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RLD Andrea D'Cruz and Ruth Levine formed RLD in 2005 and together lead
team of interior designers. While the design studio’s portfolio is varied, it it
known for clean, contemporary lines, neutral palettes with bold highlightg;
and use of rich texture. Andrea began her career in 1994.

THE BRIEF Andrea was asked to convert a penthouse and the three-bedredir
apartment below on the upper levels of a Sydney northern beaches buildina
into one large five-bedroom apartment. While the client left the brief openar
Andrea says she formulated the following: “A sophisticated, resort-like
aesthetic that is easy to live with and maintain. ‘Easy to live with’' was
interpreted as being able to come into contact with all furniture in your
swimmers. We created a relaxed, simple and harmonious environment.”
THE INSPIRATION With views over the beach, a relaxed, resort style was tht
logical choice, says Andrea. A level of sophistication injected in the design is
adirect reflection of the client’s personality. “The ability to easily maintain
surfaces in a coastal environment was of great importance; this heavily
influenced material choices, in particular the use of outdoor fabrics indoor
THE PALETTE Natural materials in diverse textures, such as leather, hide, liner
timber and stone, dominate, chosen not just for their looks, but also their
practicality, says Andrea. Splashes of bold colour, in the art and accessories,
have been added to this neutral background. Dulux ‘Natural White' was used
on nearly all walls, while a feature wall in the living room has thisina
polished-plaster application. Handmade tiles from Onsite Design Studio
extend from the kitchen into the dining area, while all floors are honed mart
STYLE NOTES Sand and surf may dictate the mood, but sophistication is never
far away. The coffee table, for example, blends the two. “In elegant leather
and bronze, it was selected for its grounding effect,” says Andrea, “but it also
provides the flexibility of casual sitting, or allowing you to put your feet up.*

de ‘Flash’ rug from De Poo
coffee table with bronze tr.

Fanuli Furniture
‘Tulip* floor lampi
1 ‘Zebrano' vugfrom De Poortere. Blue artworl

- 3 = |

“ITrr ke

(Xxxyy)

THE ABREETY 7. 1/
SURFACES 11\ 1.(() (STAL: FAV]R() VMENT

Wus f great zmpnrfu//r'e this heavily influenced nml('rml hoices,
in particutar the use of outdoor fabrics indoors.

. Baker ‘Porter’
rom Cavit & Co.
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hairs by Casadei

Mangowood bowlfrom Orient House. Floor in Gri
marble from Surface Gallery. TOP RIGHT ‘Max’ parqu etry dining table
inrecycled ti from Fanuli Furniture. Dining¢
Furniture. Héfmon & Hermon pendant lights. Attwork by Joanna
' Kitas fromArtduo. BOTTOM The family roomf patures an ultra-
comfortabléBPAInternational ‘Manhattan’ madular sofa, from
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