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Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

Genesis 18:1-15 

22 April 2018 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  How will God restore the relationship between God and man? 

Big Idea:  Believe God’s promises because he’s the one who comes down to do the 

impossible. 

Introduction 

It’s always fun to look at the dessert menu, window shopping even when you’ve got 

no intention of buying. 

You’re out for a mean and you cast your eye down their list of offerings, stopping at 

what’s obviously a mistake. 

It couldn’t just be that they left out a decimal point. 

Signalling to the maître d’, you politely point out that it’s impossible that a dessert 

could possibly cost US$60,000… a cool $78,000 in real money. 

He patiently explains that it isn’t, in fact, a mistake. 

 

{DP}  The Absurdity Sundae is basically a regular banana split.1 

How could it cost that much, you wonder? 

Well, it’s exclusively served at Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. 

Only the finest ingredients are used, including ice-cream made with ice taken from 

the glacier at the summit of the mountain. 

The experience includes first class travel, top-shelf accommodation and a special 

spoon made in the 1850s to eat it with. 

And if you book more than 24 hours in advance, they can even book a cellist to play 

as you eat. 

 

That’s not even the world’s most expensive dessert.  I kid you not.   

Are these desserts absurd, definitely… and not just by name. 

It seems impossible that someone would buy such a thing, but no. 

Clearly there are people out there with more money than sense. 
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Outline 

{DP}  This term, we’re eating our way through the Bible – looking at meals to get an 

understanding of the big picture of the Bible. 

If you’re just joining us today, we’ve had two meals already. 

{DP}  Week One was Mise en Place – the preparation. 

We saw how the Bible opens with God making the world and filling it with plants to 

support the animals and people he made to fill the world. 

 

{DP}  Week Two was ‘The Bite that Changed the World’. 

Last week, we looked at Genesis 3 and saw how sin entered the world. 

Acting on the suggestion of the serpent, Adam and Eve ate the fruit of the Tree of  

Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

Sitting in judgement of God’s direction not to eat from this tree, they wanted to 

become like God. 

Which they did, sort of, by starting to decide for themselves what is good and what is 

evil. 

 

They were immediately full of shame because of what they’d done though and tried 

to cover up with fig leaves. 

They hid from God because they’d destroyed their relationship with him. 

Finally, they were kicked out of the garden so that their rebellion couldn’t continue on 

forever. 

 

{DP}  If we keep tracing the story of the Bible, it seems like things go from bad to 

worse. 

We see the effects of sin in Genesis 4 where Adam and Eve’s son Cain kills his 

brother Abel. 

Then the wickedness in the world continues to build for a few generations until God 

sends a flood to wipe out the wickedness in the days of Noah. 

The flood didn’t wipe out the problem of sin, though. 

Humanity regroups and in Genesis 11, they build the Tower of Babel as they 

conspire together to overturn God and build a name for themselves. 

 

But God still wasn’t done with the people he created. 
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He didn’t just wash up, wipe down the benches, turn off the lights and walk away. 

{DP}  Which brings us to our next meal – Week 3 ‘Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?’ 

We’ll see that God still wants fellowship with the people who abandoned him. 

Ask not what they’ll do for God though, but ask what God will do for them. 

 

{DP}  The big idea this morning is that believe God’s promises because he’s the 

one who comes down to do the impossible. 

 God Comes Down for Dinner (vv1-8) 

 God Comes Through on His Promises (vv9-15) 

God Comes Down for Dinner (vv1-8) 

Genesis 18 begins with God turning up to have dinner with a bloke named Abraham. 

 

Like many farmers, Abraham would’ve worked a split shift to avoid the heat. 

It was typical to get up early and work hard before taking a break during the middle 

of the day. 

He’s having siesta in his tent when he looks up and sees three men standing there. 

No, it’s not a mirage, although he’s got no clue to exactly who they are or where 

they’ve come from. 

He rushes out to meet them. 

 

Who are these visitors? 

We know that’s it’s Yahweh, the LORD, but only because the Narrator told us so in 

verse 1. 

Abraham’s none the wiser. 

As far as he’s concerned, they’re just regular visitors. 

 

It was the Queen Elizabeth II’s birthday yesterday, even though we don’t celebrate it 

until October. 

At 92 years old, she’s too old to travel now, which’s why Charlie and Camilla 

represented her at the Commonwealth Games last week. 

Which just makes it all the more amazing when you find out that the Queen’s coming 

to your place for dinner. 
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What would you do? 

 

Step one might be cleaning the house so it sparkles. 

Perhaps you’d even get in some contract cleaners in to make sure everything’s just 

right. 

Would you pull out the best table cloth (maybe even buy a new one) and borrow 

some real silver cutlery? 

What would you cook?  Your best meal, the house speciality… or order in some 

gourmet food? 

 

I’d reckon it’d be an amazing experience to have dinner with Her Royal Highness. 

She’s had the inside track on the rapid changes our world has seen over the last 

century. 

But if it was me hosting her for dinner, I’d probably serve her vegemite sandwiches. 

And I don’t even like vegemite sandwiches! 

Tall poppy syndrome is alive and well, ladies and gentlemen. 

And then I’d be asking her if she’d like to do some four-wheel driving – with her 

driving, of course – because I’ve heard she’s got some mad off-road skillz. 

 

What about if God himself turned up for dinner? 

What do you think that’d be like? 

I’d certainly be more impressed than if it was just QEII, for a start. 

And I’d have a much greater sense of reverence. 

 

Who were the three men that visited Abraham, exactly? 

It’s clear that it’s a theophany – an appearance of God. 

Is it meant to be the Trinity – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit? 

The details aren’t clear, but I think it’s more likely the Lord and two angels, for two 

reasons. 

Firstly, because there seems to be a leader amongst the group who does all the 

talking and secondly, because the two angels with him go on to destroy Sodom and 

Gomorrah in chapter 19. 
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Even though Abraham didn’t know at the time who they were, he just about falls over 

himself to offer them hospitality. 

He shows his guests great honour, begging them to stop with him. 

Laying on the charm nice and thick, he bows down low. 

He even offers to wash their feet and let them chill under the trees so that they’ll be 

refreshed. 

 

Abraham promises them a snack for lunch – a morsel of Middle Eastern pita. 

As we’ll see, he wasn’t planning on giving them little lunch, but on going all out with a 

full banquet.  

Since he could just duck down to the local servo to quickly grab some stuff, he starts 

running around like a headless chook, giving out orders. 

 

Sarah’s nana nap’s cancelled for the day as he tells her to bake some bread from 

scratch... using 16kg of the best flour! 

Then he heads off choose a choice bit of beef. 

A lamb or a goat would’ve been more than enough to feed his guests, but he show 

his generosity in choosing a calf for his servant to butcher. 

Finally, he grabs some milk and yoghurt. 

This’s the kind of banquet that’s reserved for a king. 

 

One clear application of this passage is given to us by the New Testament. 

Abraham shows generous hospitality to these complete strangers. 

The writer to the Hebrews encourages his readers to do the same. 

He uses Abraham as the model for Christian believers to follow.  {DP} 

Hebrews 13:2 (NIV11)  2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 

 

Especially in our individualistic, socially reclusive society, hospitality is a dying art. 

We meet people at cafes and restaurants, but our home is our sanctuary. 

It’s hard enough to be hospitable to people we know, let alone strangers. 

 

Did you notice what his command is though:  Do not forget. 
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It’s easy to forget, isn’t it? 

We get busy and life gets away on us. 

Showing hospitality drops off the radar and we don’t do it. 

 

There’s more to this passage than “be like Abraham” though. 

When God first met Abram (as he was called in Genesis 11), there wasn’t anything 

particularly special about him. 

{DP}  Yes, he came from the right family line, but there weren’t many options at that 

point. 

Yet God came to him and directed him to leave Ur of the Chaldeans and move to the 

place he would direct him. 

 

Think about that in the context of Genesis 3, which we looked at last week. 

Adam and Eve rejected God and cut themselves off from God. 

They got expelled from the garden, and now just a few generations later, here is God 

coming down to meet with Abraham. 

We take it for granted that God would want to be friends with us. 

But you just can’t have that perspective in a post-Genesis 3 world. 

 

And not just meet with Abraham, but to have fellowship over a meal with him. 

After everything that’s happened, why would God even turn up? 

This’s a significant event. 

In fact, it’s the only place where God sits down and eats with someone in the Bible, 

before the incarnation. 

Isn’t that just staggering? 

 

This shows us God’s grace. 

He still wants a relationship with his people. 

God would’ve been quite within his rights to call it a day. 

But that’s what grace is like – it doesn’t have to, but it does. 
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When the guest list for Harry and Meghan’s wedding went out, many people were 

surprised that many “important people” were left of the guest list. 

Even more surprising was that they did invite a number of commoners. 

They were all people who’re being honoured for having done something significant 

or being involved in one of their charities. 

You can bet there aren’t any enemies on their list. 

 

That’s not what God’s like though. 

Because of his great grace, he doesn’t give up. 

He comes down and offers fellowship to people who’ve rebelled and made him their 

enemy. 

 

This meal with Abraham is a taste of being back in the garden. 

It’s like being back walking with God. 

God wants the relationship with his people to be restored. 

The only way that can happen is by him coming down. 

And so that’s exactly what he does. 

 

It might sound crazy, it might even sound impossible that God would turn up. 

But there’s more likelihood of God turning up than QEII. 

Even when we don’t deserve it. 

We see God’s love here as he comes down for dinner. 

God Comes Through on His Promises (vv9-15) 

There’s a clear change in the story at the beginning of verse 9. 

God hasn’t just come to dine with Abraham. 

He also has an important message for Abraham’s wife, Sarah. 

This’s a meal and a promise. 

 

The leader of the group of visitors asks where Sarah is. 

According to the customs of that time and place, married women would’ve been 

excluded from the meal. 
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Sarah’s still in the tent, so how does he know her name? 

Besides, it was only very recently in chapter 17 that the Lord changed her name from 

Sarai to Sarah. 

If they didn’t know who these visitors were before, they were probably starting to 

work it out by now. 

 

The leader of the visitors makes a bold proclamation to Abraham. 

Remember that although he speaks to Abraham, Sarah’s listening to everything 

that’s going on.  

He makes the promise that within twelve months, Sarah would have a son. 

Genesis 18:10 (NIV11)  10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you 

about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”  Now Sarah 

was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 

 

We need some background here because there’s a history to this. 

When God first called Abram to follow him, he made some promises to him.  {DP} 

Genesis 12:1–3 (NIV11)  1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your 

country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 

through you.” 

These promises are foundational for how God acts throughout the rest of the Bible. 

{DP}  The first promise was that the Lord would give Abraham a place to live – a 

land of his own. 

{DP}  The second promise is that he would a great family. 

{DP}  The third promise was that God will bless Abraham. 

This blessing wasn’t just for Abraham though. 

{DP}  Through him, all the peoples on earth will be blessed. 

That’s not just a big promise, it’s a seemingly impossible one. 

 

These promises have echoes of the situation in the garden of Eden. 

The garden was a place where God put his people. 

He told them to multiply and fill it. 
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And they experienced God’s blessing and the joy of living in relationship with him. 

You could say that these promises are a bit like a promise that they’ll return to the 

garden. 

 

There’s an incy wincy, teeny weeny little fly in the ointment. 

The obvious problem with this plan is that Abram and Sarai didn’t have any children. 

It’s a bit hard to become a great nation that blesses the whole world when you don’t 

even have an heir. 

 

Abram and Sarai been trying to have kids for a long time.2 

It wasn’t that they didn’t want kids, they weren’t able to. 

It’s a surprisingly common experience that isn’t talked about very often. 

Not everyone wants children, but for those who want to, childlessness is 

excruciatingly painful. 

As month after month rolls by, many couples are left wondering if they’ll ever be 

blessed with the gift of the children. 

It’s a deeply sad part of life in this sin-broken world. 

 

We don’t know why God makes it easy for some – seemingly too easy – while 

allowing others to struggle. 

What we do know is that he is in sovereign control even over this area of our lives. 

Even using technologies like IVF doesn’t always work. 

 

God doesn’t promise that if you get married then you’ll definitely be able to have 

kids. 

Yet time after time in the Bible, we see God intervene and allow a baby to be born to 

an infertile couple. 

I’ve seen the same miracle happen in the lives of friends and acquaintances. 

 

Imagine how hard it’d be if God did promise that you’d have a kid and it never 

happened. 

Abram was 75 years old when these promises were first made to him.3 

They waited for eleven years and still there wasn’t any sign of a sprog. 
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“At this rate it’ll be a servant, not a son, who’ll get everything I’ve got,” Abram 

thought. 

“Perhaps the Lord’s forgotten what he’d said?” 

 

Abram speaks to God again and he reassures Abram that he will have a son. 

In fact, he’ll have more descendants than he could possibly count – as many as the 

stars in the sky. 

Not the number of stars you can see in the sky from your back yard with all the light 

pollution we get. 

He meant the number of stars you can see when it’s pitch black on a clear night in 

the middle of nowhere. 

{DP}  Genesis 15:2: 

Genesis 15:2–6 (NIV11)  2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you 

give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is 

Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so 

a servant in my household will be my heir.” 4 Then the word of the LORD 

came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own flesh 

and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the 

sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, 

“So shall your offspring be.” 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to 

him as righteousness. 

 

With that promise in mind, Sarai decides that they’ve got to take matters into their 

own hands to make this happen. 

She gives her servant Hagar to Abraham as a proxy, a surrogate to have his baby. 

Hagar soon falls pregnant and so clearly the problem is with Sarai, rather than 

Abram. 

You can read about it later in chapter 16. 

 

“Now we’re rolling,” they think. 

Abram has a son and heir with his own blood running through his veins. 

He believes that Ishmael must be the answer to his prayers, the fulfilment of God’s 

promises. 

At the same time, it’s bitter-sweet because – surprise, surprise – there’s a deep 

jealousy between Hagar and Sarai that divides the family. 
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God has other plans though. 

He’s not going to fulfil his promises through Hagar’s son Ishmael. 

Abraham will have a son with his wife Sarah:  {DP} 

Genesis 17:15–19 (NIV11)  15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your 

wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless 

her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the 

mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 17 Abraham fell 

facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a 

hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 18 And 

Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!” 19 Then 

God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him 

Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his 

descendants after him. 

 

As we come back to chapter 18, we don’t know whether Sarah even knew about all 

these conversations between her husband and the Lord. 

Or, for that matter, whether Abraham truly thought these promises would be fulfilled 

through Sarah, given the way that he asks for Ishmael to be the one who’s blessed 

in 17:18. 

Either way, as she stands at the tent door listening to this visitor promise that she’ll 

be having a baby in the next twelve months, it’s understandable that she’s thinking to 

herself, “Yeah, right”. 

 

It’s not surprising that she’s sceptical. 

Abraham’s a hundred years old, for crying out loud. 

And at ninety, Sarah’s no spring chicken either. 

Although it’s interesting that in chapter 20, Sarah catches the attention of King 

Abimelech who tries to keep her as his wife, believing that she’s Abraham’s sister. 

The final nail in the coffin comes in verse 11.  Sarah was past the age of having kids. 

Genesis 18:11 (NIV11)  11 Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and 

Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 

Having a child at her age?  Could she even dare to hope? 

 

Even with all the medical technology we have today, it’s still a miracle when a mother 

conceives over the age of fifty. 

Actually, every child is a miracle. 
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The oldest verified mother is Maria del Carmen Bousada de Lara from Spain, who 

gave birth to twins at 66 years 358 days. 

There are a further two cases of women from India (whose ages can’t be verified) 

who claim to have given birth at 70 years old with the help of IVF and donor eggs. 

Sarah had twenty years on either of them. 

 

It’d be more like Queen Elizabeth giving a very different kind of announcement at 

CHOGM this week. 

Imagine what it’d be like if instead of saying that she’d like Charlie to take over as the 

next head of the Commonwealth, she said, “One would like to announce that One is 

expecting a new spare. 

“I don’t mean that Harry and Meghan are having a shotgun wedding. 

“One wishes to announce that one is with child.” 

It’s hard to imagine Prince Phillip being up to it either. 

Forget the vegemite sandwiches, it’d be pickles and ice-cream if she came over for 

dinner. 

 

With all that history, the whole idea of Abraham and Sarah being able to have a child 

must’ve just seemed ludicrous. 

It’s just not going to happen. 

It’s impossible, promises or not. 

No wonder her response was to laugh, verse 12. 

 

She laughs on the inside, however the guest knows exactly her response, verse 18. 

It’s as if he can read her mind. 

This’s more evidence that this visitor truly is the Lord who can read people’s 

thoughts before they even express them. 

In Psalm 139:4, we read: 

Psalm 139:4 (NIV11)  4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it 

completely. 

 

Even though it seems impossible, God intends to keep his promise. 

A promise he’s made twice now – that Sarah will have a son. 

Because nothing is impossible for him. 
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Nothing is too hard, too difficult, too incredible. 

Nothing is beyond him, verse 14: 

Genesis 18:14 (NIV11)  14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to 

you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

 

Sarah’s terrified by what’s just happened.  I reckon I would be too. 

She’d been caught out… and she knows it. 

Is she going to be in trouble for contradicting God himself? 

So, she lies, denying that she laughed at all. 

Perhaps not the wisest course of action, but surprisingly she doesn’t get in trouble 

for it. 

He simply replies, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

God accommodates her weakness so that she’ll see that he really can do the 

impossible. 

 

It’s one thing to make a promise that you’ll do the impossible. 

Even more impressive is being able to read someone’s mind. 

But was God able to do what he said he’d do? 

Sure enough, when we get to chapter 21, we find he does the impossible. 

Sarah gives birth to a son whom they name Isaac, which means “he laughs”. 

I’m sure the irony isn’t lost on you that he’s a constant reminder of his parents’ 

disbelief and the faithfulness of the God who promised him. 

God gets the last laugh. 

 

This meal gives us a taste of what God’s like. 

The God of the Bible – the God who has gathered us together here this morning – is 

in the business of doing what seems impossible to us. 

We’ve seen how God removes the blockage to making a great nation of Abraham’s 

descendants by miraculously providing Abraham and Sarah with a son. 

That’s not the end of the line though. 

The family tree of Messiah takes a number of unexpected twists and turns. 
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And what about the rest of the promises? 

How will God bless his people? 

How will all the people of the nations be blessed through Abraham’s descendants? 

How can we get back to the garden? 

 

Perhaps the biggest question of all is:  “How can God possibly forgive sins?” 

Genesis 18 points forward to very similar circumstances where God does the 

seemingly impossible once again. 

Luke 1 opens with a childless couple named Zechariah and Elizabeth. 

They’ve been waiting for years for baby and now they were very old too. 

One day when Zechariah is on duty in the temple, he gets a unexpected visit from an 

angel of the Lord. 

The angel promises that Elizabeth will have a son who will be called John. 

 

John’s job was to prepare the way for someone who would have an even more 

impossible birth. 

An angel visits, not an old married woman, but a young, single woman named Mary. 

What could be more impossible than a virgin giving birth? 

That’s impossible! 

 

It wasn’t impossible though. 

This wasn’t just any child. 

This baby was born without an earthly father because he was. conceived by the Holy 

Spirit. 

He was God’s son. 

 

He was miraculously born because he came to do the impossible. 

God was so committed to his promises that he came down to visit his people. 

Not just for a single meal though. 

God’s son Jesus stepped down from heaven to come and live with his people. 

John 1:14 (NIV11)  14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 

us. 
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His name, of course, was Jesus. 

And like his name tells us, he came to save people from their sins. 

He came to die on the cross so that our sins can be forgiven. 

He came to win the victory over sin. 

 

What’s this got to do with us? 

Much in every way! 

Through Jesus, you and I can benefit from these same promises that were given to 

Abraham. 

Some of you will remember the Sunday School song that many of us learned, and if 

you were anything like me, had absolutely no idea what it meant. 

The actions were fun though. 

It goes like this: 

Father Abraham had many sons, 

Many sons had Father Abraham, 

I am one of them and so are you, 

So let's all praise the Lord. 

 

Have you wondered how you could possibly be a son of Abraham? 

I’m not Jewish and I don’t think most of you are either. 

Jesus came to make us sons and daughters of Abraham. 

By trusting in Jesus, we gain all the promises he made to Abraham. 

We are the people of the nations that Abraham’s descendant has blessed. 

Through trusting in Jesus, we get the benefits of his grace. 

Paul writes to the Galatians: 

Galatians 3:29 (NIV11)  29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

 

That’s all very nice, what does it mean though? 

What difference does that make this afternoon or tomorrow morning? 

What about  
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When you feel all alone, 

And the world has turned its back on you 

The walls are closing in on you 

It's hard to find relief 

And people can be so cold?4 

When things are falling apart. 

When your friends are starting to vanish. 

When the grip of sin seems unescapable. 

 

Remember that God is committed to his promises. 

Be encouraged that he has come down to do for us what we couldn’t do for 

ourselves. 

Don’t think that it’s impossible that thing won’t ever get better, won’t ever be different. 

Because they will. 

Nothing is too wonderful for God. 

 

What we see around us isn’t the end of the story. 

We look forward to the day when Jesus comes back and takes us to be with him. 

We will dwell with him forever in a land that can never be taken from us. 

We look forward to joining with myriads of redeemed saints who are there to worship 

Jesus. 

We hopefully long for Jesus to finally fulfil the promises he made to Abraham. 

That perspective changes everything as we wait. 

1 Robin Renford, ‘The World’s 10 Most Expensive Desserts: Diamond Fruitcakes & Strawberries’, 
Financesonline.com, accessed 21 April 2018, https://financesonline.com/the-worlds-10-most-
expensive-desserts-diamond-fruitcakes-gold-encrusted-ice-cream/. 
2 Genesis 11:30 
3 Genesis 12:4 
4 Savage Garden, Crash and Burn 
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Big Question:  How will God restore the relationship between God and man? 

Big Idea:  Believe God’s promises because he’s the one who comes down to do the 

impossible. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Outline some of the key events in Genesis 1-11. 

2. Do you think Abraham knew who these visitors were when he offered them 

hospitality? 

3. Why do you think the writer to the Hebrews alludes to this event (Hebrews 13:2)? 

4. Why is it surprising that God would come to have a meal with Abraham? 

5. If you were Sarah, would you have thought that the Lord’s promise was 

impossible?  Why/why not? 

6. How can you be a ‘child of Abraham’ and what does that mean? 

7. How can this passage be an encouragement to us when life seems difficult? 


