CLUNES

COMMUNITY NEWS
FEATURED THIS
MONTH !

WINTER COSY

JUNE 2021 | FREE | PAGE 2

MARKET UPDATE

CLUNES
COMMUNITY
NEWS
Submissions welcome. Please send
articles to the email address below.
Submit text as Word or Pages files
only. Submit photos and ads as .jpg
or .png files. No PDFs.
All material to reach the CTDA by
the 15th day of the month.
Photo supplied.

Editor: Paul Fleckney
Layout & design: Kim McClelland

A perfect day for Mother's Day greeted a big crowd
at the Market in May. The wood raffle was again
tremendously well supported, sponsored by Dianne
Hill from our local IGA. Number 13 proved a lucky
number for the winner, Dorothy Russell from the
Clunes Caravan Park. Dorothy is another first time
winner drawn by Stallholder Michael O'Hara of
Peerick Wines, Warrenmang. See you at the next
market, June 13th!

Advertising: Jason Judd
Distribution: Megan Jones
Produced by Clunes Tourist and
Development Association
Email: newsletter@clunes.org
Opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect those of the
CTDA, its individual members, or its
associates.
Display ads are available to
community groups at half
commercial rates. All advertising to
be paid in advance of publication.
MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES
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CLUNES COMMUNITY CALENDAR

THANK YOU FROM
THE WIDOW TWANKEY
Michael Waugh & Tim Hayes

After 14 years of operation, the Widow
Twankey’s Café and Confectionery Emporium
ceased trading on Friday 7 May, 2021.
We would like to thank all our loyal customers
for their support. It was a difficult decision to
close but made somewhat easier by health issues
and the realisation that it was perhaps time to
hand over to someone with new energy and
new ideas.
We would like to acknowledge the support and

dedication of our staff. Comments on social media
continuously referred to the friendly atmosphere
within the business, and this was due to the
attitude and work ethics of staff.
Since announcing our decision to close we have
received many lovely comments on the Clunes
Online Noticeboard as well as numerous cards,
flowers and personal messages. We have been
sincerely humbled and uplifted by these tributes.
We wish the new operators all the best in their
endeavours and for a long and prosperous
business which will undoubtedly be an asset to
the town.
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JOHN CHRISTOPHER "JOCK"
MCLENNAN
Barbara Curzon-Siggers

Photo supplied.
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FREE LENDING
LIBRARY
Phil Taig

There are numerous local people who have
become ‘Friends of the former Clunes Free
Library’ (FRIENDS) and have provided
tremendous support to the Committee of
Management (COM).
There is an incredible list of needs that have
to be satisfied to advance the restoration of
one of Clunes most historic buildings.
FRIENDS have provided their time exercising
their skills installing utility services, and
have spent hours painting, planting out a
new front garden, mowing grass, and deep
cleaning. Also they have donated appliances
for the new kitchen and much, much more.
Thank you FRIENDS.
Recently a new name has been added to our
FRIENDS list:
Catherine King, Federal Member of
Parliament for Ballarat since 2001 and
currently, the Shadow Minister for
Infrastructure, Transport & Regional
Development.
On a ‘flying’ visit, Catherine inspected the
former Clunes Free Library to see the
restoration progress that had been made
and the enormous work that still remains to
be carried out.

Catherine King inspecting the former Clunes Free Library with
Phil Taig. Photo Tom Binns

Action
In the middle of last month, a ‘Working
Bee’ prepared the Free Library, inside
and out, for the first Booktown
weekend of ‘Turn the Page 2021’. As
you pass by the front of the former
Free Library at 6 Templeton Street, you
will notice a new garden in place,
which looks a lot better than the weeds
which had grown over summer. As it
turned out, concerns with risk and
safety aspects related to public and
disability access led to a more user
friendly venue being selected for some
of the Author Talks at ‘Turn the Page
2021’ festival.
Interested in what the future holds for
the Clunes Free Library?
Meetings are held every fourth
Thursday at 7:30pm.
Why not come along to the 7:30pm
Thursday June 24 meeting, you will be
most welcome.
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CLUNES MUSEUM
James Curzon-Siggers
It’s been a busy two months since the
Museum’s Permanent Exhibition re-opened
to the public in early March. The latest
edition of “Discovery”, the Museum’s
newsletter, has been on sale at the
Newsagency and features the 1967/68

Photo supplied.

Clunes Cricket Club Premiership team on
the popular “How’s Your Memory” front
cover. It also includes an excellent piece of
original research by Richard Gilbert on the
McKeen railcar with its futuristic, spaceship
design. It was imported from the US and
used on the Ballarat to Maryborough line
starting in 1912. As well, there is a 1951
article on Clunes from The Argus which
observed that: “from a mining viewpoint,
Clunes is a ghost town. From a modern
viewpoint, it is a comfortable little place
with security for its citizens, a sense of
pride and quiet progressiveness.” Both well
worth reading.
Museum curator Dot Keller and the
cataloguing team are making steady
progress and their professional cataloguing
can be seen online at the Victorian
Collections website. If you haven’t checked
out Victorian Collections, do yourself a
favour. For example, type “Clunes
Weickhardt photos” into the search box and
you’ll be impressed by the results. To
further develop their skills in photographing
and scanning artefacts, photos and
documents, the cataloguing team are
attending a 3 day digitisation workshop in
early June here in Clunes and run by
Victorian Collections.

The Museum stall selling Museum
publications on the first weekend of this
year’s Booktown event was a success. Over
$700 was raised toward the conservation of
the Eberhardt family Bible. The stall
highlighted just how many worthy Museum
publications are out of print and
unavailable: for example, “My Childhood
Memories 1910-1918” by Lena Wattleworth
(née Weickhardt). In the past, the Museum
had a Publications Officer who was
responsible for reprinting leaflets and
publications. If you’re interested in this
area, why not come along to a Museum
meeting and find out more?
On the public history front, the good news
is that the former Fire Brigade Hotel is for
sale. This c.1870 building is a major
restoration project vital to the heritage
streetscape. Work continues on bringing
Major Baden-Powell home and the Museum
has written to the Shire requesting
permission to site B-P in Collins Place on
the grassed area near the map on the
bluestone wall.
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CLUNES GARDENING CLUB
Sue McVeigh

Did You Know…… that there are some very
fine specimens of the native North American
Sequoias growing right here… in the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens, planted about 150 years
ago? On May 3rd, our gardening club were
given a guided tour by the dedicated
volunteers, and found it to be a fascinating
insight into how these gardens have developed.
June 7th will see the visit of the long awaited
Mr Bill Morrison, speaking to us about all
things relating to cacti and succulents. Anyone
with an interest is most welcome to come
along to The Warehouse at 10:30am.
Tips for JUNE GARDENING
Winter is now upon us and many of our garden
plants have entered their dormant phase and
will be ready to be trimmed. Roses are ready
for pruning, although some people like to leave
it until July to August. New roses may be
planted now, giving them a chance to get
established and ready for solid growth and
flowering into spring. Other flowers, such as
hydrangeas will benefit from having their old
flowers removed, promoting new growth when
spring arrives.

Good for planting…
Flowers: Aquilegias, Calendulas, Daphne,
Lavender, Lilium, Pansies and Viola.
Vegetables: Broad beans, Garlic, Lettuce,
Peas, Shallots, Cauliflower, Silverbeet and
more!
Herbs: Chives, Coriander, Rosemary,
Lemongrass, Parsley, Tarragon & Thyme… to
name a few.
Don’t forget we are very susceptible to frosts
here in Clunes, so it’s advised to make a
‘blanket’ suspended from poles to go over
your plants at night. Remember to remove it
in the mornings to allow plenty of sunlight!!
Cheers for now!
Please ring 0400 557 434 for further
information.

Make sure your winter vegetables are well fed,
applying fertiliser every two weeks to ensure a
healthy crop develops. Also stay on top of
those weeds, which will get away from you
over winter when they have lots more water to
drink.

Photo Canva
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A WORD FROM TESSA
Our local Councillor for Hepburn Shire
Welcoming in winter - it's such a lovely time of year!
It is also time to remember to check in with each other,
especially our elders, and make sure everyone has their needs
met. If you know someone who needs extra support please
get in touch with the Clunes Neighbourhood House. They
have programs to help support the community such as food
relief, essential supplies and meals delivered on a Tuesday.
To find out if you're eligible for meals on wheels, please call
5345 9750.
Additionally, rebates are available through the government
for concession card holders for energy costs; for non mains
energy costs you can call 1800 658 521 or email
nmec.rebates@dhhs.vic.gov.au. For mains energy costs you
can contact your energy retailer directly.
We've had a small win with the transmission lines. The
Environmental Effects Statement (EES) requirements have
been decided on by the minister. As part of the EES process,
Ausnet have to investigate other options (namely
underground lines) and they have to do substantial reporting
as part of this process to prove that above-ground lines do not
pose an unreasonable risk to the environment. For all the

I would like to assure you that council officers
and councillors share our community’s concern
and we are doing what we can to advocate for the
lines to go underground.
If you are interested in being more involved, you
can join the community consultation group by
sending an email: Community Consultation
Group - Central. Nancy Joseph
info@westvictnp.com.au
I have made some headway in getting a longer
term masterplan completed for our sport and
recreation facilities. It is going to be a long road
but I hope we will be coming back to you later
this year with some big visioning concepts for the
community to decide upon.
Finally, I’d like to congratulate our new CEO,
Bradley Thomas, and wish him the best for the
next five years.
You can contact me with any questions via email:
thalliday@hepburn.vic.gov.au
I am also available every Friday 9-5pm at the
Clunes Senior Citizens Building.
Yours Faithfully, Cr Tessa Halliday.

information on the EES process please see the scoping
document on the DELWP website. Even with this small
glimmer of hope there is still a very real threat to our shire.
And for those of us who own land in the proposed corridor
there is an unimaginable level of uncertainty, given that the
EES process and the subsequent review, exhibition and
enquiry may take up to two years. I would implore anyone
who is impacted by this process to use the free and
confidential wellbeing service at Benestar 1300 360 364.
Council officers have prepared several submissions and been
part of numerous community and Ausnet meetings.
Photo supplied
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Community Groups

All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New members most welcome. Contact
Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 or peter.billing@iinet.net.au.
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship: Eucharist for all ages 10am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed
by bring & share lunch. All welcome. Enq.: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 792 Email:
ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & funerals.
Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm
Tuesday afternoons at Clunes Football / Netball Club during school terms. Call 5345 4078.
Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm on 3rd Thur of month from Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before
Show & Thur after. President: Jenny Redpath Ph. 0400 613 153; Secretary: Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506;
Homecrafts: Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website: www.clunesshow.com.au.
Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues, 7.30pm at the Young Farmers club rooms at Show
Grounds. A friendly, social environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact: Jenny 0400 613 153.
Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 7.30pm, old SMB building.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a
working group. Venue: Lunch Room, Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857.
Clunes Bowling Club Social Bowls every Wednesday, 6pm arrival for a 6:30pm start. Contact Josh Polson 0417
300 969 or polsy1031@yahoo.com.au.
Clunes Book Club Enq.: Karen: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL.
Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm
BYO lunch + craft projects, all crafts + kids welcome.
Clunes Field & Game Enq.: Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq.: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath Milne 0448 453 665,
www.clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.
Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Enq.: Graeme Johnstone
(Chairman of the Committee) 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at thedukesbb@bigpond.com.
Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For
info, please contact Secretary Susan McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Deirdre Krausgrill 0425 707 972.
Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509 or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18
holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member.
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition days.
Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group New members always welcome. Contact: Chris O’Donnell 0408 034
017 or cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.
Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm,
Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.
Clunes Men’s Shed Open 10am-12pm Mon, Wed & Fri at the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and
friendly space for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq.: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.
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Community Groups

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in the Museum Workshop from 10am
each Thursday. Committee meets every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at the
Warehouse. Enq.: The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs, printing services, free internet, gallery
available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 9-3
Mon-Fri. Website: www.clunesnh.org.
Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & their parents/caregivers. Clunes
Health Centre, Wed 10am-12pm, term time. Enq.: Bec Clowes 0437 497 432.
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq.: 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to the Secretary, Mr Lindsay Pritchard, on 0427 028 556.
Clunes Tourist & Development Association During COVID, meetings will be held online. Contact President
Darrel Dreiberg on 0412 513 068 or Secretary Damien Whitten on 0458 553 200 for enquiries.
Clunes Trekkers Regular weekly town walks for any fitness level. Varied bush walks for medium to
experienced walkers. Contact: Lois Nicholls on 0467 331 136.
Clunes Writers' Group Meets on the second Monday of the month (including public holidays), at the Senior
Citizens building on the corner of Fraser and Templeton Streets from 1pm -3pm. For further information
contact Patsy Skinner on 0407 377 610.
Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday at 10am.
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival and monthly Booktown on Sunday
author talks. Volunteers always welcome. Enquiries: 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Bottle
Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.
Mad Chatters Club Meets every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual get togethers alternating between
Widow Twankeys and Rose & Oak cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq.: Lana
0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.
Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm, Clunes Community Health Centre. Enq.: Georgina
5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 095.
Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison for information on 5345 3060.
Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus). Worship services at 11am on 2nd and 4th
(Holy Communion) Sundays and last Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages.
Everyone welcome. Enq.: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or rosemary.carter@internode.on.net.
Yoga Classes Clunes Senior Citizens every Thursday at 7pm. All levels welcome anytime. Enquiries: Lily 0459
138 797, or lilymason75@gmail.com, www.lilymasonyoga.com
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Clunes Museum Research Department

