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Is Jesus My BFF? 
John 15:12-17 

3 February 2019 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Is Jesus my BFF? 

Big Idea:  Jesus is the model friend we all need. 

Introduction 

“Loneliness is one of the greatest public health challenges of our time.”1 

They’re the words of the UK Prime Minister, Theresa May. 

Last year, her government appointed the first ever Minister for Loneliness.2 

Yes, you heard correctly, a government minister whose job it was to deal with the problem of 

loneliness. 

 

Because loneliness is no joke, it’s a real problem. 

Listen to these stats: 

“Around 200,000 older [Britons] have not had a conversation with a friend 

or relative in more than a month…   

“Up to a fifth of all UK adults feel lonely most or all of the time[.]”3 

One study suggests that loneliness can affect how long you live by the same amount as 

smoking 15 cigarettes a day.4 

 

Loneliness isn’t just experienced by the elderly; it can affect people at all stages of life. 

A school kid in the playground rejected by their classmates. 

A teenager with hundreds of followers on social media, but no one they can really trust to 

share their deepest concerns with. 

The young mother cut-off from the world, stuck at home with sick children. 

The bloke who’s excluded from his social circle after a messy divorce. 

The couple whose marriage has disintegrated to the point that red-hot emotions like hurt and 

anger have been replaced by cold, hard loneliness. 

 

ABS stats from 2017 tell us that about one quarter (24%) of Australian households are made 

up of a lone person. 

We live further away from regular family support than ever before. 

And we move communities more frequently. 
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Loneliness might part of your story – maybe now, maybe at some time in the past, perhaps 

in the future. 

 

The answer to loneliness is connectedness. 

But we don’t just need a therapist who’s paid to listen to our problems. 

We need friends. 

People who we can trust and who know us deeply. 

People who we can share the journey of life with. 

 

Friendship is a bit of a lost art in our culture. 

It’s not something we spend a lot of time thinking about, which is very different from the past. 

The ancient Greek philosophers, in particular, spent a lot of time talking about friendship. 

But as one Christian writer has pointed out: 

“If we look at the relative place the subject holds in ancient as compared 

with modern literature, we might say that friendship is a sentiment that is 

rapidly becoming obsolete.”5 

That was written by a bloke in 1898 and I’m not sure things have changed for the better in 

the last 120 years. 

 

Friendship is more important than ever. 

If anything, it’s got harder because busyness is an enemy of friendship. 

And while our devices are great because they allow us to connect with lots of people, 

wherever they are in the world, it’s easy to have a false sense of security that we’ve got 

more friends and that we know them more deeply than we really do. 

Especially as Christians who care about people, we need to think about friendship. 

Outline 

There are some sermons and Christians books on friendship out there, but after I went 

looking, I found that there weren’t anywhere near as many as I was expecting. 

Interestingly, most of them seem to come from the last ten years. 

So, for three weeks over summer (which has spilled over into Term 1… thanks kidney 

stones), a pastor from each church in the Grace Bible Church Network has been covering a 

different aspect of friendship. 

This’s something different for us – looking at a topic rather than working systematically 

through a book like we usually do. 

Three talks should pretty much cover it, right? 
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We thought so too, but I’ve come to realise that we’re only scratching the surface. 

 

Craig started with a talk about making new friends – gaining friends. 

Last week, Dave covered galvanising gospel friends. 

Today we’re going to be looking at Jesus as the great friend. 

 

We’re going to answer the question, “Is Jesus my BFF?” 

We’ll see that Jesus is the model friend we all need. 

 The first model friendship 

 Jesus, the model friend 

 Jesus, the model for us 

The first model friendship 

Nobody wants to be a ‘Nigel No-friends’. 

None of us want to be that person who desperately wants friends but doesn’t have any. 

Friendship makes life richer because as human beings, we’ve been designed to share life 

with others. 

 

God created us to have relationships with others. 

That’s the reason that solitary confinement is one of the harshest punishments, soul 

destroying even. 

Humankind was created in the image of the triune God who shares relationship between the 

members of the godhead. 

Genesis 1:27 (NIV11)  27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them. 

Genesis 2 tells us that that God created the first man from the dust of the ground. 

Yet even in his good creation, it wasn’t good for the Adam to be alone. 

But amongst all the animals that God had created, there wasn’t a suitable helper for him. 

Genesis 2:18 (NIV11)  18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. 

I will make a helper suitable for him.” 

 

God’s solution to the loneliness problem was to make a helper for Adam, a wife named Eve. 

The first two chapters of the Bible describe Adam and Eve living in marital bliss – as friends, 

in a happy and harmonious relationship with one another. 

Ruling over the world together as they were created to do. 
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You might take from these chapters that God’s only solution to loneliness is having a 

spouse. 

Many of us think that, don’t we? 

A lot of churches teach that, or at least imply it. 

A spouse who’s our best friend is a great blessing from the Lord. 

But a life of singleness doesn’t condemn you to being alone. 

 

Thinking that a husband or wife was God’s only solution to loneliness is too small a reading 

of the first two chapters of the Bible. 

A wife for Adam was only the first step in God’s plan. 

God’s command to Adam and Eve was for them to multiply and fill the world with lots of 

people, 1:28. 

Even that first marriage wasn’t meant to fulfil all of Adam and Eve’s relational needs, but 

through it, they would produce other people. 

Genesis 1 & 2 show us God’s intention that the world would be full of people to be friends 

with. 

 

But wait, there’s even more going on. 

Not only were Adam and Eve friends with each other and looking forward to being friends 

with subsequent generations, they were also friends with God. 

They had uninterrupted relationship with their Creator. 

Talking with God and even walking with him in the garden was their normal, everyday 

experience. 

From the beginning, we were created to be friends with both God and other human beings. 

 

However, that picture doesn’t match with our experience of friendship with God or each other 

today. 

Many of us find that even though we want friends, making friends isn’t that easy. 

Perhaps it’s because we think that if a kindy kid can make friends, we should be able to as 

well. 

Like a Council bus, we think that it won’t be long until another good friend comes along. 

Also like a Council bus, we find that it doesn’t always work quite to our schedule. 

300 years before the time of Jesus, the Greek philosopher Aristotle observed something 

that’s still true for many of us today: 

‘The desire for friendship comes quickly. Friendship does not.’ 
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Some of us do make friends easily, but all of us find maintaining friendships harder than 

what it feels like it should be. 

What’s true of marriage is also often true of friendship. 

Most people get married thinking that it’s going to be a breeze and that we’re going to be a 

lot better at it than we actually are. 

A good marriage rarely, if ever, just happens. 

A quality marriage takes intentional effort and work. 

Great friendships – the kind that last the test of time – are the same. 

 

Others of us, sadly, have got to the point where friendship has just become too hard. 

We’ve been let down, rejected and shunned too many times. 

You might’ve even been hurt by the some of the people who were closest to you or who 

were meant to look after you, in ways that you can’t even admit to yourself. 

It seems easier, safer and less hurtful just to be alone. 

In the words of Paul Simon: 

“I have no need of friendship, friendship causes pain. 

It's laughter and it's loving I disdain… 

“If I never loved I never would have cried… 

“I am a rock, I am an island.”6 

 

If any of this has been your experience, then you’re not alone. 

The Bible diagnoses the reason for these experiences in a way that no self-help book or 

philosopher ever will. 

We struggle with friendship because of sin. 

The idyllic picture of harmonious friendships in Genesis 1 & 2 gets smashed in Genesis 3 

when Adam and Eve rebel against God by eating from the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge 

of Good and Evil. 

And everything changed. 

 

Because of sin, we struggle to be open and vulnerable with others. 

For some of us, we’re actually too open. 

We put everything out there without any filters, thinking that’s being vulnerable. 

But that’s not being vulnerable, it’s being overwhelming and overbearing on other people. 
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And then we wonder why others don’t respond by being vulnerable with us. 

 

Most of us, though, are afraid of opening up at all. 

We’re worried that if we’re vulnerable with others, we’re exposing ourselves to being hurt by 

them. 

Sin is antisocial.  Sin is isolating. 

 

So, we’re very careful about who we let into our circle of trust. 

Someone has to earn their place in our circle of trust. 

And no one’s allowed into the circle easily, if ever. 

Which means that we often have very few people that we trust. 

 

Because of sin, we’re selfish. 

Probably the number one killer of friendships is our own selfishness. 

As sinful human beings, our default position is to look out for ourselves, which doesn’t help 

us much when it comes to making and keeping good friendships. 

We’re into the relationships that we get something out of. 

What many of us really want is a genie as our friend. 

Someone who’ll snap their fingers and fix all our problems. 

And when a friend fails to do that or doesn’t fulfil our needs anymore, we give them the flick. 

 

Our sin affects our relationships with others. 

A lack of vulnerability and our selfishness makes friendship hard. 

Adam and Eve’s relationship was ruptured because of their sin. 

God told the woman as part of the curse: 

Genesis 3:16b (NIV11)  Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over 

you. 

Suddenly they started having disagreements over dirty clothes being left on the bathroom 

floor and whose turn it was to pack the dishwasher. 

Can you imagine what it must’ve been like for them when they had their first fight and they 

realised what they’d done? 

 

It’s not just the marriage relationship that’s ruined. 
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Sadly, as we turn over to chapter 4 of Genesis, we see that sin causes brothers to turn on 

each other. 

Cain murders Abel. 

Sin fractures our relationships with one another. 

 

Perhaps the most profound effect of sin is that it breaks our friendship with God completely. 

For the very same reasons – it destroys our vulnerability with God and makes us selfish 

towards him. 

By eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, Adam and Eve started playing 

god for themselves – deciding right and wrong on their own terms. 

They started choosing how they’d do things for themselves, without listening to God at all. 

 

After they’d eaten, Adam and Eve were concerned that they were naked and exposed before 

God. 

They couldn’t be vulnerable with him any longer. 

Rather than walking with God, they were afraid of him. 

Once they could face God without any shame or embarrassment, but now they weren’t so 

sure. 

 

From God’s perspective, a holy God can’t have any association with sin. 

So not only were Adam and Eve spiritually separated from him, they needed to be physically 

separated from him as well. 

They were expelled from the garden and cut off from the tree of life. 

Eden and the perfect relationships in it were lost. 

 

That’s the beginning of friendship. 

From high to low in three short chapters. 

Humanity went from the hope and joy of harmonious and idyllic relationships with God and 

each other, to the fractured and disrupted relationships we experience today. 

Jesus, the model friend 

Jesus came to do something about this situation. 

He’s the model friend, a true friend, the friend we need. 
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Many people – most people perhaps – go through life without it ever even occurring to them 

that they might want to be a friend of Jesus. 

Why would you want to be a friend of someone that you can’t even see? 

Surely our friendships with other people give us everything that we could want and need? 

 

As we’ve seen already, we’ve been designed to have relationship – relationship with other 

people but also relationship with God. 

Our human friendships can’t replace our relationship with God. 

But that doesn’t stop us trying. 

We to fill our lives with substitute relationships, but it doesn’t work. 

In fact, our horizontal relationships suffer under the strain we place on them when we try to 

use them to replace our vertical relationship with God. 

 

Most of us are looking for the perfect friend. 

Someone who gets us – we want friends who understand how we tick. 

Someone who cares for us – we want a friend that will be concerned with our needs. 

Someone who’ll always be there for us – we want friends who’ll help  us when times get 

tough. 

 

The problem, of course, is that you won’t find anyone who’ll be a perfect friend. 

After all, how many of us can say that we’re perfect friends? 

If we’re honest, none of us. 

 

But that doesn’t stop us from writing people off when they don’t meet our expectations. 

How many times have you heard someone say something like:  “I thought you were my friend 

(actually, it’s always “I thought they were my friend”, they never actually say it directly to you), 

but they weren’t there when I needed them”? 

It seems to be a pretty common idea that we can tell who’s a true friend, because a true 

friend will drop everything to come to our aid. 

A true friend will always try and help us but as human beings, we’re limited; we can’t be 

everywhere at once. 

Sometimes though, it’s not possible to just drop everything to come and help. 

In reality, a true friend understands when their friend sometimes can’t be there in a time of 

need. 
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If you try to make your bestie your saviour, then they’re going to let you down. 

That’s the danger of making any friend THE friend in our lives. 

Because all our friends will let us down, that’s part of the human condition. 

If you’re expecting your friends to fulfil all your needs, wants, hopes and desires, then you’re 

going to be sadly disappointed. 

 

But what if there was a friend who would never let us down? 

A friend who’s always there for us; who bends over backwards for us. 

A friend who doesn’t just give us what we ask for, but what we need. 

 

There is a friend like that.  His name is Jesus. 

He’s not just a nice add-on, a crutch for the lonely and needy. 

He’s the friend we all need. 

 

On the night before he was killed on a Roman cross, Jesus had a long conversation with his 

disciples. 

John records it for us in chapters 13-16 of his gospel. 

We’re going to dip into that conversation this morning. 

In it, Jesus makes the most stunning claim in chapter 15 verse 15: 

 I have called you friends. 

Jesus came to bring sinners into his inner circle. 

 

The idea of being a friend of God makes some Christians feel nervous. 

Talking about friendship with God might sound, well, too casual. 

The Bible tells us that God’s transcendent – a theological word that means that he’s 

separate from us. 

He’s mighty, powerful and holy. 

If God is our friend, doesn’t that lower him down to our level? 

 

We might be more comfortable with other biblical explanations of how we relate to God. 

God is your father and you as his son. 

God is your master and you are his slave. 

God is king and you’re his subject. 
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Jesus as friend might make us uncomfortable, but it’s clearly what Jesus says in our 

passage. 

 

This discomfort’s reflected in the songs we sing… or don’t sing. 

There aren’t many Christian songs – old or new – that I know of which talk about Jesus’ 

friendship with us. 

I can only think of 3 or 4. 

One of the rare exceptions is a Christian band from the noughties, The Lads, who sang: 

“What if he was much closer 

Closer than your toaster, closer than your tie 

 My best friend's the creator of the universe 

Although he's bigger than the milky way 

He wants to know about my life today” 

Quality lyrics, I know – “Close as your toaster” gets me every time. 

 

Those words helpfully remind us of the amazing truth that being a friend of Jesus isn’t any 

ordinary friendship, it’s being a friend of the creator of the universe. 

And it captures the truth that God isn’t far off and aloof, but he cares about us. 

In many churches this is just a given. 

Of course Jesus is my friend. 

 

But it also gets the relationship around the wrong way. 

This song makes it sound like friendship with God is an equal partnership. 

It’s interesting that, in the Bible, no one ever calls God their friend. 

Abraham was called a friend of God. 

Moses was called friend of God. 

Lazarus is called Jesus’ friend. 

Jesus calls us friends, as we’ve seen in verse 15. 

But never the other way around. 

That’s because it’s an unequal, asymmetrical friendship. 

 

I don’t know if you saw there was a series on TV at the end of last year called, “God 

Friended Me”. 

The idea of the show is that someone’s on Facebook and they get friended by the “God” 

account which directs them to do good deeds. 
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I didn’t watch it, but from the episode synopsis, it’s not the kind of series to get your theology 

from. 

But let’s keep the title. 

The title’s good:  Jesus befriends us. 

 

How is it even possible for us to be called friends of God? 

We’ve already seen that sin separates us from him. 

Our sin stops us from restoring the relationship with God, but Jesus is the one who initiated 

the friendship. 

Restoring the relationship was his idea. 

Verse 16. 

John 15:16 (NIV11)  16 You did not choose me, but I chose you  

 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus was often called a friend of sinners and tax collectors.7 

The religious leaders of the day were shocked that he would eat with the kind of people who 

they rejected as unworthy. 

They thought that by associating with sinners, Jesus approved of what the sinners were 

doing. 

Jesus didn’t approve of them, but he came to be a friend by rescuing them. 

 

That’s good news for us. 

For the most part, we choose people like us to be our friend. 

We want to be friends with the beautiful people, the smart people, the socially able, the 

people who are easy to be friends with. 

Jesus doesn’t just choose nice people. 

Jesus came down to make sinners his friends. 

Jesus died on the cross to forgive people who have rejected him. 

 

How did he do that? 

Jesus said that the greatest act of friendship is laying down your life for your friends. 

Verse 13 tells us: 

John 15:13 (NIV11)  13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends. 
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Jesus showed his love for sinners through the greatest act of friendship the world has ever 

seen. 

As he was speaking, it was Thursday evening. 

The following day would be Good Friday. 

That’s the day when Jesus would lay down his life for his friends by being nailed to a cross. 

If you want to see the greatest act of love that the world has ever seen, then look to that day, 

look to the cross. 

 

Jesus went to the cross to die for us. 

He died in our place so that our sin can be washed away. 

Because of the cross, we can be forgiven. 

At the cross, the penalty for our sin was paid for, and our shame and fear were taken away. 

 

You might think that you’re too unworthy to be a friend of Jesus. 

If you think that, you’d be right. 

I’m not worthy.  You’re not worthy. 

None of us are worthy of Jesus’ friendship. 

Yet he offers us the friendship we need anyway. 

 

To get this friendship, you need to come to him in repentance and faith. 

Humble yourself before him today, recognising that you’re a sinner. 

If we confess our sin to him, he is faithful to forgive.8 

Trust his death on your behalf and he will forgive your sins. 

 

And as a friend, Jesus brings us into his inner circle. 

Have a look at verse 15 again. 

John 15:15 (NIV11)  15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 

know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 

learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

We all come to this with preconceived ideas. 

Most of us probably think that the difference between being a servant and a friend is that a 

servant has to obey and a friend doesn’t. 

When a servants told to jump, their job is to ask “How high?”, not wonder why. 

The difference between being a slave and a friend isn’t obedience though, as we’ll see later. 
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Jesus shows us what the heart of friendship is: it’s knowledge. 

Knowing and being known. 

That’s what makes a friend different from an acquaintance, and a friend different from a 

slave. 

Friends know each other. 

A friend, a true friend, is someone we share our deepest thoughts, dreams and desires with. 

We share not just the same physical space, but our whole lives. 

In befriending us, God has taken us from being slaves who don’t know what’s going 

on to being friends who are informed. 

 

God delights to speak to us, something that he does through his word. 

The words in this book are the very words of God. 

In it he shows us for who and what we truly are. 

He offers us advice and gives us direction, and he’s always bang on because he speaks the 

truth to us in love. 

More than that, he has revealed to us what he’s doing in this world and where the world is 

headed. 

Only through Jesus do we know God, His interest in us, His desire for us, 

His purpose with us. 

 

And as a friend, he delights for you to speak to him in prayer as well. 

He’ll never talk over the top of you. 

And at 4AM on a Sunday morning when you’re writhing in agony, no one else wants to listen 

to you, but he will. 

Jesus is always available. 

He’s never got something more pressing that he needs to be doing. 

He always has a listening ear to hear even the most trivial concern. 

 

We write people off very easily, but not Jesus. 

There are things we won’t tell our friends because we’re too ashamed. 

They probably wouldn’t want to have anything to do with us anymore. 

Your issues and insecurities won’t stop him from being your friend. 

Jesus befriends outcasts. 
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He will stand with you through good and bad, thick and thin. 

He won’t abandon you. 

More than that, he will encourage you 

 

Jesus will never let us down. 

Many friendships blossom and then fade. 

A friend that you have for your entire life is quite special. 

Jesus’ friendship isn’t seasonal, or even a lifetime… it extends into eternity. 

 

Jesus is the model friend who models true friendship. 

Jesus, the model for us 

Believe it or not, that’s been the easy part of the sermon. 

Now it gets hard, because being a friend of Jesus must profoundly change the way we do 

friendship. 

Jesus is our model for what it means for us to be a friend to others. 

 

If you’re a friend of Jesus, then you’ve got a mission. 

It’s a mission to go and produce lasting fruit, verse 16. 

John 15:16 (NIV11)  but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last 

This picks up on the analogy of the vine that Jesus used at the start of chapter 15. 

His friendship with us empowers our friendships with others, especially with other Christians. 

As one person has said:   

“The greatest power for becoming a better friend is being befriended by 

the best friend.”9 

 

How do you know if you’re a friend of Jesus? 

Some people might say it’s because they pray to him. 

Others might say they know they’re a friend of Jesus because he loves everyone. 

Another person might say it’s because they’re a good person or they  go to church. 

How would you answer that question? 
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Jesus gives us the answer in verse 14. 

Have a look with me.  He says, 

John 15:14 (NIV11)  14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 

If you’re a friend of Jesus, then you will do what he commands. 

 

This’s important. 

If you’re hearing this and thinking that Jesus is saying you can become his friend by 

following his commands, then you’ve completely misunderstood the Christian gospel. 

If you’re hearing that you just need to try harder and do better at following Jesus so that you 

can be his friend, that’s actually the very opposite of what he’s saying. 

We are saved by grace alone, not by anything we can do. 

But good works are always the evidence of saving faith. 

You can’t do what he commands to become his friend, but as his friend, you will want to do 

what he says. 

 

What is Jesus’ command? 

We’re told not once, but twice, in the first and last verses that bookend this section. 

So, I take it this is fairly important. 

John 15:12 (NIV11)  12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 

John 15:17 (NIV11)  17 This is my command: Love each other. 

 

Love one another. 

That sounds simple enough, doesn’t it? 

Many people would argue that there’s nothing particularly special or even Christian about 

loving other people. 

I’ve had an atheist friend say, “You don’t need to be a friend of Jesus to love other people.” 

 

You find the difference there at the end of verse 12. 

Have a look at verse 12 again and tell me that being a friend of Jesus doesn’t profoundly 

change the way we love other people. 

 Love one another as I have loved you. 

I think those are some of the most challenging and terrifying words in Holy Scripture. 

 

Jesus is saying that if you’re his friend, you’ll follow his command. 
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What’s his command? 

To love one another as I have loved you. 

How did Jesus love? 

Verse 13 – by laying down his life for his friends. 

 

Just about every commentary and sermon I looked at talked about how verse 13 applies to 

Jesus. 

How Jesus has loved with the greatest kind of love. 

He’s loved with the kind of love that meant he was willing to give up his life. 

It takes my breath away to think that Jesus was willing to lay down his life for me. 

 

It’s easy to miss the obvious consequence of this though. 

Follow the logic. 

If we’re friends of Jesus who obey his command to love one another as Jesus has loved us, 

then verse 13 should describe us too. 

If we’re going to love one another like Jesus, then we’ll lay down our lives for our friends too. 

 

Compare that to the kind of friendship advice I hear around the traps: 

“Get rid of all the toxic people in your life.” 

“Don’t let anyone hold you back.” 

“If you don’t feel the love anymore, then it’s time to leave.” 

“If they can’t even be bothered to return your phone call, then they’re not worth wasting time 

on.” 

 

When it comes to friendship, I suspect that without realising it, most of us actually take our 

cue more from the world around us more than we do from Jesus. 

There’s a very real danger that we can burn ourselves out by trying to be someone’s saviour.   

We have physical limits and we don’t have unlimited capacity. 

I get that. 

 

At the same time, if we’re honest, most of us (me included) probably err on the wrong side. 

We might call it “caution” but it’s often just ease and laziness. 
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We think it’s a big deal and pat ourselves on the back when we go out of our way for 

someone – especially someone who’s hard to love – as if it’s some amazing act of kindness 

rather than a normal part of following Jesus. 

Jesus approaches serving people from the complete opposite direction. 

 

We tell ourselves that loving someone isn’t “sustainable” when really it’s just costly and 

inconvenient. 

He says give yourself up for others. 

Love is inconvenient! 

Loving like Jesus is inconvenient. 

It wasn’t very convenient for Jesus to go to the cross. 

 

Friendship takes time and sacrifice. 

I reckon that’s one of the reasons why we struggle with it so much in the twenty-first century. 

The whole notion of sacrifice doesn’t really exist anymore. 

We have this idea that friendship should be easy, that it should just happen. 

But friendship takes work, including denying ourselves for the benefit of others. 

 

If you’re a friend of Jesus, can other people see that from the way that you lay down your life 

for others? 

Are you a different friend because you know Christ? 

Earlier, in chapter 13, Jesus said this: 

John 13:35 (NIV11)  35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

love one another. 

My prayer is that would be true of us. 

 

Of course, we’ll never be able to do this perfectly. 

The idea of having a church that is full of great friends is the impossible dream. 

Jesus knows that we won’t love others perfectly. 

He died so that our failure can be forgiven and forgotten. 

But it doesn’t mean that we don’t try. 

And as we become more and more like Christ, we’ll want to follow his command more and 

more. 
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Friends of Jesus will love like Jesus because he is the model for how we should be a friend 

to others. 

Conclusion 

Loneliness is a part of the human condition in a broken and fallen world where our 

relationships are affected by sin. 

Which is why we need Jesus. 

He’s the model friend that we all need. 

He’s the model friend who offers us true friendship with God Almighty that lasts into eternity. 

And he’s the model for how we can be good friends to others. 

Because of and through our friendship with Christ, may we be known as Christians who are 

the best and most faithful friends to others. 

Closing Song 

Never Alone 

Benediction 

May the beauty of God 

be reflected in your eyes, 

the love of God 

be reflected in your hands, 

the wisdom of God 

be reflected in your words, 

and the knowledge of God 

flow from your heart, 

that all might see, 

and seeing, believe 

Amen.

1 ‘PM Launches Government’s First Loneliness Strategy’, GOV.UK, accessed 12 January 2019, 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-launches-governments-first-loneliness-strategy. 
2 ‘Meet the World’s First Loneliness Minister’, Time, accessed 12 January 2019, 
http://time.com/5248016/tracey-crouch-uk-loneliness-minister/. 
3 ‘PM Launches Government’s First Loneliness Strategy’. 
4 ‘Meet the World’s First Loneliness Minister’. 
5 Hugh Black, Friendship (London: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1898). 
6 Paul Simon, I am a Rock (Columbia, 1966) 
7 Luke 7:34 
8 1 John 1:9 
9 Drew Hunter, Made for Friendship: The Relationship That Halves Our Sorrows and Doubles Our 
Joys (Wheaton: Crossway, 2018), 15. 

                                                



 

Is Jesus My BFF? 
John 15:12-17 

3 February 2019 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  Is Jesus my BFF? 

Big Idea:  Jesus is the model friend we all need. 

Discussion Questions 

1. As we’ve considered friendship over the last three weeks, what’s a highlight or challenge 

that has stood out to you? 

2. Do you think that loneliness is a problem for the people you know?  What about the 

people you don’t know? 

3. How does sin affect our relationships? 

4. Do you think friends are nice or a necessity?  How do friends helps us in a different way 

to a spouse, family or co-workers? 

5. What characteristics should you look for in a friend? 

6. Being a good listener is important to friendship.  What makes someone a good listener? 

7. How should you go about “speaking the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15) to a friend? 

8. What does it mean to be a friend of Jesus?  What changes when you become his friend? 

9. How is Jesus’ command in John 15:12 the same and/or different to other friendship 

advice you’ve heard? 

10. Share one thing that you have or need to do to be a better friend in light of this series. 


