswick. They hang 
for 7 days before they are 

beautifully prepared and packaged in cryovac wrapping to 
prolong life in the fridge or ready to be drafted straight into 
the freezer. Lambs can even be picked up directly from the 
store. The team @Greenvale Quality Meats are amazing to 
work with and nothing is too much trouble. 
 

 We are planning to offer 5 full lambs a week and need 
orders in advance. This helps us plan “contact-free” delivery 
or a single destination pickup and ensure the best quality 
lamb for you and your family. Lamb is prepared so we can 
 

offer in three different sizes. Contact free payment is also 
encouraged using PayID and our mobile number 0438 320 
634.  
 

 Thank you for taking the time to read and we look 
forward to sharing our farming journey with you and 
remember " ...nothing beats the freshness of buying your 
meat directly from a farmer." 

Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 9th September 2020 

 

The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the 
Clunes Tourist and Development Association 

Inc. will be held online; Wednesday,  
9 September 2020, 7:30pm via Zoom 

 

Details for how to join and participate in the online meeting 
have been emailed to members, if you do not yet have the 
link and wish to participate in the meeting, please email 
ctda@clunes.org. 
 

The online video call will open early at 7:00pm, 30 minutes 
prior to the meeting, to allow technical troubleshooting for 
any member who may require it. 
 

The CTDA is far more than a committee, the association is 
powered by the ideas, passion and talents of every single 
member. We ask all members to bring what they can as 
together we recover and rebound from COVID-19. 
 

At the AGM, we elect our new committee for the year ahead. 
The committee is responsible for the administration of the 
association, ensuring the rules of the association are 
followed, and creating the platform for our membership to 
fulfil on the goals of the association. 
 

The committee consists of a President, a Vice President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer and general committee members. The 
chair of the AGM will ask for nominations prior to election 
for each of the positions. If administration and organisation is 
your thing, please familiarise yourself with the 
responsibilities and requirements of the position under the 
Model Rules prior to the AGM and self-nominate when the 
call is made. 
 

The Clunes community has a big year ahead of 
us, now is the time for all of us to get involved. 

 

For any questions please contact the Secretary, 
Damien Whitten by email at ctda@clunes.org 

or call 0458 553 200 
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MEDIA RELEASES 
 

3 August 2020 
 

CHANGES TO SERVICE PROVISION 
 

Hepburn Shire Council’s Customer Service points and 
Libraries in Daylesford, Clunes, Trentham and Creswick will 
end face-to-face service from 2pm tomorrow, Tuesday 4 
August 2020.  
 

The return to Stage 3 restrictions in regional Victoria means 
service provision will return to telephone and online only till 
13 September 2020 at this time. 
 

Customers can contact the Customer Service Team to log any 
service requests, queries or make payments. 
 

 Online - Customer Service Requests at 
 www.hepburn.vic.gov.au  
 By Phone - 5348 2306 
 By Email - shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au 
 

The Visitor Information Centres in Daylesford, Creswick, 
Clunes and Trentham and tip shops will also close tomorrow, 
and Council owned facilities and play spaces from 
Wednesday to limit contact between people. 
 

CEO Evan King said the safety of staff and the community is 
paramount. 
 

“We can provide nearly all our customer services via phone 
or online - our staff will be available for requests, payments 
and queries. 
 

“What is clear from the Department of Health and Human 
Services is we need to stay home as much as possible, 
wherever possible. 
 

“Our community is tough, it is resilient and we can get 
through these tough times. 
 

“Our community is also kind and looks our for each other, so 
please check in on friends and family in a safe manner. 
 

“There are support services for anyone who is doing it tough 
- please make contact with them and get the help you or 
someone you know needs. 
 

To stay up to date with Council’s service provision during the 
pandemic and for a list of support services available, visit 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/coronavirus/ and follow 
Hepburn Shire Council on Facebook. 
 

18 August 2020 
 

MANDATORY TRAIINING FOR COUCIL 
CANDIDATES OPENS TODAY 
 

The mandatory training course for all people thinking of 
standing for Council this year opens today. 
 

The online Local Government Candidate Training, developed 
and delivered by Local Government Victoria, is mandatory 
for anyone wishing to run for election to council this year. 
 

The course covers vital information all candidates need to 
know about being a councillor, including understanding a 
conflict of interest, a code of conduct and what support is 
available to help you do the role. 
 

Hepburn Shire Council CEO Evan King said Council’s 
website contains all the information prospective candidates 
need. 
 

“We have collated all the important information for someone 
thinking about running for Council and put it in one place to 
make it easy to find. 
 

“There is a lot to take on if you are thinking of running for 
Council and this training will help you fully understand the 
role, the challenges you m ay face and the support you can 
access,” said Mr King. 
 

As a result of the State Government’s new Local Government 
Act 2020, this year is the first time all candidates, including 
serving Councillors, need to complete training before 
nominating to stand for Council. 
 

Visit Council’s Election website at https://
www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/2020-general-elections-hepburn-
shire-council/ 
 

The online training can be accessed at https://
www.localgovernment.vic.gov.au/council-governance/
candidate-training 
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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

5 August 2020 
 

COVID-19 - EXTENSION OF FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT FOR OUR COMMUNITY 
 

The impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is being felt 
globally, and that recent announcements of Stage 4 
restrictions in metropolitan Melbourne, and Stage 3 in 
Regional Victoria, will continue to have even greater impact 
on our community.  Council plays a key role in supporting 
our community during emergencies such as COVID-19.  
While Council operations are being significantly impacted by 
the pandemic, we are continuing to support the community 
and business by providing essential services. 
 

Rates notices will be issued over the next fortnight. We 
understand the financial pressures facing the community, so 
we will be continuing a package of financial relief options for 
residents and businesses. Rates account for over 60% of 
Council’s income and fund the delivery of Council services 
and capital works.  
 

Mayor, Cr Licia Kokocinksi, said we are doing our bit to 
support the community and business during this difficult 
time.   
 

“Council recognises that the financial pressures being felt by 
the community and for this reason we have extending our 
support to the community. One of these important measures 
includes that all ratepayers have the opportunity to apply for 
the deferring of their rates due to hardship, and extension to 
rate payment deadlines.” 
 

“These measures are being put in place whilst also 
maintaining our delivery of important community services, 
our responsibilities as a significant local employer and our 
need to remain financially responsible,” said Cr Licia 
Kokocinski.  
 

Council is also facilitating the creation of a Business 
Response and Recovery Taskforce and a Community 
Recovery Taskforce to develop a recovery action plan and 
help our community rebound from COVID-19. The purpose 
of the taskforces is to act as forums for consultation and the 
provision of feedback and information exchange. They will 
support a coordinated response and approach to activities that 
will support our business and economic recovery.  
Expressions of Interest are now open and can accessed at 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/rebounding-from-covid-19/. 
 

What has Council already put into place to support our 
community and what will continue? 
 

Council will provide all ratepayers with a two-month 
extension on the due dates for the 1st rates instalment, 
now due 30 November 2020. 
 

Council has decided there will be no interest charged on 
outstanding rates balances for the 2019/20 and 2020/2021 

financial year.  This applies to all property types, for 
payments made before 30 January 2021. 
 

Council continues a campaign called “Helping Hepburn”.  
It is designed to let the community and business know 
how we can help them, or alternatively point them in the 
right direction for information on other support services. 
 

We have enacted the emergency clause of our current 
hardship policy, as a result of this, any ratepayers who 
are suffering financial hardship can make an application 
for deferment of payment of rates and charges. This 
applies to all property types- 
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/rates-hardship-form/. 
 

We are processing supplier payments weekly to support 
them with improved cash-flow. 
 

Refund of all permit fees for events and activities that 
have been cancelled or closed as directed by 
Government. 
 

Dedicated COVID-19 business support page on Council's 
website with links to Federal and State Government 
programs (https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/covid-19-
business-information-links/) 
 

Access to dedicated business support officer within 
Council for local businesses to receive individual 
assistance - contact them on 5321 6122 or 5321 6105 or 
email business@hepburn.vic.gov.au. 
 

Council have agreed to assist commercial tenants 
occupying Council buildings.  Council and tenants share 
a common interest in working together, to ensure 
business continuity, and to facilitate the resumption of 
normal trading activities at the end of the COVID-19 
pandemic during a reasonable recovery period and will 
work through with individual tenants. 
 

Council will continue budgeted capital works as 
scheduled to maximise local business and employment 
opportunities. 
 

Waiver of rent for community groups that are occupiers 
of Council buildings and facilities, for 1 April 2020 
through to 30 June 2021. 

 

For additional information on the above initiatives please 
contact Council via: 
 

Online Customer Service Requests – https://
hscsimplicity.knack.com/putting-the-customer-first-
v2#newrequestpublic/ 
 

Phone – 5348 2306 
 

Email – shire@hepburn.vic.gov.au 
 

For the most current information on how Council is 
responding to COVID-19 and how it is supporting the 
community and business, visit www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/
coronavirus.  

https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/rates-hardship-form/
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/covid-19-business-information-links/
https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/covid-19-business-information-links/
mailto:business@hepburn.vic.gov.au
http://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
http://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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Earthmoving or Landscaping need doing? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allan Stacey   10 years 

    Is the man   experience 
 

Allan has all the equipment and experience for these 

tough jobs when the ground gets too rocky, too hard 

and just too big for you 

No job is too small or too big 
 

Site level & clean | Trenching | Post Hole Boring | 
Driveways 

General excavation works & Landscaping 

Allan services Clunes, Ballarat & surrounding areas 

Equipment available: 

5 Tonne Tip Truck | 2 Bobcats (Rubber Track & 
Tyre) 

2 Excavators (2&3 tonne) 
 

Please give Allan a call on 

Mobile 0408 903 870 for a quote 

 

At the Council Meeting on 18.8.2020 it was agreed to extend and renew 
footpaths around Clunes and contract of $185,000 was awarded to 

Ballarat Excavations Transport. 
 

Works are likely to start in September and will take around six weeks.   
 

Hepburn Shire Council will be in touch if works affects your property. 
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Karl Schaefer Mobile:  

0418 508 558 

Email: schaeferant@bigpond.com 

Your digital specialist 
Servicing Clunes & District 

41 Years Experience 
Prompt Service & Expert Advice 
Satellite Installation & Service 

UHF, VHF & FM Antennas 
Free Signal Test & Quotes 
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NOTES FROM THE PAST 
Supplied by the Clunes Museum Research Department 
 

 
MINISTERS AT CLUNES. 

(BY OUR OWN REPORTER). 
Yesterday was a great day at Clunes; it being the 

occasion of the foundation-stone of the new Town Hall 
being laid by the Hon. the Chief Secretary. Mr. Duffy 
and several members of the Ministry reached Clunes 

about noon. There they were met by the mayor and other 
local notabilities including the Clunes Band and the 

Clunes Fire Brigade. Arches were erected, covered with 
boughs and gaily dressed with flags, in Service and 
Bailey streets, and altogether Clunes presented an 

unusually gay appearance. 
 

(Ballarat Courier, Friday, 5 April 1872, p.2) 

 

"This stone was laid by the Hon. 

Charles Gavan Duffy, Chief 

Secretary of Victoria, on 4th 

April, A.D. 1872 " 
 

(Foundation Stone, Clunes Town Hall) 
 
*Editor's note: in the 1870's, the term Chief Secretary, or 
Chief Minister, was widely used in the colony of Victoria for 
what we would always call the position of Premier. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

 

CATHERINE KING MP 
 

Federal Member for Ballarat 
 

 

Standing up 

for the 

Clunes 

Community 
 
 

 

Electorate Office: 
5 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat 3350 
Ph. 5338 8123 
www.catherineking.com.au 
 
Authorised by Catherine King Australia Labor Party 5/9 Sydney Ave Barton ACT 

 

Clunes Booktown  
“Book Clubs Hub” 

 
 

Clunes Booktown got great publicity in The Age on 
20.8.2020 and was one of the top stories news update. 
 

Book Clubs are an important part of lifecycle of the 
book so excited with the work “Book Clubs Hub” are 
doing to map out the clubs around Australia with a 
National survey. The work has never been done before 
so the results will be both interesting and important. 
 

Leslie Falkiner-Rose (Clunes Booktown Board 
Member) had the theory that book clubs seemed under 
recognized yet everyone she knew seemed t get a huge 
amount of joy out of their club and though it would be 
great to get them together in the one online resource to 
help people find one in their local area but to also learn 
more about them. 
 

Now with COVID restrictions, people have more time 
to read and want a distraction so setting you a task to 
choose a new book each month to discuss is just the 
thing. The type of clubs online are varied from food, 
gardening, crime and children’s books. 
 

With lockdown in Victoria Clunes Booktown is still 
working in the background FOR THE LOVE OF 
BOOKS so keep a watch out as they bring you more 
interesting content to us through this “new“ world . 

 

#fortheloveofbooks    #clunesbooktown  
#clunesbooktownfestival  #bookclubshub  
 #booktownonsunday  #booktownonline 
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CLUNES GARDEN CLUB 
 
 
 

Sadly, we are not able to return to our club 
meetings for now, and it may well be some time 

until we can. As you are no doubt aware,  
currently, the law stipulates that we must NOT 

leave our homes for anything outside those 4 
reasons; work, exercise, care giving and 

essential shopping. 
 

Keep those gardens looking good and  
WATCH THIS SPACE 

 

One thing’s for sure though: 
 you can bank on being notified when this 

changes and we can get together again 
 

Don’t forget, in the meantime 
 

Happy Gardening Everyone!! 
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CLUNES MUSEUM 
A HOME FOR YOUR HISTORY 
By James Curzon-Siggers 
 

OF MICE AND MEN 
 

 One of the lessons of history is that the Scottish poet's 
famous lines " The best laid schemes o' Mice an' Men gang 
aft agley" contain a timeless truth. The reintroduction of 
Stage 3 restrictions in regional Victoria has confirmed that. 
At the Museum, the road to reopen has stalled. In July, the 
Council gave a conditional green light to reopening by 
September, initially for members and volunteers only. That 
green light is now on hold until mid- September along with 
the AGM. The Council have met to consider our COVID 
protocols and Council's OHS will be working with us once 
we get the green light.  
 

CLUNES CEMETERY HEADSTONES 
BOOK 1861-2020 

 

 Local resident Peter Spark 
has recently published a book 
that is an essential addition to 
your own Clunes reference 
library. Volume One on the 
Presbyterian Section details all 
the headstones in this section 
with short informative entries 
on each person. It also contains 
a history of the Presbyterian 
Church, the original Hill St. 
cemetery and the general 
cemetery. 
 

 In what is a huge project, 
it is the first of 5 volumes. 
Volume 2 on the Catholic 
section will be out by year's 

end and Volume 3 on the Anglican 
section in early 2021. Methodist and Garden/ Memorial Wall 
Sections thereafter. Volume One is available for the cost of 
printing only. Please email Peter at peterspark44@gmail.com 
or phone 0418110922 to order a copy. There are two 
versions: softcover and hardcover available for $25 and$38 
respectively plus postage or if you live in the Clunes area, 
they can be delivered at no extra cost. 
Peter has done an enormous amount of research and the 
integration of that research with photos, obituaries and death 
notices, original documents and survey plans makes it a book 
which is a pleasure to peruse. It brings alive the stories, 
struggles, tragedies and social history of Clunes since the 
1850's. 
 

BUSH TELEGRAPH IS HISTORY 
 

 The Bush Telegraph of Clunes was a short lived local 
newspaper published in 1994-95. The Telegraph team 
included Ros O'Brien and David Bornstein. Perusing the 5th 
September 1994 edition confirms the old adage that 
journalism is the first draft of history. Along with a front page 
headline "Boil Drinking Water: It's Official", there is an 
editorial protest against the then Shire's proposed car park 
opposite the Town Hall and a report on the bequeathing of the 
Bottle Museum to the Shire by the late Lee Medlyn. As well, 
the purchase of the former Town Hall Hotel by a couple from 
Alphington who plan to reopen it as Clementine's Cafe is 
noted and there is a letter protesting insensitive felling of 
trees along the creek. 

TOMORROW'S HISTORY TODAY 
 

 Just as The Bush Telegraph is a record of Clunes 25 
years ago, this year's reports and news items on the pandemic 
in Clunes will be an important record. Indeed, a dedicated 
team of Museum volunteers have long maintained an 
extensive newspaper clipping archive on all things Clunes 
related which is an invaluable record for researchers and is 
now on a digital database. Taking the initiative, the Facebook 
group Humans of Clunes plans to specifically document the 
thoughts and experiences of locals during this  year's 
pandemic. After publishing the finished product online, it will 
be donated to the Clunes Museum archive. See their 
Facebook page for the details. 
 

POSITION VACANT: PUBLICATIONS 
OFFICER 
 

 Meanwhile  Museum work continues from home offices. 
Dot Keller is doing a sterling job answering research 
enquiries with severely limited resources. As well, the 
Museum team have participated in a webinar on new 
cataloguing software. Preparation for our AGM is underway 
(hopefully September) and along with the election of current 
office bearer positions, we need to appoint a Publications 
Officer. If you're interested in the Museum's work, why not 
get in touch or come to one of meetings or join the Museum. 
Membership details on the website info@clunesmuseum.org 
 

GOOD NEWS STORY 
By John Collins, Customer Relationship Officer, Bendigo Bank 

 As part of its ongoing commitment to local initiatives, 
the Community Bank – Creswick & District is providing 
grants to the recipients listed below. The funds are to support 
COVID-19 safety and preparedness (such as the purchase of 
hand sanitiser), so that each recipient is able to safely 
recommence community groups, meetings, or other planned 
activities. We hope that these grants will help us all to 
become a COVID-19 safe community.  
• Clunes Playgroup Association Inc. - $200 
• First Creswick Scouts Association - $200 
• CFA – Vic - Birch Group of Fire Brigades - $1600 (to 

be equally shared between Creswick, Glen Park, 
Kingston, Kooroocheang, Mollongghip, Newlyn, 
Smeaton, Campbelltown, Clunes & Ullina Fire 
Brigades. 

Photo supplied 

Left to right: Tim Hayes (Board Director of the Community Bank - 
Creswick & District), Cynthia & Craig Drewer (Proprietors of the 
Clunes Newsagency & Bendigo Bank Agency), Justine Humphry & 

Rebecca Clowes (Clunes Playgroup Association Inc.) 

mailto:peterspark44@gmail.com
mailto:info@clunesmuseum.org
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LOCAL A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
All types of electrical work 

Paul Milne 

  0407 857 486 
 

GOLDFIELDS VETERINARY SERVICES 

5 Castlemaine Road Creswick 

Ph: 0343 110 101 
Barbara Henderson BVSc 

Companion and Farm Animals 

Please call for veterinary attention 

Earthmoving contractors 

Bobcat for hire 

Tip truck & 5 tonne excavator 

ALL AREAS 

Driveways - Small Excavations - Horse Arenas - Post 
Hole Borers - Gorse & Light Scrub Clearing 

Contact GEOFF on 0409 958 853 

Anytime Anywhere Earthmoving 

builtt 
builders 

  0418 579 946     Robbie Allen 
        Director 
     rob@builttbuilders.com.au 
 
    www.builttbuilders.com.au 
 

Registered builders licence number 59811 

 

Mick Gray’s Automotive  

Servicing & General repairs, brakes, 

exhausts, Tyres new and repairs 

Located just out of Clunes 

Phone Mick on Mob 0418 142 022 

mailto:rob@builttbuilders.com.au
http://www.builttbuilders.com.au
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Clunes Former Free Library 
By Phil Taig 
 

 All Clunes locals are aware that Clunes is Victoria’s first 
gold town, built on the wealth generated by the extraction of 
literally tons of gold from the surrounding countryside. In 
July 1851 the discovery of gold at Clunes was publicly 
announced in the Geelong Advertiser (which is still being 
published today). When this news reached the Northern 
Hemisphere by sailing boat four months later there was a 
sudden influx of people from dozens of different countries 
sailing to Melbourne, the capital city and major port of the 
new Australian state of Victoria. Two decades later, in 1871, 
the population of Clunes had grown from about six people 
working on a sheep station to a town of over 6000, most 
depending on Mining for their living. 

 

 What is not so 
well known and often 
not appreciated is 
that gradually social 
organisations began 
to be established, 
including (in 1862) a 
Clunes Mechanic’s 
Institute with Rivett 
Henry Bland as 
President. 
 

 By 1872 a new 
Mechanic’s Institute building 

had been erected - the left hand gable in the photo - as well as 
a Librarians residence at the rear. In 1874 the name of the 
organisation was changed to Clunes Free Library and by 

1882 a new wing was added - the right hand gable. The date 
on the facade of the new wing denotes the year when the 
Mechanics Institute changed its name to Free Library. 
 

 The Librarian’s residence has long gone and has been 
replaced by an amenities block in 1969, to provide facilities 
for other organisations wishing to use the building. Note that 
this was 16 years after the Free Library closed its doors in 
1953. 
 

Working Bee during Covid-19 Stage 3 
Restrictions 
 

 Postponed until further notice. However if someone is 
looking for exercise, how about pushing a mower - grass 
cutting on the adjacent reserve is needed. 
 

The CFL Committee 
 

 The August 2020 committee meeting was cancelled due 
to the Covid-19 Stage 3 restrictions, so everything is on hold 
until further notice. 
 

 However, further expansion of the Committee of 
Management is being sought to help with ideas for restoring 
the building using funds that may be offered from benevolent 
sources this year. Please consider coming to the next meeting 
(which looks like being  22nd October 2020 at 7:30) to share 
your thoughts on future developments for the former Free 
Library. 
 

The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme Johnstone and he 
may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at 
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com’  

Photo supplied 
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SPORTS NEWS 
 

Clunes Golf Club 
By Ray Skinner 

 
 As mentioned in my last Article our renovated Heritage 
sign is now on display. Take a drive along Golf Course Road 
and have a look. This sign is now 52 years old. 
 

 July was a successful month for the Club with strong 
Competition and good attendances. 
 

 We were finally able to complete our 2020 Singles 
Matchplay Championship with Karson Osborn-Purser sealing 
victory against Phil Johnston on the 15th hole. 
Congratulations to both finalists. 
 

 Also during the month we succeeded in completing the 
(3) rounds of our Annual Eclectic competition. Andrew Cox 
was the eventual winner after posting a very good second 
round score. 
 

 Work has commenced renewing all tee-bed signs on the 
back nine. Signs will be erected as soon as all painting is 
completed. General maintenance continues around the Course 
with sandscrapes, mowing and rubbish removal the main 
priorities. 
 

Events held during the month as follows: 
 

Sunday 5th. July was our first return to Monthly Medal stroke 
event for several weeks. 
Winner   Ray Skinner   Nett 71 
Runner-up  Lawrie Lees   Nett 75 
 

Sunday 12th. July  was a stroke event and the first round of 
our Eclectic 
Winner on the day Dean Marshall  Nett 68 
Runner-up  Ray Skinner   Nett 70 
 

Sunday 19th. July. Second round of Eclectic / Stroke event 
Winner on the day Andrew Cox   Nett 65 
Runner-up  Karson Osborn-Purser Nett 69 
 

Sunday 26th. July. Final round of Eclectic / Stroke event 
Winner on the day Iain Begg   Nett 66 
Runner-up  Lawrie Lees   Nett 69 
 

As mentioned above, Eclectic winner was Andrew Cox 
 

 Also held during the month was a (2) person Ambrose. 
A lot of fun on the day enjoyed by all and a break from 
serious Stroke competition 
 

Winners Karson Osborn-Purser/Martin Spear Nett 64.5 
Runners-up  Lawrie Lees/Johno Johnston  Nett 69.75 

 Regrettably, at the time of writing this Article we 
entered a new 6 week period of Stage (3) lockdown. By the 
time this Newsletter reaches your letterbox we will be very 
close to finding out whether or not restrictions will be eased. 
It is my sincere hope that everyone has done the right thing 
and we can all look forward to a greater degree of 
freedom.       
 

Photo supplied 

Humans of Clunes - 'A Day in the 
Life' of COVID19 Clunes  

Time Capsule Project 
 

The Humans of Clunes Facebook page is almost 12 
months old and many Clunians – new & old – have shared 
their extraordinary life stories.  
 

This year COVID19 has changed how we live, work and 
play. Humans of Clunes wants to collect and record the 
reflections & thoughts of Clunians of all ages, as we live 
through this very strange time, creating a time capsule for 
future Clunes generations – of life under COVID19, for all 
of Clunes.   
 

Who can be involved? Everyone - yes, that’s you - you are 
invited to provide reflections/comments/snapshots in the 
form of: 
 

• 100 words snippet – a poem, song, eulogy, non-fiction 
• Drawing, painting 

• Photo, photojournalism 
• 2-minute sound bite or film  

• performance, including dance or drama  
  

- about your individual experiences, your feelings and 

thoughts, reflections and ideas…what has affected you 
most? How have you changed & adapted your life? You 
can create something as an individual or as a family 
or community group, business, or friendship group - 
it's up to you! 
 

How to approach it? 

• Take a “Day in the Life” …1st September…to put down 
your thoughts, feelings… 

• Or reflect on the last few months overall and what 
you’ve thought and felt. 

 

Need help? I’ll be in Collins Place every Saturday 10-12 
noon until 26 Sept, weather etc permitting & in 
accordance with COVID19 Stage 3 restrictions, face mask 
& only if you’re passing by. 
 

Or message via Facebook Humans of Clunes – Barbara 
Curzon-Siggers or email b.curzonsiggers2@gmail.com  
 

The final product will be placed on Human of Clunes AND 
will be part of the Clunes Museum collection for future 
Clunian generations. 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS 
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first  Tuesday except January. New 
members most welcome. Contact Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 
or peter.billing@iinet.net.au 
 

Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship- Eucharist for all ages 
11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed by bring & share lunch. All 
welcome. Enq: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 
792 Email : ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & 
funerals.  
 

Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and 
Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm Tuesday afternoons at Clunes 
Football / Netball Club  during school terms.  Call 5345 4078. 
 

Carpet Bowls Indoors at Clunes Senior Citizens Hall. Each Wed and Sat 
from 1.40pm. New members welcome. Come along for a fun afternoon. 
Enq: Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm 3rd Thur of month from 
Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before Show & Thur after. President-John Drife 
Ph. 0427 434 233 ;  Secretary-Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506 
Homecrafts-Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website www.clunesshow.com.au  
 

Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues 7.30pm at the 
Young Farmers club rooms at show grounds. A friendly, social 
environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact Jenny 0400 613 153.  
 

Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 
7.30pm, old SMB building behind Clunes Mechanical   Repairs.  
 

Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am 
and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a working group. Venue: Lunch Room, 
Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857 
 

Clunes Bowling Club: Mark Vorbach 0421422 895 Email 
clunesbowlingclub@outlook.com 
 

Clunes Book Club Enq Karen ph.: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on 
the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL. 
 

Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the 
Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm BYO  lunch + craft projects, all 
crafts + kids welcome. Join Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Facebook group 
for more info. 
 

Clunes Field & Game Enquiries to Eric 5345 3571. 
 

Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath 
Milne 0448 453 665. Email clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.  
 

Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month 
at 7.30pm. The Chairman of the Committee is Graeme Johnstone and he 
may be contacted on 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at 
‘thedukesbb@bigpond.com’. 
 

Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. 
Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For info please contact Secretary Susan 
McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Pam Shackelton 0409 202 636. 
 

Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509  
or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18 holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year 
round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member. 
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition 
days. 
 

Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group. New members always 
welcome. Contact Chris O’Donnell 0408 034 017 or 
cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.  
 

Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins 
Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm, Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-
3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.  
 

Clunes Men’s Shed Open from 10am Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 
the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and friendly space for 
men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.  
 

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in 
the Museum Workshop from 10am each Thursday. Committee meets 
every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at 
the     Warehouse. Enq. The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message 
for Museum. 
 

Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs. 
Printing services, free internet, gallery available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at 
Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 
9-3 Mon-Fri. See our website www.clunesnh.org for more details. 
 

Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & 
their parents/caregivers. Clunes Health Centre Wed 10am-12pm, term 
time. Enq Bec Clowes ph. 0437 497 432 
 

Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@ 
kindergarten.vic.gov.au.  
 

Clunes Probus Club The Combined Probus Club of Clunes is in recess at 
the moment and we will restart the Club activities as soon as we possibly 
can. In the meantime membership inquiries can be directed to the 
Secretary, Ron Thomas, on 5345 3344. 
 

Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to Secretary Mr Lindsay Pritchard on 
mobile 0427 028 556 
 

Clunes Senior Citizens Club Inc Further information from the Secretary, 
Eileen Bradsworth on 5345 4097.  
 

Clunes Tourist & Development Association Monthly meeting held at The 
Warehouse. Everyone welcome from community and business.  Meet 
2nd Thursday each month 7pm at the Warehouse Enq: President Steve 
Hunter on Mob 0400 696 794 or email shunter29@hotmail.com 
 

Clunes Writers' Group meets second Monday of each month except 
public holidays 1.00-3.00pm at Clunes Neighbourhood House (in the 
lunch room) 70 Bailey St, Clunes Contact Patsy 0407 377 610  
 

Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday 
at 10am. 
 

Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival 
and monthly Booktown on Sunday author talks. Volunteers always 
welcome. Enq 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.  
 

Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd 
Monday of the month at the Bottle Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 
10.30am. Visitors are welcome. 
 

Mad Chatters Club meet every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual 
get togethers alternating between Widow Twankeys and Rose and Oak 
cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434. 
 

Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school 
terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq Lana 0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.  
 

Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm Clunes 
Community Health Centre. Enq Georgina 5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 
095. 
 

Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison 
for information. Ph 5345 3060.  
 

Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus) Worship 
services at 11am on 2nd and 4th (Holy Communion) Sundays and last 
Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages. 
Everyone welcome. Enq: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or 
rosemary.carter@internode.on.net 
 

Yoga Classes Clunes Senior Citz every Thursday at 7pm. All levels 
welcome anytime. Enq Lily 0459 138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com, 
www.lilymasonyoga.com 
 

 
 


