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Relevant Victorian Curriculum Content Descriptors 
History 

Content Descriptors Relevant Elaborations 
Identify and explain the causes and effects of European settlement and 
exploration (VCHHC070) 
 

•exploring different stories about contact experiences and early penal 
life to discover the thoughts or feelings of the people at that time, for 
example, convicts, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, convict 
guards and free settlers 

Describe the significance of Australian celebrations, symbols and 
emblems (VCHHC071) 

•generating questions about the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, and the nature of contact in early Australia 
•identifying the meaning of celebrations from different perspectives, 
for example, Australia Day for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples compared with other cultural groups 

The significance of Country and Place to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who belong to a local area (VCHHK072) 

•identifying the language groups of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who belong to the local area and explaining the 
relationship between language, country, place and spirituality 
•listening to Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander Elders, grandparents 
and older community members tell stories associated with the local 
language groups and the land they belong to 

One significant narrative, myths or celebration from the past 
(VCHHK075)  

•investigate the rituals surrounding a corroboree 

Significance of days and weeks celebrated or commemorated in 
Australia and the importance of symbols and emblems, including 
Australia Day, ANZAC Day, Harmony Week, National Reconciliation 
Week, NAIDOC week and National Sorry Day (VCHHK076) 

•examining the symbolism of flags such as the Australian, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander flags, and recognising special occasions when 
they are flown, for example, all three flags are flown during NAIDOC 
week, National Reconciliation Week, National Sorry Day and MABO day 
•recognising the significance of other days or weeks including the 
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Anniversary of the National Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples 
(2008) 

The diversity and longevity of Australia’s first peoples and the 
significant ways Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are 
connected to Country and Place (land, sea, waterways and skies) and 
the effects on their daily lives (VCHHK078) 

•examining early archaeological sites that show the longevity of the 
Aboriginal people, for example, Nauwalabila, Malakunanja, Devil’s Lair, 
Lake Mungo and Preminghana 
•mapping the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language 
groups in Australia, with particular emphasis on the local area and 
state/territory 
•investigating pre-contact ways of life of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders people, their knowledge of their environment including 
land management practices, their sense of the interconnectedness of 
Country/Place, people, culture and identity, and some of their 
principles, such as caring for country, caring for each other and 
respecting all things 
•studying totems in the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and examining the differences between their totems 

The nature of contact between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and others, for example, the Macassans and the Europeans, 
and the effects of these interactions (VCHHK081) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•investigating contact with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples before 1788, for example, the repulsion of the Dutch at Cape 
Keerweer in 1606 and the trade between the Macassans and the 
Yolngu people 
•comparing the European concept of land ownership with the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples' relationship with the land 
and sea, and how this affected relations between them 
•exploring early contact history with the British, for example, 
Pemulwuy or the Black War, and the impact that British colonisation 
had on the lives of Aboriginal people such as dispossession, dislocation 
and the loss of lives through conflict, disease, loss of food sources and 
medicines 
•exploring whether the interactions between Europeans and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples had positive or negative effects 
•examining paintings and accounts (by observers such as Watkin Tench 
and David Collins) to determine the impact of early British colonisation 
on Aboriginal peoples' country 
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Intercultural Capability 
● Describe what they have learnt about themselves and others from intercultural experiences including a critical perspective on and respect for 

their own and others cultures (VCICCB006) 
● Explain the role of cultural traditions in the development of personal, group and national identities (VCICCD007) 

 
 
 
 

Key Questions Key Objectives (knowledge and skills) Suggested Assessment 
How long have Aboriginal Peoples lived in 
Australia? 
 
How are local Aboriginal Peoples 
connected to Country and Place? 
 
What were the effects of British 
Colonisation on Aboriginal Peoples? 
 
What do symbols (flags), commemorations 
and celebrations mean to local Aboriginal 
Peoples? 
 
 

Understand Victorian and New South Wales 
maps from the perspective of local Koorie 
Peoples. 
 
Understand local Koorie Peoples 
connection to country. 
 
Understand the effect of British Colonisation 
on local Koorie Peoples. 
 
Understand the meaning behind our 
Aboriginal flags, commemorations and 
celebrations, e.g.  NAIDOC Week, 
Reconciliation Week, National Sorry Day, 
anniversary of the National Apology. 
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Lessons 
# Focus Objectives Teacher and Student Resources Activities 
 Stories of the Dreaming viewed and read throughout unit acknowledging the Aboriginal Peoples’ (tribes or individuals) from where 

they originate. (Text and online) 
1 Longevity Understand 

how long 
Aboriginal 
Peoples have 
lived in 
Australia. 

SBS On Demand: First Australians Episode 1. (0:00 – 3:38) 
http://www.sbs.com.au/firstaustralians/ 
 
Creative Spirit: 
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/history/aboriginal-hist
ory-timeline-1400-1769 
 
NFSA Digital Learning Resource: 
http://www.aushistorytimeline.com/ 
 
Handout - Timelines (see Unit website) 

View First 
Australians 
episode  
Create a timeline 
of Australian 
Aboriginal 
Peoples. Create 
a timeline of own 
ancestry in 
Australia. 
Compare 
ancestries. 

2 Country Tribal 
boundaries 

Contemporary Victorian land map  
 
View Aboriginal Victorian Language Map: 
http://www.cv.vic.gov.au/existingmedia/7419/VACLMap_1360.jpg 
 
Map outline of Victoria 
 
See the following handouts on the Unit webpage: 

● Handout - Victoria Map Outline  
● River Maps - Victoria 
● Contemporary Map - Victoria  

 

View and 
compare 
contemporary 
map of 
Victoria/New 
South Wales and  
Australian 
Aboriginal 
Tribal/Language 
map.  
Compare areas 
of local tribal 
groups to the 
contemporary 
map. Students 
outline on a blank 
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Victorian map the 
land area of local 
Aboriginal 
Peoples to gain 
an understanding 
of the traditional 
lands. 

3 Country & Place How do some 
of our local 
Aboriginal 
Peoples 
identify their 
Country and 
themselves? 

3 Rivers Flow - Echuca/Moama - IHHP 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLIamwxnab0 
 
 
 
 
 

View the 
Campaspe, 
Goulburn and 
Murray Rivers in 
relation to the 
music clip. Label 
the three rivers 
on map (previous 
lesson).  
Discuss the 
connection of 
local Aboriginal 
Peoples to the 
land. 

4 Traditional Life  People of the Murray River (North West region) 
http://www.murrayriver.com.au/about-the-murray/murray-river-aboriginals/ 
 

-Summarise text; 
or 
-View as a class 
and summarise. 

5 
 
 

Traditional Life - 
Excursion to 
Bangerang 
Cultural Centre  

 Excursion Booklet (see Unit webpage) 
 
To arrange the excursion, contact the Cultural Centre through: 
 
Phone - 5831 1020 
Email - info@bangerang.org.au 

 

Excursion – 
Bangerang 
Cultural Centre  
 

6 Country and Understand Videos - View clips. 
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 Place 
 
 

how Country is 
part of who 
some local 
Aboriginal 
Peoples are. 

Welcome onto country: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpcMBmqVls4 
 
Connection to Country Dookie: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQV_2rcEWzU 
 
Culture Victoria - The Land is your Mother – Clive Atkinson: 
http://www.cv.vic.gov.au/stories/aboriginal-culture/land-and-spirit/the-land
-is-your-mother/ 
 
Aunty Ella on her connection to place 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCEZPFfqBjs&t=2s 
 
Alternate -  
Invite local Aboriginal Peoples to talk about their Place and connection to 
Country. 

Discuss and list 
the different ways 
Yorta Yorta 
Peoples live/d 
from the land and 
what it means to 
them.  
Discuss, list and 
compare how 
students live from 
the land today 
and what the 
land means to 
them. 
Students reflect 
on and express 
the importance of 
the land they live 
on. 
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Impact of 
European arrival 
Indigenous 
Peoples 

Explain what 
happened to 
Aboriginal 
Peoples when 
the British 
colonized 
Australia? 

Behind the News, First Fleet: 
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3934600.htm 
 
Henry Meyrick a settlers account of frontier violence in Victoria: 
http://www.programs.sbs.com.au/firstaustralians/content/#/search/ 
 
ABC Splash:  
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/103088/australias-ancient-past-in-t
rouble 
 
Culture Victoria: 
http://www.culturevictoria.com/existingmedia/5755/massacre_File0001.jp
g 
 

View 
historical/spiritual 
clips about 
European impact 
on Aboriginal 
peoples. 
Explore and list 
students’ own 
historical/spiritual 
places such as 
cemeteries, art 
galleries and 
discuss the 
impact on today’s 
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Culture Victoria: 
http://www.culturevictoria.com/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photograph
s-indigenous-victorians/ 
 

society if these 
were destroyed. 
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Impact of 
European arrival 
on local 
Aboriginal 
Peoples 

What were 
Missions ?– 
Maloga and 
Cummeragunja 
– the 
beginnings of 
Aboriginal 
Rights 

Australian Screen, Lousy Little Sixpence: 
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip1/ 
Australian Screen, Lousy Little Sixpence: 
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip3/ 
 
Koorihistory.com: 
http://koorihistory.com/cummeragunja/ 
Transcripts of oral histories – Online Learning Site: Yorta Yorta 
Forest-Wetlands: 
https://waynera.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/thomas.pdf 
 

 

9 
 
 

Explore 
celebrations and 
commemorations 
of local 
Aboriginal 
Peoples. 

 Explore NAIDOC week 
http://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-history 
 
NITV Reconciliation week 
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/explainer/what-national-reconciliation-week 
 
National Sorry Day 
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sorry-Day-
PDF.pdf 
 
Kevin Rudd’s apology to the Stolen Generations 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3TZOGpG6cM 
 

View, reflect and 
discuss. 

10 Australian Flags  Australian Aboriginal Flag and Torres Strait Islander Flag 
http://www.ausflag.com.au/aboriginal_flag.asp 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOEY1GCFoN0 
 
 

Reflect on the 
importance of all 
Australian maps. 

http://www.culturevictoria.com/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photographs-indigenous-victorians/
http://www.culturevictoria.com/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photographs-indigenous-victorians/
http://www.culturevictoria.com/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photographs-indigenous-victorians/
http://www.culturevictoria.com/stories/aboriginal-culture/early-photographs-indigenous-victorians/
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip1/
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip1/
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip3/
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip3/
http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/lousy-little-sixpence/clip3/
http://koorihistory.com/cummeragunja/
http://koorihistory.com/cummeragunja/
https://waynera.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/thomas.pdf
https://waynera.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/thomas.pdf
https://waynera.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/thomas.pdf
https://waynera.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/thomas.pdf
http://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-history
http://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-history
http://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-history
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/explainer/what-national-reconciliation-week
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/explainer/what-national-reconciliation-week
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/explainer/what-national-reconciliation-week
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sorry-Day-PDF.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sorry-Day-PDF.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sorry-Day-PDF.pdf
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Sorry-Day-PDF.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3TZOGpG6cM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3TZOGpG6cM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3TZOGpG6cM
http://www.ausflag.com.au/aboriginal_flag.asp
http://www.ausflag.com.au/aboriginal_flag.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOEY1GCFoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOEY1GCFoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOEY1GCFoN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOEY1GCFoN0


Kaiela Dhungala First Peoples Curriculum – Unit Plan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


