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He Will Hold Me Fast 
(October 21, 2018) 

 

 
 
On those bad weeks and nights when you wake at 2.00am in a sweat – what is the 
fear that wakes you? 
 
• Is it a child whose life is veering off the rails? 
• Is it worries over health, finances, relationships? 
• Is worry over a world that would cheer when a bill is passed that to legalises killing 

the most helpless among us? 
• Do you fear the approach of death? 
• Do you worry that you have wasted your life? 
• Is it an illness of a loved one? 
• Is it that recurring sin that has found its way into your life again? 
 
And whatever your deepest fears are – often behind them lurks a deeper concern – 
that you are not truly a child of God – that when you wake after death you will hear 
Christ say – I don’t know this one – they were never mine. 
 
This fear that finally – you will not be saved – is answered by a number of precious 
doctrines in Scripture – the doctrines of eternal security, perseverance of the saints 
and assurance. 
 
These doctrines balance two truths. First: 
 

 
 

He Will 
Hold 

Me Fast

I could never keep my hold
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I could never keep my hold 
 
The reason our fears regarding our salvation hold so much power is that our default 
position is to trust our works to get us to heaven. 
 
I can do it. 
 
Problem is – you can’t. 
 
If our lives are what get us to heaven – then no one ever born is heading to heaven. 
 
We could never keep our hold on our salvation. 
 
The reality is – you can’t do it. 
 
But there is another truth. 
 

 
 
But He will hold me fast 
 
The good news, the gospel – is that our salvation is not dependent on us – it is entirely, 
100% dependent on Christ – and He will not and cannot fail. 
 
He will never let us go. 
 
Interestingly, while the Bible is filled with passages that teach this truth – there are 
very few songs that specifically address these teachings. 
 
Over the past year I have attended and taken a number of funerals. 
 
One thing about funerals – no one asks to sing the superficial – all about me – God 
makes me feel good songs. 
 
They want substance. They want assurance. 
 
They want to know that even though their loved one was flawed – they are in heaven 
because of Christ. 
 

I could never keep my hold

But He will hold me fast
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So, one song that I have sung at every Christian funeral I have been to in the past few 
years is – He will hold me fast. 
 
This song teaches us this wonderful truth: 
 
I could never keep my hold 
But He will hold me fast 
 
This song has an interesting history and is one of the few older hymns with an 
Australian connection. 
 
It began in the early 20th century. 
 
A young Australian Christian – Robert Harkness – was travelling the world with the 
well-known evangelist R.A. Torrey. 
 
He was a pianist for Torrey’s evangelistic crusades. 
 
One night, after an evangelistic rally in Canada, Harkness met a young man, recently 
converted, who feared he might not be able to “hold out.” He feared that his faith would 
fail. 
 
Harkness realised this was a common feeling among Christians. Despite the fact that 
God promises to finish what He begins in us – we all have times when we worry that 
we won’t finish the race, we won’t keep the faith, that we will fall away. 
 
He longed for some way to encourage the saints in this battle. He wanted Christians 
to celebrate the power of God’s sustaining love in causing us to persevere and to know 
this precious truth deep in our souls. 
 
When you want to encourage – preachers preach sermons. But for a musician like 
Harkness: the answer was a song. He realised how few songs taught this great truth. 
 
He mentioned the need in a letter to a London hymnwriter Ada Habershon (1861–
1918) who had been a friend of Charles Spurgeon. 
 
He wrote of the need for songs to encourage “definite assurance of success in the 
Christian life.” 
 
Inspired by this letter, Ada wrote seven songs. One she called “When I Fear My Faith 
Will Fail.” 
 
No one knows for sure exactly which part or parts of Scripture she based this song on. 
 
Many have suggested that it may well have been based on Jude 24:  
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Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy. 

 
It is God who preserves us – stops us stumbling – presents us blameless – and gives 
us joy not fear. 
 
I suspect at the least – this text was in the back of her mind. 
 
Regardless, when he received this song – Harkness loved it and wrote the original 
tune. 
 
But it is interesting – it seems that for a song to find its way into the hearts of the people 
of God – there is a need for the words to be wedded to the right tune. 
 
In the sovereignty of God – this song’s time had not come. 
 
The song was never embraced and faded into obscurity. 
 
But in the providence of God, a century later, an American worship pastor in 
Washington, D.C., Matt Merker, found himself reflecting on Ada Habershon’s words 
which had been given to him by a member of the congregation, during a particularly 
trying season. 
 
He found fresh comfort and hope in the lyrics and put new music to this older hymn, 
and he added a third stanza. 
 
He shared the song with his wife and then his pastor, who thought the church should 
try singing it. His church quickly owned the song and began singing it with joy. 
 
Word soon spread, and churches throughout the world now sing Habershon’s old 
hymn with Merker’s new tune.  
 
If the Lord tarries – this is a song the people of God will still sing with joy in 100 years’ 
time. Why? Because the truths are biblical and so comforting. 
 
So, this morning – I want to look at the biblical truths behind this song. 
 

Jude 24:  

Now to him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his 
glory with great joy.
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This song has three stanzas. They are intimately related – but teach slightly different 
truths. 
 
Stanza one says this: 
 

When I fear my faith will fail 
Christ will hold me fast 
When the tempter would prevail 
He will hold me fast 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life’s fearful path 
For my love is often cold 
He must hold me fast 

 
And what this teaches us is this: 
 

 
 
I can’t do it – I fear my faith will fail 
 
When I became a Christian back in 1984 – the men who shared the gospel with me 
did so by taking me through a booklet called – The Four Spiritual Laws. 
 
The very first Spiritual Law was this: 
 

God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life. 
 
Sounded awesome. I want a wonderful life. 
 
But here is how I heard that. Once I became a child of God – God’s wonderful plan for 
my life would kick in. 
 
He would enable me to overcome sin. He would bless me with a great life. He would 
remove the really tough times from my path. 
 
And yet – a year or so after becoming a Christian – I found myself totally doubting my 
salvation. 
 

My youth pastor was telling me I wasn’t saved because I didn’t speak in 
tongues. 

I can’t do it – I fear my faith will fail

When I fear my faith will fail 
Christ will hold me fast 
When the tempter would prevail 
He will hold me fast 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life’s fearful path 
For my love is o?en cold 
He must hold me fast



 6 

 
God had ‘blessed’ me with a melanoma that humanly speaking had a 
reasonable chance of ending my life. 
 
I was missing the non-Christian girl I broke up with after becoming a Christian. 
 
A friend came out as gay and I didn’t know what to think about that. 
 
I thought it was really unfair that my father died a year before I became a 
Christian, so I didn’t have the opportunity to share with him. 
 
I found sin much harder to deal with than I ever expected. 
 
I was really struggling with doctrines like election, creation, hell. 
 
I was confused about the fate of infants, those who never heard. 
 
My two closest Christian friends started moving down a theological path I didn’t 
agree with. 

 
I was not enjoying a particularly wonderful life. 
 
Chances are you have had times like that. Assurance ebbing away – doubts crowding 
in. 
 
For me – it all seemed too much. 
 
I found myself saying – I don’t know if I am a Christian and I’m not even sure I want to 
be a Christian. 
 
Fortunately, I was given some wise advice. Look to Christ. 
 
Do you remember Peter who got out of the boat to walk on the water to Jesus? 
 
When he took his eyes of Jesus and looked at the wind and the waves – he began to 
sink. 
 
He saw the storm and the problems not Jesus. 
 
But Jesus reached down and saved Him anyway – and said – O you of little faith – 
why do you doubt? 
 
Here is the problem. All too often we turn from Jesus and look at our lives, the world, 
the problems: 
 

When I fear my faith will fail 
When the tempter would prevail 
I could never keep my hold 
For my love is often cold 
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That is us. 
 
When the focus is off Jesus and on me or the world – I do fear my faith will fail. 
 
That is reality – even as Christians. 
 
John Calvin put it this way, “We cannot imagine any certainty that is not tinged with 
doubt, or any assurance that is not assailed by some anxiety. … Believers are in 
perpetual conflict with their own unbelief” (Calvin, Institutes, 3.2.18). 
 
We all find ourselves crying – I believe – Lord help my unbelief! 
 
Every Christian has these times of doubt and questioning. But, if we don’t counter 
these thoughts with biblical promises the result can be a devastating inner turmoil and 
despair. 
 
The idea that we become God’s child and our lives become smooth and our sin fades 
away – it just isn’t biblical. 
 
Look at the Patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. All had messed up families, all 
had times of agony, distress and doubt. All had areas of deep sin. 
 
Or Job – the greatest man in the east.  A man who is blameless, upright and turned 
from evil. 
 
What was his wonderful life? He lost his wealth, his position and all ten of his children. 
 
He lost his health and even his wife finally called on him to just curse God and die. 
 
Rhoi – one of our church interns – told me to add an application here – single men –  
be careful who you marry! 
 
There was nothing smooth about Job’s life. 
 
Or David – a man after God’s own heart. Yet he struggled with pride, lust and finally 
he even murdered a close friend. 
 
No one commits sin like this without some doubts. 
 
In Psalm 51 – you can hear David’s fear – the fear that God might remove the kingdom 
and His love from Him: 
 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 
… Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 
God would have to uphold him because in his own strength he could not. 
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David had times of great pain and doubt. 
 
Listen to him in Psalm 38:1–8:  
 

O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath! For your 
arrows have sunk into me, and your hand has come down on me. There is no 
soundness in my flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in my 
bones because of my sin. For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a 
heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and fester because 
of my foolishness, I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; all the day I go about 
mourning. For my sides are filled with burning, and there is no soundness in my 
flesh. I am feeble and crushed; I groan because of the tumult of my heart.  

 
God’s wonderful life plan had hit some real bumps. 
 
We all have those times when life or sin or questions get the better of us. 
 
Consider Elijah. Do you remember what happened immediately after Elijah had a great 
day besting the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel? 
 
When he heard that Jezebel wanted him dead – he became afraid and ran for his life. 
 
He ran for a whole day and collapsed exhausted and just begged God to take his life. 
 
Or think of Jonah calling out from the belly of the whale. 
 
Or Jeremiah – the weeping prophet:  
 

Cursed be the day on which I was born! The day when my mother bore me, let 
it not be blessed! … Why did I come out from the womb to see toil and sorrow, 
and spend my days in shame? Jeremiah 20:14–18 

 
Read Hebrews 11 – the prophets were persecuted, widowed, imprisoned. 
 
In the New Testament – all of the Apostles were persecuted and a number had some 
very dark times. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 1 Paul says he was utterly burdened to the point that he despaired of 
life itself or chapter 12 where he begged God three times to remove his thorn in the 
flesh. 
 
And Church history is filled with men and women who had dark times. 
 
Luther, Calvin, Edwards, Brainerd, Spurgeon – all of them suffered deep times of real 
darkness. 
 
I find comfort in knowing these spiritual giants struggled with life, depression, sin, 
hope. 
 



 9 

You and I are not godlier than these men and women and yet many of them had times 
where they despaired of life itself. 
 
I won’t ask for a show of hands – but I doubt there is a Christian here who has not had 
several times in their life when they feared that their faith would fail. 
 
Crushed by the circumstances of life – injustice, death, relationships, sin. 
 
Life is not going how you think it should if God runs the universe – and you feel your 
faith ebbing away inch by inch. 
 
It seems the tempter will prevail. 
 
Ephesians 6 tells us that Christians face the schemes of the devil and the flaming darts 
of the evil one. 
 
1 Peter 5 warns us to be watchful. Our adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour.  
 
Revelation 12 describes Satan as an enraged beast making war on the church and 
every Christian. 
 
This powerful enemy of our souls fills this world with temptations. He throws fiery darts 
at us. He tempts us to despair and tells us of the guilt within. 
 
Satan is continually whispering lies to our soul. This world is it. There is no God. And 
if there was – well clearly you aren’t His – look at your life – your sin, your failings, your 
struggles. Just give up. 
 
It often feels like the temper is prevailing. It feels like we are losing hold of our hope, 
our faith. 
 
There are days when we feel our love grow cold. 
 
But God knows this. 
 
Christ will hold me fast. 
 
Hebrews has these precious verses. 
 
Hebrews 2:18:  
 

Jesus himself has suffered so when tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted.  

 
Hebrews 4:15–16:  
 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
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without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
Jesus knows exactly what it is like to live in this world. To suffer, to be betrayed. 
 
While He never sinned – He saw firsthand the power of sin. 
 
And now we have a great High Priest who know how to hold us fast. 
 
Psalm 73:26:  
 

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.  

 
1 Corinthians 10:13:  
 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation 
he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.  

 
No trial or temptation is beyond Christ’s ability to cause us to endure. 
 
He will hold us fast. 
 
Stanza two says this: 
 

Those He saves are His delight 
Christ will hold me fast 
Precious in His holy sight 
He will hold me fast 
He’ll not let my soul be lost 
His promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost 
He will hold me fast 

 
And what this teaches us is this: 
 

 
 

I can’t do it – I fear my faith will fail

Those He saves are His delight 
Christ will hold me fast 
Precious in His holy sight 
He will hold me fast 
He’ll not let my soul be lost 
His promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost 
He will hold me fast

He can do it – I know my soul is safe
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 I can’t do it – but: 
 
 He can do it – I know my soul is safe 
 
If any part of our salvation depended on us – our works being pure, our faith not failing 
– then we would be lost – forever. 
 
But it doesn’t. Our salvation starts with God. 
 
He chose us before the foundation of the world. 
 
It is accomplished by God. 
 
He adopted us. He clothed us with Christ’s righteousness.  
 
But, it is not as if God says – I saved you – but now it is up to you to keep yourself 
saved. 
 
No! It is grace that brought me safe thus far and it is grace that will lead me home. 
 
God does not begin the work and then say – OK now you finish the job – because I 
would fail – you would fail – none of us can finish the work. 
 
Philippians 1:6:  
 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

 
God finishes the work – because He has to – and that includes keeping our soul safe 
to the end. 
 
Philippians 4:13:  
 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 
He provides the strength to persevere. 
 
Hebrews 12:2:  
 

We are to look not at us – not at the world – but to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith. 

 
Only He can perfect and finish our faith. 
 
Look at these words: 
 

Those He saves are His delight 
Precious in His holy sight 
He’ll not let my soul be lost 
Bought by Him at such a cost 



 12 

 
Sometimes we think – I am really sinful – I thank God that He tolerates me. 
 
No! God doesn’t just tolerate us. John 17:23 – God loves us even as He loves Christ. 
 
Meditate on that. He loves you as He loves Christ. 
 
Because we are in Christ – we are His delight, we are precious – so He will not let us 
be lost. 
 
Jesus knows that He has left us in a world that hates us – as it hated Him. He knows 
Satan is prowling. He knows our hearts are fickle. He knows our strength is not 
enough. 
 
But we are His delight – we are precious to Him. 
 
We cost Him everything – so He will never let our souls be lost. 
 
In John 10:27–30 Jesus said this:  
 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”  

 
We are His sheep. We are hunted by wolves and the devil. We are plagued by our 
own sin. 
 
We would fall away. But – He will never allow that. He holds us and no one – not 
Satan, not the world, not even our own sin can snatch us from His love – He will hold 
us fast. 
 
How do we know He can do this? Because He and the Father are one. No one and 
nothing is great enough to snatch us from His hand. 
 
The power of God will do the impossible – it will cause weak, sinful sheep to finish the 
race. 
 
He will never let us go. 
 
For a while my son Peter had bunkbeds in his room. A number of times I walked in 
when he was on the upper bed. 
 
I would hear this cry – Dad! And he would just jump. 
 
He had faith that I would respond in time catch him and he would be safe. 
 
Ah – the foolishness of a child. 
 
But he was sure I would respond in time catch him and he would be safe. 
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A few close shaves but fortunately, it turns out he was right. 
 
But the outcome of his leap ultimately depends on the object of his faith. 
 
Being human – I might not have responded fast enough – I might have missed him. 
And I can tell you – if he tried it today – he would be in big trouble. 
 
But in terms of salvation – the object of our faith is perfect. 
 
But no one is too big, too difficult, too hard for Jesus. 
 
Jesus is not like us – He cannot fail. 
 
His love never waivers. His vigilance never wanes. 
 
He will never let us fall away. He will strengthen us and cause us to persevere to the 
end. 
 
He will hold us fast. 
 
Isaiah 41:10:  
 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 
you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  

 
Christ will hold me fast. 
 

He’ll not let my soul be lost 
His promises shall last 

 
What are the promises of Jesus? In terms of holding us fast here are the promises. 
 
Hebrews 13:5: 
 

I will never leave you not forsake you. 
 
Never! 
 
John 6:39:  
 

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none of all that he has 
given me, but raise them up on the last day. 

 
John 18:9:  
 

Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one. 
 
Not one is lost. 
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It is not that Jesus gets most to glory but few slip past him – so you should worry in 
case you are one He loses. 
 
None are lost. 
 
The members of the Lloyd household are notorious for losing things – keys, phones, 
you name it. 
 
We have more of those Tiles – the things with chips in them to locate things than I 
care to think about. 
 
Not Jesus. In all the time from creation to the Second Coming He never loses one of 
His precious sheep. 
 
He loved us, bought us and will hold us firm to the end. 
 
That is His promise. And even if you struggle to believe that – Jesus will save those 
who are His regardless of their doubts. 
 
There was nothing you could do to earn the love of Christ and the salvation He offers 
– in the same way – nothing you do can forfeit the love of Christ and the salvation He 
offers. 
 
Stanza three says this: 
 

For my life He bled and died 
Christ will hold me fast 
Justice has been satisfied 
He will hold me fast 
Raised with Him to endless life 
He will hold me fast 
Till our faith is turned to sight 
When he comes at last 

 
And what this teaches us is this: 
 

 
 
 He has done it – I know my life is His 

I can’t do it – I fear my faith will fail

He can do it – I know my soul is safe

He has done it – I know my life is His

For my life He bled and died 
Christ will hold me fast 
Jus<ce has been sa<sfied 
He will hold me fast 
Raised with Him to endless life 
He will hold me fast 
Till our faith is turned to sight 
When he comes at last
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In this world – there are really two religions and only two. Do and done. 
 
There are thousands of religions that tell us – we have to do something in order to be 
saved. 
 
Keep the pillars or sacraments. Find our zen. Meet the standard. 
 
If you find someone who believes this – ask them – are you saved – I have – and the 
best you will hear is – I hope I have done enough? 
 
No they haven’t. No one can do enough. 
 
God set the standard – perfection. A holy God can only tolerate the presence of holy 
people. One small sin and you have failed to meet the standard. 
 
Whether every word that comes from your mouth is a lie – or only once in 80 years do 
you lie – it doesn’t matter – you are still a liar. 
 
And the reality is that every one of us fails at every point, every day. 
 
We can never do enough to satisfy a holy God. 
 
That is why the Bible says – we have all sinned and all fallen short. 
 
But there is another religion that stands in contrast to the religion of do. And that is the 
religion of done. 
 
He has done it! 
 
He satisfied the demands of the Law, He kept the commands, He lived the perfect life, 
He paid the penalty for our sin, He rose from the grave, He will come again for His 
people. 
 
When Jesus uttered the words – it is finished – it meant that it was done – completely 
accomplished. 
 
Those joined to Him – those united in His death – they receive the blessing of His 
righteousness, He has paid their penalty, He will raise them to life. 
 
It is more certain that the rising of the sun. 
 
Relying on what we have done leads only to doubt, fear and despair. 
 
Relying on what He has done leads to hope, faith and joy. 
 

For my life He bled and died 
Justice has been satisfied 
Raised with Him to endless life 
Till our faith is turned to sight 
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He has done it – therefore we can know that our life is His. 
 
And the day will come when that faith will be sight – and until that day He will hold us 
fast. 
 
In Romans 8 – Paul sums up this truth in these words of faith: 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all—how shall he not with him, also freely give us 
all things?....Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who is risen—is at the 
right hand of God and also making intercession for us. Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or distress or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or peril or sword?....No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor principalities, nor powers, neither the present things 
nor things to come . . . nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Nothing in all creation – not trials, not Satan, not death – and in case we still have 
doubts – Paul adds – not anything else – not your sin, not your doubts, not your 
struggles – nothing can separate you from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

 
 
You know what brothers and sisters. This has not been the greatest few weeks for me. 
 
There are a number of issues going on in the church. There are things outside the 
church I have been involved in. 
 
I have been working insane hours. 
 
The abortion bill passing added to my gloom. 
 
Then when I realised these are the few weeks the GBC Network decided to do 
something different – preach on the theology of hymn – I was like who decided that 
would be a good experiment? 
 
I’d love to blame Dave – but I can’t even remember who suggested it. 

I can’t do it – I fear my faith will fail

Christ will hold me fast

He can do it – I know my soul is safe

He has done it – I know my life is His

Christ will hold me fast

Christ will hold me fast
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Then after spending quite a while on my original sermon – I found that the author of 
the song I picked had some pretty dubious theology and practices – so I scrapped that 
sermon and started again. 
 
All in all – I was feeling pretty low. 
 
But then this song began to get into my bones. 
 
No matter how my life is doing today – great or poor – no matter how I am feeling – 
no matter what – Christ will hold me fast. 
 

Till my faith is turned to sight 
When he comes at last 

 
My salvation and eternity are not based on how I feel or how I am doing. It is based 
on: 
 

• the character of God 
• the truth of God’s promises 
• the works of Christ 

 
both to save me and to cause me to persevere to the end. 
 

Based on this – I know – He will hold me fast. 
 
Based on this – I rejoice. 
 
Based on God’s character, promises and work – I can say – this is a good week and 
this is a wonderful life. 
 
Amen! 
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He Will Hold Me Fast 
(October 21, 2018) 

 
Main Point: I could never keep my hold – but He will hold me fast 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Why do you think the song – He Will Hold Me Fast – did not find widespread 

acceptance 100 years ago – but did today? 
 
2. How would you describe the doctrine of eternal security? 
 
3. How would you describe the doctrine of perseverance of the saints? 
 
4. How would you describe the doctrine of assurance? 
 
5. Why is assurance such a difficult truth for us to cling to? Discuss this quote by 

Calvin: 
 

“We cannot imagine any certainty that is not tinged with doubt, or any assurance 
that is not assailed by some anxiety. … Believers are in perpetual conflict with their 
own unbelief” (Calvin, Institutes, 3.2.18). 

 
6. What is the normal Christian life in terms of trials, sin, faith, doubt? Why do we 

have these times of doubt and fear that we will fall away? 
 

7. In what ways does Jesus enable us to persevere to the end and keep our faith? 
 

8. How does looking to Jesus – not the world or ourselves – help us to persevere? 
 

9. How can we be sure that Christ will hold us fast? 
 

10. How does God see us? How can sinners like us be precious and a delight to Him? 
 

11. What are the promises of God to us in regard to salvation? 
 

12. What do John 10:27–30 and Romans 8:31-39 teach us about assurance? 
 

13. My salvation is based on: 
 

• the character of God 
• the truth of God’s promises 
• the works of Christ 

 
both to save me and to cause me to persevere to the end. 

 
Discuss this in terms of assurance. 
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Application Questions: 
 
1. What are the things that cause you to think your faith might fail, that you might not 

make it to heaven? 
 
2. What are the lies and fiery darts of the evil one that can rob us of our assurance? 
 
3. How would you counsel someone who doubts and is questioning their salvation? 

 
4. How can you help them decide if their doubts are real – that they may not be saved 

– versus – they are suffering the doubts all Christians have from time to time? 
 

5. How can you examine yourself to see if you are in the faith 2 Cor 13:5? 
 

6. What are the promises of God you can cling to and meditate on when the times of 
doubt arise? 

 
 
 


