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Partnering in the Gospel 
2 Timothy 4:9-22 

25 November 2018 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  Some friends will help you, some friends will hurt you but Christ won’t desert you. 

Big Question:  How does God uses friends to help us at difficult times? 

Introduction 

It’s the American sitcom that only ran for ten years, but became one of the most popular TV 

shows of all time, having the most-watched television episode of the naughties. 

I can’t remember ever seeing an episode, but the theme music is iconic, immediately 

recognisable to anyone who grew up in the ‘90s. 

{Play theme song from Friends} 

How does the next line go? 

I'll be there for you 

 

Friends is about the lives of six single friends in their 20s. 

It follows their relationships as they change and develop (not necessarily grow) through the 

ups and downs of life. 

Being a sitcom, there are plenty of tiffs and strained relationships. 

Yet even in the mess and the difficulty, they’re committed to each other. 

When the rain starts to pour 

Like I've been there before 

'Cause you're there for me too.1 

 

Friendship is about knowing people deeply and sharing life with them. 

Being a friend means being there for someone else. 

Friends help to share the joys and carry one another through the sorrows of life. 

 

Friendship doesn’t go out of fashion. 

And neither, it seems, does this TV show. 

Literally.  Twenty years later, you can still buy brand new merchandise. 

I was quite surprised to find that channel GO! still plays five or six episodes every, single 

day. 
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With people often living far away from family support, hot-desking, nursing homes, high 

fences and remote garage doors that allow us to be whisked into our fortresses without 

seeing another soul, friendship isn’t always easy to come by. 

Friendships, good friendships, lasting friendships can be as rare as hens’ teeth. 

In an age of social media, it might feel easy to have lots of friends because Snapchat tells 

me so, but many people are feeling lonelier than ever before. 

 

We mustn’t underestimate the importance of friends. 

Even introverts need the support of others as we navigate our way through life. 

Good friends are a gift from God. 

Outline 

This morning is the last talk in our series in the letter of 2 Timothy. 

Paul is writing to his ministry apprentice, Timothy, his son in the faith, who is in Ephesus. 

Timothy is being entrusted with the gospel. 

2 Timothy 1:13 (NIV11)  13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound 

teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 

Over the last two weeks, we saw that Timothy was commissioned to preach the word 

because Jesus is coming back (verse 1), people won’t put up with sound doctrine (verse 3), 

and Paul is about to finish his earthly race (verse 7). 

 

We’ve got more comings and goings this week as we look at the verses that wrap up this 

letter. 

This is a bit of a messy passage; it describes people going here, there and everywhere. 

When it was read earlier, you probably had a number of questions. 

You probably weren’t just wondering who all these people are, but also why you should care 

about them. 

What do we do with this final part of the letter and how’s the preacher going to pull a rabbit 

out of the hat on this one? 

 

I’ve got to say that I was wondering the same thing. 

It’s always a deflating feeling to open up a passage like this and wonder if I’m going to have 

anything to say come Sunday. 

However, God says, “Preach the word” and as I’ve meditated on these verses this week, I’ve 

been encouraged – and rebuked – in ways that I didn’t expect. 

I hope you are too as we look at them this morning. 
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In fact, it nearly became two sermons because there’s actually a whole bunch of neat stuff in 

here. 

 

We’ve just got to get our heads around the fact that this isn’t a straightforward, orderly 

passage that gives us nice, neat, clear instructions. 

Although I’m sure God has preserved it for our benefit, it wasn’t originally written to be 

preached as a three-point sermon. 

We’re reading some else’s mail. 

Don’t feel uncomfortable though, because in verse 22 you can see that Paul greets all the 

people – people other than Timothy – in the churches who he’s expecting to read this: 

2 Timothy 4:22b (NIV11)  Grace be with you[s] all. 

While it’s not easy to outline, I think there are a number of insights for us as we look into 

Paul and Timothy’s world – the real life of the early church. 

 

In this passage, we see the importance of friendship in ministry and the Christian life. 

Paul’s in gaol in the city of Rome. 

He’s not under house arrest, but in the Mamartine prison. 

As we saw last week in verse six, he says, “the time for my departure is near”. 

Paul’s very much aware that not all of his friends will be there to support him. 

Jesus is enough, but he still hopes for the support of his friends in his last days. 

2 Timothy 1:4 (NIV11)  4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled 

with joy. 

 

Here’s the big idea that we can take away from these verses:  Some friends will help you, 

some friends will hurt you but Christ won’t desert you. 

 Friends Will Fail Us 

 Friends Will Betray Us 

 Friends Will Help Us 

Some Friends Will Fail Us 

Our first point this morning addresses the uncomfortable reality that some friends will fail us. 

 

Through this letter we’ve been taken to majestic heights as Paul has reflected on the gospel: 

2 Timothy 1:9b–10 (NIV11)  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our 
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Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality 

to light through the gospel. 

And we’ve been taken to sad depths as well: 

2 Timothy 1:15 (NIV11)  15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia has 

deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes. 

As we get to the end of the letter, it’s clear that Paul has rock-solid hope in Jesus. 

At the same time, he’s desperate to see Timothy. 

 

Paul is lonely in gaol. 

His days are numbered, he’s effectively on death row, and he finds himself without much of 

a support network in his final days. 

No one is with him, except for Luke – verse 11. 

It could well be, that Luke’s the one who copied this letter down for Paul. 

 

There are all kinds of reasons why Paul’s friends are out of town. 

Tychicus was sent by Paul to Ephesus, verse 12. 

Roman Post didn’t exist two thousand years ago, and if it did, they’d probably lose his letter 

or deliver it whenever they got around to it. 

Someone had to take this letter and make sure that it got to Timothy. 

 

Paul greets the household of Onesiphorus – or “One Sip Horus” as I’ve heard someone call 

him. 

We know from chapter one that when everyone else from Asia abandoned Paul, 

Onesiphorus came to Rome and searched for him. 

He wasn’t ashamed of Paul’s chains.2 

Trophimus couldn’t be by Paul’s side because he was sick and needed to stay in Miletus. 

This is a complete aside, but isn’t it interesting that if the miraculous sign gift of healing was 

common in the church, that Paul or someone else didn’t just heal his friend? 

 

Erastus had stayed in Corinth. 

He had a very important and influential position in the city.3 

It’s likely that he’s the same Erastus who paid for the pavement in front of the theatre in 

Corinth. 

We know where some of his other friends are too:  Crescens has gone to Galatia and Titus 

has gone to Dalmatia. 



~ 5 ~ 

 

We don’t know why, but given what we know about Titus, it seems likely that he was there 

because there was ministry to be done. 

 

Sometimes, our friends will fail us. 

They won’t be there for us in our moment of need. 

While life is drawing to a close for Paul, it necessarily marches on for others. 

Churches still needed to be helped and the gospel needed to go forward. 

I think we’re meant to get the sense that Paul doesn’t expect the gospel mission to come to 

a grinding halt for his sake. 

 

Some of us can have unreasonable expectations of our friends. 

We expect that they’ll always be there for us to help us and fix all of our problems, no matter 

what. 

But sometimes, there are other things – important and urgent things – that’re going on that 

stop them from being able to help and minister to us. 

Friendship is a two-way street.  It’s not all about me.   

If I’m a good friend to my friends, then I’ll know and understand because part of me being a 

good friend to them is knowing what pressures and difficulties they’re facing.  

It surprises me how often people feel let down by their friends, but they’re so focused on 

themselves that they have absolutely no idea what was going on for their friends. 

Paul got it.  He doesn’t seem to lay any blame at the feet of his friends when they can be 

there. 

 

At the same time, that didn’t change the fact that he still needed to be ministered to. 

His current situation causes him to reflect on what must’ve been a truly painful experienced 

in his life. 

Paul was familiar with what it’s like to be abandoned and alone. 

Those are really sad words there in verse 16: 

2 Timothy 4:16a (NIV11)  16 At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 

everyone deserted me. 

It must’ve been heartbreaking to remember back to a time when he faced court with no 

support. 

 

There are a few possibilities for the events that Paul’s talking about. 

It could be that he’s talking about his pre-trial hearing. 
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Like today, Roman trials often had a number of phases and he could be talking about the 

first one of these. 

However, if that’s the case, where were all the people he sends greetings from in verse 21 – 

Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the brothers and sisters? 

Why weren’t they by his side? 

 

I think it’s more likely that this was an earlier trial in Rome. 

The book of Acts ends with Paul under house arrest. 

For what he says here, it seems like he was eventually released from that. 

He tells Timothy that he was “delivered from the lion’s mouth”, verse 17.  That’s probably 

talking about Rome. 

And so he was able to keep on preaching the gospel so that more and more gentiles were 

able to hear about the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

On that occasion, at that trial, nobody turned up. 

As he writes to Timothy in Ephesus, he could just mean that no one for Ephesus turned up. 

Or it could be that none of the witnesses who could speak in his defence came to give 

evidence. 

Perhaps they were ashamed of him and the gospel at the critical moment. 

Probably though, he simply means that no one turned up at all. 

In his moment of need, no one came to support him. 

 

This week, a British doctoral student made the news because he got convicted for spying in 

the UAE.4 

I haven’t been following the details of the story closely so I don’t have an opinion, but the 

details of his trial stood out to me. 

It only lasted for five minutes. 

It was a closed court and his lawyer wasn’t even there. 

Imagine what must it feel like – especially if you’re innocent – to stand in the dock of a court 

in a foreign country, and be sentenced to life in prison without any support. 

 

I think I’d feel a little bit bitter about that. 

Some of us get upset when a friend forgets our birthday. 

Or when they don’t call. 

What about when they fail to turn up when you’re on trial?! 
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In your hour of need, the day that you go to court, that’s when you need your friends around 

you! 

How could you not have a chip on your shoulder about that? 

 

Not Paul.  He doesn’t even have a hint of bitterness. 

Look at what he says, verse 16: 

2 Timothy 4:16b (NIV11)  May it not be held against them. 

Wow! 

He asks God that their failure wouldn’t be held against them. 

Isn’t that absolutely astounding? 

That’s true grace and forgiveness. 

 

And it’s a challenge to us. 

If that happened to me, as I reflected on it years later, I reckon I’d feel the strong temptation 

to run through all the ways I’d been wronged in my mind. 

That’s not Paul. 

As someone who was truly gripped by the gospel, he extends the same forgiveness that he’s 

received in Christ. 

 

This radical response isn’t just because Paul was more super-spiritual than the rest of us. 

I’ve heard people – people who are solidly converted – say that they just can’t forgive. 

I think it’s incredibly sad when I hear that. 

I worry about your salvation if you won’t forgive others. 

If we’ve truly experienced his gracious forgiveness, how can we not forgive others too? 

 

Jesus is our model. 

He is full of forgiveness for even the worst offender. 

There’s nothing you can do that’s too bad for him to forgive. 

Thank God Jesus isn’t like we often are, or we’d all be up the proverbial creek. 

 

There’s even more going on, though. 

You see, even as Paul stood in the dock without a friend in the room, he wasn’t alone, verse 

17. 

Even though everyone else had abandoned him, Jesus didn’t. 
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When his friends wouldn’t or couldn’t be there, Jesus was by his side. 

Jesus is reliable.  He won’t ever let us down. 

He came through for Paul. 

Jesus gave him the strength he needed at exactly the time that he needed it. 

 

Jesus is the ultimate friend. 

When all our friends fail us, he will be there. 

He’s never asleep, he’s never too busy, he’s never too far away, he never turns up late. 

And he cares. 

Hebrews 4:15 (NIV11)  15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 

way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 

When everyone else lets us down, we can trust in the Lord. 

 

It’s this past experience that gives Paul an unshakeable hope for the future, even as he’s on 

death row. 

As he waits for what lies ahead, he can be certain that no matter what happens, the Lord will 

bring him safely home. 

2 Timothy 4:18 (NIV11)  18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will 

bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

That verse doesn’t mean that Paul thought he’d be acquitted and freed from gaol this time. 

Nor did he think that he’d escape death. 

But he knew he’d cheat death because nothing could stop Paul from making it to heaven. 

No evil attack could prevent him making it home. 

 

His future didn’t depend on what he’d done. 

Paul’s hope was in what Jesus had done on the cross. 

On the cross, Jesus took the punishment for his sin. 

Paul might be found guilty in a human court, but God will declare him innocent. 

It’s only because Jesus had removed Paul’s shame that he could get to heaven. 

The only way any of us can get to heaven is by trusting in what Jesus has done. 

 

Salvation is a gift. 
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Which means that every evil attack will fail. 

We can’t have our salvation snatched from us because it doesn’t depend on what we’ve 

done. 

When you have Jesus as your friend, you can say, “Bring it on!” 

 

Some friends will fail you, but Christ will never desert you. 

Some Friends Will Betray Us 

Some friends won’t fail you, they’ll actively betray you. 

Paul’s experience was that some of his friends turned on him. 

 

In the case of Demas, when the going got tough, the tough got going. 

Demas was one of Paul’s closest allies, part of his inner circle of friends. 

He wasn’t just some random or a Johnny-come-lately. 

Demas is described as being a “fellow worker” in Philemon 24. 

Paul passes on both Luke and Demas’ greetings at the end of his letter to the Colossians.5 

 

By the time this letter is written though, we find that Demas has abandoned Paul. 

He’s deserted – taking his bat and his ball, he went back home to Thessalonica, verse 10. 

Paul uses the same word as he does of all the people at his first trial in verse 16. 

I’ve heard a few people say that we shouldn’t be too hard on Demas. 

And they’re right.  Who knows how we’d respond if we were in the same situation as he was. 

 

The reason for Demas’ desertion is that “he loved this world”. 

Perhaps he didn’t want to be associated with someone who’s in gaol because it was just too 

shameful. 

It could be that he didn’t want to be guilty by association.  

It sounds to me like he hasn’t just given up Paul, but on Jesus as well. 

 

His focus was completely on the here and now. 

He wasn’t looking for the appearing of Christ like we saw last week in verse eight, but his 

vision is clouded by the reality of how costly it is to follow Jesus. 

Sadly, he walked away. 
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Not only did he give up on Paul, but he gave up on Jesus too. 

 

It’s easy for us to read verse ten like it’s just another fact on the page. 

But that must’ve broken Paul’s heart. 

Can you imagine being in gaol and finding that one of your closest, dearest friends has 

betrayed both you and the gospel? 

But that’s the sad reality. 

When the heat of trials come, some people will decide that they’re going to throw in the towel 

and walk away. 

 

It will feel like betrayal. 

But worse than the betrayal of the friendship is the betrayal of Jesus. 

Having seen and even taught about grace, he’d then walked away and rejected those 

glorious truths. 

That’s what’s truly devastating. 

 

A second person betrayed Paul even more directly. 

Paul warns Timothy about Alexander the coppersmith in verse 14. 

Although we can’t be one hundred percent sure, it seems likely that this is the same 

Alexander that Paul referred to in his first letter. 

He describes people who’ve “suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith”: 

1 Timothy 1:20 (NIV11)  20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I 

have handed over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme. 

 

It seems like the church couldn’t affirm Alexander’s confession of faith anymore and so he 

needed to be disciplined out of the church. 

That’s not something that any church takes lightly or does quickly. 

But the Lord has made it clear that sometimes it’s necessary for the good of the individual 

and the church has a whole. 

 

Alexander didn’t go quietly – he fought back. 

Paul says that he did a great deal of harm, presumably to Paul personally. 

Who knows in what ways he was able to sabotage Paul’s ministry? 

As someone who’d been on the inside, he probably knew exactly how to do the greatest 

amount of damage. 
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Sometimes friends will turn on us. 

The pain of that betrayal is almost unspeakably when it happens. 

It hurts a lot when someone we trust wrongs us. 

This situation isn’t unique to Paul, though. 

David writes in Psalm 41: 

Psalm 41:9 (NIV11)  9 Even my close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my 

bread, has turned against me. 

 

Sooner or later, this will probably happen to you or someone you know. 

There’s not much we can do to stop it, but we can control how we respond. 

It’s tempting to work out a plan to stop them. 

Or come up with a way to get back at them. 

 

I could stew on it, turning it over in my mind as I work out how to get even. 

When I see other people doing this, I’m quick to see it for what it often is: petty and childish. 

But when it’s me, oh, then it’s a different story. 

Then it’s a matter of principle, a hill to die on. 

 

What’s mind-boggling is the way Paul responded. 

He didn’t try to outmanoeuvre Alexander to stop him. 

And he certainly didn’t indulge in revenge. 

He took it on the chin and left justice up to the Lord: 

2 Timothy 4:14b (NIV11)  The Lord will repay him for what he has done. 

 

That’s not easy to do, is it? 

But God is the only one who has the knowledge and character to judge rightly. 

We are biased, we are limited and we judge as hypocrites. 

Jesus is the only one who judges people rightly and fairly. 

 

We have to come to terms with the fact that he doesn’t judge straight away. 

But he gave us time to repent, wouldn’t it be great if the people that have wronged us repent 

before him too! 
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That should be our ultimate hope – that God will judge justly, but also that even our enemies 

might come to know his great mercy and grace. 

 

Nevertheless, Paul warns Timothy about this man because he opposed the message so 

strongly. 

So presumably there are some precautions he should take. 

It’s sad, but some friends will betray us. 

Some Friends Will Help Us 

We’ve saved the best until last.  Some friends will help us. 

There will be some people who we can rely on to come alongside us in our hour of need. 

 

Some people teach that when you become a Christian, everything in life should be a breeze. 

That grossly underestimates the power of sin. 

We’ll face trouble as long as we’re in this world. 

When we trust Christ, sin no longer has power over us, but it’s a life-long project to put it to 

death. 

And we’re affected by the sin of others too. 

“Suffering is the trouble that comes at us. Sin is the trouble that comes out of 

us.”6 

 

We only need to look at the lives of Jesus and Paul to know that this is the case. 

If trouble is a sign of a lack of faith, neither of them must’ve been very faithful. 

Life is difficult because of sin. 

Which is why we need friends. 

I like how Ed Welch says, 

“Life is too hard to manage single-handedly.”7 

 

Even though Paul has the Lord with him, he would also benefit from a friend to walk 

alongside him. 

So, Paul starts this section by asking Timothy to come and join him, verse 9: 

 2 Timothy 4:9 (NIV11)  9 Do your best to come to me quickly, 

And just in case he missed it, he repeats the same request again in verse 21. 
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This’s pretty much a request for Timothy to drop everything as soon as he gets this letter 

and come straight away. 

Even today, the journey from Ephesus to Rome isn’t very direct but you can do it in a day. 

It would take Timothy weeks, if not months. 

Paul wants him to make the journey before the shipping lanes closed for winter, as the trip 

over land would take much, much longer, if it was possible at all. 

 

Some people have suggested that Paul was being selfish, asking Timothy to come. 

Yet the church in Ephesus would be cared for by Tychicus while Tim was gone. 

And while many of his friends couldn’t come, nothing beats having a close friend in a time of 

need. 

Remembering his last experience of the trial, I can understand that he wanted a friend to 

warm his soul and didn’t want to be by himself at the end. 

It’s not selfish to want help from a friend. 

 

Far from it, visiting and supporting believers in prison is something Jesus wants his people to 

do. 

Do you remember what King Jesus says in Matthew 25? 

He says that when he was in prison, you visited me. 

People are confused because they didn’t visit Jesus in prison. 

He replies by saying: 

Matthew 25:40 (NIV11)  40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 

one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

If Paul was expecting Timmo to come, you might wonder why Paul wrote this letter at all. 

Surely he could just tell him everything when he saw him? 

I think there’s a few things going on. 

Firstly, Paul wanted Timothy to stand with him in the gospel. 

He didn’t want him to be ashamed of him and his chains, and stay away like others did. 

And secondly, life’s just unpredictable. 

If he couldn’t arrive in time, it would’ve been important for Timothy to know what he wanted 

to say to him. 

 

And it’s not just Timothy. 

Verse 11 is one of the bright parts of the letter. 



~ 14 ~ 

 

2 Timothy 4:11b (NIV11)  Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to 

me in my ministry. 

That mightn’t sound all that significant, except that Paul and Barnabas had a big ding-dong 

over Mark. 

As Paul and Barnabas were about to leave on their second missionary journey, Barnabas 

wanted to bring his cousin Mark along.8 

Paul didn’t want him to, because Mark abandoned them during their first journey. 

The disagreement was so strong that Paul and Barnabas split up over it and went separate 

ways. 

 

Here, we find that the relationship had been restored. 

We don’t know exactly how that happened, but it’s clear from verse 11 that Paul wants Mark 

to come to because he’ll be helpful to him. 

In his hour of need, it’s not just Timothy, but also Mark that Paul wants by his side. 

 

Paul also asks that his friends to help him with some practical needs too. 

Unlike our prisons which provide all the basics, nothing was provided in a Roman prison, not 

even food. 

With winter approaching, he’s going to get cold, so he asks for a coat to be brought. 

He’d left it was Carpus – he’s a handy guy to know – in Troas and Timothy can collect it on 

the way through. 

 

Paul also want his scrolls and parchments. 

We can only guess what was on them. 

They were probably important to him because they likely included the Old Testament 

Scriptures or some of his own notes on the Bible. 

Either way, they would’ve been important to Paul for his spiritual refreshment. 

 

William Tyndale dedicated his life to translating the Bible into English. 

Because of what he did, he spent the last 16 months of his life locked up in a 2.1 x 1.8 m 

cell. 

We have a letter that he wrote during that time because no one came to visit him and 

therefore no one could take a message out. 

In the letter, he asks for clothes to keep warm, along with a copy of the Hebrew Scriptures 

and a dictionary. 

I think he was following in the footsteps of the apostle. 
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The first application from this is for people who are in vocational ministry like Paul and 

Timothy. 

Some people think that pastors shouldn’t have friends at all. 

There is a very real danger of favouritism. 

It might seem self-serving to say this, but this shows us that pastors need friends. 

Friends outside of the church or the ministry that we’re working in are especially important, 

but friends in the church are a real blessing too. 

 

Some people like being loners, especially in ministry. 

Missionaries, in particular, have to be people who can survive for long periods by 

themselves as they do frontier work. 

It can be hard to find friends on the field. 

How can you be a friend to a missionary by getting to know them, not just as a Christian 

worker, but a friend. 

Not just when they come home, but when they’re in the trenches as well. 

 

Obviously, technology is making it easier. 

I know one man who’s emailed a missionary friend every day for decades. 

What do you talk about every day? 

Sometimes it’s deep, spiritual things but other times it’s superficial things like football. 

Over time though, they’ve built a deep friendship from opposite sides of the world. 

 

Paul was a spiritual giant and yet he needed his support people. 

Because Paul’s ministry wasn’t just his ministry, was it? 

We tend to think that he did it all by himself. 

But it was partnership and in reality, he was helped by a whole bunch of people. 

Why should we think we’re any different? 

 

This was a kick in the pants for me this week. 

A reminder to that I needed to pick up the phone and call a friend. 

So, I did. 

Of course, it went through to voicemail. 

It usually takes us both quite a few rounds of phone tiggy, but I need to persevere. 
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It’s not just pastors and Christian workers though. 

I suspect that many of us aren’t that great at friendship. 

It takes time and effort to keep building friendships. 

If you’re married to your best friend, great. 

Even still, to be healthy you need friends outside of your marriage as well. 

 

The Christian life isn’t for loners, it’s something to be done together. 

No one’s superhuman and able to plough on over the long-term without help. 

We’re in this gospel caper together. 

What can you do to build good friendships? 

 

Firstly, actively work to find good friends. 

Work on cultivating good friendships. 

Build relationships with people who know you deeply and can point you to Jesus. 

People who’ll be there for you in thick and thin. 

When things are going well, they’ll be there. 

When things aren’t going so well, they’ll be there. 

It gets harder as you get older – we tend to keep our friends from earlier in life than gain new 

ones. 

 

Secondly, choose them wisely. 

I thought I’d look through proverbs and I found some great advice. 

I was surprised by how much they emphasise having the right friends: 

Proverbs 12:26 (NIV11)  26 The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way 

of the wicked leads them astray. 

Proverbs 18:24 (NIV11)  24 One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but 

there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

Proverbs 22:24 (NIV11)  24 Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not 

associate with one easily angered, 

 

Church family is really important. 

They say that you can choose your friends but you can’t choose your family. 

We need to work hard at loving everyone in the church like brothers and sisters. 
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But there are some people that you are going to click with better than others, and that’s 

okay. 

You don’t have to have the same depth of relationship with everyone. 

 

Invest in everyone, but t’s okay to build deep friendships with a smaller group of friends. 

The challenge is to do that without being exclusive. 

And remember to build friendships that extend beyond a church family and across time. 

That’s good too. 

 

Thirdly, be a good friend. 

How can you be a friend to those who don’t have friends nearby? 

Good friendships rarely just happen – they take work. 

Look out for those who need a friend. 

 

To be a good friend, you don’t have to have all the answers. 

You might wonder why God used Timothy? 

He clearly didn’t have it all together – he was timid and weak. 

The answer is that mostly, God doesn’t use experts. 

One missionary I know noticed that all his American colleagues had therapists. 

And he found it very hard to make friends with them at church. 

That’s not God’s plan. 

“God has determined that run-of-the-mill people do most of his work - not 

professionals, not experts.”9 

 

That means God uses people like you. 

You might be thinking, “But I don’t have it all together.” 

Sometimes, often, it really helps just to listen. 

That’s all you need to do. 

 

Also, take comfort that he uses people who don’t have it all together. 

God doesn’t just use us in our neediness, he actually uses our neediness. 

 “Since needy, humble helpers are the best ones, and our own neediness 

actually serves other people, we are practicing the basics of being spiritually 

needy.”10 
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Our neediness and specifically our need for Jesus points our friends to him. 

We’ve got the gospel and that’s the answer to every situation. 

A good friend points us to the gospel. 

 

Friendship isn’t all bad news. 

Some friends will stick by us and help us in our time of need. 

Conclusion 

As we finish this letter, we’ve seen that being entrusted with the gospel isn’t always easy. 

This might seem like a really big tangent to the gospel. 

But that’s because we probably underrate the value of friendship. 

In the hard times, we need to remember that some friends will help you, some friends will 

hurt you but Christ won’t desert you. 

 

As we zoom out and look at the book as a whole, what does it mean to be entrusted with the 

gospel? 

It means proclaiming the word of Christ in the power of the Spirit regardless of the cost as 

we pass the gospel onto others. 

And to do that, we need the support of friends. 

 

Let’s pray.

1 I’ll be There for You, The Rembrandts 
2 2 Timothy 1:16-18 
3 Romans 16:27 
4 ‘UK Student Matthew Hedges Jailed for Life in UAE for “spying”’, accessed 24 November 2018, 
https://www.news.com.au/world/middle-east/uk-student-matthew-hedges-jailed-for-life-in-uae-for-
spying/news-story/c3c836c6d22d5a70cd7009b6ea1c32e3. 
5 Colossians 4:14 
6 Welch, 102. 
7 Welch, 17. 
8 Acts 15:37ff 
9 Welch, 70. 
10 Welch, 59. 

                                                



 

Partnering in the Gospel 
2 Timothy 4:9-22 
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Big Idea:  Some friends will help you, some friends will hurt you but Christ won’t desert you. 

Big Question:  How does God uses friends to help us at difficult times?DP} 

Discussion Questions 

1. What makes a good friend? 

2. Do you think that Paul was bothered that his friends weren’t with him in his time of need?  

Why/why not? 

3. How did Paul’s experience at his first trial shape the way he responded in these 

circumstances? 

4. Do you think we should expect our friends to be available for us whenever we need 

them?  Why/why not? 

5. Why did Demas and Alexander betray Paul? 

6. How do you think you’d respond if a friend betrayed you?  How do you think you should 

respond? 

7. Do you think Paul as being selfish when he asked Timothy to come to Rome? 

8. What are some things you could do to be a better friend to others? 

9. What do you do to maintain the friendships you have? 


