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SHOP LOCAL!
Paul Fleckney & Jason Judd
Now that (we hope!) the worst of winter is behind us, it's a great time to explore the wide range
of shops, cafes and local services that Clunes has to offer. Why not leave the car at home and
wander down to Fraser Street for a coffee and a browse (restrictions permitting)? Or you can
shop from the warmth and comfort of your own home via www.clunes.org. More than ever our
traders need your support. Let's work together to maintain our vibrant small-town character and
make Clunes a great place to live, work and visit!
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MARKET UPDATE
Chris Culvenor
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Thank you to the Committee and Volunteers who made
plenty of QR cards available for those attending the July
Market on what was a very cold frosty morning.
Thanks Miles for the music during the Market. August
will see Leon Conway return with "The Drongo and The
Crow".
Thank you to the community for supporting our
stallholders and the wood raffle which was a sellout
again. Stallholder Debra Hormann of De'bee Signature
Balm drew the raffle; congratulations goes to Bob
Vukavain of Clunes with number 75. Thank you Bob

Advertising: Jason Judd
Distribution: Megan Jones
Produced by Clunes Tourist and
Development Association.
Email: newsletter@clunes.org
Opinions expressed do not
necessarily reflect those of the
CTDA, its individual members, or its
associates.
Display ads are available to
community groups at half
commercial rates. All advertising to
be paid in advance of publication.
MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES

McKinnon of Steelmanship Engineering Clunes for the
sponsorship.
Look forward to seeing everyone at our next Market on
August 8th from 9.00am to 1.00pm

We acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of the Dja Dja Wurrung and Wadawurrung
peoples of the Kulin nation who are the traditional custodians of the land upon which this
newsletter is created, and we recognise their continuing connection to the land and waterways.
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A WORD FROM TESSA
Tessa Halliday

Much has been happening in the two months
since my last column!

I’m so unbelievably proud that the first
memorial avenue remembering the frontier
wars and the aboriginals who lost their lives

Image supplied.

during the invasion of Australia, “Manna Gum
Avenue”, has been erected in Hepburn Shire.
This is a small step toward acknowledging
the horrors of the past and the pain and loss
that is still felt by our first nations people.

The aquatic strategy is still ongoing, if you
haven’t had your say yet, please get in
touch.

The memorial is located on Daylesford –
Malmsbury Road on your left as you are
heading out of Daylesford. Hopefully this is
the first of many across Australia.

Council are establishing a Gender Equity
Committee. Hopefully their first meeting
will take place in September. The
patriarchal mindset is so deeply entrenched

The Community Vision and Council Plan are
almost complete and will be placed on
exhibition for comment. It is an exciting

in our society that many see it as normal.
Good luck to the group, I hope you can
make some real positive change.

document which will help set the direction
for council for the next 4 years. The 5 focus
areas are sustainable environment, healthy
community, diverse economy, responsive
council & planning. They represent the
feelings of the community and will help
ensure the community's needs inform the
direction of the council.

The community identified environmental
sustainability as our strongest priority. In

Finally, I would just like to congratulate all
the council officers and councillors who
pulled together and worked all hours to
help after the storms that went through
Trentham and other areas of our shire. It
really showed how resilient and community
minded our shire is.

Please feel free to contact me with any
questions via email:
thalliday@hepburn.vic.gov.au. I am also

response, Hepburn Shire is launching a
available every Friday 9-5pm at the Clunes
sustainability strategy which will include

Senior Citizens Building.

waste, biodiversity, climate, soils, water and
zero emissions. If you're passionate about our
environment, you can get involved through a
community working group - watch this space!

Yours Faithfully, Cr Tessa Halliday
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CLUNES PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Sonia Jardine

Whether it is for a walk down
memory lane or you're planning to
enrol your child for the 2022 school
year, we welcome you to visit
Clunes Primary School.
Did you or your family create one of
these school bricks in 1988? Were
you part of the Lions Club that built
the still extensively used sand pit in

Image supplied.

1980? Are you a current regular
user of the school Walking Track?

Please come and visit us. As your local
community school we are proud to be
able to share this wonderful teaching
and learning space with you. We want
to hear your stories and will be
providing some CPS school No.1552
‘memories’ along with current features
and developments in upcoming editions
of the Clunes Community News.
Our Principal, Ms Sonia Jardine, will be
conducting personalised School Tours
weekly in Term 3 on Thursdays at

Image supplied.

10am. Please call 5345 3182.
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CLUNES GARDENING CLUB
Sue McVeigh

Our visit to Springhill Nursery and Gardens on
July 5th went very well with around 20
attending. Approaching Tylden, we witnessed
the amazing damage done by the extraordinary
storms in mid June, with huge gum trees torn
from the ground by the savage wind - a
sobering reminder of what catastrophe nature
can impose upon us, without warning. At the
nursery the enthusiastic new owners showed us
around the beautifully established gardens,
planted and cared for meticulously by the
former owners of 30 years. In front of an open
fire in the cosy on-site cafe, we enjoyed lovely
homemade soups, toasties and artisan pies.
Highly recommend any garden lovers to have a
look, it is well worth it!
On August the 2nd, we will meet at 10.15am
for a 10.30am start at the Warehouse to hear
how the ‘Green Waste Collection and
Composting Scheme’ has been for Clunes.
Several representatives from Hepburn Shire
Council’s Waste Management team will attend.
All Clunes residents are welcome, with a $2
donation payable.
We have managed to organise Mr Bill
Morrison to deliver his much awaited
information on all things cacti and succulent
related on October 4th at The Warehouse,
10.15am for 10.30 start. All welcome!

Tips for August in the Garden
We are two-thirds of the way through a very
cold winter so far, with a lot of rain and many
frosts. If you can bear the cold, here are some
of the most important things to attend to:
Prune shrubs to encourage larger shoots
during the next growth season.
Remove pesky weeds and dead plants.
Remember that organic mulch spread over
garden beds needs to be raked away when
you notice new growth.
Plant deciduous trees. Well rotted
compost added to the soil when planting
and organic fertiliser will support new
spring growth.
Check citrus trees for 1) black sooty
mould indicating destructive scales and
aphids, which should be treated with a
pest oil, and 2) peeling bark which may
indicate ‘Collar rot’ and needs to be
treated accordingly.
Remember that if fruit trees grow too tall,
it is difficult to reach fruit, impacting
negatively on further crop yields. Read up
on how to properly prune fruit trees to
optimise their growth and productivity!
Winter is also a great time to plant roses!!
Please ring 0400 557 434 for further
information
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ST. PAUL'S CHURCH
Pam Habib

St Paul’s Anglican Church in Clunes has
been part of the local community since
1860. Over the years our parish has
changed along with the town of Clunes.
On Sunday the 15th of August we are
celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the
Dedication of the Church.
On behalf of the congregation, Rev'd
Chris Keast would like to invite you to a
celebration of the Eucharist at 10am
followed by a light lunch in the church
hall. The Right Reverent Garry
Weatherill, Bishop of Ballarat will be the
celebrant and the preacher will be the
Most Reverend Dr Philip Freier,
Archbishop of Melbourne and Primate of
Victoria.
For catering purposes, please RSVP to:
springmountparish@gmail.com or
PO Box 59, Creswick VIC 3363 by 31
July 2021

ART ATTACK
Clunes Neighbourhood House

Featured in State Festivals!
For two years the young people of Clunes
involved in countless art experiences from
Circus at the football ground to shows in
the Town Hall were highly visible around
town. COVID put the kibosh on that, but
the talents of our local teenagers weren’t
suppressed. In fact, during the height of
this pandemic they worked with Asking
for Trouble and filmmakers to develop
and perform in a series of short films that
even now are featuring in a festival statewide. To find out more visit:
whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/things-todo/signal-screen-art-attack
Not bad during a pandemic! Why not reframe what you’ve been doing at home, or
with community groups you’ve been
involved in for the last 18 months? Trust
us, you might just be surprised at what
you celebrate!
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POEM
Paul Fleckney
Fifth time around
I can barely remember the goats
running wild through the streets
of a Welsh seaside town;
the bats, the pangolins, the empty
shelves seem as distant now
as childhood holidays and every bit
as quaint. Where were you
when time slipped off its hinges,
when five days felt like a universe
unravelling?

Image supplied.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Hepburn Shire Council
Council is calling for suitably qualified or experienced community members to join the Heather
Mutimer International Women’s Day Advisory Committee. The Heather Mutimer International
Women’s Day Honour Roll was launched in 2005 and each year, as part of the week of
International Women’s Day – up to five names are added to the Honour Roll. The Honour Roll
celebrates and recognises women who have advanced gender equity, exhibit leadership qualities,
share individual skills and knowledge, create an environment for long-term and sustainable
change and contribute creative and innovative ideas or initiatives.
Expressions of Interest are now open and close Friday 6 August 2021. For those interested in
applying, please read the Terms of Reference at hepburn.vic.gov.au/heather-mutimerinternational-womens-day-advisory-committee-2021/.
For enquiries, please contact Bridgette O’Brien, Events Officer, on email
bobrien@hepburn.vic.gov.au or phone 0439 481 306.
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FREE LENDING
LIBRARY

Anybody could come to the library to read,
and those with annual subscriptions could
borrow books to take home.

Phil Taig

As gold production tapered off in the late
1800s, miners left Clunes for other active
mining fields such as Burra in South
Australia (copper) and Kalgoorlie in
Western Australia (gold). With a dwindling

A brief history
The Mechanics Institute on Templeton St
was built during the peak of the gold rush
era when the population of Clunes was
approaching 6000 people. In a bid to secure
greater funding, in 1874 the Trustees
changed the name to ‘Free Library’ but
they did not change how it operated.
There was always an extensive library of
not just books but also local and European
newspapers, and magazines from all
corners of the globe. Lectures and debates
contributed to the building's status as a
place of learning. The library was so
popular that it was extended in 1882 to
accommodate the miners' demand for news
and knowledge. The library was open daily
from 9am to 10pm daily; until electricity
became available in 1938, the light source
for reading at night was initially candle or
oil lamp light, then gas light.

population, interest in the library faded and
it was closed in 1953.
Over the years, the building has hosted
many local groups including the Clunes
Hospital Fete Association, Local Board of
Advice (education), Clunes Social Science
Club (debating), Sons of Temperance Div.
41, the Clunes District Permanent
Investment & Benefit Building Society and
the Clunes School of Mines (until its own
building was constructed in 1893). The
building has also been a snooker hall, Scout
and Guide hall and more recently a venue
for Booktown author talks.
The building's legacy, culture and tradition
as a place of education and learning
continues to inspire. At present only one
half of the building can support community
use while the other half needs structural
renovation (see photo).
Meetings
Interested in what the future holds for the
Clunes Free Library? We hold meetings
every fourth Thursday at 7:30pm in the
former Free Library hall. Come along to the
next meeting on Thursday August 26th, you
will be most welcome.

Image supplied.
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REASON TO
CELEBRATE

who’ve taken serviced offices and the
individuals who’ve become Co-Workers –
everyone has played a vital role in
getting us this far.”

Clunes Neighbourhood House

The next hurdle?
There’s nothing like another lockdown to put a

When BOOM Clunes opened it was

business (or an individual) on a downer, but

always a twelve-month trial, an initiative

sometimes you have to re-frame what you’re

to help contribute to the recovery of our

feeling to find a reason to celebrate.

community amidst the pandemic. Now
the challenge is to make it long term.

“At a recent committee meeting we were talking
about our Strategic Plan for the next three
years,” says Ms Siobahn Altham, President of
Clunes Neighbourhood House. “One of our

“We only need 50 people to sign up as
Co-Workers (www.boomclunes.org) and
we’ll be able to sign up for a 3-year
option to continue operating BOOM

leadership team said how hard it was to be
excited about the future when we continue to
battle lockdowns and the uncertainty that comes
with operating during a pandemic.”

Clunes,” Siobahn explains. “An
investment of $275 will ensure that
BOOM Clunes can continue to play a role
in adding to the vibrancy and viability of

“They were right of course, but it caused us to

Clunes for years to come. The benefits of

look at what we have achieved,” says Siobahn,

an innovation centred co-working space

“Not the least of which has been BOOM Clunes.”

in the heart of our community is only just
beginning to be felt. Who knows what it’ll

Reflecting on the journey it’s taken to get BOOM
up and running since October last year when
CNH first entered negotiations, Siobahn says
that
BOOM Clunes hasn’t happened in isolation.
“Whether we’ve been in lockdown or able to
work together, our community has been directly
involved in supporting us to get this initiative off
the ground.”

“From the Men’s Shed who’ve helped us refurbish
upstairs to get BOOM Works open, local
innovators who’ve developed products to sell in
the shop or outside in the lane, our customers,
the businesses

spark for our town if it’s here for the long
haul?"
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ATTITUDE:
AGEING WELL
IN CLUNES

EMERGENCY
RELIEF / OPEN
HOUSE DINNERS

Clunes Neighbourhood House

Clunes Neighbourhood House

739 people safely participating in more than

Finding safe ways to help each other proved

120 activities in just five months; it’s hard to

to be a task Clunes was up to during any

argue with an outcome like that! COVID

level of restriction. From our thriving

isolated our older community, many of whom

#FoodisFree with its new farmers market style

live alone. The pandemic saw the end of the

stall and fridge, to more than 50 open house

Senior Citizens’ Club (and later PROBUS), but

dinners delivered safely to people’s doors

the community came together in some truly

each week, we’ve found ways to keep in

hard times to re-imagine what could be done

touch that are now the foundation of our

to help people 60+ years (and anyone else who

food security programs.

wants to join in) keep socially connected,
intellectually stimulated, and physically fit.

Order your Open House meal online:

Follow them on Facebook:

www.clunesnh.org/openhousemeals

www.facebook.com/AttitudeClunes/

Phone 5345 4078 or pop into BOOM Clunes
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Community Groups

All Nations Masonic Lodge Every first Tuesday except January. New members most welcome. Contact
Secretary: Peter Billing, 0413 213 596 or peter.billing@iinet.net.au.
Anglican Church St Paul’s, Templeton St. Worship: Eucharist for all ages 10am on 1st & 3rd Sundays, followed
by bring & share lunch. All welcome. Enq.: Father Chris Keast Home: 0353 324 723 Mobile: 0427 911 792 Email:
ckeast@ballaratanglican.org.au for baptisms, weddings & funerals.
Art Attack / Circus Primary school students from 3:30pm - 5pm and Secondary school students 5pm - 7pm
Tuesday afternoons at Clunes Football / Netball Club during school terms. Call 5345 4078.
Clunes & District Agricultural Society Meet 8pm on 3rd Thur of month from Feb - Oct. Nov meet Thur before
Show & Thur after. President: Jenny Redpath Ph. 0400 613 153; Secretary: Gayle Wrigley Ph. 0400 907 506;
Homecrafts: Julie Spittle 5343 4201. Website: www.clunesshow.com.au.
Clunes & District Young Farmers Meetings every 2nd Tues, 7.30pm at the Young Farmers club rooms at Show
Grounds. A friendly, social environment for anyone aged 16-30. Contact: Jenny 0400 613 153.
Clunes Angling Club All welcome. Meet on the first Monday each month 7.30pm, old SMB building.
Clunes Artists' Group Meet 1st Saturday of the month starting 10.30am and every Thursday at 12.30pm as a
working group. Venue: Lunch Room, Clunes Neighbourhood House. Enquiries: Marlene 0409 355 857.
Clunes Bowling Club Social Bowls every Wednesday, 6pm arrival for a 6:30pm start. Contact Josh Polson 0417
300 969 or polsy1031@yahoo.com.au.
Clunes Book Club Enq.: Karen: 5345 3703. Book Club meets 7:30pm on the 2nd Thurs of the month at the RSL.
Clunes Crafternoon Mondays Meets 4th Monday of the month at the Clunes Neighbourhood House 12-3pm
BYO lunch + craft projects, all crafts + kids welcome.
Clunes Field & Game Enq.: Eric 5345 3571.
Clunes Football & Netball Club Enq.: Chris Hill 0420 780 588 or Kath Milne 0448 453 665,
www.clunesmagpies.com.au. All welcome.
Clunes Free Lending Library Meetings held 4th Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Enq.: Graeme Johnstone
(Chairman of the Committee) 0427 534 532 or via e-mail at thedukesbb@bigpond.com.
Clunes Garden Club Meet on the first Monday of the month at 10.15am. Outing days will meet at 9.15am. For
info, please contact Secretary Susan McVeigh 0400 557 434 or President Deirdre Krausgrill 0425 707 972.
Clunes Golf Club Inc Ph: 5345 3499. Contact Ray Skinner 0428 056 509 or Lawrie Lees 5345 3034. Course 18
holes, sandscrapes, par 70, all year round play. Non members $10 green fees for 18 holes. $5 with Member.
Under 16 free. Visitors welcome on Sunday/Wednesday competition days.
Clunes Landcare and Waterways Group New members always welcome. Contact: Chris O’Donnell 0408 034
017 or cluneslandcare@gmail.com for information.
Clunes Library at The Warehouse-Clunes, 36 Fraser St (next to Collins Place). Open Mon & Thur 10am-6pm,
Wed & Fri 10am-4pm. Sat 10am-3pm & Sun 11am-3pm. Closed Tue. Ph: 5345 3359.
Clunes Men’s Shed Open 10am-12pm Mon, Wed & Fri at the Community Gardens, 18 Alliance St. A safe and
friendly space for men to meet in a workshop setting. Enq.: Peter Chandler 0438 222 095.
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Community Groups

Clunes Museum Seeking volunteers to help catalogue the Collection in the Museum Workshop from 10am
each Thursday. Committee meets every 2nd Thursday of the months at 10am in the Ulumbarra Room at the
Warehouse. Enq.: The Warehouse 5345 3359 and leave message for Museum.
Clunes Neighbourhood House Youth, art & community programs, printing services, free internet, gallery
available for hire. 70 Bailey St (at Bottle Museum) Ph: 5345 4078, Email co-ordinator@clunesnh.org. Open 9-3
Mon-Fri. Website: www.clunesnh.org.
Clunes Playgroup Fun & friendship for babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers & their parents/caregivers. Clunes
Health Centre, Wed 10am-12pm, term time. Enq.: Bec Clowes 0437 497 432.
Clunes Pre-School 109 Fraser St. Enq.: 53453228 or clunes.district.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
Clunes Reconciliation Group Enq. Pat Hockey 0412 646 138 or pat@breaze.org.au.
Clunes RSL Membership enquiries to the Secretary, Mr Lindsay Pritchard, on 0427 028 556.
Clunes Tourist & Development Association During COVID, meetings will be held online. Contact President
Darrel Dreiberg on 0412 513 068 or Secretary Damien Whitten on 0458 553 200 for enquiries.
Clunes Trekkers Regular weekly town walks for any fitness level. Varied bush walks for medium to
experienced walkers. Contact: Lois Nicholls on 0467 331 136.
Clunes Writers' Group Meets on the second Monday of the month (including public holidays), at the Senior
Citizens building on the corner of Fraser and Templeton Streets from 1pm -3pm. For further information
contact Patsy Skinner on 0407 377 610.
Community Garden 70 Bailey Street, Clunes. Meets Tuesday and Friday at 10am.
Creative Clunes Inc. Organisers of the annual Clunes Booktown festival and monthly Booktown on Sunday
author talks. Volunteers always welcome. Enquiries: 5345 3947 or at the Railway Station, Service St.
Lee Medlyn Home of Bottles Management Committee Meets on the 3rd Monday of the month at the Bottle
Museum, 70 Bailey Street, Clunes at 10.30am. Visitors welcome.
Mad Chatters Club Meets every Wednesday at 2pm to 3.30pm for casual get togethers alternating between
Widow Twankeys and Rose & Oak cafés. Contact Sue on 0400 557 434.
Monday Night Netball Clunes Every Monday evening during school terms. 2 seasons per year. Enq.: Lana
0427 781 080 or Liz 0429 453 808.
Spare Parts Club Meets 1st Tues of month 2pm to 3:30pm, Clunes Community Health Centre. Enq.: Georgina
5345 9150 or Barbara 0410 946 095.
Tourello Red Cross Meetings as required. Please contact Janet Harrison for information on 5345 3060.
Uniting Church St Andrew’s. 12-14 Service St (Wesley Campus). Worship services at 11am on 2nd and 4th
(Holy Communion) Sundays and last Sunday of school term at 4pm including meal and activities for all ages.
Everyone welcome. Enq.: Rev Rosemary Carter 0431 286 285 or rosemary.carter@internode.on.net.
Yoga Classes At Clunes Attitude every Tuesday 7pm, and Chair Yoga Friday 11.30am. All levels welcome. Enq:
Lily 0459 138 797 or lilymason75@gmail.com or www.lilymasonyoga.com.
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WEIGHT OFF
YOUR
SHOULDERS
Clunes Neighbourhood House

The 'Weight off your Shoulders'
program is an innovative health and
community collaboration that has
delivered real results on the ground
for eight participants. Led by a
team of local GPs and CNH, people
scored an exciting 50% or higher on
mental health indicators at the end
of the program than at the
beginning. Participants still meet
informally each week and a new
program is scheduled to start in
September.

Many believe that health and
community collaborations like
'Weight off your Shoulders' have the
potential to significantly reduce the
risks of chronic disease, particularly
in regional areas. So much so that
in a state government supported
initiative, the Neighbourhood
Houses Network recently filmed our
'Weight off your Shoulder' program
as an example of what might be
possible if we adopted more
collaborations like this!
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