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Middens
The presence of middens in an area shows that Aboriginal people once lived there. Shell middens mostly contain freshwater mussel shells along with bone remnants from wallabies, yabbies, lizards, fish and birds. Middens are found throughout Australia: along the coast, inland lakes, swamps, and river banks. They are usually in the best spot possible – a pleasant place, that’s easy to get to, where there is plenty of food.
Middens give clues as to the time of year Aboriginal people used middens, and diet and density of population of Aboriginal people in different areas 30,000 years ago. They also provide evidence of: tools made from stone, bone or shell; bones from land and see animals used as food and burials. 


Cave art
Rock and cave art can be found in many locations across Australia. Some Aboriginal engravings and paintings are so very old such as those found in Arnhem Land that show Aboriginal contact with Maccassan traders from outside of Australia. Some art presents a comprehensive record of artefacts in daily use, including a variety of leaf boomerangs, a 'boomerang club', a narrow shield, and hafted stone axes. Other rock paintings are relatively recent and are part of living tradition such as those depicting early sailing ships, a World War II plane and a bicycle. Most importantly these pictures are very important to people who know and respect their meanings. 
[image: Aboriginal peg marks follow an outline in soft sandstone rock.]Non-Aboriginal people may view rock art as an individual piece of art, and admire the beauty and intricacy of it and then move on. Most Aboriginal art sites were not intended that way. Rather they form an interconnected grid of sites or places, which are all part of an overall story more than the sum of its parts. Some sites also map out the stars and provide a great knowledge of astronomy. 



[image: An Aboriginal scarred tree showing a big gap in its bark.]Scarred trees
When Aboriginal people scarred trees they removed large pieces of its bark and used it for traditional purposes. Scarred trees along waterways throughout Victoria show from which bark canoes, shields, boomerangs and carrying dishes were cut out of. 
Scarred trees are significant as they indicate the relationship Aboriginal people had with the land. They cut the bark from the trees, but did not damage the tree too much. They made sure the tree could survive afterwards.

Tools
Tools and implements reflect the location of different Indigenous groups. For example, coastal tribes used fishbone to tip their weapons, whereas desert tribes used stone tips. Aboriginal people all had knives, scrapers, axe-heads, spears, various vessels for eating and drinking, and digging sticks. 
Aboriginal people used stone tools for many things including: to make other tools, to hunt and prepare food, to chop wood, and to prepare animal skins. The presence of tools in an area indicates that area was used regularly for hunting and as a meeting place of local tribes. Stone will often have come from a very different area, showing that it is traded or transported. 

Fish and eel traps
Rivers have always been an important food source for Aboriginal people in the Basin. Ancient fish traps, thought to be one of the oldest human-made structures in the world, are located just below the weir at Brewarrina. The traps are constructed from carefully placed rocks in a circular arrangement and are still in use today.
The Gunditjmara people of Western Victoria also developed their landscape by digging channels to bring water and young eels from a local creek to low lying areas. They created ponds and wetlands linked by channels containing weirs. Woven baskets were placed in the weirs to harvest mature eels.
The Budj Bim National Heritage Landscape at Lake Condah in Victoria's south-west is home to the remains of potentially one of Australia's largest aquaculture systems. Dating back thousands of years, the area shows evidence of a large, settled Aboriginal community systematically farming and smoking eels for food and trade. Aboriginal people were aware of the relationship they had with the land. When they hunted and gathered food they had to do so sustainably in order to preserve the resource for future years.
Read the information above and fill out the table below. 
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	How does it show connection of ATSI peoples and the land?
	Why is that artefact important?
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Information collected from
http://www.mdba.gov.au/discover-basin/people/aboriginal-heritage-culture
http://www.australia.gov.au/about-australia/australian-story/austn-indigenous-cultural-heritage
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/land/aboriginal-scarred-trees
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/places/national/budj-bim
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/nswcultureheritage/ShellMiddens.htm 
http://www.aboriginalartonline.com/art/rock.php 
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/arts/aboriginal-rock-art 
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