
~ 1 ~ 

Mission In-Gospel 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

4 June 2017 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Question:  What is the gospel? 

Big Idea:  Remember the gospel of grace that saves you. 

Introduction 

I’m not sure if you’ve ever had this situation play out in your house, but it seems to happen 

regularly in ours. 

Wife:  Have you remembered to do such-and-such today? 

Me: I would’ve if you’d told me to. 

Wife: I did, but you’ve forgotten. 

Most of the time, I’m convinced that I wasn’t, in fact, told. 

But I’ll concede that there might be some very rare occasions that I’m told about something 

and I forget. 

 

Forgetting things is part of our experience of life as human beings. 

We don’t remember all of the early years of our life. 

Then as we get older, it seems that we become even more likely to forget things. 

How many times have you gone to the shops or even another room and you can’t 

remember what you went there for? 

Even when it’s something important. 

No matter how hard we try, it feels like we can’t help but remember the things we’d rather 

forget and we struggle to remember the things we want to. 

 

In the busyness and business of life, it’s easy to forget what we’re on about. 

We can easily lose sight of our goals, our mission. 

In the business world, people call it mission drift when a company seems to lose its way. 

 

As Christians, we’ve been given a mission. 
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As the Blues Brothers would say, “We’re on a mission from God.” 

That mission is the gospel and it’s a mission of life and death. 

Yet we have a tendency to forget that mission, as important as it is. 

 

Forgetting doesn’t happen by deliberately rejecting it. 

It’s just what happens when all the competing pressures of life call for our attention and 

before we know it, we’re off-course. 

Our eyes drift off the gospel. 

 

And so, this morning, we’re looking at a passage of the Bible that draws our focus back to 

the gospel. 

It reminds us of our mission. 

 Remember the gospel of grace that saves you. 

 The Gospel of Salvation (v1-2) 

 The Gospel of Jesus (v3-8) 

 The Gospel of Transforming Grace (v9-11) 

The Gospel of Salvation (vv1-2) 

With three young kids, I feel like I spend my life constantly giving reminders – every meal, 

every job, every activity needs at least ten individual reminders. 

But it’s not just kids who need to be reminded. 

As adults, we use all kinds of things to help remind us of things we don’t want to forget – a 

rings on our fingers, calendars, alarm clocks, Post-it notes, and to-do apps on our phones. 

The reason we have reminders, is because we forget. 

As Paul closes off his first letter to the Corinthians with the epic chapter on the resurrection, 

he gives them a reminder. 

He wants to remind them of the gospel, verse 1. 

 

A reminder doesn’t give new information. 

By its very definition, a reminder is a refresher of what you already know. 

Paul knew that the Corinthians had heard all this before. 

You probably have too. 
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If you’re a Christian, then you probably aren’t going to hear very much – or perhaps 

anything – new this morning. 

That’s precisely the point. 

 

It’s crucial that they remember the old, old story… of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His 

love – that’s why Paul repeats it.1 

It’s the same message he preached to them when he first came to town. 

The gospel didn’t just appear in the city of Corinth. 

From reading Acts 18, we know that when Paul rocked up into town, he didn’t just find a 

copy of the local rag and look up a list of local churches in the back. 

When he searched for “church” and “Corinth” in Google, there were no hits. 

And not just because Google didn’t exist yet – the church didn’t either! 

 

When Paul came to Corinth, there was no church, so he started in the synagogue and every 

day reasoned with them from the Scriptures. 

Acts 18:4 (NIV) 4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade 

Jews and Greeks. 

Even today, the gospel doesn’t just mysteriously penetrate an area. 

That’s why we send missionaries to the front line so they can share the gospel, translate the 

Bible and train others how do the same. 

Because the gospel needs to be preached to people who’ve never heard it. 

 

It’s the gospel that has the power to save. 

We can so easily become complacent about the gospel. 

We need to remember that it’s powerful. 

The reason it’s such good news, the reason it’s so wonderful is because it has the power to 

save. 

When Paul preached, the Corinthians were saved. 

Acts 18:8 (NIV) 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in 

the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.  

The Jews tried to have him arrested, yet still they believed  because they experience the life 

that the message of the gospel gave. 



~ 4 ~ 

The gospel was preached, received, understood. 

 

We always need to be thinking carefully and critically about how we do things and how 

what we do lines up with the Bible. 

Being a Christian doesn’t mean that God wants us to check our brains in at the door. 

But one thing is very clear:  it must be the gospel we preach. 

Nothing else.  The gospel. 

 

I hope that you hear the gospel each and every week that you come to church – the same 

thing over and over again. 

That’s not a mistake. 

We need to keep being reminded of the gospel lest we forget. 

It doesn’t even just happen organically – we have to work hard at it. 

I’m unashamedly trying to bang on about the gospel over and over again because I need to 

be reminded of it regularly. 

And you do too. 

Not because you don’t know it, but because it’s the message that has the power to save. 

 

And we mustn’t forget because the gospel continues to save us. 

If you’ve got the ESV, you can take the moral high ground for a change. 

The ESV does a better job of translating verse 2 than most versions. 

The word for save is a present tense verb here, suggesting that this is something that 

happens over and over again. 

1 Corinthians 15:2 (ESV) 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the 

word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 

The gospel didn’t just save us in the past, it continues to save us today.  

 

Since the gospel is saving us, you’ve got to hold tight to it. 

A family I’m related to are serving as missionaries in Spain. 

They live in a city where pickpocketing is rife. 

It’s had to become second-nature for them to know where their valuables are all the time. 
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Even here in Australia, they keep their bags very close to them all the time. 

That’s what it’s like the gospel – keeping it close so that it becomes second nature for it to 

be at the forefront of our minds. 

 

Regardless of whether you understand the Bible to be teaching the perseverance of the 

saints or not, everyone believes that you have to persevere and hold to the gospel until the 

end. 

It’s no good believing it one day and forgetting it the next, otherwise you’ve just believed 

randomly. 

It’s not enough to trust in Jesus during some mountain-top Christian camp when you’re a 

teenager and then forget about it in a few years’ time. 

You have to hold firm, and take a stand on this message. 

Otherwise, you might as well not have believed in the first place. 

 

Paul reminds them of the gospel because it’s the message that has the power to save. 

The Gospel of Jesus (vv3-8) 

There’s lots of important stuff in the Bible that’s worth knowing. 

There are even lots of things that Paul received and passed on to the people he discipled – 

like the directions concerning the Lord’s Supper in chapter 11. 

However there’s one thing that more important than all the rest:  the gospel. 

It’s of first and prime importance. 

 

So, what is the gospel? 

That question brings us to our second point. 

Gospel isn’t just a type of music. 

It’s the word we use in English to translate the Greek word euangelion (εὐαγγέλιον). 

The prefix eu (εὐ) means good and angelos (ἄγγελος) is the word for an angel or a message. 

The gospel is the good message.  It’s good news. 

It comes to us through Old English where gōd means good and spel is news or a story. 
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What precisely is this Good News? 

Paul also uses the word ‘gospel’ as a technical term to describe God’s message of salvation. 

It’s not that God has a wonderful plan for your life. 

That’s true, but it’s not the gospel. 

It’s not that God wants you to fulfil your potential. 

Again, it’s true that in Christ we become the true humanity that God created us to be.  But 

that’s not the gospel. 

It’s not the gospel if we simply preach that believing in Jesus will give us comfort and 

prosperity. 

In the gospel we can find eternal rest, but that alone isn’t the gospel either. 

 

All of these false gospels seem to have one thing in common – they’re all about us, or more 

precisely, all about me. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ isn’t first and foremost about us though. 

It’s a message about Jesus. 

We only come into the message as the people who benefit from what he’s done. 

It’s his story, which can become our story. 

 

Paul outlines the gospel in four steps in verses 3 through 8: 

1. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures 

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus died. 

I know I’m rushing through something really significant here. 

We don’t normally think of death as being a good thing. 

The only possible way for death to be good is if it’s better than life. 

Jesus’ death is better than life because it paves the way for us to have a better life after 

death. 

 

The reason that Jesus died was not because he was some kind of loony on the fringe of 

society. 

Nor was it because he was a dangerous criminal. 

The reason he died – we see in verse 3 – was for our sins. 
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The Bible teaches us that each and every one of us wilfully rebels against God. 

And our rejection of him has really, really serious consequences. 

It deserves death. 

Paul writes elsewhere: 

Romans 6:23 (NIV) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

We’re told that Jesus died “according to the Scriptures” but we’re not told exactly what 

Scriptures Paul had in mind. 

It seems likely he was thinking of a passage like Isaiah 53 which speaks of God’s servant 

being crushed so that his people can be healed.  

 

Isaiah 53:5 (NIV) 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 

healed.  

That’s why Jesus died – to pay for our sin and to heal us, just as the Scriptures said. 

2. He was buried 

If Jesus died, it might seem redundant to say that he was also buried.   

Paul’s not trying to make the point that although the Romans were into cremation, Jesus 

was buried in a tomb. 

The point is that it reinforces that he really did die – Jesus really was dead.  Dead dead. 

According to Matthew’s account, he was laid in the ground behind a stone that had a seal 

put on it and guards were placed in front of it to prevent anyone stealing the body.2 

 

We know that some Christians denied this as early as the beginning of the second century.   

They believed a heresy called Docetism which says that Jesus didn’t really suffer, therefore 

he didn’t really die. 

In AD 108, a bloke named Ignatius wrote this about the people saying that he only seemed 

to be dead. 

“…[C]ertain unbelievers maintain, that He only seemed to suffer, as they 

themselves only seem to be [Christians].”3 
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Ignatius wasn’t one to beat around the bush. 

This wasn’t some kind of trick done with smoke and mirrors – Jesus really did die. 

And that matters because otherwise he wouldn’t have really been able to die for our sins. 

 

If the gospel just ended there, it wouldn’t be particularly spectacular news though. 

Lots of significant religious figures in history have died – in fact, pretty much all of them. 

Mohammed was poisoned to death in 632. 

Joseph Smith got shot by an angry mob, fell out of a window and died in 1844. 

The really unique thing about Jesus isn’t that he died, but that he didn’t stay dead. 

3. He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures 

The resurrection of Jesus isn’t the epilogue – the bit tacked onto the end of the story to tie 

up the loose ends. 

The resurrection is at the very heart of what makes Christianity unique. 

It’s an essential part of the gospel, not an extra. 

 

If you’re old enough, you might remember the old song “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”. 

You came from heaven to earth 

To show the way; 

From the earth to the cross 

My debt to pay; 

From the cross to the grave, 

From the grave to the sky: 

Lord, I lift Your name on high. 

It’s scandalous that this song leaves out the most spectacular demonstration of God’s power 

and reason to praise him:  the resurrection. 

 

Jesus didn’t stay dead. 

Instead, he was brought back to life when he was raised on the third day. 

Just like the Scriptures said. 

Again we don’t know exactly what Paul had in mind.  He probably didn’t have anything 

specific in mind. 
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It’s uncommon for Paul to use the plural “scriptures” like he does here – he usually uses the 

singular. 

 

Jesus obviously thought that all of the Scriptures point to the fact that Messiah would rise 

again. 

Luke records that after Jesus rose from the dead, he explained to them: 

Luke 24:44–47 (NIV) 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 

Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand 

the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and 

rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 

be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

 

God has the power to defeat death and raise his son from the grave. 

The good news is that from that time, death isn’t the last word any longer. 

Death inevitably awaits all of us, unless Jesus comes back first. 

What’s different this side of the resurrection is that’s not the end of the story if you place 

your trust in Jesus. 

The resurrection means that there is life after death. 

Death isn’t the end – it’s lost its sting! 

How good is that?!?  

He appeared to people 

Just like being buried reinforces that Jesus died, his appearances show that he really did rise 

from the grave. 

 

Firstly, Jesus appeared to Peter. 

Then he appeared to the eleven disciples (though obviously not Judas). 

Verse 6: 

1 Corinthians 15:6 (ESV) 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at 

one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  

 

Even though Paul’s writing to the church in Corinth, don’t assume that Paul was speaking to 

people who were already on-board with what he was saying. 
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He was talking to a sceptical, maybe even hostile, audience. 

The rest of chapter 15 is a long defence of the resurrection. 

We find out in verse 12 that there were even some who were saying that there is no 

resurrection. 

 

The Corinthians weren’t all that different to us. 

They didn’t live in Israel and they weren’t there to witness Jesus being raised from the dead. 

Probably the biggest difference though is that they could check out what Paul was saying for 

themselves by asking the five hundred eyewitnesses. 

Most of them were still living, though in the two decades in between some of them had 

passed away. 

Presumably Paul wouldn’t invite these sceptical Christians to verify what he was saying if he 

didn’t think they would back him up. 

 

God also appointed some particular people – the apostles – to witness to all that Jesus said 

and did. 

They were particularly witnesses to the resurrection. 

Apostles literally means ‘sent ones’. 

They were legitimate Jehovah’s witnesses – sent to proclaim what God has done. 

 

The apostles included the original disciples, but others as well. 

In Acts 1, Matthias was chosen because he was there for all of Jesus’ ministry from the time 

he was baptised to the time he ascended into heaven. 

Then there was James who was almost definitely Jesus’ brother who would go on to be the 

leader of the church in Jerusalem. 

And finally, there was the Johnny-come-lately – Paul himself – who was travelling on the 

road to Damascus when he was miraculously called to tell people about Jesus. 

 

This is the gospel – that the punishment for sin has been paid because Jesus really did die 

for sin. 

And he really did rise again from the dead. 

So that Christians can stand at a funeral – as sad as that is – and know it’s not the end. 
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The Good News is that our sins can be forgiven and we can be reconciled to God. 

The Gospel of Transforming Grace (vv9-11) 

Finally, Paul reflects on the power of the gospel of grace in his own life. 

 

Paul himself was one of the apostles, even though he felt like he didn’t deserve to be. 

I don’t think he’s trying to be modest here. 

He genuinely believes that he’s unworthy of having the honour of being counted amongst 

the other apostles like Peter (who denied Jesus three times). 

Verse 9: 

1 Corinthians 15:9a-b (ESV) 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called 

an apostle,  

 

Before he became a Christian, Paul was a pretty naughty boy. 

I don’t mean that he drank too much, got tattoos and did doughnuts in a stolen chariot. 

But his favourite pastime on a Saturday night – or anytime during the week really – was 

rounding up Christians and putting them in chains. 

The reason he gives for being particularly unworthy is “because I persecuted the church of 

God.” 

In some ways, there was never anyone more undeserving of being an apostle than Paul. 

 

And yet he was called to be an apostle, commissioned by God to share God’s grace. 

Because God’s wonderful grace completely changed him and he became a new man. 

1 Corinthians 15:10 (NIV) 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to 

me was not without effect. 

It’s easy to imagine Eeyore saying that – “I am what I am.”  

 

That’s how we often feel about our sin, isn’t it? 

We get bogged down in it and we feel like it’s all too hard. 

We’re too bad, too messed up, too ashamed, too hurt, too broken for God. 
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But that’s not how it’s meant to be understood.  Verse 10 is a celebration! 

If you feel that way about your sin, then think about Paul. 

He’s an example of the power of the gospel. 

In God’s kindness, his life was turned around. 

Not from drugs or alcohol or sex or gambling but from his rebellion against God. 

 

He is what he is – an apostle of the gospel – because of God’s grace. 

His transformation had nothing to do with what he did. 

What mattered was what God did.   

What mattered was God’s grace in sending his son Jesus to die for sin and then raising him 

from the grave. 

 

Grace means that we contribute absolutely nothing. 

We don’t bring knowledge, skill or experience. 

Grace doesn’t depend on us at all, other than being people who receive it. 

Grace is a gift. 

 

That means that it’s not too late for God’s grace. 

All of you look like you’re breathing, so it’s not too late. 

There’s nothing that you’ve done that’s beyond the grace of God. 

What you’ve don’t isn’t too perverted, too cruel, too shameful for you to miss out on his 

grace. 

 

Why wouldn’t you want to declare that message? 

The gospel gives us the greatest freedom, the greatest peace, the greatest comfort, the 

greatest wealth and blessing that the world has ever known. 

Jesus’ death gives us peace with God and his resurrection means that we will live with him 

forever. 

This is the gospel that you have to believe to be saved. 

 

The messenger doesn’t matter all that much. 
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In verse 11, Paul’s comparing himself back to the super-apostles in chapters one to three. 

It doesn’t matter who preaches it. 

So much so that in Philippians 1, we’re even told that it doesn’t matter if the gospel’s even 

preached with the wrong motivation: 

Philippians 1:17–18 (NIV) 17 The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not 

sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18 But 

what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false 

motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will 

continue to rejoice,  

 

What matters is the message of the gospel.. 

The gospel is the message that needs to be preached and believed to have life. 

Don’t change the message because only that message can change the messenger. 

Galatians 1:8 (NIV) 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel 

other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse!  

 

In Paul’s life, we see the powerful gospel at work. 

It changed him from super-villain to super hero. 

And so again he reminds the Corinthians of the power of the gospel. 

Conclusion 

We know that remembering the gospel and holding onto it was something that the 

Corinthians struggled with. 

In the second letter we have written to the Corinthians, we read: 

2 Corinthians 11:4 (NIV) 4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other 

than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you 

received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily 

enough.  

They were willing to accept another gospel. 

That’s so dangerous because it means we’re missing out on our very lifeline – the gospel of 

salvation. 

 

Grace Bible Church Corinda, we’re no different. 
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We as a church need to be careful that we don’t forget the gospel. 

We need to hold it firmly, otherwise everything is in vain. 

This might feel like “just another sermon about the gospel”.  And it is! 

Yet I hope it’s not boring you to tears. 

If it is, then that’s a sign that you’re on mission drift. 

 

The gospel’s an old message that doesn’t get old. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection save us. 

We need to remember that and remind ourselves of it often. 

1 A. Catherine Hankey, Tell Me the Old, Old Story 
2 Matthew 27:62-66 
3 Ignatius, Letter to the Smyrnaeans, 2:1. 
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Mission In-Gospel 
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Big Question:  What is the gospel? 

Big Idea:  Remember the gospel of grace that saves you. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What are some of the reasons that we need to be reminded of the gospel? 

2. What do we lose if we add to or take away from the gospel? 

3. How would you describe the gospel in 5 words or less? 

4. Who is the gospel about? 

5. What difference does it make that Jesus was buried and appeared to others after he 

rose? 

6. How do we stop the gospel getting boring if we keep repeating it? 

7. What was the effect of the gospel in Paul’s life?  Do you feel the same way? 


