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MARKET RELAUNCH SUCCESS
Jason Judd
The weather was in fine form for our March relaunch; a cool and sunny day greeted over 30 stallholders
and 1,000 attendees at a lively, fun and prosperous Market. Local musicians Adrian Lutze & Doug
Jeffreys kept the mood upbeat while shoppers enjoyed a mix of returning stallholders and first-time
vendors, including Bendigo Brittle, Goulburn Valley Produce and Mr. Squidgy's blue food truck.
The Wood Raffle was once again a roaring success, with over 200 entries. Sponsored by Matt and Dee at
the Clunes Caravan Park, this month’s lucky winner has taken home a trailer-load of wood to keep the
approaching winter chills away. (Cont. pg. 2)
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Cont. from pg.1
The market is only made possible by the tireless efforts
of our volunteers. Extra special thanks go to Chris
Culvenor for organising an amazing range of Farmers
Market traders and the Market committee including
Debra Knight from Misty Blue on Fraser, CTDA
secretary Damien Whitten, Graeme Grigson of Gs Bees
Honey, Cr Tessa Halliday and Shayna Williams.
Furthermore, the day could not have run so smoothly
without assistance from Catherine Nicholas, David &
Fiona Shields, CTDA president Darrel Drieberg and
CTDA committee member Susan Stirling.
We can’t wait to see everybody again at our next
market – Sunday 11th April from 9am.
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CLUNES COMMUNITY CALENDAR

BUDGET CUTS IMPACT CLUNES
Maria Abate

Hepburn Shire Council has resolved to defer and cancel a number of projects as part of its mid-year Budget
review. Given the financial impact of COVID-19, Councils cash position, changing Council priorities and
the increasing number of projects being carried forward, Council undertook a detailed review of current
projects to ensure its long term financial sustainability.
“Council wants to deliver projects in a timely way, but we can’t when the list of projects continues to grow,
and resources are stretched," Mayor, Cr Lesley Hewitt, said. "We have a responsibility to the community to
consider the long-term financial viability of the organisation so that we can deliver on outcomes of the
Hepburn Together project."
Deferred projects relevant to Clunes include the Lee Medlyn building condition upgrade ($246,557), Road
Rehab for Clunes-Mt Cameron Rd ($237,840) and the Clunes Walkability Plan Implementation ($20,000).
For a full list of impacted projects visit https://www.hepburn.vic.gov.au/minutes-agendas/.
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BOOKTOWN 2021
Ember Parkin
Throughout May, Clunes Booktown turns a page
celebrating books and writing in a new festival
format. The Creative Clunes team has prepared a
special and intimate program of events, which allows
the visitor to slow down and experience the wonder
of words within our beloved township of Clunes.
The specially curated month-long event will see
three mini festivals take place on the first, third and
fifth weekend in May:
1-2 May Booklovers' weekend – a series of
author talks and panel discussions.
15-16 May Building writers’ skills with talks in
the Town Hall and participatory workshops in
other venues. These will cover many aspects of
book creation and the book industry.
29-30 May Book Clubs weekend.
All events are ticketed and will take place indoors.
The full program will be announced late March.
Volunteers are at the heart of Clunes Booktown and
our events would not be able to take place without
the extraordinary work and passion from our
community. To register your interest as a volunteer
visit http://www.clunesbooktown.com.au, or come
say hello and sign up at the April Clunes Market or
Greengrocer.
We are very grateful to Creative Victoria for their
support to put on a smaller-scale festival in 2021.
Whereas the booksellers will not return to the main
street this year, we will have plenty of safe and
vibrant activities for all lovers of books.

MISSING YOUR MARCH
NEWSLETTER?
We're sorry to say that the March issue has
had an Australia Post issue. The team at the
local Clunes Post Office are working really
hard to help us sort this out with AusPost
and the new postal contractors - in the
meantime, you can download it from our
website: https://clunes.org/newsletter.
Your newsletter team
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FREE LENDING
LIBRARY
Phil Taig

Photo supplied.

Clunes Free Library
Clunes residents may be familiar with the
many historic buildings and structures
around town, but perhaps may not be aware
that in outlying areas there are also places
of historic interest such as farm
homesteads, bridges, hotels, mullock heaps
and steam boiler houses. This goldfield
heritage must be preserved because it
provides a link to the past and shows
evidence of how early settlers lived. If
allowed to crumble and decay, the cultural
significance of such places will be lost
forever.
Several buildings of historical interest have
recently been renovated or are being
renovated in Clunes, including:
Clunes Railway Station - by VicRail
Wesley College’s Bluestone Church - by
Wesley College
Keebles of Clunes, the former Telegraph
Hotel - by private owner
Clunes Town Hall - by Hepburn Shire

Clunes Powder Magazine - by
private owner
St Aquinas Catholic Church - by
private owner
Clunes Former Free Library owned by the State Department of
the Environment, Land, Planning
and Water (DELWP) and being
renovated by concerned citizens
who have formed a Committee of
Management (COM)
The COM has prudently used its
available funds to renovate one half of
the Clunes Free Library, but needs
further financial support to cover the
cost of replacing a rickety internal
brick wall. In their Conservation
Management Plan, RBA Architects
identified several major stakeholders
including the Hugh Williamson
Foundation, Federation University
Australia, Hepburn Shire Council,
National Trust of Australia and you, the
Clunes community.
In the coming months, the COM will
contact these and other stakeholders
to support our ongoing renovation in
the hope of avoiding demolition by
neglect of our iconic Former Free
Library.
Interested in what the future holds for
the Clunes Free Library? We hold
meetings every fourth Thursday at
7:30pm. The next meeting is Thursday
April 22. Why not come along? Or
contact Graeme Johnstone on 0427 534
532 or at thedukesbb@bigpond.com.
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GET ACTIVE SPORT
VOUCHERS
Lisa Carey

Photo Markus Spiske

VOUCHERS TO GIVE KIDS IN WESTERN
VICTORIA A SPORTING CHANCE
The Victorian State Government is
encouraging eligible families to take advantage
of the $21 million Get Active Kids Voucher
Program, which is rolling out up to 100,000
vouchers worth up to $200 each across four
rounds from 1 March 2021.
A Victorian first, the program provides sport
vouchers to help kids from Victorian families
with the cost of membership and registration
fees, sports equipment and uniforms. To be
eligible, kids need to be 4 to 18 years old, a
Victorian resident, named on a current
Australian Government Health Care Card or
Pensioner Concession Card and also named
on a valid Australian Government Medicare
Card at the time of application.
The program also supports sport clubs and
active recreation providers to broaden their
memberships, and provide additional revenue
to help recover from the impacts of COVID-19.
“Grassroots sports clubs are the heart and

soul of our community bringing people
together and creating healthier, happier
and more united communities, and our
vulnerable kids deserve to be a part of
this,” says Ms Jaala Pulford, Labor
Member for Western Victoria.
The Get Active Kids Voucher Program is
part of the Get Active Victoria initiative,
helping families to move more, every day,
with ideas and tools to motivate and
support people to be more active such as
guided workout videos, articles and a free
activity tracker. Get Active Victoria has
something for everyone regardless of their
level of activity or fitness.
Applications for vouchers in round one
close 11 April 2021. To apply online or for
more information about the program visit
https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/.
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CLUNES GARDENING CLUB
Sue McVeigh
Clunes Museum Research Department
Hi All!! We feel very encouraged by the number of Clunes
gardeners who are joining us this year. 25 people attended
our peek into the world of ‘Permaculture" right here in
Clunes, on the 1st of March. It was amazing to see what
can be done with a limited budget and tons of
determination and energy, creating a garden with lots of
trees and greenery, but also kind to the earth, providing
food to reduce living costs and simply to be enjoyed!
Our next event is Monday the 5th of April at The
Warehouse, with guest Speaker, Mr Bill Morrison of the
Ballarat Cacti and Succulent Society. It is a 10.15am
arrival ready for a 10.30am start, open to all who wish to
come with a $2.50 donation for entry.Then on the 3rd May,
join us for a guided tour of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens.
Autumn has arrived! Our summer was the coolest on
record since 2010/11 according to BOM. This was caused
by a La Niña weather pattern, which brings slightly cooler
temperatures and increased rainfall.
Tips for Autumn Gardening: Autumn is a good time to
get into the garden with cooler days but the soil remains
relatively warm from summer – a great time for planting!
Now is the time to:
- Fertilise your lawn to protect it through winter
- Mulch your garden beds to keep down weeds and add
nutrients to the soil
- Prune fruit trees to improve health and appearance
- Plant your bulbs to ensure their spring beauty!
- Make your own compost using autumn leaves
- Plant flowers: alyssum, cineraria, cyclamen, marigolds,
lobelia, poppies, lupin, pansies, snap dragons & viola.
- Plant vegetables: bok choy, broccoli, carrots, cauliflower,
coriander, leeks, parsnip, onion, silverbeet & snow peas.
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CLUNES GOLF CLUB
Ray Skinner
As we head into Autumn, we've had some good rains on the Course and the fairways should green up
fairly quickly. Hopefully the lime/gypsum mix we applied should improve our grass.
February proved to be a somewhat quieter month. The snap 5-day lockdown slowed our momentum and
delayed our Hawaiian night. Thursday night golf has continued with good attendance. The "Ferals" will
return to a Friday morning time from April onwards. Our first event for February was our
Stroke/Monthly Medal and what a memorable day for our Club "Junior" Damon Rowe. Damon drove
260 metres off the blue markers on the par 4 10th hole missing a hole-in-one by 12 inches. He duly
sank his eagle putt. The day didn't end there, he ended taking home the Monthly Medal with a fine Nett
68 and won the Eagle's nest and Magpie ball for his brilliant effort on the 10th. To finish off a great
day he then raced off to Ballarat Hospital to take home his newborn son "Dawson" for the very first
time. What a day!! Congratulations, Damo!
Congratulations too to all our February winners and runners-up: Dean Marshall, Karson Osborn-Purser,
Gerard Giltinan, Rob Dean, John Young, Ian Rowland, Graeme Rowland, Graeme Johnstone, John
Johnston, Andrew Cox, Les Lockie, Ray Skinner and Mick Howard.
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CLUNES MUSEUM
James Curzon-Siggers
YOUR REOPENED MUSEUM THANKS YOU
Having survived the pandemic—and the
flooding of the iconic Laura Hudson Parlour in
late January— the Museum is now welcoming
visitors back to its Permanent Exhibition. All
the familiar pandemic safety measures are in
place. Thanks to all those who responded to
our Facebook callout in January to help with
cleaning and checking the exhibits. It wouldn’t
have happened without you and the
leadership of our Museum curator, Dot Keller.

Photo supplied.

BRINGING B-P BACK HOME
Now the Museum has fully reopened, it’s time to make up for a lost year. A priority project is
bringing back Baden-Powell (aka the Clunes Cannon) to his rightful home. Victoria’s Defence
department donated the cannon to Clunes Borough Council in 1898 for 'public
ornamentation purposes'. As part of the Warehouse Redevelopment, it’s been on loan since
2012 and currently is on display at the Seaworks Maritime Museum in Williamstown.
Finding a new home for the Cannon has proved difficult. This was the case also in 1898
when, initially, the gifted cannon 'languished' in the ‘cold shades’ of the Town Hall backyard
and was mocked as a ‘municipal white elephant’ by the Clunes Guardian and Gazette. They
called on the Borough to place it in ‘such a position as to answer the purposes for which, in
Clunes, it was designed’. The Borough responded to the critics and less than two years later,
they installed the cannon at the ‘Rocks’ (likely located close to the present-day lookout on
Scenic Drive) where it remained for over forty years.
On Wednesday 6 June, 1900, during the Boer War, the news arrived in Clunes that the British
army had occupied Pretoria. In a 'patriotic outburst’, ‘the fire bell was rung, rifle volleys were
fired [and] also 3 or 4 shots from the big gun on the “rocks”.’ Later, after celebrations at the
Town Hall, the crowd ‘wound its way to the “Rocks” to witness the christening of the cannon’,
named Major-General Baden-Powell in honour of the British commander at Mafeking. (More
on Baden-Powell’s colourful contribution to Clunes history in forthcoming columns.)
After considering new homes for B-P, including a return to the “Rocks”, the preferred option
is now Collins Place and we’re seeking Council support for the relocation.
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Community Groups
All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New members most welcome. Contact
Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 or peter.billing@iinet.net.au.
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship: Eucharist for all ages 11am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed
by bring & share lunch. All welcome. Enq.: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 792 Email:
ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & funerals.
Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm
Tuesday afternoons at Clunes Football / Netball Club during school terms. Call 5345 4078.
Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm on 3rd Thur of month from Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before
Show & Thur after. President: John Drife Ph. 0427 434 233; Secretary: Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506;
Homecrafts: Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website: www.clunesshow.com.au.
Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues, 7.30pm at the Young Farmers club rooms at Show
Grounds. A friendly, social environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact: Jenny 0400 613 153.
Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 7.30pm, old SMB building.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a
working group. Venue: Lunch Room, Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857.
Clunes Bowling Club Social Bowls every Wednesday, 6pm arrival for a 6:30pm start. Contact Josh Polson 0417
300 969 or polsy1031@yahoo.com.au.
Clunes Book Club Enq.: Karen: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL.
Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm
BYO lunch + craft projects, all crafts + kids welcome.
Clunes Field & Game Enq.: Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq.: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath Milne 0448 453 665,
www.clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.
Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Enq.: Graeme Johnstone
(Chairman of the Committee) 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at thedukesbb@bigpond.com.
Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For
info, please contact Secretary Susan McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Deirdre Krausgrill 0425 707 972.
Clunes Golf Club Inc 18 hole Course, sandscrapes, par 70, all-year-round play. Thursday night beginners ‘feral
golf’ kicks off at 5pm, Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509 / 5345 3499.
Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group New members always welcome. Contact: Chris O’Donnell 0408 034
017 or cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.
Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm,
Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.
Clunes Men’s Shed Open 10am-12pm Mon, Wed & Fri at the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and
friendly space for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq.: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.
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Community Groups
Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in the Museum Workshop from 10am
each Thursday. Committee meets every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at the
Warehouse. Enq.: The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs, printing services, free internet, gallery
available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 9-3
Mon-Fri. Website: www.clunesnh.org.
Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & their parents/caregivers. Clunes
Health Centre, Wed 10am-12pm, term time. Enq.: Bec Clowes 0437 497 432.
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq.: 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
Clunes Probus Club The Combined Probus Club of Clunes is in recess at the moment. We will restart the Club
activities as soon as we possibly can. In the meantime, contact the Secretary, Ron Thomas, on 5345 3344.
Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to the Secretary, Mr Lindsay Pritchard, on 0427 028 556.
Clunes Tourist & Development Association During COVID, meetings will be held online. Contact President
Darrel Dreiberg on 0412 513 068 or Secretary Damien Whitten on 0458 553 200 for enquiries.
Clunes Trekkers Regular weekly town walks for any fitness level. Varied bush walks for medium to
experienced walkers. Contact: Lois Nicholls on 0467 331 136.
Clunes Writers' Group Meets on the second Monday of the month (including public holidays), at the Senior
Citizens building on the corner of Fraser and Templeton Streets from 1pm -3pm. For further information
contact Patsy Skinner on 0407 377 610.
Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday at 10am.
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival and monthly Booktown on Sunday
author talks. Volunteers always welcome. Enquiries: 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Bottle
Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.
Mad Chatters Club Meets every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual get togethers alternating between
Widow Twankeys and Rose & Oak cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq.: Lana
0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.
Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm, Clunes Community Health Centre. Enq.: Georgina
5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 095.
Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison for information on 5345 3060.
Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus). Worship services at 11am on 2nd and 4th
(Holy Communion) Sundays and last Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages.
Everyone welcome. Enq.: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or rosemary.carter@internode.on.net.
Yoga Classes Clunes Senior Citizens every Thursday at 7pm. All levels welcome anytime. Enquiries: Lily 0459
138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com, www.lilymasonyoga.com
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DON'T MISS THE BUS!
Richard Gilbert
Bus and train times at Clunes have changed with the recently completed rail upgrades
to the Ballarat line. You can buy V/Line tickets in advance of travel at Clunes IGA.
The major alteration is to the morning V/Line bus from Clunes to Ballarat. This now
leaves Clunes Station at 8.12am and the Town Bus Stop at 8.14am and runs Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

