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Dja Dja Wurrung Elder Uncle Rick Nelson. Photo supplied by Hepburn Shire Council

MERIN MERIN FILM WINS RECONCILIATION AWARD
Paul Fleckney & Hepburn Shire Council
Hepburn Shire Council has received a Highly Commended Award for its film series ‘Peaks
Wetlands and Rivers’ at the HART (Helping Achieve Reconciliation Together) Awards. The
three films take viewers on a journey of truth telling across the landscape with Djaara Elder
Uncle Rick Nelson and Professor Barry Golding, and include two areas of local interest: Mount
Greenock near Talbot, and Merin Merin Swamp, 8km north of Clunes. In one of the films,
Uncle Rick Nelson explains that Merin Merin used to be an important place for local Aboriginal
clans to collect food and resources. (continued on page 9)
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MARKET UPDATE
Chris Culvenor
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Peerick Wines. Photo supplied.

Thank you to the Committee and volunteers for
implementing recent state government regulations to
help present a COVID-19 safe market for all our
visitors in June.
It was another perfect winter's day for the market.
Thank you to everyone who supported our
stallholders and the wood raffle that once again was
a sell-out. Thank you to Craig and Cyn from the
Clunes Newsagency for sponsoring the wood raffle.
The raffle was drawn at the market by a district
footballing legend from Royal Park, Maryborough,
Angelo of Poppies Coffee. Congratulations goes to
David Thomas with Number 63, yet another first
time winner from Clunes.
We look forward to our next market on July 11.

Advertising: Jason Judd
Distribution: Megan Jones
Produced by Clunes Tourist and
Development Association.
Email: newsletter@clunes.org
Opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect those of the
CTDA, its individual members, or its
associates.
Display ads are available to
community groups at half
commercial rates. All advertising to
be paid in advance of publication.
MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES
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A DENSE MASS: SOUND ART IN
CLUNES
Thembi Soddell

Image supplied.
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FREE LENDING
LIBRARY
Phil Taig
Clunes' population
Before the announcement of the first
payable gold discovery at Clunes in 1851,
Clunes was just a small sheep station run by
a handful of Europeans on Dja Dja Wurrung
country. It's hard to imagine, but just 20
years later at the peak of the gold rush,
Clunes' population had rapidly grown to
more than 6,000 people, which is over three
times larger than now.
Next month, August, there will be another
census and it will be fascinating to find out
the town's current population and how big
Clunes has grown recently.
Rivett Henry Bland
One of the outstanding citizens of Clunes
and one of its greatest ever philanthropists
was Rivett Henry Bland - a Director of the
Port Phillip Gold Mining Company from its
inception in London during 1852 until his
death at the age of 83 in 1894. Rivett was
instrumental in founding the Clunes
Mechanics Institute (in 1864), which became
the Clunes Free Library in 1874, acting as its
President for almost three decades.
Apart from the Free Library, Rivett lent
financial support to a number of other
Clunes buildings including the Anglican
Church and the North School.
In those early days, Clunes was indeed
fortunate to benefit from the philanthropy
of this great man, Rivett Henry Bland.
Today, in the 21st century, where are the
Clunes philanthropists?

Renaming
The former Clunes Free Library is in
desperate need of repair to a sagging
internal wall and the Committee of
Management (COM) has appealed to
Federal, State and Local Governments
for financial support but so far without
success. If there is an individual or
organisation interested in financing
the preservation of Clunes' iconic
former Free Library, there is an
opportunity for naming rights for the
building. Consider for a moment the
possibility of ‘Daniel’s Dacha’, ‘Mirriam
Manor’, ‘Hepburn Hall’, Wesley Ward’,
‘Boom Boondock’, or ‘Attitude Attic’.
What would you choose ?

Image supplied.

Meeting
Interested in what the future holds for
the Clunes Free Library? We hold
meetings every fourth Thursday at
7:30pm in the Library hall. Why not
come along to the Thursday July 22
meeting, you will be most welcome.
The COM apologises for any
inconvenience caused by cancellation
of the June meeting, which was due to
COVID-19 restrictions.

JULY 2021 | FREE | PAGE 7

JULY 2021 | FREE | PAGE 8

JULY 2021 | FREE | PAGE 9

MERIN MERIN
Continued from page 1

“Because we’re on a swamp, when it got
rather wet, they would paddle out on their
bark canoes and collect duck eggs and

You can watch the three videos on You Tube
using the links below:
Part one ‘Peaks, Wetlands and Rivers’

water bird eggs,” he says. Merin Merin is
also the site of a grafted ring tree, which
holds significance for local Aboriginal
people. “These [trees] are becoming more
scarce in the environment to find so we
really admire these trees,” Rick Nelson
says. “These rings are like a marker to say
there’s a special place around here
somewhere, it could be a burial site,
birthing site, ceremonial site or a sacred
place.”

Mount Greenock –
https://youtu.be/5aav2w6gNyk
Part two ‘Peaks, Wetlands and Rivers’
Merin Merin –
https://youtu.be/qmfhOxb2pAM
Part three ‘Peaks, Wetlands and Rivers’
Loddon River at Neereman –
https://youtu.be/vaL4YnMmfcU

In the 1850s, the government divided Merin
Merin into crown allotments and the swamp
was sold to private landholders. The
government bought back most of the land
in the 1970s and 1980s and fenced off the
area from cattle and sheep, which enabled
the trees to regenerate. “It’s one of the few
areas you can come to and stand on this
edge of this swamp and you can’t see any
signs of human habitation,” Professor
Golding says. ‘All you’ll see is
regenerating nature.”

In addition to the work of council, members
of the Clunes community have formed the
Clunes Reconciliation Group, a group of nonindigenous people examining their
understanding of reconciliation and their
knowledge of the history of dispossession.
They can be contacted at pat@breaze.org.au
or on 0457463971.

Image supplied.
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BOOM WORKS
Lana de Kort, Clunes Neighbourhood House
Working from home, your local café or even

To address this, many people working from

a park bench has taken on a whole new

home are turning to hybrid solutions. For

meaning since the COVID-19 pandemic

example, mixing working from home with

began. We are no longer working 9am til

time in the office, or better yet, some time

5pm from our company’s office; if indeed

in a co-working office where they can

we ever were. Instead, more than 4.3

connect and network with others in similar

million Australians have been working from

situations.

home in the last 12 months and, according
to an ABC study, a good two-thirds of them

It is this solution that BOOM Clunes seeks

want to continue doing so. Many of those

to accelerate through its BOOM Works

people are in the regions.

incubator.

Productivity’s still great

BOOM Works is a suite of open spaces and

Recently a leading Stanford economist

offices designed to provide:

revisited a 2014 study that found people

- Serviced offices 24/7

were more productive when they work from

- Co-working passes

home. Professor Nicholas Bloom wanted to

- Room Hire

know if being forced to work from home
due to a pandemic had impacted on

BOOM Works is a space to work, think and

people’s productivity. The answer was no.

network. It includes:

Productivity was still up. But so was

- 9am – 4pm access, 5 days a week

loneliness.

- Free high speed Wifi
- Access to photocopying and printing

But loneliness sucks

- Podcast or Zoom room

The study found that once the novelty wore

- Meeting rooms

off, working from home was lonely. People
did not want to return to working five days

BOOM Works is located at 28 Fraser Street,

a week in the office, but they did miss the

Clunes.

water cooler conversations or the creative
rub that comes from social interactions with
other employees or colleagues.
This absence of connection is something
that many professionals working from home
in regional areas appreciate daily. COVID-19
has made us all feel more insular and that is
not great for innovation.
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CO-WORKER'S PASS
Lana de Kort, Clunes
Neighbourhood House
Having access to facilities that make
it easier to do your job in the regions
is a bonus. It ensures that an annual
pass of $250 + GST is money well
spent. But the real win is the
opportunity to connect.
A Co-Worker's Pass (purchased
annually, or automatically included
with serviced offices) comes with:
· Online co-worker directory
· Online chat
· Information sharing
· Workshops
· Networking event.

biodiversity win
Chris O'Donnell
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PROTECT OUR WILDLIFE
Dr Jill Teschendorff, Convenor, Hepburn Gardens
Both mentors and residents join the growing
for Wildlife
network of people working to preserve our
unique Australian environment. As more
An exciting program is on its way to Clunes. A
gardens in Clunes provide the food, water,
collaboration between the Neighbourhood Houses,
shelter and protection that is essential to
Hepburn Shire Council and our local gardeners,
wildlife, we will see an increase in beneficial
Hepburn Gardens for Wildlife (G4W) is a free shireinsects, lizards and skinks, small birds and other
wide program that encourages and supports residents to delightful creatures. Our habitat gardens will
create habitat in their gardens.
provide links to the surrounding bushland,
creating wildlife corridors that increase the
How fortunate we are to live in the Hepburn Shire,
likelihood of survival. And for the human
where 46% of the land is still bush. As well, over half of creatures in the equation, there is the
the land mapped as native vegetation is owned or
satisfaction that we have made a contribution to
managed by private landholders, who have the
protecting the biodiversity or our region.
opportunity to make a meaningful contribution to
protecting and enhancing biodiversity. And gardeners,
A Hepburn Gardens for Wildlife program for
by creating an environmentally sustainable garden, can Clunes and Creswick will commence in July at
help to protect and support our diverse wildlife.
Through simple additions and adjustments, our gardens
will provide many of the elements that are essential for
the survival of our local flora and fauna. Indigenous
plant species, for example, have evolved with the local
fauna over thousands of years, each assisting the others'
survival. These plants are adapted to the local soil and
weather conditions.
The Hepburn Gardens for Wildlife program offers an
eight-week free training course for people who can then
become garden mentors to local residents wishing to
develop habitat gardens. Participants in the course learn
about biodiversity and the fascinating interrelationship
between plants, birds, animals, insects and microorganisms. Armed with a Certificate of Attainment in
Habitat Gardening, graduates of the course are then
ready to take on their role as mentors, providing advice
and support to residents in the Clunes region.

the Creswick Neighbourhood Centre. For
information, visit https://creswicknc.org.au
or phone (03) 5345 2356.
Image: Hepburn Shire Council.
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CLUNES GARDENING CLUB
Sue McVeigh

The planned visit on the 7th of June, by Mr
Bill Morrison about all things relating to cacti

Tips for July Gardening: FROSTS

and succulents WAS CANCELLED!! Sadly
this fell victim to COVID-19 regulations. It
feels like the gods are working against us once
again and especially with Mr Morrison’s visit.
But do not despair, even though our
programme for the year is already booked in,
we may still plan an EXTRAORDINARY visit
by this very knowledgeable gentleman. Keep a
look out on the Clunes Facebook page for
further information!! We will advise our
members by email or SMS.

Brrr!! It’s cold, and we have already had lots
of frosts, one of the biggest problems in our
winter gardens. Frost is caused by cold air
sinking to the ground on cold, clear, still
nights. Plants are affected when the water in
their leaf cells freeze and expand, making
their cell walls collapse. This may cause the
outer foliage of some plants to die, but if left
intact until the time that frosts no longer pose
a risk, the inner foliage may well be
salvageable, when it is then appropriate to
trim off those dead outer leaves. However,

Our next planned outing is to Springhill
Nursery and Gardens on July 5th. We will meet
at Collins Place at 9.15am for a 9.30am
departure, travelling in convoy in our own
vehicles. Anyone wishing to attend but is
without a vehicle will be able to 'tag' along
with someone driving. We will stay for lunch
at their onsite eatery at our own expense.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, please ring me
by Friday 2nd July if you intend to attend so
that we can ensure numbers are OK.

frosts will kill off vulnerable plants
completely.

Image supplied.

So what should we do? Firstly, make sure you
purchase frost tolerant plants, indicated on
the plastic ID tag accompanying the plant.
Secondly, protect frost sensitive plants by
covering them with a fabric such as shade
cloth, tarp or bed sheets suspended over the
plants using a structure made of piping,
bamboo poles or even discarded tree branches
twined together.
For small, tender plants, simply cover them
over with an unused plastic pot – just
remember to remove it in the morning!
Please ring 0400 557 434 for further
information.
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Community Groups

All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New members most welcome. Contact
Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 or peter.billing@iinet.net.au.
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship: Eucharist for all ages 10am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed
by bring & share lunch. All welcome. Enq.: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 792 Email:
ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & funerals.
Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm
Tuesday afternoons at Clunes Football / Netball Club during school terms. Call 5345 4078.
Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm on 3rd Thur of month from Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before
Show & Thur after. President: Jenny Redpath Ph. 0400 613 153; Secretary: Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506;
Homecrafts: Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website: www.clunesshow.com.au.
Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues, 7.30pm at the Young Farmers club rooms at Show
Grounds. A friendly, social environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact: Jenny 0400 613 153.
Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 7.30pm, old SMB building.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a
working group. Venue: Lunch Room, Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857.
Clunes Bowling Club Social Bowls every Wednesday, 6pm arrival for a 6:30pm start. Contact Josh Polson 0417
300 969 or polsy1031@yahoo.com.au.
Clunes Book Club Enq.: Karen: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL.
Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm
BYO lunch + craft projects, all crafts + kids welcome.
Clunes Field & Game Enq.: Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq.: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath Milne 0448 453 665,
www.clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.
Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Enq.: Graeme Johnstone
(Chairman of the Committee) 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at thedukesbb@bigpond.com.
Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For
info, please contact Secretary Susan McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Deirdre Krausgrill 0425 707 972.
Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509 or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18
holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member.
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition days.
Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group New members always welcome. Contact: Chris O’Donnell 0408 034
017 or cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.
Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm,
Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.
Clunes Men’s Shed Open 10am-12pm Mon, Wed & Fri at the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and
friendly space for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq.: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.
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Community Groups

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in the Museum Workshop from 10am
each Thursday. Committee meets every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at the
Warehouse. Enq.: The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs, printing services, free internet, gallery
available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 9-3
Mon-Fri. Website: www.clunesnh.org.
Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & their parents/caregivers. Clunes
Health Centre, Wed 10am-12pm, term time. Enq.: Bec Clowes 0437 497 432.
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq.: 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
Clunes Reconciliation Group Enq. Pat Hockey 0412 646 138 or pat@breaze.org.au.
Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to the Secretary, Mr Lindsay Pritchard, on 0427 028 556.
Clunes Tourist & Development Association During COVID, meetings will be held online. Contact President
Darrel Dreiberg on 0412 513 068 or Secretary Damien Whitten on 0458 553 200 for enquiries.
Clunes Trekkers Regular weekly town walks for any fitness level. Varied bush walks for medium to
experienced walkers. Contact: Lois Nicholls on 0467 331 136.
Clunes Writers' Group Meets on the second Monday of the month (including public holidays), at the Senior
Citizens building on the corner of Fraser and Templeton Streets from 1pm -3pm. For further information
contact Patsy Skinner on 0407 377 610.
Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday at 10am.
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival and monthly Booktown on Sunday
author talks. Volunteers always welcome. Enquiries: 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Bottle
Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.
Mad Chatters Club Meets every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual get togethers alternating between
Widow Twankeys and Rose & Oak cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq.: Lana
0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.
Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm, Clunes Community Health Centre. Enq.: Georgina
5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 095.
Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison for information on 5345 3060.
Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus). Worship services at 11am on 2nd and 4th
(Holy Communion) Sundays and last Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages.
Everyone welcome. Enq.: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or rosemary.carter@internode.on.net.
Yoga Classes At Clunes Attitude every Tuesday 7pm, and Chair Yoga Friday 11.30am. All levels welcome. Enq:
Lily 0459 138 797 or lilymason75@gmail.com or www.lilymasonyoga.com.
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VOLUNTEERING
Lana de Kort, Clunes Neighbourhood House
Thinking Differently about Volunteering

All the ‘jobs’ community groups used to do
are often up in the air, and it seems hard to

Connecting with community the way we did in
the past is hard. We all thought that if we could
just get through 2020 and adapt to the tightening
and easing restrictions in our lives, some kind of
COVID normal would kick in – and it probably

welcome a new volunteer into the fold when
you don’t know what you are welcoming them
into.

has. It’s just that living with that on a day to day
basis is not as easy or familiar as we might
expect. Everyday routines aren’t really routine.
We have to keep adapting or double checking
what we are doing.
For community groups this takes a toll. It creates
so much extra work in many different ways. It
disrupts your direction and outcomes because
you have to keep tweaking them. It disrupts
dynamics on the committee and among
volunteers. It adds to the risk of
miscommunication. And the pressure of having to
continually adapt becomes fatiguing.
If that is how you feel – or groups you are
involved in feel – you aren’t alone. One in three
people who volunteered prior to COVID-19 no
longer volunteer. Nationally, Volunteer Australia
estimate that this translates into a loss of 12.2
million hours a week.
Here in Clunes, many community groups are
definitely talking about reduced capacity. On the
flip side, people keen to reconnect with the
community and get involved are reaching out.
However, groups don’t necessarily know how to
take advantage of that.

Fortunately in Clunes we aren’t shy about
tackling challenges differently. At Clunes
Neighbourhood House we’ve worked with
partners to come up with two new ways for
people to connect with community. Why not
give them a try??
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