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Grow Your Church 
Through Visitors 

Lesson Six: Your Digital Front Door – Social Media 

 

Your Social Media Presence 
 

Over 1 billion people on Facebook and over 600m people on Instagram. People’s lives are 

now intertwined with social media. 

 

First question, where is our church? Discover what platforms are being used by your 

church. Are our people involved in Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube? A simple 

survey will give you this info. 

 

Second question, where is our community? Discover what platforms are being used by 

your community.  

 

Third question, which church members love which platforms. Discover people who are 

keenly involved in the various social media platforms.  

 

Equip them with helpful resources. Give them some policy guidelines. Use these online 

policies for churches and ministries as a guide. 

Point these people towards bloggers like Steve Fogg and BufferApp. 

Then, let them loose! 

 

 

Facebook 
Over one billion people are now active on Facebook. 

http://justinwise.net/social-media-policies-churches-ministries
http://justinwise.net/social-media-policies-churches-ministries
http://www.stevefogg.com/
https://blog.bufferapp.com/
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Two things you can do as a church is start a Facebook page and start an open Facebook 

group. 

 

Why a page and a group? 

 

Primarily because Facebook keeps changing the rules and not all of your Facebook posts will 

be seen by everyone who has liked your page. Facebook limits these numbers because it 

wants you to pay to boost your post to your people. You can spend money on Facebook ads 

and that can be a good thing if your church is at that stage. Check out Amy Porterfield and 

Social Media Examiner if you want to check out the best way to connect with Facebook 

advertising.  

 

Instagram 
Get a church account for Instagram.  

Use church hashtag on each post e.g. #baptistcronulla  

Use 30 hashtags on each post. Place these in the comments sections. Check out my account 

to see how this is done @finkelde. Use local community hashtags. 

 

 

YouTube  
Create a YouTube channel. Upload short videos generally less than 3 mins.  

Devotionals, about us, preaching, why I love my church and so on.  

This enables people to know more about your church through your digital front door. 

  

 

Guidelines on What To Post on Social Media 
On your various social media channels post photos, videos, scriptures, information, quizzes, 

podcast and more. 

 

Remember this one thing: it’s social. It’s a telephone not a megaphone. 

Promotional posts: 1 out of 10 

If all your posts are “Come to our event” people will switch off  

http://www.amyporterfield.com/
http://www.socialmediaexaminer.com/
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Sample Posts: 

 

Happy Birthday Matt! Have a superb day.  

 

I’m preaching on prayer next month – what question would you like answered?  

  

Visiting our church this Sunday? Here’s a map to help you get there easily  

http://bit.ly/pypI2s  

 

I’d appreciate your prayers for the Bayntun’s two boys who are battling the flu 

 

Solid reading but worth the effort. Scholar Gordon Fee on the cultural context of Eph 5 & 6 

http://bit.ly/158GGG0  

 

Something different this Sunday as we host John Finkelde who just happens to have a 

superb sense of humour! 

  

Mobilise different people in your church to create a social presence on the web that helps 

people connect to your church. Be social! 

 

 

Download and Complete the Check List  

Discover social media channels used by our church 

Discover social media channels used by our community 

Create a simple social media policy 

Appoint a Facebook facilitator 

Start a church Facebook page 

Start a church Facebook group 
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Appoint an Instagram facilitator 

Adopt a church hashtag 

Appoint a YouTube facilitator 

Start a YouTube channel 


