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CLUNES

COMMUNITY NEWS
Monthly newsletter of the Clunes Tourist and
Development Association

FEATURED THIS
MONTH !
Clunes Primary 4
Landcare & Waterways 7
Kindness The Cure 12
Creative Clunes 14

Photo Paul Fleckney

THANK YOU CONTRIBUTORS AND ADVERTISERS!
Paul, Kim & Jason
The newsletter team would like to extend a big thank you to our regular contributors and
advertisers, including those who have come on board this year! Without your dedication and
support each month, we wouldn't be able to keep this newsletter going. It's been such a
challenging year for so many and knowing this makes your contributions all the more valuable.
We welcome voices from all corners of our community. If you have news to share or a story to
tell, why not get in touch at newsletter@clunes.org? We'd love to hear from you!
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MARKET UPDATE
Chris Culvenor

CLUNES
COMMUNITY NEWS
Submissions welcome. Please send
articles to the email address below.
Submit text as Word or Pages files
only. Submit photos and ads as .jpg
or .png files. No PDFs.
All material to reach the CTDA by
the 15th day of the month.

Photo supplied

The Clunes Market was held in fine cool conditions
in October and run under state government COVID19 guidelines with QR codes available to all

Editor: Paul Fleckney
Layout & design: Kim McClelland
Advertising: Jason Judd
Distribution: Megan Jones
Produced by Clunes Tourist and
Development Association.
Email: newsletter@clunes.org

visitors. With Melbourne still in lockdown, our
stallholders were well supported by our local
community and rural Victoria.

Opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect those of the
CTDA, its individual members, or its
associates.

Thanks to Jeff Unmack from our local pharmacy for
sponsoring the wood raffle, which again was very
well supported. The lucky winner was Heather
Grant of Clunes with number 26 drawn by
stallholder Marita of Pink Muesli. After entering for
such a long time, congratulations Heather!

Display ads are available to
community groups at half
commercial rates. All advertising to
be paid in advance of publication.

Hepburn Shire will sponsor the wood raffle in
November and Leon Conway "The Drongo and the
Crow" will supply the music. Our stallholders thank
everyone for their continued support. Our next
market is Sunday November 14th from 9am-1pm.

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES
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CLUNES COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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CLUNES PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Sonia Jardine

Photo supplied

Photo supplied
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BOOM SHORLISTED FOR
MAINSTREET AWARDS
Clunes Neighbourhood House
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CLUNES LANDCARE &
WATERWAYS GROUP
Chris O'Donnell

Recently we’ve been told
there’s an echidna on the
creek bank in Queens Park
and we have nesting
corellas near the picnic
tables.

Photo Paul Fleckney
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FREE LENDING
LIBRARY
Phil Taig
New CFL Chairperson
Denise Fordham has been elected to lead the
Committee of Management (COM) for the
next three years. Denise moved to Clunes in
2016 with husband Daniel after they fell in
love with the area. Now with two little boys
in tow, Denise is looking forward to
becoming an active part of the community
and bringing attention to the Former Free
Library. Denise has been a member of the
COM for the past year. Working as a
construction project manager, she
understands the love the building needs to
bring it to a more functional state and is
excited about the building's future.
The COM extends their thanks to Graeme
Johnstone who has served as Chairperson for
the last three years. Under his leadership,
the CFL has been extensively refurbished
including being fully weatherproofed,
electronic security added, and a new kitchen
installed.

Five metre high single course brick wall has a collapsed
foundation. Photo supplied

Residency
From now until December 13th, Dr Thembi
Soddell will be in residence at the CFL
reworking their sound installation ‘Held
Down, Expanding” to improve functionality,
wheelchair accessibility and COVID safety.
Previously, Thembi has presented this event
at MONA FOMA in Hobart, Tasmania, and at
Red Door Gallery, Clunes as part of Clunes
Booktown Festival. 'Held Down, Expanding'
is a reflection on the non-verbal, sensory
experience of perceptual disorientation
caused by trauma and its manifestation as
symptoms typecast as mental disturbance.
DELWP Dilemma
Readers may recall from last month's column
our ongoing issues with DELWP demanding
the COM pays for utility bills. Discussion
with the Ballarat DELWP office has led
nowhere. The COM has now written to
DELWP's Chief Operating Officer in
Melbourne regarding this iniquitous impost
and to inform him the COM has raised and
spent $30,000 in the last three years on
improvements and continues to cover the
$100 cost each time for grass cutting and
garden maintenance. Unless DELWP’s
attitude changes, the COM may have to
disband and hand back the CFL resulting in
its closure and eventual demolition by
neglect as has occurred in the past (photo).
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FROM THE POLICE DESK
Simon Barker

WHAT'S ON ATTITUDE NOVEMBER
Clunes Neighbourhood House

Like any another township,
you are the eyes and ears of
the community.
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TOWN GETS BEHIND
TRADERS
Clunes Neighbourhood House

“Loaning the pub our
outdoor heaters is our way
of showing our appreciation
for all they do, and telling
them we’ve got their back.”

"The weather at night is not
always on our side and people
have been hesitant to book or
have cancelled with short
notice.”

KINDNESS THE CURE
FOR SOCIAL STIGMA
Clunes Neighbourhood House
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And you have the power to
stop it with a little kindness.
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CREATIVE
CLUNES
Ember Parkin
Let’s face it. The last year-and-a-half has
been tough. We all know why. If I hear the
word ‘pivot’ another time, I think I might let
out a primal scream. But… our
psychologists tell us to acknowledge the
things that we're grateful for – and there are
quite a few. Here are a few relevant to
Creative Clunes.

Suzi Cordell Creative Producer
We are also thrilled to welcome Suzi Cordell
to our team as Creative Producer. Many of
you will know Suzi from our Turn the Page
Festival in May this year. Suzi has enjoyed a
lifelong passion for the arts, cultural and
creative industries, and education. Their task
is to look at how we build on the strengths
and successes of Clunes Booktown Festival
while adapting to a world amid a global
pandemic. Please join us in welcoming them
to the team.
These are strange and, for some, lonely times

New CEO/CFO
Creative Clunes is delighted to welcome Sue
Beal and Jon Hawkes to our team as joint
CEO/CFO in a job-share role.

with so many isolated – even while we are
also in it together. We might be grateful for
what is about to come; but we might also
need to feel our more negative feelings. We
could probably do with a massive collective
outpouring of our grief, our despondency, our

Sue, as CEO will bring her experience from
over thirty years of program and event
production and management, performing arts
venue establishment and management, and
community relations experience. Jon,
sometime circus strongman and juggler,

rage, and our confusions. Through story,
through creativity and culture, we can
process our present, connect back with joy,
and find ways to keep on connecting.
Now more than ever we need ways to care for
ourselves, our environment, and each other.

underground press editor, lighthouse keeper
and bookseller, as CFO will look after the
finances at Creative Clunes. Together they
bring a vast amount of experience in arts
management, cultural programming and
community development, and we're keen to
harness and learn from the wealth of
experience they will bring to Creative
Clunes.

Take care,
Dr Ember Parkin
Chair, Creative Clunes
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CLUNES GARDENING CLUB

Creswick Garden Club Flower &
Home Craft Show - Nov 6th & 7th.

Sue McVeigh

Creswick Town Hall. For further
information, ring Pam Lockhart on
5331 7426.

November’s meeting is suspended due to
COVID-19 requirements, which have been
very difficult to manoeuvre this year.
However, we can happily look forward to
our 6th December get-together in the run
up to Christmas. Please ring me on 0400
557 434 for details if you have missed
previous notifications.
Look out for the following events taking
place throughout Victoria in the coming
months:
Gardens 'Embracing Change' – the
16th Biennial Castlemaine & District
Festival of Gardens, 29th Oct to 7th
Nov. For further information, go to:
www.festivalofgardens.org.
The Bromeliad Show - Moorabbin.
Nov 13th and 14th. For further
information, go to:
bromsoc@gmail.com.
City of Monash – Open Gardens Saturday 6th Nov 10am – 4pm. For
further information, go to:
waverleygardenclub.com.
Succulents & Cacti Show - Saturday
6th & Sunday 7th Nov. For further
information, go to:
www.cssaustralia.org.au or
enquiries@cssaustralia.org.au.

Yea & District Open Gardens - 6th
& 7th Nov. For further information,
go to: www.yearotary.org.au.
Something to leave you with: As plants
come back to life in spring, so do the
pests, and they need to be dealt with
quickly. Go for a walk each morning and
check any new growth for aphids, thrips
and caterpillars. You can squish
offenders with your fingers and/or use
the appropriate pesticide.
Happy Gardening folks!
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email
us!

OUT OF RANGE
A story by Paul Fleckney

I take the afternoon off and head to the
forest. Bush solitude isn't hard to find on a
cloudy weekday during a pandemic, even on

No," I say, taken aback. "No, I'm not."

a trail like this one that skirts the backs of
hobby farms, permaculture gardens, and
thousand-dollar-a-night villas.

Melbourne."

As I climb deeper into the trees and scrub,
the wind drops and and I leave the rumble of
highway noise behind. A kookaburra laughs;
a wallaby's foot thumps the forest floor; the
cockatoos screech like children at recess.

"What?"

Outside a house with a rocking chair on the

The man walks on. "Hope you're not from

"Don't be an idiot*, mate!" I say.

"Don't be an idiot," I say. "You're making
assumptions about me based on how I look."
Clearly not expecting a comeback, he pauses,
walks on further, then stops. "We've had too

verandah, the owner has put out a jerry can
and beakers on a stool with a 'free water'
sign hanging from the tap. Later, I collect
six lemons from a half-barrel by a front door
and stuff them into my backpack.

many Melbourne people up here," he says.

Emerging onto a bitumen road lined with
houses and cars, my phone pings. A message
from a locked down colleague in Melbourne.
I'm back in range. The sun is slowly slipping
behind the mountain.

Back at my car, I call my colleague. "Send
me a photo!" he says when I tell him where
I've been. I send him three: one of an echidna
and two of treetops against blue sky.

A man approaches.

"Idiot," I say a third time and walk away,
feeling chuffed and dismayed in equal
measure. The sun has now gone and it's cold.

"Thanks, Paul," he texts back. "Great to see a
horizon!"

"G'day," I say.
"G'day." He passes, then stops. "You're not
from Melbourne are you?" He says the word

*I may have actually used a slightly different
word to address this gentleman. Feel free to
use your imagination. I'm happy to say this

'Melbourne' like it's a disease.

encounter did not occur in Clunes.
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Community Groups
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New members most welcome. Contact
Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 or peter.billing@iinet.net.au.
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship: Eucharist for all ages 10am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed
by bring & share lunch. All welcome. Enq.: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 792 Email:
ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & funerals.
Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm
Tuesday afternoons at Clunes Football / Netball Club during school terms. Call 5345 4078.
Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm on 3rd Thur of month from Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before
Show & Thur after. President: Jenny Redpath Ph. 0400 613 153; Secretary: Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506;
Homecrafts: Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website: www.clunesshow.com.au.
Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues, 7.30pm at the Young Farmers club rooms at Show
Grounds. A friendly, social environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact: Jenny 0400 613 153.
Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 7.30pm, old SMB building.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a
working group. Venue: Attitude, 25 Fraser St. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857.
Clunes Bowling Club Social Bowls every Wednesday, 6pm arrival for a 6:30pm start. Contact Josh Polson 0417
300 969 or polsy1031@yahoo.com.au.
Clunes Book Club Enq.: Karen: 5345 3703. Meets 7:30pm on the 3rd Mon of the month at the Bowling Club.
Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm
BYO lunch + craft projects, all crafts + kids welcome.
Clunes Field & Game Enq.: Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq.: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath Milne 0448 453 665,
www.clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.
Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Enq.: Graeme Johnstone
(Chairman of the Committee) 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at thedukesbb@bigpond.com.
Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Mon of the month at 10.15am at Attitude. Outing days meet at 9.15am.
For info, please contact Secretary Susan McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Deirdre Krausgrill 0425 707 972.
Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509 or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18
holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member.
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition days.
Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group New members always welcome. Contact: Chris O’Donnell 0408 034
017 or cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.
Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm,
Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.
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Community Groups
Clunes Men’s Shed Open 10am-12pm Mon, Wed & Fri at the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and
friendly space for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq.: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.
Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in the Museum Workshop from 10am
each Thursday. Committee meets every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at the
Warehouse. Enq.: The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs, printing services, free internet, gallery
available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 9-3
Mon-Fri. Website: www.clunesnh.org.
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq.: 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
Clunes Reconciliation Group Enq. Pat Hockey 0457 463 971 or pat@breaze.org.au.
Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to the Secretary, Mr Lindsay Pritchard, on 0427 028 556.
Clunes Tourist & Development Association During COVID, meetings will be held online. Contact President
Darrel Dreiberg on 0412 513 068 or Secretary Damien Whitten on 0458 553 200 for enquiries.
Clunes Trekkers Regular weekly town walks for any fitness level. Varied bush walks for medium to
experienced walkers. Contact: Lois Nichols on 0467 331 136.
Clunes Writers' Group Meets on the second Monday of the month (including public holidays), at Attitude on
the corner of Fraser and Templeton Streets from 1pm -3pm. For further information contact Patsy Skinner on
0407 377 610.
Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday at 10am.
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival and monthly Booktown on Sunday
author talks. Volunteers always welcome. Enquiries: 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Bottle
Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.
Mad Chatters Club Meets every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual get togethers alternating between
C2 and Rose & Oak cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq.: Lana
0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.
Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm, Clunes Community Health Centre. Enq.: Georgina
5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 095.
Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison for information on 5345 3060.
Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus). Worship services at 11am on 2nd and 4th
(Holy Communion) Sundays and last Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages.
Everyone welcome. Enq.: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or rosemary.carter@internode.on.net.
Yoga Classes At Clunes Attitude every Tuesday 7pm, and Chair Yoga Friday 11.30am. All levels welcome. Enq:
Lily 0459 138 797 or lilymason75@gmail.com or www.lilymasonyoga.com.
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NEWS FROM
COUNCIL

Youth Census!

Hepburn Shire Council

Council in partnership with Youth Gurus
have launched the Hepburn Shire Youth
Census to give people aged between 10 and

Guidelines endorsed for nature strips,
firewood collection and salvaging

25 a voice in what happens next in our Shire
to better serve young people living, working,
studying or playing in our communities.

Council has endorsed the Local Law No.2
Guidelines, which govern planting on nature
strips, firewood collection and salvaging at
transfer stations. Council formed three
separate community reference groups and
held three facilitated sessions for each group
to understand the views of the community.
The guidelines for planting on nature strips
have established a clear set of rules which
provide two main options for planting in

The Census is one of many activities to help
Council develop a new Youth Strategy.
“There will be different engagement
activities to help gather feedback from our
young people, including a youth led codesign group, school pop ups, online Youth
Census, online community youth pop up
sessions and collaborative stakeholder
workshops," said Cr. Hewitt.
The Youth Census will remain open until 5

both residential and rural areas. Planting
options range from natives through to edible
gardens. This guideline is not retrospective,
but relates to vegetation planted from now.
The salvaging guidelines focus on improving
accessibility to Council’s waste transfer

November 2021. Census results and
outcomes will be publicly available at
www.hepburnshireyouthcensus.com.au.

station goods and how best to reuse and
repurpose these goods and materials. The
firewood collection guidelines seek to
protect biodiversity, community safety and
allow for collection of firewood in Council
designated areas.

Council has joined a growing number of
public libraries around the world removing
library fines for overdue returns. From
Monday 18 October, Hepburn Libraries will
no longer impose fees for late returns, and
instead simply limit members' borrowing

Council scraps library fines

until items are returned.
“The guidelines ... are strong and include
most of the community wish list, while
providing clarity on what is permitted on
Council land,” said Mayor, Cr Leslie Hewitt.
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