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God’s Love, Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow 
A Topical Sermon 

1 October 2017 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | John Armstrong 

“God is Love” series Week 2 - God’s Providential Love 

Big Question:  How do I trust God with what I need? 

Big Idea:  God has created everything in the past – so marvel at Him and trust Him with 

your future. 

Introduction 

A few weeks back, we were driving to the usual Saturday netball match, and my eye caught 

the words up on a sign at a church down on Oxley road.  Anybody recognise it? 

It read “God loves you, and there’s nothing you can do about it”  

How does that make you feel? 

There is something to be said about the comfort and security that a notion like that can 

bring.  There is truth to it too, in that God is in absolute control of every, single thing that 

happens – in the world around us, and to us as individuals. 

I think there would be many people driving past that sign, who have never felt the love of a 

parent, or perhaps have been abandoned and the love that was once there, is no more.  For 

such a person, to read something like that can be extremely encouraging and uplifting. But 

it could also be troubling, or they may simply be unable to relate. 

Some people would find it creepy – others simply wouldn’t care.  The point of the sermon 

today is to show us why we should care. 

What a great sign.  It needs to be short and simple so folk can read it quickly while driving 

by without bashing into someone.  I get it.  At the same time though it feels like there’s just 

soooo much more that needs to be said to really do justice to a statement like that. 

God loves you and there’s nothing you can do about it. 

How do you know God loves you?   

How do you know he cares for you? 

We’re going to spend some time unpacking that this morning, looking into what that 

means, what it means for you.  

I think our simplified view of God’s love can often be like that sign, in that we make such an 

important topic just too simple as we go about doing life.  What I mean is that we choose to 

settle for a definition of God’s love that suits our individual circumstance, satisfies our 

conscience at the time and we’re left with an over-simplified perspective on what God’s 

love really entails, and this keeps us from giving him the praise and glory due Him. 
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Ben, Michael and I have been working through Don Carson’s book that tackles these 

aspects of God’s love.  Dono wasn’t kidding when he gave his book the title, the difficult 

doctrine of the love of God.  I have found it a challenge to wrap my head around all of the 

aspects.  Like you, I’m learning as I go.  What this book does is show the intricate, deliberate 

perfection of an all-powerful God that loves in multiple ways that I hadn’t considered 

before. 

Last week we saw how the bible describes God’s love within and for the Trinity. (The love 

between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit), and how the way that God loves within the trinity 

provides the foundational source of love, and how that flows out to loving others, even to 

loving his enemies. 

Today – we will be looking at the second point of the series on God’s love – in how he cares 

through his providential love. 

In the following weeks we’ll see how God’s loves through his yearning warning and 

invitation to all human beings as he invites and commands them to repent and believe; His 

special love for the elect and lastly His conditional love towards His covenant people. 

On to our topic today – God’s providential love. 

I don’t know about you, but I don’t find myself using the word ‘providential’ very often.   

Whether you're talking about God or not, if something is providential, it feels a little 

miraculous.   

iSo for the language enthusiasts among us, the Latin root of providential is providentia, 

"foresight or precaution." Providential, likewise, has another meaning that's purely 

religious, "resulting from God's intervention." 

Essentially today we’ll be talking about God’s demonstration of his love through his 

miraculous provision.  We’ll see how God always has provided, never stops providing and 

forever will provide - in ways we will never know, whether we like it or not. 

I hope today you will, if nothing else – be reminded of the greatness and majesty of our 

Lord and Saviour. 

We’ll look at how God has demonstrated his providential love the layout of creation, then 

how he sustains the life he gives, and finally how we can trust him to provide in what lies 

ahead.  So 3 points 

(God’s) Love in the Layout of creation 

(God’s) Love in the Life he gives 

(God’s) Love in what Lies ahead 
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1. Love in the Layout of creation 

We’re going to start off looking at the past – what God did in creating the world that you 

and I get to enjoy today. 

Most of us here today would have read the book of Genesis a number of times, learned 

portions of it in Sunday school – or heard a sermon or 5 on the story of creation.  It really is 

remarkable to read it, to hear it and to dwell on some of the phrases.   

I’ve read through it a number of times over the past few months, and just find myself 

stunned at God’s power in action - in how He orchestrated the assembly of what we see 

today in the heavens and on the earth. 

So we’re going to whizz through the whole of Genesis 1 together, because it lays the 

foundation that I think we need in order to have the right perspective for the rest of the 

message today.  Read with me in your bible, or following on the screen overhead. 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 

good, and he separated the light from the darkness.5 God called the light “day,” and the 

darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

I mean, God “Said” – and it was so.  There was no construction team, blueprints or project 

plan required, certainly no design authority that he needs permission from.  God owns it – 

and he decides what to do with a formless mass – and Wham! Imagines light into being.  

And … All of a sudden, He’s looking at it!  Evaluating it he calls it “good” – the first sign that 

it mattered to God how it looked – that he cared about it from the get go. 

Then we see in verse 6, God’s creation responds immediately to His command as he carries 

out his vision – resulting in what we enjoy as the beautiful blue sky, the dry land and 

roaring seas we are mesmerized by today.  God’s foresight of provision designed the flora 

(fancy word for trees and plants and stuff) to be formed with reproduction built into it, 

which has been sustained right until this very day. 

Isn’t it tremendous to imagine that that the orange pip that annoys you when it ends up in 

your mouth, (or maybe you swallow them) – at one point was designed exactly like that, by 

God – for the purpose of the His glory – and for your enjoyment.  That orange was one of 

the “trees bearing fruit with seed in it” imagined by God in verse 12!  The vitamin and 

nutrient makeup, smell and taste wasn’t by accident – God created it with purpose so that 

we might enjoy it as a good gift from him – and give Him thanks for it. 

(Genesis 1 continued) 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day 

and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.  
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18 And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the 

fourth day. 

Through to verse 16 God created the moon and the sun on the fourth day, and along with it 

all the ecosystem around it to keep them in control, and the movement of which – gives us 

concept of time today – and God pauses – evaluates it and once again gives it the good 

stamp. 

Verse 16b reads “He also made the stars”.  Oh yeah, that little detail. 

Since then, even today there are new stars and galaxies are being found.  Estimates by 

astronomers suggest there are an average of 100 Million stars in a galaxy – and that there 

are around 2 trillion galaxies in the observable universe.ii  Multiply the 2 together to get the 

total number, and well – that’s a fairly large number.  1 with 24 zero’s following, and 

experts suggest this is a gross underestimation.  Can we get our head around just how big 

that is?  Nope.  Are we meant to get our head around it?  I don’t think so – it’s meant to 

draw us to appreciate the immense power of a creator God who continues to care, for the 

things we see and those we can’t. 

Moving into Days five and six from verse 20, God creates the living creatures in the sea, and 

everything required within to be sustainable right from that point.  And then, neatly – the 

sequence of trees and vegetation before birds and animals means there is food to eat and 

the birds have trees to sit in and make their nests - by God’s design!  God’s creatures, all of 

them are dependent on His provision for them to be given life, and to go on living. 

Pause. 

Then in verse 27 of Genesis 1 we see God shift from creating things to creating someone.  

That someone being made in his likeness, in his image. 

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 

that moves on the ground.” 

For all of man’s collective medical knowledge and acquired insight, when the human body is 

deconstructed – the level of detail, intricacy and interdependence remains fascinating and 

even today continues to be unpacked. 

Think about the many small things that need to happen in order for our bodies to work.  

The blood flowing through our bodies – dependent on the heart – all the chambers working 

together to project the life-sustaining liquid, the heart we feel beat.  If you could stretch out 

all of a human's blood vessels, they would be about 100,000 km long. That's enough to go 

around the world twice!   
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And God did this without a previous practice run or prototype, he did it exactly as he 

intended.  First time. 

That’s not the product of evolution, folks – that’s beautiful design, provision at a level 

unimaginable to us. 

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there 

was morning—the sixth day. 

Carson writes in his book as he introduces this perspective of God’s providential love over 

all that he has made “By and large the Bible veers away from using the word love in this 

connection, but the theme is not hard to find. God creates everything, and before there is a 

whiff of sin, he pronounces all that he has made to be “good” (Gen. 1). This is the product 

of a loving Creator.” 

As a foundation to understanding God’s providential care, creation should make us see 

God’s perfect, purposeful provision – started thousands of years past, continuing today – 

and guaranteed to continue, until He comes again. 

I hope creation makes you realise that his planning, his decision to sequence one event 

before another and the ongoing timing of all that we see and know is just as it should be, by 

his design and order.  

Zoom out for a second - God understands what a star needs to exist in a galaxy we have and 

never will discover, and he provides for those needs. 

And, zoom right in - he understands what man’s needs are, down to the smallest thing and 

provides for them. 

This is evident in Genesis 2 where God knows Man’s has a need not to be alone in verse 18, 

and takes action to provide a helper suitable for him.  And from Adam’s flesh he creates 

woman, and they are brought together. 

We see God’s providential love in supplying the means for human relationship to exist, and 

for man’s immediate need fulfilled.  Importantly this relationship is also the basis and only 

suitable long-term solution for the world to be populated – through a man and a women, 

which verse 24 confirms: 

“That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become 

one flesh.” 

We have been created in God’s image.  We have the stamp of divinity in our hearts. Only 

humans have this. The plants don’t have this. The animals don’t have this. Even the stars in 

the sky don’t have this. But people do. We’ve been made in the likeness of God” (Genesis 1: 

26–27).iii 

Whether you’re awed by the creation of the earth and plants, on team Jono (our resident 

plant scientist) or by the human body on team Craig (our resident medical doctor), the 
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beauty is you don’t need to decide which is greater than the other – because it is God who 

created the lot, and calls us through his word to direct our praise and admiration to Himself 

because of it. 

At that point in the world’s history, there was no sin.  Things were perfect. We know, that 

things didn’t stay perfect.  When sin came into the world things changed. 

But even though sin entered the world through Adam, we see still see God’s providential 

care that took the form of both discipline and blessing for man – and ongoing through the 

Israelites.  He’d chosen them as his own, he miraculously removed them from slavery in 

Egypt, and he parted the sea in front of them.  He provided guidance through Sinai in the 

wilderness, he provided mannah when they were hungry and he brought them into the 

promised land.  Through the ages we see God providing in miraculous fashion, in 

unexpected ways to lead and guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Love in the Life he gives 

God placed Adam and Eve in the garden with a purpose.  God placed Noah in his era, and 

lovingly, graciously provided for their needs during the Flood.  Jesus came to earth at a 

particular time, at just the right time – as the saviour, which had been prophesied for 

generations prior.  Captain James Cook arrived on the land down under in the 1700’s, for a 

season.  And here, today – you and I have been placed, in this era – by God’s design, not by 

accident but for a purpose. 

My wife often says that she wishes she was born in the Georgian Era.  Too much Jane 

Austen I say.  Maybe you wish you were born elsewhere, or some other time.  But friends, 

God, in his providence has place each one of us here today in 2017 - exactly as he intended.  

God has given you and your family life – right here, today.  And he loves us and will provide 

for our every need as he has done in ages past. 
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We read in Ecclesiastes 3, and deliberate portion of scripture that God has purposefully set 

a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens, a time to be born 

and a time to die. 

“Live in the now!” was a tagline from a movie I liked growing up.  That sounds pretty 

simple, and actually – it’s not like we have a choice about the matter, right? 

Even though God has authored and given us time, and only the present in which to operate 

– yet, we constantly find ourselves wondering “What if” – and dwelling on the past. You’ll 

find us… Questioning decisions and working through what ‘could have been’ 

• Weighted down by mistakes we’ve made  

• Guilted by secret sin 

• Harbouring unforgiveness 

• Holding onto hurt 

And if we’re not dwelling on the past, we’re obsessing with what lies ahead. Which of these 

questions can you relate to? 

• How much money can I make before I retire? 

• When can I have children? 

• What if I don’t pass my exam? 

• What if I can’t get into the property market? 

• Will my job ever get any easier? 

• What will my friends say about me at school? 

We all do it – let’s not kid ourselves.  And it’s a direct result of the fall, in wanting to be 

autonomous and not wanting to leave it to God to provide what is his to provide.  And 

when he provides, we’re often not content with the measure in which he provides, and we 

are dissatisfied with His timing.  The source of all of this is sin, the result is discontentment 

with the situation we’re living in. 

But we can choose to see all things in light of his providential love today.  Often, that means 

weathering through the storm we find ourselves in right now – to be faithful in trusting the 

present situation to the Lord and to know that we will be able to look back and see his hand 

working in and loving us through it. 

Sometimes that can be really hard. 

Let me share an example of this, from personal experience.  After we had our first child – 

we found out we were pregnant again. 

But after 9 weeks the doctor we were told there was no longer a heartbeat.  I remember 

seeing the disappointment and hurt on my wife’s face – all the questions come flooding 

“Why would God allow this to happen?”  Then we fell pregnant again, and got to 16 week 

mark.  The human life we had watched grow over the months, and became attached to – 

was no more. 
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Now, coming out of 2 miscarriages is not something we would wish on anyone. 

With support from our family and church family, we were drawn closer to one another – 

and together, closer to God through prayer and his Word through a difficult period.   

We tried to respond with medical treatments which didn’t turn out the way we expected.  I 

want to be careful here, to say that I think many of the medical measures are a blessing 

from God.  But when one becomes consumed by trying to control what you want, and 

when you want it - to the point that you leave God out of the picture completely - that is 

dangerous. 

What we had to realise was that God would lovingly provide as he saw fit, in the measure 

he deemed suitable and at a time that he had ordained.  God loves the life that he gives, 

but it is He who gives life, and He who takes it away. 

3 years later, we fell pregnant again.  This time the pregnancy went full term and that’s the 

story of how our son – and then youngest daughter followed.  I’m only sharing from 

experience to illustrate that putting all our trust in the doctors and wanting to be in full 

control was not the way, it’s as if we were wanting to “play God”.   

I know there are others here today who too, have struggled through this same thing, the 

same storm.  Every family’s situation is unique, and the pain and hurt that is experienced 

cannot be fully explained and shared with others.    

Look at Job, who, after losing all his family and belongings was able to say in chapter 1:21 

“Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the 

Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  Job knew that the Lord had 

purpose and reason behind what was happening around and to him.  Did he understand 

every aspect of it?  Nope.  Did it hurt?  Of course it did!  But he chose to put his trust in the 

love of his heavenly father and bless his name. 

And that, even though it is hard to believe at times – God loves his children right where 

they are.  For we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. 

When we’re in that storm – when you’re in the middle of the storm you’re facing today, 

know that God is still loving you providentially.  Yes, he is loving you even through storms – 

even at times when it may not feel like it.  The evidence in his Word and the comfort of the 

Holy Spirit are always there, intentionally to carry you through.  Can you see exactly how 

that all hangs together?  Probably not.  

Will it be easy?  Probably not.   

Will it be worth it to see it through?  Absolutely, 100%. 

We have the bible riddled with examples of men and women who trusted the Lord to 

provide, and so we should take comfort and encouragement from them. How about you – 

when you look back in your life, can you see Gods providence in your experience? 
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Let us be thankful that we serve a God who miraculously provided for his people – and to 

keep God’s greatest provision in mind – in the life he sent in the Lord Jesus Christ to be laid 

down to provide eternal life. And to live today, every day, in light of that. 

His providence lies behind you, is at work today.  So stay strong in the Lord today, because 

God loves the life he has given you. 

Which brings us to the last point this morning. 

3. Love in what Lies ahead 

What about tomorrow, what about what lies ahead?  How can we be assured of God’s love 

for us in the future to provide for what we need? 

We all worry.  God knows that we worry, he cares enough to have Jesus instruct us in 

Matthew 6 about this very thing. 

26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 

 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 

Jesus refers back to his creation to make plain the futility of worry. 

He uses the simple nature of the birds that he feeds, and the flowers that he clothes.  But 

for you, he says (speaking to the people) – how much more will your heavenly father take 

care of you!  God is not the Lilly’s father.  He is not the Sparrow’s father – they are not his 

children, they are his creation and God lovingly provides for them.  But you, are his child. 

God is your heavenly Father.  And he will lovingly provide for all your needs, in the same, 

but even better way that you as a good father (or mother) would provide for your children. 

If you remember from the first point – we looked at how God ordered creation to be 

formed deliberately for the land to provide soil for seed-bearing plants and trees with fruit 

to provide food for the animals, to then provide man as provision to sustain physical life.   

Each one is dependent on the other, but it is God who provides the result. 

There is a real purpose there - intended to provide, intended to have the parts be 

dependent on Him. If He has sustained our eco-system from the beginning – and the 

sparrow continues to be fed – when we’re told we are his children - why is it that we worry 

and doubt God’s provision for our every need today, tomorrow and beyond? 

Jesus makes it clear in this passage in Matthew 6, yet the distraction of sin is what drives us 

to want to provide for ourselves.  We want to be autonomous and be independent.  When 

we try to do this, we fail.  That brings disappointment, hurt and normally consequences. 

We need to be reminded, friends – that it is God who provides, not us.  Yes, he calls us to 

serve one another, to work and be responsible for making sure basic needs are met for 
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ourselves and our families, but we can do nothing without His provision.  He will supply all 

that we need.  

God wants us to be dependent on him for what lies ahead. 

Right down to the air we breathe and the heart that pumps blood through our veins.   

It is God who gave us our first breath, who has our last breath planned – and provides every 

breath in between (Acts 17:25): 

24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and 

does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if 

he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 

The only way to conquer the worry, is to run to our loving, caring creator saviour.  To admit 

our dependency on Him, and rest in His loving provision.  And when we do that, we get to 

enjoy God today.  We appreciate his gifts to us in the measure in which he chooses to give 

them. 

You may be familiar with the phrase “past performance is not an indicator of future 

performance” that normally accompanies an investment, or your super fund used to cover 

the provider in case things go pear shaped and keep your expectations at bay. 

Not so with God.  Past performance is an absolute guarantee of future performance.  God’s 

love and provision in the past is guaranteed to exist in the future. 

But what about in 10 years from now – what about 30 million years from now? 

The bible tells us that this earth is temporary and it will pass away, along with the creation 

that we know and see today, along with the sin and pain and tears and disappointment and 

hurt and worry and death.  All of it will be done away with, as we read in Revelation that he 

who sits on the thrown says “I am making everything new!” as God prepares a new heaven 

and a new earth where we will dwell with him forever.” 

When Jesus comforts the disciples in John 14, he tells them that his Father’s house has 

many rooms, and that he is going there to prepare a place for them, in Heaven.  Jesus tells 

the disciples not to let their hearts be troubled. 

God provides not only for the immediate future on earth, but much more importantly 

provides the solution into the 30 million year plan, and into eternity!   

God’s providential love goes before all of us here today to prepare a place to spend eternity 

with Him. The same applies to you today, as his child. Isn’t that great!? 

The bottom line is that God will guide us into what lies ahead.  And where God guides, he 

provides. 
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Conclusion  

I hope you, along with me have been left a little stunned, perplexed, mesmerized, and 

humbled at God’s word unpacking only a sliver of his greatness. 

Maybe today the awesome story of God working through ages in the vast and intricate 

wonder of creation sounds just too unreal, like a fairy tale. 

How do you know God loves you?  Look around you. 

How do you know He cares for you?  Look at what He’s done. 

Yes there are many mysteries surrounding how God’s love works out in carrying out His 

purposes – but mysteries as they are, the effects are real. As we work through the various 

aspects of God’s love, one of the dangers of having the theme of God’s providential love be 

the dominant one, at the expense of other ways that God loves is we can fall into the trap 

of worshipping the creation that we marvel at.  God’s love is evidenced for us to see in what 

you see, smell, hear, taste and feel every single day. You are living in that providential love. 

And while we cannot explain every single intricate detail, that is very different from fairy 

tale, friends.All of this points us to the God who’s done even more – in loving us in his very 

own son – which we’ll talk more about this next week. 

Who will you trust to provide for your life, and for your eternity? 

Perhaps, when you look back on your life you’ve never seen it as God’s hand at work.  But 

what about today, tomorrow and what lies ahead?  In who’s will you place your trust, now 

that you’ve seen how clear the bible makes it?  Your own?? 

Or will you place your future in the hands of he who formed you, he whose hands lovingly 

provided everything behind the scenes to allow you to arrive on the seat you’re on this first 

day of October 2017 whether you’re 5, 45 or 75. 

Will you take up the offer from He whose hands which sacrificially took the nails to hang on 

the cross to pay ransom for your sin?  He whose hands go before and prepare a place in the 

new heaven for his people. 

If you do not know this God, if this Jesus is not your king and Lord, I plead with you today, 

to turn. Turn to the Lord the creator and loving provider, who offers the free gift of 

salvation to you today – so that you may trust Him with your future, into eternity.  Come 

and talk with Ben, Michael or I after the service and we would love to pray with you. 

As we leave today, look at the small things and enjoy them as a good gift from God.  Praise 

him and give him glory because of his love in ages past that is here today – and goes before 

you tomorrow.  

i https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/providential  
ii https://www.space.com/26078-how-many-stars-are-there.html  
iii Goliath Must Fall: Winning the Battle Against Your Giants, Louie Giglio 
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Questions 
 

1. God loves you, and there’s nothing you can do about it – share how this statement 

makes you feel?  Do you think that is true?  Why / Why not? 

 

2. What are some of the greatest examples of God’s provision in the bible? 

 

3. What are some of the examples of God’s provision in your life?  Share from personal 

experience if you feel comfortable doing so. 

 

4. Why has God made creation, and us dependant on His provision?  Think about who is 

glorified most between being dependent on God vs being independent of God. 

 

5. When we have Jesus himself instructing us “Do not worry” about our basic 

necessities – why is it that we still do worry? 

 

6. Do you think contentment and worry are related? 

 

7. Given God’s track record - why do you think we doubt God’s provision for us in the 

future? 

 

8. How can we encourage those around us from passages like Genesis 1 and Matthew 

6? 


