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He Gives More Grace 
(James 4:4-12  May 28, 2017) 

 
I have been amused to read about Lavar Ball. He is a very proud dad who declared 
that his three sons – Lonzo, Liangelo and Lamelo are transcendent basketball talents 
about to revolutionise the game. 
 
He originally told Nike, Adidas and Under Armour that they would need to cough up 
$1 billion US if they want to sign his sons to a shoe deal. He has since raised that 
figure to $3 billion US. 
 
He claims his oldest son Lonzo is already better than Steph Curry the reigning MVP 
of the National Basketball Association and will quickly become better than Michael 
Jordan ever was. 
 
I also want to point out that while Lonzo is a good College basketball player – none of 
the boys or the father has ever played a single minute in the NBA. 
 
That didn’t stop the dad – Lavar also saying this – “Back in my heyday, I would kill 
Michael Jordan one-on-one.’’ 
 
That is pride. 
 
I have no idea how good his boys might become but what I do know is that Lavar was 
no Jordan. 
 
We might smirk at his misguided foolishness. 
 
But I remind you – it is one thing to take on Michael Jordan – it is something entirely 
different to take on God – to put ourselves above God. 
 
And yet – we all do it. 
 
We have all thought of ourselves as more important than God – and that is a big 
problem. The problem has a name – pride. 
 
Augustine of Hippo wrote, “Pride is the commencement of all sin.” 
 
He is but one of many theologians to argue that pride and its partner – idolatry – are 
the root from which all sin flows. 
 
Why? Because pride puts us in the place of God. 
 
We exalt ourselves and we think more highly of ourselves than we ought. 
 
This morning, James will remind us – pride comes before a fall. 
 
God is a jealous God and He will not share His glory with anyone. 
 



 2 

Let me begin by reminding you of the point of the whole book of James: 
 
Trials are a blessing from God to approve our faith and produce good fruit. 
 
In chapter 1 verses 2-18, James talks about the effect trials and temptations have on 
us. 
 
He tells us that when we encounter trials our response will lead us down one of two 
paths. 
 
Either to sin and death or to fruit and life. 
 
Then, from chapter 1 verse 19 to the end of the book – James gives us a picture of 
what true firstfruits will look like in our lives. 
 
When trials have led us to maturity – our lives will look like this: 
 

1:19-27 The fruit of obedience 
 
2:1-13  The fruit of impartiality 
 
2:14-26 The fruit of works 
 
3:1-12  The fruit of words 
 
3:13-4:3 The fruit of peacemaking 
 
4:4-12  The fruit of humility 
 
4:13-5:12 The fruit of submission 
 
5:13-18 The fruit of prayer 

 
This morning we are looking at the sixth fruit – the fruit of humility. 
 
Humility is a fruit that is foreign to our unconverted hearts. 
 
Pride, self, arrogance – these are what come naturally. 
 
But God will not brook any rivals to His throne. 
 
When trials come our way – the tendency of our heart is to turn to the world for 
satisfaction. 
 
Here in our passage James says – the mature Christian, the complete Christian – 
responds to the trials of life with a humility that says – only God can satisfy. 
 
Here is the point our passage makes this morning: 
 
Pride puts us in His place. 
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Humility puts Him in our place. 
 
It should be readily apparent that in these truths we come to the very heart of the 
gospel. 
 
Pride causes us to usurp the kingship of God in our lives and puts us on the throne 
that is rightfully His. 
 
But when we humble ourselves and turn to God in repentance – then Jesus leaves 
His throne, takes our place – a place of punishment on the cross – so that we might 
escape the judgment we so richly deserve. 
 
With that in mind, our passage this morning outlines like this: 
 
Pride makes us enemies of God as we take His place 4:4-5 
 
Humility makes us friends of God as He takes our place 4:6-10 
 
Pride makes us judge as we take His place 4:11 
 
Humility makes us pardoned as He takes our place 4:12 
 
We begin this morning with the first point. 
 
Pride makes us enemies of God as we take His place 4:4-5 
 
Turn with me to James 4:4–5:  
 

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself 
an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, 
“He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 

 
Since the opening verse, James has used one term and one term only to address the 
Christians in this book – and that term is brothers. 
 
Yet here he uses another term – adulteresses! You adulterous people! 
 
The question this change of address raises is who is James addressing? 
 
Is this a passage addressed to Christians being seduced by the world or to non-
Christians who masquerade as believers? 
 
Basically, it is both. 
 
Someone who only thinks they are a Christian will naturally be drawn to the world and 
its attractions. 
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But true Christians are not immune to the world. As he has done throughout, James 
makes it clear that the seduction of the world is yet another test of faith. How we 
respond to this test shows where our heart truly is. 
 
The point is that everyone – Christians included – have times when they are seduced 
by the world. However, the true Christian responds to this test by repenting and turning 
from the world. 
 
In other words, the test of true faith is not that you never dabble in the world – it is that 
when you do – you repent. 
 
So, this passage addresses both true Christians and the non-Christians who continue 
to remain in the church. 
 
The other question we need to ask is why James uses the term adulteresses? 
 
He uses it because when we declared our intent to become Christians – we entered 
into a covenant with God – a covenant that said our heart would be exclusively His – 
so that then if we turn from Him to the world – that is spiritual adultery. 
 
God will never tolerate that. 
 
When God created Adam – He was created to find his satisfaction and joy in God. 
 
God is a perfect being. He is the only true source of all that can ultimately satisfy our 
hearts. 
 
Then when the Lord created Eve – Adam had another level of relationship. But it did 
not usurp the rightful place of God as the supreme object of his affections. 
 
God was supreme and as wonderful as Eve was – she came under God. 
 
Unfortunately, this did not last. The fall upended everything. 
 
The place of supremacy in the heart – for Adam and for his offspring – us – became 
ME. 
 
We now look for satisfaction in pleasing ME – not in pleasing God. 
 
We still have a place for spouse, family and brothers – but they come well behind the 
most important person in the universe – ME. 
 
God ranks somewhere in the lives of many. 
 
For others – God doesn't even rate. 
 
Regardless – when our life is like this – our true god becomes ME. 
 
If you doubt the supremacy of ME – Google quotes about self-esteem and the 
importance of pride and putting yourself first. 
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Miss Piggy sums up the ethos of our day – It’s all about MOI. 
 
Self first. 
 
You have to look after number 1. 
 
Scripture says this is a disastrous state of affairs. 
 
It is like trying to drink sand and wondering why it doesn’t quench your thirst. 
 
It can’t! 
 
We were created such that only God can satisfy the deep longings of our heart. 
 
When we reject God, we turn to all parts of the world – money, drugs, fame, sex, 
pleasure – looking for satisfaction – but what we realise is – we can’t find no 
satisfaction. 
 
Nothing in the world satisfies the depths of our heart. 
 
God would have been well justified to leave us in this condition. 
 
But in His great mercy, He did not. 
 
In many Old Testament books – most prominently in books like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Isaiah and Hosea, God describes this situation of self in the place of God as adultery 
or whoredom. 
 
In Hosea – the Lord commands the prophet to go and love again your wife who is an 
adulteress. This is a picture of His love for His people. 
 
God sought us by sending His Son – Jesus. 
 
And when we turn to Jesus. We are given new hearts – new desires – our lives are 
reoriented – and we commit ourselves once again to the supremacy of God in our 
affections. 
 
And the other relationships in our life fall into the correct orientation. 
 
Notice the way the Christian is meant to order their priorities. 
 
God is to be supreme. 
 
Done the right way – other relationships – things in this world can bring a measure of 
pleasure – but only when God is supreme. 
 
There is a place for money and sex and family and house – under the supremacy of 
God. 
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Notice as well – we sacrificially love our spouse and family and brothers in the Lord. 
 
We place neighbours ahead of ourselves. 
 
Even enemies are ahead of us. We love them with the love of Christ. 
 
So, where we are to sit in these priorities? 
 
ME is now last. We choose to subdue our ego and pride and humble ourselves. 
 
And here is the amazing thing. Something we really need to get in our hearts. 
 
When we get the priorities in our life right – then our hearts are deeply and fully 
satisfied – because this is how God created us to live. 
 
In saying no to self – our hearts finally find what they are seeking. 
 
However, keeping these priorities right is a lifelong battle. Our ego and pride is a 
powerful beast. 
 
Even as Christians – our selfish hearts strive to rise up and take the place that is 
rightfully God’s. 
 
When we allow this – it is spiritual adultery. 
 
It is loving something other than the One we covenanted to love supremely. 
 
And God hates it. Jeremiah 3:20:  
 

Surely, as a treacherous wife leaves her husband, so have you been 
treacherous to me … declares the Lord. 

 
Idolatry, worldliness, selfishness – anything that takes the place that is God’s and 
God’s alone is spiritual adultery – and God hates adultery. 
 
James knows this. 
 

Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
 
What are you doing having a relationship with the world? 
 
Don’t miss the force of this. 
 
This is not just a flirtation. 
 
Often, we think of friendship as a benign relationship – a fairly superficial thing. We 
might have 200 “friends” on Facebook – most of whom we barely know. 
 
But friendship in James’ time was much deeper. 
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L.T. Johnson says that friendship in James’ day involved ‘sharing all things’ in a unity 
both spiritual and physical.’1 
 
This word refers to a deep and satisfying relationship. 
 
Basically, friendship with the world is akin to having an affair because although you 
committed to a lifelong relationship with God now you are flirting with the world – and 
even committing to the world. 
 
God hates that. 
 
Adultery with the world is cheating on God! 
 
And I tell you – you do not want to cheat on the Almighty – because if you befriend the 
world – if you seek to find your satisfaction in the world – you make God an enemy! 
 
Why? Because you are breaking your covenant and putting the world in the place God 
has reserved for Himself. 
 
Jeremiah 31:32:  
 

My covenant … they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD.  
 
This is spiritual adultery. 
 
Verse 5: 
 

Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 

 
God put His Holy Spirit in us to make us His people. 
 
And God is a jealous God. 
 
Consider the Ten Commandments. Deuteronomy 5:7–8:  
 

You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God.” 

 
We are to be His and His alone. No other gods. No other idols. 
 
Some people think jealousy is always wrong. 
 

                                            
1 As quoted in Moo, D. J. (2000). The letter of James (p. 187). Grand Rapids, MI; 
Leicester, England: Eerdmans; Apollos. 
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There are certainly wrong jealousies. You can be jealous over something you have no 
rights over. 
 
But there are situations in which jealousy – a desire for an exclusive relationship is 
right. 
 
Professor Randolf Tasker sums this up: 
 

Married persons who felt no jealousy at the intrusion of an adulterer into their 
home would surely be lacking in moral perception for the exclusiveness of 
marriage is the essence of marriage.2 

 
The exclusiveness of marriage is the essence of marriage. 
 
If you are not a jealous spouse – there is a problem! 
 
In a marriage relationship – what is the worst breach of trust? 
 
Adultery is either at the top or close to it. 
 
The worst words a spouse can hear is – I need to tell you something – I had an affair. 
 
Trust, intimacy, faith – they are all shattered. 
 
I hope every married person here is jealous to protect the exclusivity of their marriage. 
 
I trust every husband here feels a touch of righteous anger at the very thought of your 
wife being unfaithful. 
 
Imagine now the perfect righteous divine anger of a spurned God. 
 
We need to understand this or we won’t understand why spiritual adultery is wrong – 
why God is jealous – why God becomes an enemy. 
 
A few years ago, Oprah Winfrey explained why she rejected Christianity. She said this: 
 

I was going to a church …with a very charismatic minister where everybody is 
into the sermon. This great minister was preaching on how great God was and 
how omniscient and omnipresent and God is everything and then he said, ‘the 
Lord thy God is a jealous God.’ I was caught up in the rapture of that moment 
until he said ‘jealous,’ and something struck me. I was like 27 or 28 and I’m 
thinking, ‘God is all. God is omnipresent. And God is also jealous?’ God is 
jealous of me? And something about that didn’t feel right in my spirit… and that 
is where the search for something more than doctrine started to stir within me. 

 
She didn’t like the idea of God being jealous and she certainly didn’t like the idea that 
God was jealous of her. 
 

                                            
2 Tasker, R.V.G. (1967), The Epistle of James (London: Tyndale Press) p. 106. 
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Well, God is not jealous of anything Oprah has or anything you have! 
 
He is jealous of the Spirit – the Holy Spirit – He placed in His covenant bride – you. 
 
His Holy Spirit is the seal that we are His. 
 
One of the reasons God created marriage is to reflect the kind of exclusive relationship 
He created us to have with Him. 
 
He is jealous of this exclusive relationship and we need to realise that this kind of 
jealousy is a wonderful thing. 
 
Ask a devoted husband if he is happy to play second fiddle to another man or even 
share the affection of his bride with another. 
 
Ask a devoted husband about the passions roused even having another man look at 
his bride the wrong way. 
 
God should be jealous of those He has made His bride. 
 
God will not share His glory with another. 
 
But when we fail to seek first His kingdom – we feel that gnawing sense of 
dissatisfaction grow – and our sin turns our hearts to the world. 
 
So, you try a bit of the world – and then a bit more – and it does not satisfy. 
 
And it quickly becomes a vicious circle. You suck the marrow out of the world and it 
leaves you empty – and not only are you dissatisfied – but in the process, you make 
God an enemy. 
 
Brothers and sisters – listen carefully. 
 
Don’t think that spiritual adultery is just abandoning God and running full on after 
money, sex, pleasure. 
 
It can be and often it does end up there. 
 
Or even that you have to have God out of the picture to be adulteresses. 
 
I suspect that the majority of those Christians James was addressing had lives like 
this. 
 



 10 

 
 
ME – SPOUSE AND FAMILY – NEIGHBOURS – GOD. 
 
Because God is IN there – somewhere – we say – I am faithful. 
 
It is just that if you look at our lives – other things are more important. 
 
Maybe their lives were like this: 
 

 
 
If God is not the priority – it is spiritual adultery! 
 
You cannot serve two masters. You cannot have the world and God. 
 
I can tell you – if my life were revealed to look this: 
 

 
 
WOMAN 1 – ME – DENA (For those who don’t know her she is my incredible wife) – 
then WOMAN 2 
 
I could argue all I want that Dena is still important – she is part of my life – but I can 
tell you – if that was my life – I would be lucky to live the day. 
 
My wife is a jealous wife – praise the Lord! 
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Men, woman – you should only marry a jealous spouse. 
 
Jealous spouses brook no rivals. 
 
Jealous spouses would never tolerate any adultery. 
 
James wants us to know – our God – the Almighty, the Holy, the Everlasting – He is a 
jealous God who will brook no rivals. 
 
So – how does your life look? 
 
If the American NSA and CIA really delved into you – and now we know they can – 
how you spend your money and time – what you watch and do – how you act towards 
others – how you treat yourself – how would your life look? 
 
Who gets the supremacy? – GOD or ME? 
 
Where do you truly look for satisfaction? 
 
Because the answer to this tells you if you are a friend or an enemy of God. 
 
Philippians 3:18–19:  
 

For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk 
as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their 
belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things.  

 
Even making your belly a god makes you an enemy of the cross. 
 
If you have made a commitment to a relationship with God – and then move the Lord 
to the periphery of your life and seek to replace Him with the world – you incite His 
jealousy – you make Him an enemy. 
 
James knows this is terribly dangerous ground. 
 
It is not a big deal if someone unfriends you on Facebook. 
 
It is an eternal deal if God unfriends you – because you become His enemy. And that 
means death – eternal death. 
 
1 John 2:15:  
 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.  

 
If we love the world more than God – and do not repent – if we keep loving the world 
– then the reality is we were never true Christians. We were Christians in name only. 
 
Look, the reality is that any Christian can have a fling with the world. 
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But if you don’t repent – if you stay loving the world – you were never His. And God is 
your enemy. 
 
That is the bad news – the worst news. But, here is the good news. 
 
His grace is greater than your sin. 
 
No matter how adulterous you have been – if you humble yourself and repent – God 
will always accept you. 
 
Humility makes us friends of God as He takes our place 4:6-10 
 
I’m not sure what your favourite verses or verses are in the Bible. 
 
James 4:6 hadn’t been on my favourite verse radar. I have to tell you – it is really 
moving up my list. 
 
James 4:6:  
 

But He gives more grace! 
 
I’ve been doing a lot of premarital counselling recently. We talked about the 
seriousness of the commitment. Because they are all madly in love – it is hard for them 
to imagine a fight in marriage – let alone such a grievous breach of trust as adultery. 
 
All of them said – I hope I could forgive that – I think I could forgive that. It would be 
hard to forgive such a huge breach of trust ... but I would like to think I could. 
 
It is hard to forgive even though in marriage we are dealing with two humans, two 
sinners. Even if one did not commit adultery and the other did – both have sinned 
against each other at some time – both have issues – both need forgiveness. 
 
But spiritually we are dealing with one all powerful, all perfect, almighty being. 
 
God has never failed us, never sinned, always done right by us. 
 
God hates sin. God is holy. 
 
God is a jealous God. 
 
God will crush His enemies. 
 
And by turning to the world we have made God an enemy. 
 
How could a holy God ever forgive such treachery? 
 
Incredibly – He does. Incredibly – our spiritual adultery is not the end. 
 

He gives more grace. 
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Sam Allberry puts it this way: 
 

God finds us in bed with the world and He still wants us back. 
 

He gives more grace. 
 
In his wonderful work – The Bruised Reed – Puritan Richard Sibbes wrote this: 
 

There is more mercy in Christ than sin in us. 
 
How awesome is that? 
 

There is more mercy in Christ than sin in us. 
 
God does not give up on us. He told Hosea – go again and love an adulteress. 
 
That is what God does. He will not give up on us – despite the horror of our sins. 
 

Marvellous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured – 
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt. 

 
Grace, grace, God's grace, 
Marvellous grace, infinite grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin! 

 
We desperately need that grace. 
 
Sitting here today are adulterers. 
 
There are possibly people here who have committed adultery in the physical sense. 
 
But, everyone here has committed some form of spiritual adultery against God. 
 
Greed, selfishness, lust, worldliness. 
 
But God stands with the outstretched arms of the Prodigal Father filled with mercy – 
waiting for us to repent. 
 
Even with such grace – a non-Christian refuses to repent. 
 
But, a Christian is so grateful they run to repent. 
 
Alec Motyer says of this verse: 
 

What comfort there is in this verse! It tells us that God is tirelessly on our side. 
He never falters in respect of our needs, he always has more grace at hand for 
us. He is never less than sufficient, he always has more and yet more to give. 
… No matter what we do to him, he is never beaten…. His resources are never 
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at an end, his patience is never exhausted, his initiative never stops, his 
generosity knows no limit: he gives more grace.3 

 
I suspect this verse is climbing your list of favourite verses too. 
 
This is one verse you can all memorise. 
 
It can be a life motto. 
 
He gives more grace! 
 
How does he give us that grace when we wander? 
 
1 John 1:9:  
 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.  

 
James knows this. 
 
The key to repentance is humility. 
 
Humbling yourself before God. 
 
Verse 6: 
 

Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
In Ephesians 5 husbands are commanded to make any sacrifice to sanctify His bride 
and present her spotless. 
 
God will not let His bride go without a fight. 
 
He longs to wash us clean and receive us back. 
 
He provides grace. But – we need to do something – repent. 
 
Repentance starts when we confess we need grace. 
 
We can’t save ourselves, we can’t clean ourselves, we can’t even control our 
adulterous heart. 
 
So, we humble ourselves and we ask for grace. 
 
Notice that this section begins and ends with calls to humility in verses 6 and 10. 
 

                                            
3 Motyer, J. A. (1985). The message of James: the tests of faith Leicester, England; 
Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press. p. 150. 
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And in between are four sets of related commands. These commands tell us what a 
humbled, repentant heart does. 
 
Repentance is not just saying sorry – please forgive me. 
 
True repentance is doing everything in your power to turn repeatedly from sin and not 
sin again. 
 
This is what shows if you are a Christian or not. Do you fight to repent? 
 
First – verse 7: 
 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 
What does it mean to submit yourself to God and to resist the devil? 
 
It means to continually choose to affirm His kingship in your life. 
 
He is always the King – my life needs to reflect that. 
 
And to remove the world, Satan, self from the place of pre-eminence. 
 
The word submit literally means to place under. 
 
We place ourselves, our egos, our ambitions under the authority, direction and leading 
of God. 
 
And we refuse the wisdom, temptations, lies of the devil. We choose to say no. We 
choose to follow the wisdom from above. 
 
We choose to say – God first, others ahead of me. 
 
When you do this – Satan will flee. 
 
James doesn’t say he flees the very first time you resist and never bothers you again. 
 
He does say – if you continually frustrate him – if he finds no fertile ground for his 
arrows and temptations and lies – he will move on. 
 
Not forever – but for a time. 
 
The more you get this right – submitting to God and resisting Satan – the easier it is 
to live godly. 
 
The more you give in – the harder it gets. 
 
Brother and sisters – the great tragedy is that too many of us reverse these 
commands. 
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We resist God and His lordship and commands and we submit ourselves to Satan and 
the world – then we wonder why there is no joy and satisfaction and why it is all so 
hard. 
 
We were created to live with Christ and Christ alone supreme in our hearts. 
 
Verse 8: 
 

Draw near to God, 
and he will draw near to you. 

 
This is the language found in Zechariah and Malachi. 
 
This is prodigal son language. 
 
When you choose to say no to the world and yes to God – we find God drawing near 
welcoming us. 
 
Despite the filth and horror of our sin – God will draw near in love and acceptance to 
a repentant child. 
 
Too many people I counsel want to try and reverse this order as well. 
 
They say – if God will draw near to me – then I will draw near to Him. 
 
But since God seems far off – since He doesn’t seem to make Himself big in my heart, 
since He doesn’t seem near to me, since He doesn’t seem to care – then I will draw 
near to the world. 
 
But, we need to remember –God did make the first move – He drew near in Christ – 
now we are to draw near in repentance. 
 
Humble yourself, turn from the world, turn to God – and you will find His loving arms 
waiting. 
 
Verse 8: 
 

Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

 
Sinners – even Christians can have their times of sin and seeking the world. 
 
Double-minded men and women – those trying to have God and the world. 
 
The only acceptable response is repentance. 
 
Cleanse your hands – turn from sin and the world. 
 
Purify your hearts. Choose Christ and the wisdom from above. 
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Verse 9: 
 

Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 

 
Mourning and weeping are the proper responses to grieving over sin and coming to 
God in repentance. 
 
I stopped this week to think about my life. 
 
I have mourned over my sin many times. 
 
I don’t weep much – but I have wept over my sin a few times. 
 
But I have such a great life I don’t stop to think about my sin and my failures before 
the Lord enough. 
 
But this passage does make me mourn. 
 
I thought about Jesus. Perfect, sinless Jesus. Who had no need to ever leave heaven. 
 
He came, He suffered, He died a humiliating death – all so He could enter into a 
relationship with me. 
 
He washed me and forgave me and offered me His love. 
 
I accepted that offer. I covenanted with Him to be faithful and He covenanted to love 
me all the days of my life and into eternity. 
 
He has never failed me. He has always guided me into paths to righteousness. 
 
But me – in the face of His love and faithfulness – I have failed Him so often. 
 
I have let the world into my heart. 
 
I have chased after the world. 
 
So, the more I think of Jesus and the cross the more I hate my sin and my 
faithlessness. 
 
Verse 10: 
 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  
 
This is such a typical Christian counter-cultural statement. It is like the last shall be 
first or He must increase and I must decrease. 
 
When we choose to humble ourselves – make ourselves low – make our egos and 
pride shrink and when we make much of God – then God gives us what we actually 
want – He exalts us. 
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He satisfies our souls and gives us places of honour in His kingdom. 
 
But here is what we need to grasp – this humbling ourselves – this repentance is not 
a one-time thing. 
 
It is a battle every day to take ME off the throne and ensure CHRIST is King. 
 
It is a battle to subdue pride. 
 
We need to repent daily. 
 
And – we need to remember the cost. 
 
God can’t just forgive our spiritual adultery. 
 
His holiness means there must be punishment for sin. 
 
The gospel tells us that it is Jesus – the holy One – the One who humbled Himself to 
the point of death on a cross who takes our place and pays our sin so that mercy can 
forgive our sins and wash us clean. Only then can God exalt us and make us reign 
with Him. 
 
God has ordained that the mechanism for obtaining grace is humility. 
 
To say – I choose to no longer be King of my life. I choose the Kingship of Christ. And 
as proof of my choice – I renounce sin and the world. 
 
I choose Christ. 
 
Then – He gives more grace. 
 
Then we find the reality of Sibbes statement – There is more mercy in Christ than 
sin in us. 
 
But James is not done warning us of the ultimate danger of pride and the enormous 
blessing of humility. 
 
Pride makes us judge as we take His place 4:11 
 
James 4:11:  
 

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against 
a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. 
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 

 
Here is another aspect of pride. We think so highly of ourselves, we put ourselves in 
the place of the Judge of all men. 
 
The word here – speak evil – it literally means speak against. 
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It has a wide variety of meanings – slander, false accusations, gossip. 
 
But in this context, it takes the form of judging – putting yourself in the place of the 
Law and deciding the eternal fate of brothers and sisters. 
 
In the context, it seems what was happening was some were judging the behaviour 
and sin of others. 
 
Deciding that their spiritual worldliness meant they were destined for hell. 
 
James would say – maybe they are – but maybe they will repent. Regardless – that 
determination is for God alone. 
 
We can call them out – we can remind them of what God said – but the One who has 
the power of life and death is not us. 
 
That role is reserved for One being – God. 
 
God gave the Law so we would know His will and do it – not so we would use it to be 
the ultimate judge of others. 
 
God will use the Law on the final day to determine heaven and hell. For us to usurp 
that role is to judge the Law itself. 
 
And it seems that these brothers were judges without mercy. 
 
They forgot the mercy of God available in forgiveness. 
 
We can call men and women and especially ourselves to repentance. 
 
We can proclaim the Law. 
 
We can do the Law. 
 
But, the role of Judge – deciding the eternal fate of anyone – that is for God and God 
alone. 
 
It is an act of ultimate pride to elevate ourselves to that position. 
 
In contrast: 
 
Humility makes us pardoned as He takes our place 4:12 
 
Verse 12: 
 

There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. 
But who are you to judge your neighbor?  

 
There is only One who decides – salvation or destruction. 
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And it is not you. Who are you to judge your neighbor? 
 
Instead, you need to humble yourselves so that when the Judge speaks to you – what 
you hear is – mercy. 
 
And you will only hear that if you have humbled yourself. 
 
Verses 4-12 of James 4 are hard verses. On the surface, they seem verses of 
judgment. Adulteresses, enemy of God. 
 
But you remain an enemy only if you refuse to humble yourself. 
 
So, the crucial question is – do you have spiritual pride? 
 
Are there areas of spiritual adultery in your life that you need to repent of? 
 
Here is the reality. 
 
I think for many Christians – our lives are probably something like this. 
 

 
 
ME – FAMILY – NEIGHBOURS – GOD. 
 
Or possibly: 
 

 
 
God is important – just not supreme. 
 
Our passage is clear, God is NOT satisfied with this. 
 
You must love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and strength – that is the 
first and great commandment. 
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You must seek first His kingdom. 
 
So, I want to close with a couple of diagnostic questions to help you assess your heart. 
 

1. What would be your perfect life? 
 
Is it a husband or wife, three kids, a dog, a house in the suburbs, a holiday every two 
years, good health and a good church? 
 
If so you are short-changing yourself and short-changing God and you may well be 
committing spiritual adultery. 
 
You short-change yourself – because there is no guarantee you will marry or have 
kids or grandkids or any of the things you desire. 
 
And even if you got them – they won’t satisfy your soul. 
 
And you short-change God because He must reign supreme. He will not share His 
glory with another. 
 
We have to seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness – then the other things are 
given to us. 
 
So, I ask, can you honestly say your life looks like this with God exalted above 
everyone and everything else? 
 

2. Where is your heart at? 
 
Where do you spend your money? How much do you give to the Lord? – Seriously – 
how much goes to the church – missionaries – brothers – and how much to you? 
 
What do you watch? 
 
What do you do when no one is around? 
 
What do you daydream of? 
 
What do you think of as you wake up? 
 
How do you spend your time? 
 
What are your passions? 
 
How are your devotions? 
 
Are you truly laying up treasure in heaven? 
 

3. How do you speak of the brothers? 
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Do you have so much attitude and spiritual altitude and pride that you find yourself 
judging and being the final arbiter? 
 
If any of these symptoms strike a chord with you – that is good – because you know 
you have a problem – and the cure is at hand. 
 
He gives more grace. 
 
He gives grace to the humble. 
 
He delights to exalt those who humble themselves and cling to His cross as their only 
sufficiency. 
 
If you are not a Christian – perhaps you wonder why there are things you longed for – 
you finally got them – a wife, kids, a new car, a better job – but the satisfaction didn’t 
last. You felt a pull to look elsewhere. 
 
The answer is that God made you to only be satisfied in Him. 
 
So, humble yourself. Tell Him – I want You to be my King. I want You to be my Judge. 
And He will lift you up. 
 
If you are a Christian and you know this passage is you – spiritual adultery – a heart 
prone to wander – listening to the world. 
 
Whether your heart has strayed a little or massively. 
 
Whether you have flirted with the world or had a full-on affair with the world. 
 
The good news is if you repent God is waiting to wash you, restore you and exalt you. 
 
As great as your sin is – His mercy is greater. 
 
He gives more grace. 
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He Gives More Grace 
(James 4:4-12  May 28, 2017) 

 
Main Point: Pride puts us in His place. Humility puts Him in our place. 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. Do you agree with Augustine that, “Pride is the commencement of all sin”? Why or 

why not? 
 
2. What is spiritual adultery? Why is it so horrendous? 
 
3. Do you think this slide sums up the correct orientation of our priorities? Why or why 

not? Is ME meant to be last? 
 

 
 
4. Why does ordering our lives like this actually satisfy? 
 
5. Is it a good thing that God is a jealous God? Why? 
 
6. What is the relationship between humility and grace? 
 
7. What are the signs of true spiritual humility? 
 
8. What does it mean to submit yourself to God and to resist the devil? 
 
9. In what ways can we put ourselves in the place of God as Judge? 

 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. Who actually has the supremacy in your life – YOU or GOD? Why? 
 
2. How would you list the order of supremacy in your life? 
 
Eg. ME – FRIENDS – GOD – MONEY – PLEASURE. 
 
3. In what areas do you think you have committed spiritual adultery? 

 
4. What is wrong with a life that looks like this?: 
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  OR   
 
5. Why is having God in your life not enough? 
 
6. Where is your heart? Where is your treasure? 

 
7. James 4:6 – But He gives more grace! Why is this so precious? 

 
8. How do you humble yourself daily? Why does it have to be done daily? 
 
9. How can meditating on the cross lead to humility and mourning and weeping? 
 
10. Have you found yourself judging others? What have you done about it? 
 
11. How can you help one another to have the right priorities without judging one 

another? 
 
 
 


