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God’s Relational Love for His People 
Topical 

22 October 2017 | Grace Bible Church Corinda | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  God’s love changes the way we live. 

Big Question:  Is God’s love unconditional? 

Introduction 

Relationships change everything. 

They especially change the way you act. 

If you have a relationship with someone, you interact with them differently to someone that 

you’ve only just met on the street. 

What you’d share with your best friends at school is probably very different to what you’d 

share with someone from a different grade whose name you don’t even know. 

For most of us, how well we know someone changes how comfortable we are with them 

sitting close to us on public transport. 

If you have a relationship with your mechanic and you know that he’s trustworthy, you’re 

going to trust him not to diddle you even if you don’t know the difference between coolant 

and a carby. 

 

From the moment we start following Jesus, we enter a new relationship. 

And our relationship with the God of the universe changes our lives profoundly. 

Sin is the word the Bible uses to describe our rejection of God. 

It might look like all kinds of behaviour – like lying, stealing, cheating, despising. 

At their very heart though, all these things are fuelled by the desire in all of us to reject God 

and do life our own way; to be masters of our own destinies. 

 

But God. 

God has made it possible for us to be reconciled with him; to have the relationship with him 

we were created to have. 

He sent his Son Jesus to die so that we could come home to him. 

That’s why this church exists. 



~ 2 ~ 

The thing that unites us – the reason we get together – is that we’re a bunch of people who 

know the Living God personally. 

We’ve experienced his love, forgiveness, mercy and grace. 

And it changes us profoundly. 

Knowing God’s love changes absolutely everything. 

Outline 

Today is the last talk in our series on God’s love. 

It’s been a challenging series as we’ve been thinking who God is and what it means for him 

to love. 

We’ve seen that his love can’t be reduced down and described in a single statement. 

I hope that you’ve come to see that God’s love is far more complicated and spectacular than 

you’d ever thought before. 

 

To wrap up the series, we’re going to be looking at God’s relational love for his people. 

Knowing God and being known by God – knowing his love for us – changes the way we live. 

The big idea is quite simple:  God’s love changes the way we live. 

We’re going to see this in three ways: 

 Remaining in His Love 

 Obedience in His Love 

 Like Jesus in His Love 

Remaining in His Love 

When it comes to talking about God’s love, it’s fairly normal for his love to be described as 

being ‘unconditional’. 

Saying that God’s love is unconditional is a short-hand way of describing a whole host of 

things about his love:1 

God’s love is profoundly good – it’s not manipulative, demanding or judgmental. 

God's love is patient – God’s love drives him to patiently play the long game rather than 

giving us the short shift. 

God’s love is a gift – it’s an unearned blessing, rather than something that can be earned. 
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God’s love doesn’t discriminate – if you’re sinful, suffering, confused, rough, dirty, broken – 

then God’s love is for you.  He’s not just interested in squeaky clean people who seem to 

have their lives together. 

That’s what people usually mean when they say that God’s love is unconditional. 

 

And so we expect that God’s love is completely without condition. 

We know from 1 John 4 that God is love. 

He’s not love sometimes and not at others. 

His love has been exercised and on display since the beginning of the world in the way that 

God the Father loves God the son and God the Son loves God the Father. 

God’s intra-Trinitarian love doesn’t change at all depending on us. 

 

After a long period of not having any rain, this week we saw the way God’s sent us a deluge. 

The way he does that to sustain the world is an act of God’s love. 

The rain didn’t stop when it got to the fence of my Hindu neighbour though. 

God sent him rain to water his backyard just as much as he did mine. 

God’s providential love is shown to everyone regardless of whether they’re righteous or 

unrighteous. 

 

We also looked at God’s yearning, saving love which isn’t conditional on how good we are. 

God chose to love the world even though he knew precisely how bad and corrupt it is. 

Without us taking even one step towards him, God sent his Son so that whoever believes in 

him can have eternal life. 

God’s greatest act of love – defeating sin on the Cross – wasn’t a reaction to how good we 

are, but a mission to rescue people who’ve rebelled against him. 

 

Even in election, God’s love isn’t conditional on us. 

God’s love in election is conditional on his choice alone. 

Before the foundation of the world, he decided who he would show his great love to by 

choosing them to be adopted into his family. 
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As we’ve thought about God’s love over the last five weeks, I hope you’ve wised up to the 

fact that God’s love is complex. 

If you flatten God’s love out and don’t take into account all its complexity, then you end up 

tying yourself in knots. 

Because as we look at God’s relational love this morning, we’re going to see that his 

relational love is in some sense conditional on our obedience to him.  

 

Have a look with me at the book of Jude. 

It’s a tiny book at the end of the New Testament, slotted in just before the book of 

Revelation. 

In fact, it’s so small that it’s just one chapter. 

Jude is clearly writing to people who already know God. 

They’re people who are loved by God. 

Jude 1:1 (NIV11) 1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,  To those 

who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 

 

He’s writing to encourage the church not to follow after the false teachers who are 

disrupting the church by luring people into ungodly living. 

And so Jude warns that it’s important for them to keep themselves in God’s love. 

Jude 1:21 (NIV11) 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

There’s a very clear warning that they need to be careful not to leave God’s love. 

Be careful that you don’t go the way of some of the charlatans who are teaching false 

things. 

 

It’s not just Jude who says this sort of thing. 

Jesus says something very similar to his disciples in John 15. 

He tells also his disciples that they need to remain in his love. 

John 15:9 (NIV11) 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 

my love. 

Both Jude and Jesus highlight the need to stay in God’s love. 

Does that surprise you? 
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It seems clear that we’re meant to feel the weight of the warning to beware of the danger 

of not remaining in God’s love. 

The obvious question then, is that if we’re called to remain in God’s love then is there at 

least the possibility that we might not. 

To put it in the language that we’ve been talking about this morning, “Can I lose the love of 

God?” 

Or, to put it the way the question’s more classically been put:  “Can I lose my salvation?” 

 

That’s a cracker of a question, isn’t it? 

Christians have been grappling with that very thing for centuries. 

I’m not going to give a full defence of the perseverance of the saints this morning. 

One of the reasons for that is that the whole question is actually a red herring. 

 

I think that God’s actually given us a very simple and straightforward answer to that 

question. 

It’s just that the Bible never asks the question the way we do. 

And so it doesn’t answer it that way. 

You see the exact same thing in the warning passages in the letter to the Hebrews. 

 

“Can we lose our salvation?”  That’s our question. 

The Bible’s answer is:  *** Drum roll ***  Don’t. 

Some of you are going to respond by saying, “Yeah, yeah, but can I actually lose my 

salvation?” 

The Biblical answer, as far as I can tell, is:  don’t. 

That’s exactly how God’s chosen to answer that question and I take it that it’s the answer 

we need to hear. 

The Biblical emphasis isn’t on “can you?” but on warning us not to. 

 

The other reason it’s a red herring is that Jude isn’t talking about God’s salvific love anyway. 

He’s talking about relational love. 
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The best analogy is to think of a parent with a child. 

Most parents love their kids unconditionally – there’s really nothing that will stop a parent 

from loving a child. 

This might not happen to you, but there are times when my children act outside my love 

though. 

They have a tantrum; they kick and scream. 

It doesn’t change my unconditional love for them, but they’re not acting how I expect my 

kids to act. 

 

How do we remain in God’s love then? 

The answer that Jude gives is found in verses 20 & 21. 

In these verses there is one main command:  Keep yourself in God’s love. 

There are three supporting commands that go with that. 

Jude 1:20–21 (NIV11) 20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most 

holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait 

for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. 

 

Firstly, we keep ourselves in God’s love by grounding ourselves in the faith. 

We need to be firmly grounded in God’s love for us. 

That means encouraging each other with his promises from God’s word. 

Hearing the truths of salvation over and over again. 

 

We recently inspected a house up the road that was in a pretty sad state of repair. 

There’s a pool in the backyard that’s obviously not been in use for a very long time. 

And right next to the pool is this massive tree. 

The agent told us that it was once in a pot next to the pool but it wasn’t going to die just 

because it was neglected. 

It busted out of the pot and put its roots down into the pool, determined to get to the good 

source of water in the bottom of the pool. 

We need to put down deep roots in the faith. 

If you only know God lightly, then you won’t necessarily be fed and braced to stay in God’s 

love. 
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Secondly, by praying. 

Prayer helps us to recognise who God is and what he’s done. 

As we pray, the Holy Spirit helps us to pray God’s thoughts after him. 

Praying teaches us to depend on God himself, learning again and again that he’s in control 

and we’re not. 

And being bolstered in our faith as we see God’s love worked out in our lives and the lives of 

those around us. 

 

Finally, waiting for Jesus. 

Life isn’t just about here and now, it’s also about the hope we have for the future. 

When we look at life around us, it’s easy to become discouraged and disillusioned. 

We can start drifting away from Jesus as our own thoughts and struggles consume us. 

As Christians, we wait in hope until the Lord calls us home or he returns. 

That’s the day when we’ll fully experience the extent of God’s love. 

 

God’s love is so wonderful that you’d think you would never be tempted to leave it. 

Yet the Bible warns us that we need to remain in God’s love by deepening our faith. 

Obedience in His Love 

We need to press deeper into this truth that we need to remain in God’s love. 

Jesus himself adds an extra layer to it though that deserves its own point. 

Which brings us to our second point: remaining in God’s love looks like obedience. 

 

How does Jesus say that we’re to remain in his love? 

Let’s look again at John 15: 

John 15:9–10 (NIV11) 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain 

in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 

Jude’s answer is that we need to deepen our faith. 
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Jesus’ answer is that we remain in his love by keeping God’s commandments. 

 

We need to tread very carefully here. 

It’s almost unbelievable how many ways there are to get this wrong. 

You might be feeling like there’s something not quite right here. 

After all, aren’t we saved by grace? 

 

We need to be very careful that we don’t sound like we’re saying that to be saved, there is 

all this stuff that we need to do. 

It’s all about what you do, do, do. 

As long as you do these things and don’t do these other things, then you’ll make sure that 

you’re right with God. 

You know, “If I just do this hard enough, then everything will be okay.” 

 

That’s not what the Bible teaches us. 

It’s by grace that we’re saved. 

There is nothing we can do to make ourselves right with God. 

Because of his great love for people, he does it all. 

 

God’s love really is that big. 

The gospel really is that great. 

Grace really is a mind-blowing thing. 

I was talking to a number of church planters this week and a common thread they were 

talking about is just how difficult it is to understand grace. 

Many of them have been talking to people who are struggling with that fact – that it really 

could be that good 

Things that are that good usually come with a catch. 

 

However, there’s a big difference between gaining God’s love and remaining in his love. 

I’ll say it as clearly as I can:  we are justified by grace alone through faith alone. 

But what about once we’ve been saved? 
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When we’ve already been adopted into God’s family? 

 

Getting saved is one of the defining moments of our lives. 

Some people have the idea that they can become a Christian and they’ll just keep on doing 

whatever they want. 

Nothing needs to change. 

Jesus becomes like kind of tack-on to the rest of their life. 

That cheapens grace. 

 

Our new relationship with Jesus changes everything. 

I’ve had people say to me before, “I’m going to do this or that and if it’s sin then God will 

forgive.” 

The Russian Queen, Catherine the Great is famously meant to have said, 

“I shall be an autocrat, that’s my trade; and the good Lord will forgive me, 

that’s his.” 

It’s okay if I do the wrong thing because God will forgive me. 

Jesus isn’t just some fairy who comes along and cleans up our messes. 

If that’s how you think, then you don’t understand grace. 

As Paul says at the beginning of Romans 6: 

Romans 6:1–2 (NIV11) 1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 

grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we 

live in it any longer? 

 

Living enslaved to sin is a horrible, terrible way to live. 

Sure, our sin might make us feel good in the moment. 

After all, isn’t that precisely why we do it? 

It won’t make us happy in the long-term though. 

 

Sin makes all these promises to you, but it always fails to deliver. 

Sin is like the salesperson who offers you the world before you sign up for the deal. 

As soon at the ink is dry though, they don’t deliver the goods. 
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Sin is full of promises, “Next week, or the week after”. 

But later never actually comes. 

It leaves us broken empty and disappointed. 

 

That’s why it’s so great to be done with it. 

By God’s grace we’re freed from that. 

When we come into God’s family, we’ll want to stop sinning. 

Titus 2:11–12 (NIV11) 11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 

people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 

What is it that teaches us to say “No” to sin?  Nothing other than grace. 

 

How can we tell we have a relationship with the God of the universe? 

How can we know that we’ve received his salvation? 

We’ll be able to obey his commands. 

We’ll want to obey his commands. 

 

Being a Christian means much more than just saying that you are one. 

It also means living it. 

I’ve got a lot of passages here, but I think it’s helpful for us to hear them. 

John 14:15 (NIV11) 15 “If you love me, keep my commands.  

1 John 2:3–5a (NIV11) 3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his 

commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a 

liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is 

truly made complete in them. 

1 John 5:1–4a NIV11 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, 

and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that 

we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, 

this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 

for everyone born of God overcomes the world.  

 

I remember in the early days of our church, we had a question time and someone asked 

about something I’d said. 
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They asked how I could say that most people in our country aren’t Christians. 

To me it was self-evident, but it wasn’t to him. 

These passages tell us how we can know:  if someone isn’t living in obedience to God, then 

they don’t really love him. 

 

This shouldn’t actually surprise us because it’s the way God has worked throughout the 

Bible. 

God promises to show his love to those who obey him, Exodus 20:6 

Part of God’s wonderful love is that he radically changes us. 

He rewires and reprograms us so that in his power, we have the strength to leave all the 

muck and yuck behind. 

To use the language of the prophet Jeremiah, he gives us a new heart. 

 

Jesus warned his disciples about people who would use his name, but didn’t really know 

him. 

Matthew 7:21–23 (NIV11) 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 
23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

Do you really love God? 

Do you want to obey him? 

Or are you a follower of Christ in name only? 

 

How we respond to sin is a good diagnostic of whether we’re saved. 

Do you still love the things of the world? 

If you love the things of the world more than Jesus, it might be a sign that you haven’t really 

tasted of God’s grace. 

1 John 2:15 (NIV11) 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, love for the Father is not in them. 

 

If you’re a Christian, then this shouldn’t cause you to doubt. 

Quite the opposite – it should strengthen your faith. 
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If you truly love God, then you don’t need to doubt that God loves you. 

He loves and reveals himself to those who love him. 

John 14:21 (NIV11) 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who 

loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them 

and show myself to them.” 

This is so important that just two verses later, Jesus repeats himself again: 

John 14:23 (NIV11) 23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.  

 

We can’t just stop sinning on our own, but our obedience to God’s commands is the work of 

God in us. 

God welcomes us into a loving relationship with him where he loves us and we respond by 

following him. 

Like Jesus in His Love 

Finally, we might ask what following Jesus’ commands looks like. 

If we are remaining in God’s love, then we’re going to live like Jesus. 

1 John 2:5b-6 (NIV11) This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in 

him must live as Jesus did. 

That seems like quite a high calling. 

To live like Jesus means having the same mind as he did – putting others before ourselves. 

Faithfully living according to what God has said in his word. 

 

In John 15, Jesus tells us that if we do this, we’ll be imitating him. 

In his life, Jesus gave us a pattern of what this looks like. 

Jesus obeys his Father to remain in his Father’s love. 

We obey Jesus to remain in his love too. 

The only reason that we can love other people is because of the love that he’s shown to us. 

1 John 4:19 (NIV11) 19 We love because he first loved us. 

 

What we do matters. 
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God didn’t just save us to sit around in a holy huddle. 

Over the last few weeks in Sunday School, the kids have been learning about Ephesians 2:8-

10: 

Ephesians 2:8–10 (NIV11) 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 

can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

The answer not having good works that will make us righteous before a holy and just God is 

grace. 

The answer to doing genuinely good works is also grace. 

 

God has prepared grace-initiated, grace-induced works for us to walk in. 

That’s the outworking of his grace. 

I’m not sure that I have words to express just how good that is. 

Isn’t it amazing that God doesn’t just save us, but he also cleans us up. 

 

If the love of God is in us, our obedience might not be perfect. 

Actually, our obedience will never be perfect. 

But it will be very much real. 

Our relationship with God changes everything. 

Conclusion 

Over the last few weeks, we’ve been looking at God’s love. 

There’s so much to his love. 

As we continue to dwell on the love that God has shown to us, may we seek to respond by 

living grace-empowered lives, remaining in his love.

1 Justin Taylor, ‘Is God’s Love Unconditional?’, Justin Taylor (blog), accessed 21 October 2017, 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2009/02/20/is-gods-love-unconditional/. 
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Big Idea:  God’s love changes the way we live. 

Big Question:  Is God’s love unconditional? 

Discussion Question 

1. Think of some examples of how a relationship has changed the way you’ve acted? 

2. What do people usually mean when they say that God’s love is unconditional? 

3. Is God’s love unconditional? 

4. What are the three ways that Jude tells us to remain in God’s love? 

5. Why is grace so difficult to understand? 

6. Jesus says: “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love” (John 15:9).  Is Jesus 

saying that salvation is by works? 

7. Why is cheap grace destructive? 

8. Can you love God without following his commands? 

9. As Christians, do you think we should avoid good works? 


