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Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Revelation 4-5 

14 October 2018 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  King Jesus is worthy of our worship. 

Big Question:  Why does Jesus deserve our praise? 

Introduction 

Why did you come to church this morning? 

Perhaps someone invited you to come along and this is your first time.  If that’s you, we’re so 

glad to have you with us. 

Maybe your church family is away on a camp this weekend – I hope you feel welcome here 

this morning too. 

I know it’s not the little morsel of bread and the thimble-full of grape juice that brought you. 

I hope, for the most part, that you’re here because you’re excited to be here. 

 

On a day like this, it’d be very attractive to be at home, wouldn’t it? 

Having a long lie-in snuggled under some warm covers. 

Or at a café enjoying some brunch, that someone else prepared, watching the rain fall 

through the steam of your coffee. 

If it was a nice sunny day, perhaps you’d like to be going for a walk or a run in the fresh air. 

 

For thousands of years, Christians have wanted to gather together on the first day of the 

week with one main purpose: to worship our God. 

We worship him by speaking to him in prayer, like we’ve done this morning. 

We worship God by listening to him speak through his Word. 

Publicly reading the Bible out loud is an important part of what we do on a Sunday. 

That’s also why Protestants have very deliberately made the preaching of the Word the 

centre-piece of our worship services, with everything else in the service building up to it. 

 

And, of course, we sing! 

Actually, that might be the first thing that comes to mind when you think of worship. 

Other than maybe mumbling the words to the national anthem at the footy, there aren’t many 

other times when we sing together with a group of people.  
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Yet apart from preaching, as Christians we devote more time and energy in our worship 

gatherings to singing than anything else. 

Singing is an important part of worship. 

Colossians 3:16 commands us: 

Colossians 3:16 (NIV11)  16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you 

teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 

Music helps gospel truths stick. 

The reality is that it’s often the words of the songs that we remember more than the words 

that were preached. 

 

Over the next few weeks, we’re going to let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. 

Not only worshipping God by singing some good songs, but also by digging into the Bible. 

We’re going to spend some time thinking about some of the Biblical  themes and passages 

we sing about. 

 

You might’ve already figured out that we’re going to start this week with “Crown Him with 

Many Crowns”. 

It was a well-known hymn written in the middle of the 1800s with a very stirring and 

triumphant feel to the music. 

There are actually 12 verses to the song – be thankful that we don’t sing them all! 

Six of them were written by a bloke named Matthew Bridges. 

And then another bloke – you’re going to love his name – it’s Godfrey Thring (there just 

aren’t enough Godfreys in the world, are there?) – came along a few years later and wrote 

another six. 

We typically sing verses from both of them. 

 

There are two reasons that I wanted to start with this hymn in particular. 

The first reason is that on the first day of our recent holidays, we sang this hymn at our 

holiday church. 

And then we sang it just about every night for the next two weeks. 

It seems to be one of daughter number two’s favourites, so it’s been buzzing around my 

head. 

 

The second – more important – reason is that it focuses on a theme that is foundational to 

what we believe as Christians:  that Jesus is king. 
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Jesus as king is the theme that you find particularly in the first and last verses of Crown Him 

with Many Crowns. 

He is the king of the whole world and everything and everyone in it. 

And because of that, he’s worthy to be worshipped. 

 

I’m fairly sure that both these hymn writers were writing as they were reflecting on the Book 

of Revelation. 

This hymn invites us to join in the scenes of worship described in Revelation. 

Which is why we’re going to be looking a great passage this morning - Revelation chapters 4 

& 5. 

They’re incredible passages of Scripture which have probably been two of my favourite 

chapters in the Bible for a long time. 

You could summarise them like this:  King Jesus is worthy of our worship. 

Worship the Father for Who He is 

If you’re someone who finds the last book in the Bible – the book of Revelation – tricky to 

understand, you’re not alone. 

It’s difficult because it’s written in style of writing that many of us aren’t familiar with. 

Apocalyptic writing uses symbols and images to makes its point. 

It’s also difficult because often we don’t know our Old Testament very well, and that’s where 

a lot of the images and symbols come from. 

 

John was on the island of Patmos, when he received a revelation from Jesus Christ, we’re 

told in the first verse of the book. 

In the first scene that goes from 1:10 to the end of chapter 3, John hears a voice that tells 

him to write down letters to a number of churches that were around at the time. 

Chapter four is the beginning of a new section. 

 

John has a vision of an open door that leads to heaven in verse 1. 

What do you do with an open door?  You go through it, of course. 

Especially when the same voice from chapter one tells him to come up so that he can see 

“what must take place after this.” 

This doesn’t mean that John actually went to heaven – like the people who were writing all 

those heaven tourism books a few years ago – but that he had a vision of what it’s like. 
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When he looks, there’s a great big throne right, smack-bang at the centre which stands out 

from everything else. 

As one person said, “[The throne] dominates the next two chapters, indeed the rest of the 

book”1 

And there’s someone sitting on the throne. 

Who sits on a throne?  A king, of course. 

 

John attempts to describe this king and he does it in a very interesting way. 

He deliberately doesn’t describe him like a man. 

Instead, he compares the one sitting on the throne to jewels – jasper and ruby. 

Jasper could be any colour, or even multi-coloured and was considered very precious.2 

And there’s a rainbow – or it could be a halo, a halo of light – around the throne. 

 

Then there’s the lightning and thunder coming from the throne, verse 5. 

It must’ve been like watching a really good summer storm rolling in. 

There’s the flash and crack of the lightning, which is followed by the boom of the thunder that 

makes you shake. 

Not just the kind of quiet rumble you hear off in the distance, but those loud bangs that you 

get when the lightning strikes down the end of the street. 

 

If you know your Old Testament, you couldn’t help but think of when Moses met God on Mt 

Sinai – there was a storm at the top of the mountain. 

It’s also similar to Ezekiel’s vision of God in Ezekiel chapter one. 

A lot of the details from there match up with what John writes here. 

Including the four living creatures in verse 6. 

In front of the throne are seven lamps, which are the seven spirits of God, probably a 

reference to God’s perfect Spirit who we know more commonly as the Holy Spirit.3 

 

In case you haven’t got it yet, this isn’t just anybody; this is a somebody. 

Somebody with great power. 

John is describing how he found himself in the presence of a great and powerful king. 

 

We’re used to our Queen being little more than a figurehead; she has no real power. 

When I saw Lizzie in the flesh a decade ago, she looked just like my grandmother did:  short, 

permed, white hair and a frumpy dress. 
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She didn’t have the majesty of the Almighty as John describes him. 

She’s our Queen, but she doesn’t have the majesty of this king on the throne. 

 

The lordship and power of the king on the throne are affirmed in the praises of the four living 

creatures who can’t stop singing, verse 8: 

Revelation 4:8b (NIV11) Day and night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is 

the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.” 

This king is different to the kind of monarchs we know. 

There’s no hint of a scandal with him – there aren’t pictures of him on the front page of the 

gossip mags. 

 

He’s holy. 

They don’t just say that he’s holy though, they’re saying that he’s holy, holy, holy. 

If you know the Old Testament, Isaiah 6 will probably come to mind. 

Isaiah is called up before God and the Seraphim call out: 

Isaiah 6:3 (NIV11)  3 And they were calling to one another:   “Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

God is wholly other.  There’s no one like him.  He’s in a class of his own. 

Most importantly, he can’t have any association with sin. 

 

He’s all-powerful.  He’s the Lord Almighty. 

Can you imagine what an encouragement this would’ve been to Christians who were being 

persecuted by the emperor Nero or Domitian, when John was writing? 

God is more powerful than even the most powerful ruler. 

And God is powerful, even when we’re powerless. 

When governments pass laws that kill unborn babies – like they might well this week – it’s 

not because God isn’t powerful enough to stop it. 

God is still in control and he will hold our government to account. 

 

And he’s eternal with no beginning and no end. 

He always was. 

He is. 

And he will always be. 
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Around the throne there are also twenty-four other thrones, with twenty-four elders on them 

who are dressed in white. 

There’s a fair bit of debate about exactly who they are – it could be that they represent the 

twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles. 

Or it could be that they’re angelic beings. 

What’s clear is that they’re beings with authority, symbolised by the thrones and the crowns 

on their heads. 

 

Their response to the king is clear.  They worship him. 

Our English word worship comes from the Old English weorþscipe. 

If your trace the history of the word, it comes from the idea of worthiness or worth-ship – 

showing worth to something. 

Knowing this king and his character – who he is – the right response is to recognise his 

worth. 

 

As they join in the worship, did you notice that they take off their crowns? 

They lay down their crowns in deference to him. 

They’re subservient to the one who’s on the throne. 

Lesser beings took off their crowns before a greater ruler in the ancient world. 

An ancient writer describes how a young monarch named Tiridates lay his crown before a 

statue of the emperor Nero to show his subordination.4 

 

The one who sits on the throne is the one who’s worthy to be worshipped. 

He deserves to receive ALL honour and glory and power. 

Verse 10: 

Revelation 4:10–11 (NIV11)  10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits 

on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns 

before the throne and say: 11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 

honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and 

have their being.” 

Why does God deserve to be worshipped? 

Because he’s the one that created everything. 

He owns everything, he rules everything, because he made everything. 

 

Our God is different to most other gods the people claim to follow. 

Everything we can see, touch, imagine, was made by him. 
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His worth is infinite and his value can’t be measured. 

A crystal $12.50, a statue $199.95, the God who made the universe and everything in it?  

Priceless. 

 

Are you filled with awe when you catch a glimpse of who this king is? 

When you understand our God, the thought of him will take your breath away. 

There’s no one who has the power an authority he has. 

He made everything and so he deserves to be worshipped for it. 

 

The problem is that human beings don’t recognise him as king. 

We want to be king. 

Instead of laying down our crowns before him, the inclination of all our hearts is to try and 

rule him instead. 

The Bible calls this sin. 

 

That might mean ignoring him and what he’s said. 

Idolatry is anything that dethrones God and devalues him in our thoughts and lives. 

It’s foolish as well as dangerous. 

 

Sometimes we replace God with something that’s outright sinful. 

Perhaps more often, we have the hide to replace him with one of the good gifts that he’s 

given us. 

It consumes our thoughts and passions more than the God who gave it to us in the first 

place. 

It’s that good thing and not the Good Giver that consumes our thoughts as we go to sleep, 

when we wake up and as we daydream. 

Idolatry can be subtle, but when we treat the good thing like Gollum treats his precious, it’s 

no less sin. 

 

When we see the majesty of the Almighty in a passage like this, our eyes are going to be 

lifted from those shiny-looking things that call for our attention to God himself. 

And we’ll see that his glory and majesty eclipses everything else. 

Thinking about the frightening awesomeness of God stops us from taking everything else too 

seriously. 

How does that thing that’s captivating your attention compare to our God? 
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Does it have the power and authority that he has? 

 

I think it’s all too easy to become complacent about God. 

Are you guilty – like I am at times – of reducing God down to just an idea? 

One of the worst things we can do is reduce God down to an idea. 

We put God on a shelf, content with the comfort that comes just from knowing that he’s 

there. 

When something bad happens, we get him down and hope that he’ll be there to fix all our 

problems. 

 

We fall into that trap when we lose sight of who God is. 

In my experience, it tends to go hand-in-hand with not hearing him speak and not speaking 

to him. 

That’s why passages like this are in the Bible – to remind us of who God is. 

We sing these truths to remind us of what God is like as well as to praise him for who he is. 

 

We don’t just serve an idea, and impotent set of beliefs. 

We serve a God of power. 

He’s bigger and more complex than we can get our heads around. 

He’s more powerful than we can comprehend. 

He’s the one who sits above all the other gods and reigns over this world. 

 

We worship the Almighty because of who he is. 

Praise the Son for What He’s Done 

I hope you agree that’s awe-inspiring stuff. 

The same scene continues as we flip over to chapter 5. 

And the strangest thing happens. 

We’ve just had this scene where all glory, honour and power have been ascribed to God 

Almighty. 

In a surprising turn of events, God almighty isn’t the only one who’s worshipped. 

A new character enters the scene and he starts to receive worship too. 

 

Have a look at 5:8. 
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The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders that we’ve just seen giving all glory and 

honour and praise to God Almighty, start worshipping a lamb. 

Really?  A lamb? 

And if you look down to verse 12, you’ll see that they’re praising him in almost exactly the 

same way as God Almighty. 

Listen to how similar it sounds, repeating the same worthiness as 4:11: 

Revelation 5:12 (NIV11)  12 In a loud voice they were saying:  “Worthy is the Lamb, 

who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour 

and glory and praise!” 

 

But, we’re getting ahead of ourselves. 

At the start of the chapter, John sees a scroll in the right hand (the side of power and 

authority) of the one who sits on the throne. 

We don’t know exactly what the scroll is:  Lamb’s Book of Life, Torah, a divorce bill, a last 

will and testament, a contract. 

It brings to mind the scroll that Ezekiel was told to eat in Ezekiel chapter 2. 

That scroll outlined God’s plans and that’s probably what this scroll does too. 

 

But no one was worthy of opening the scroll. 

There wasn’t anyone who was worthy to reveal God’s plans. 

You might think, “Who cares?” 

We’ll John cared very much, so much that he started blubbing. 

 

That is until one of the elders points to this important character, the Lamb. 

Because there’s actually someone who can open the scroll. 

He’s described with a whole heap of Old Testament illusions. 

He’s the Lion of the tribe of Judah, which brings to mind Genesis 49:9. 

He’s the Root of David – a descendant of Israel’s most mighty king and his son Solomon, 

who had lions on his throne.5 

This is a description of a warrior. 

He’s describing God’s chosen One – his Messiah. 

 

So, John would’ve been expecting to see a mighty warrior. 

Perhaps a buff, seven-foot-tall bloke with a six-pack and guns as big as barrels. 

But when he looks like the elder tells him to, he sees a lamb. 
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The order is important here – the lion has become the lamb. 

 

When lambs are young, they look like little toys. 

New-born lambs are cute as they totter around and their legs look like they’re too long for 

them. 

Their coats are as white as they’ll ever be, before they get dirty. 

I don’t think they’re allowed to anymore, but when I was a kid they’d dock lamb’s tails using a 

sharp knife. 

I remember seeing a little, white lamb have its tail docked and it ended up covered in blood. 

 

This lamb didn’t just look like his tail cut off. 

He looks like he’s been slain, verse 6. 

This is clearly Jesus, who is our Passover lamb. 

By dying, he took on the punishment for our sin. 

The spilling of his blood allowed God’s wrath to pass over everyone who was covered by his 

blood. 

 

Isaiah prophesied that the God’s Suffering Servant would be “like a lamb to the slaughter”.6 

God’s servant wins his victory not through a mighty battle, but by dying. 

His death was a great victory. 

It was  a new exodus – an escape of his people from captivity to sin – through the spilling of 

his blood. 

 

Not just for people from the nation of Israel – but people from every tribe, language, people 

and nation. 

Jesus’ blood atoned for the sin of everyone who puts their trust in him. 

Revelation 5:9–10 (NIV11)  9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to 

take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you 

purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will 

reign on the earth.” 

The Cross was the decisive moment that the course of history changed. 

It was through Jesus dying on the cross that the penalty for sin was paid. 

One sacrifice to atone for sin. 
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Now the creatures and the elders fall down before the lamb. 

And they start singing a new song. 

Singing a new song happens a few times in the Psalms and Isaiah.7 

A new song is always inspired by the mercies of God. 

 

At the cross, authority to be king and judge people transferred from the one who was sitting 

on the throne to the lamb. 

That doesn’t happen in the future, but happened in the past – at the cross. 

Or to use other language that unwinds the symbolism a bit, all authority is transferred from 

the Father to the Son. 

What causes the switch?  Jesus’ victory at the cross. 

 

And so now he’s standing at the centre of the throne amongst all the creatures being praised 

by all these beings in the same way as the Almighty on the throne. 

This must be very awkward for the cults and sects who teach that God the Father and God 

the Son are different gods. 

Apart from the fact that Jesus said, “I and the father are one”,8 Jesus gets the same praise 

as the Almighty who sits on the throne. 

If God the Father and God the Son aren’t one, that’d be blasphemous. 

 

Jesus isn’t just a king.  He’s the king. 

He’s the king of King and the Lord of Lords. 

It’s one of those phrases that Christians use. 

I think it took a long time for me to realise that it means that he is the king of all the kings. 

And he’s the lord of all the lords. 

There’s no one above him.  Everyone else bows down to him. 

 

And we see this in Revelation 19. 

Turn over there with me, because I think this another passage that the hymn writers had in 

mind. 

Instead of being a lamb, this time Jesus is pictured as the mysterious rider of a white horse. 

He’s called Faithful and True and his job is to judge and wage war. 

We pick up at verse 11: 
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Revelation 19:11 (NIV11)  11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a 

white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 

wages war. 

 

There’s no doubt that this horseman is Jesus even though his he has a name written on him 

that no one knows, verse 12. 

If there’s any doubt though, his clothes are dipped in blood and his name is the Word of 

God. 

If you look down at verse 16, 

Revelation 19:16 (NIV11)  16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:   

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 

If you have a look up at verse 12 again, you’ll see that on his head are many crowns. 

That doesn’t mean that he had lots of heads with different crowns. 

There are many crowns on his one head. 

Queen Elizabeth has a number of crowns, but she can’t wear them all on her head at the 

same time. 

Welcome to the world of picture language. 

 

We’re meant to compare him to the other figures in the book who wear crowns. 

Jesus’ enemies – the dragon and the beast – are described like this: 

Revelation 12:3 (NIV11)  3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red 

dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 

Revelation 13:1 (NIV11)  1 The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a 

beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on 

its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 

 

These are beings that are claiming to be king. 

But there’s only one sovereign. 

Jesus really is bigger than his opponents. 

And he really is better and grander. 

And he’s not limited like they are. 

And so, he has many more crowns. 

 

All the rest are counterfeits. 
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And he’s come to judge these imposters, just like we’re told in verse 11. 

This is graphic. 

If it was a movie, most of you probably wouldn’t want to let your kids see it. 

The beast and the kings of the earth try to wage war against the rider, verse 19. 

But they end up being defeated, verse 20. 

Jesus is the only rightful king because of what he’s done. 

 

If Jesus is truly king, that has consequences for us. 

If he’s king over everything, he’s king of you and me. 

Is Jesus your king? 

Do you obey him? 

Do you trust him as the one who has died for you? 

 

That doesn’t just mean that he gets a little bit of worship from you on a Sunday morning. 

He’s king over our whole lives and so he deserves to be worshipped with our whole lives. 

In Romans 12:1, Paul calls the church to offer their bodies and their whole lives as living 

sacrifices in worship to God. 

Not just songs, but daily acts of love in worship to God. 

 

Jesus is to be praised and followed as king because of what he’s done. 

Conclusion 

We started by asking what brought you to church this morning. 

As we finish our time of worship together, Christians in Perth are just beginning. 

And as we go to bed tonight, Christians on the other side of the world will be getting ready to 

do the same. 

Today, billions of people in hundreds of thousands of churches around the world will be 

worshipping. 

It’s stirring to think about. 

 

Some of them will whisper because of genuine fear of being discovered by the authorities. 

Others will be able to bust out their praise with gusto. 

The thing that we all have in common is that we’re worshipping Jesus as king. 
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The picture we’ve seen in Revelation 4 &5 is bigger than that. 

That’s only a small sample of the of the myriads on myriads of people who’ve been saved by 

the blood of Jesus throughout history. 

One day and into eternity, all Christians will stand around the throne and join every creature, 

singing: 

Revelation 5:13 (NIV11)  13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:  “To him who sits on 

the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and 

ever!” 

Will you be joining in on that song on that day? 

 

I trust that meditating on this passage this morning has awakened your soul and given you a 

new awe for our glorious King. 

That you might be encouraged to  

Awake, my soul, and sing 

 Of Him who died for thee, 

   And hail Him as [your] matchless King 

Through all eternity.

1 Grant R. Osborne, Revelation, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2002), 220. 
2 Revelation 21:11. 
3 Not the lampstands of 1:12, and 1:20, but torches like in 8:10.  Show majesty and judgement.  This 
is a different word.  Lux vs lamp 
4 Tacitus, Annals, 15.29 
5 1 Kings 10:19-20 
6 Isaiah 53:7 
7  Psalm 33:3,; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1.  Isaiah 42:10. 
8  John 10:30 
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Big Idea:  King Jesus is worthy of our worship. 

Big Question:  Why does Jesus deserve our praise? 

Discussion Questions 

1. What role do you think the monarchy has in modern, Australian life? 

2. What words and pictures does John use to describe the One sitting on the throne? 

3. Why do the twenty-four elders worship the one sitting on the throne? 

4. What is idolatry? 

5. Does something have to be sinful for us to make an idol of it? 

6. What are some questions you could gently ask a friend (or yourself) to work out if 

something is an idol in their life? 

7. Why does the Lamb look like it’s been slain?  What does this mean? 

8. How is the worship of Jesus (chapter five) similar to the worship of God Almighty 

(chapter four)? 

9. Is it blasphemous for the one on the throne and the lamb to be praised together (12:13)? 

10. How does Jesus being King shape our worship? 

11. How does Jesus being King give a different shape to our lives? 

 


