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THE LESSON OF NEHEMIAH – HIS GRACE IS GREATER 
THAN MY SIN 

(Nehemiah  January 29, 2012) 
 

 
 
Tell me if this sounds at all familiar. 
 
You fall into some pattern of sin that crushes your soul. 
 
You cry out to God – Lord I can’t do it – but You can – help me. 
 
God sends the strength to battle this sin. 
 
You find yourself thanking God for this. 
 
But then you slacken off. You forget that you are in a life and death battle for your soul. 
 
And from seemingly nowhere – sin rises up to stab a dagger through your soul – and 
the cycle begins again.  
 
Even as a believer, even as one who is redeemed by Christ, there are weaknesses, 
sins, patterns that keep recurring in my life. 
 
And when they rise up, I vow – never again. But so many times they have wormed 
their way out again. 
 
What is the answer to this cycle of sin? 
 
Our answer is found in a wonderful little book that is often neglected by Christians – 
Nehemiah. 
 
If I asked you about the book of Nehemiah – some might say that it is the book about 
the walls of Jerusalem being rebuilt. Others might say it is a book about the leadership 
of Nehemiah. It is these things – but it is far more than that. 
 
The way our English Bibles are arranged, Nehemiah is grouped with all the other 
books of history near the middle of the Old Testament. 
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We forget that this book actually records the last biblical history of Israel before the 
coming of Christ. 
 
Chronologically Nehemiah and Malachi were actually the last books of the Old 
Testament to be written. 
 
They were written after Israel had returned from exile. They record the last events of 
the Old Testament. 
 
But because in our English Bibles Nehemiah is grouped with all the other books of 
history near the middle of the Old Testament, we forget that this book actually records 
the last biblical history of Israel before the coming of Christ. 
 
The way our Bible is put together is good – but it does have drawbacks. 
 
We grouped the books of the Old Testament – Pentateuch (five books), History (twelve 
books), Wisdom Literature (five books), Major Prophets (twelve books) and then Minor 
Prophets (five books). 
 
This has some advantages – but it can give a distorted picture of the whole storyline. 
 
There are several versions of the Bible published that put every passage in the Bible 
in order chronologically. 
 
In one sense, that is a great way to read the Bible. You get the story of the Bible in 
order. It gives you a sense of the way history flows. 
 
If you read one of these chronological Bibles from beginning to end – you would finish 
with Nehemiah and Malachi. 
 
And when you read the Old Testament as the history of God’s people – you see a 
repeating pattern that occurred over and over and over again. 
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• Disobedence 
• Despair 
• Deliverance 
• Declaration 
• Disinterest 
• Disobedience 

 

 
 
Again and again we find this pattern. 
 

• Disobedience – The people of God have not been faithful and they have 
wrought the consequences. They are suffering in their sin. 

• Despair – They reach the point where they are in despair – their sin is too 
much and they cry out to God for help. They can’t do anything in their own 
strength so they call to the Lord. 

• Deliverance – In His love and mercy God heeds their desperate cry and 
delivers His people. 

• Declaration – A grateful people pledge themselves to God. They promise 
that this time, unlike all the other times – this time they will be faithful to God. 

• Disinterest – The problem that forced them to cry out to God recedes. And 
the desire to serve God fades. They become disinterested in the things of 
God. 

• Finally, they are vulnerable to sin and they fall back into Disobedience. 
 
We see the seeds of this pattern in Genesis. 
 
We see the full pattern again and again in Exodus and Joshua. 
 
Then comes Judges. Cycle after cycle of sin and oppression. Cries for help. God 
raising up deliverers. The people consecrating themselves. The people forgetting and 
falling into sin. 
 
In fact in this book, the cycles of sin get so perverse that even the wicked are sickened. 
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Same story through Kings. Same story in the prophets. 
 
Same story in the exile. 
 
Remember the exile. Their sin led God to act and cart them into captivity. Then in the 
depths of despair they cry out to God. God has mercy and allows them to return. They 
consecrate themselves to God and His word. They promise to rebuild the Temple – 
but that soon wanes. Building their houses comes first. Stocking their larders comes 
first. And then all the sins that led to the exile start to creep back in. 
 
And it is at this point, at the end of the Old Testament after all of these cycles of sin 
we come to Nehemiah. 
 
The story of the Old Testament is this – in our own strength – we will ultimately fail. 
We need something more. 
 
Israel had every blessing. Given the land, the covenants, the Law, the priesthood, the 
prophets – if anyone could follow God – they should be able to. 
 
But right at the end of the Old Testament comes – Nehemiah. And what I want you to 
see is that after all these years – after the covenant with Abraham and the giving of 
the Law and the great Kings and the deliverance of God – the people still fail. 
Something more is needed. 
 
At the beginning of Nehemiah, the Jews are back in the land. God has miraculously 
delivered them from exile. This should be a great time. 
 
But, the nation is in ruins. Their sin laid them low. 
 
And we see this cycle of sin one last time. Have a look with me at Nehemiah. 
 

• Disobedience – Nehemiah 1:2-3: 
 
Nehemiah 1:2–3: 
 

Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked 
them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and 
concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province 
who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem 
is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” 
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Nehemiah is a man of some prominence. Cupbearer to the King of Persia. But he is a 
Jew in exile. Although he lives in Susa, his heart is 800 miles away in Jerusalem where 
his fellow Jews had begun to return ninety-three years earlier. 
 
Remember that due to sin, the Jews were exiled. But in His love and mercy God had 
promised that the exile would last seventy years and then He would restore His people. 
And God did this in an amazing way. 
 
Not only did He motivate a pagan King Cyrus to let the Jews return from exile – but 
God caused this King to dig into his own treasury to finance the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem. 
 
About 50,000 Jews returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua. But, 
once the foundation of the Temple was laid the Jews lost heart and work on the Temple 
stopped. Food was scarce and the settlers were constantly attacked by the 
surrounding nations. Things grumbled along until about fourteen years earlier when, 
Ezra the Scribe came and encouraged a brief revival among the people. But this was 
short lived. 
 
Nehemiah was concerned about Jerusalem. He might have been born many miles 
away – but he was a Jew and he desperately wanted to know what was happening in 
Jerusalem. After ninety-three years – what was going on? 
 
And finally news comes, but the news is not good. Things are not going well. The 
report that came to Nehemiah was this – The remnant there in the province who 
survived the captivity are in great trouble and shame, and the wall of Jerusalem is 
broken down and its gates are burned with fire. 
 
The people are not following the Lord and things are not going well. 
 

• Despair – Nehemiah 1:4-11. 
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When Nehemiah heard what was going on he sat down and wept for days. He fasted 
and he prayed. He called out to God. 
 
And what a prayer! He confesses the sin of the people. He acknowledges the 
greatness of God. He calls on the covenant and the faithfulness of God. He begs God 
to have mercy on Israel. And he asks God to work on the heart of the most powerful 
man in the world – the King of Persia. 
 
Nehemiah could have simply approached the King. After all, he had the ear of this 
powerful man. But he didn’t run and ask King Artaxerxes for help. He knew that the 
only hope for Israel was the Lord God. 
 
Another time I will work through this prayer. Now let me just read this wonderful 
supplication: 
 

And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer 
of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel 
your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned 
against you. Even I and my father’s house have sinned. We have acted very 
corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the 
rules that you commanded your servant Moses. Remember the word that you 
commanded your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you 
among the peoples, but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do 
them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will 
gather them and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name 
dwell there.’ They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed 
by your great power and by your strong hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to 
the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear 
your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the 
sight of this man.” (vv. 5-11) 

 
• Deliverance – Nehemiah chapters 2 to 6. 

 
God heard this heartfelt cry and God answered this prayer. 
 
In chapters 2 to 6 of Nehemiah you see how God delivered His people. 
 
This is an amazing section. Again I wish I had the time to unpack it all – but let me just 
note a few things. 
 
In chapter 1 verse 1 we find that the news from Jerusalem arrived in the month of 
Chislev. 
 
Chapter 2 opens in the month of Nisan. This is four months later! Nehemiah had been 
praying and trusting God for four months! 
 
Most of us would have taken matters into our own hands by now. 
 



 7 

Then in verses 2 and 3 we see that the strain of concern for Jerusalem had taken its 
toll and it showed on his face. And the King said – “What are you requesting?” 
 
Wow! Here is the most powerful man on the planet – and he asks – how can I help? 
 
What an answer to prayer! Just tell him – What do I want, just a few little things – I 
need to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the city of my fathers, I need letters for the 
governors so they will help, I need timber and materials, I need an army escort, and I 
obviously need time off from my job. 
 
But he didn’t just come straight out and ask. Look at verse 4. The King asked – what 
are you requesting? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
 
In the presence of the King, he stopped to pray. Seek God not man. Maybe he prayed 
something like this: 
 

Oh great God, if this is the answer to my prayers, grant that this human King might 
be moved to aid your people. 

 
And Nehemiah asked for help – a huge amount of help and the King said – fine. 
 
Why? Verse 8 – because the good hand of my God was on me. 
 
Then from 2:11 to 6:15 – Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem. Finds the place in a 
shambles and organises the Jews to rebuild the walls. And it is accomplished in the 
incredibly short timeframe of just 52 days! 
 
There are two things to note here. First, Nehemiah prayed and fasted for more than 
twice this length of time. 
 
It took longer in the praying and fasting than in the building. 
 
And then, when God acted, it all happened fast. Ninety-three years and no wall! Ninety-
three years and the only thing there is a foundation for the Temple. 
 
And then in 52 days – God uses Nehemiah to get the wall up. 
 
That is a miracle in itself, but the miracle is even bigger because it was not all smooth 
sailing.  
 
Look either side of this section of the walls being rebuilt. 
 
Chapter 2 verse 10 – Sanballat and Tobiah are not pleased. 
 
Sanballat is the governor of Samaria. 
 
Tobiah is an Ammonite official. 
 
Someone like Nehemiah with the backing of the King would be a threat to their power 
and influence in Judea. 
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And this opposition continues even after the wall is built. Look at Nehemiah 6:17-19: 
 

Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and 
Tobiah’s letters came to them. For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, 
because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah: and his son 
Jehohanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his 
wife. Also they spoke of his good deeds in my presence and reported my words 
to him. And Tobiah sent letters to make me afraid. 

 
There was opposition from beginning to end. And opposition from people in high 
places. 
 
This whole section is the deliverance of God despite escalating opposition. 
 
God acted in mighty ways despite the opposition of men. 
 
This opposition begins with mocking in 2:19 and 4:1-3. They wanted the Jews to lose 
heart and give up. 
 
Then in chapter 4 verse 8 they conspired to attack the Jews. But the plan was exposed. 
And then the work proceeded with the builders carrying a brick in one hand and a 
spear or sword in the other. 
 
And all throughout this section you get these little titbits of faith in God and prayer to 
God – God will give us success, God will fight for us. eg. 2:20, 4:4-6, 4:9, 4:14, 4:20. 
 
Nehemiah 4:14: 
 

And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the 
rest of the people, “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great 
and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your 
wives, and your homes.” 

 
But the trials weren’t done. 
 
In chapter 5 we find that the people are starving. It was hard enough just to eke out a 
living in this desolate land – but by giving their time to rebuilding – they could not 
provide for their families. 
 
They had mortgaged their properties to pay taxes. Things were so desperate that 
some had even sold their children to slavery and daughters into prostitution. 
 
And to top things off – those who were benefiting were wealthy Jews! Jews were 
profiting from other Jews! 
 
All of this meant that the rebuilding was about to grind to a halt. 
 
Nehemiah acted and told the rich to forgive the debts and to restore the lands. And 
the reason he gave is that they must walk in the fear of God (v. 9). 
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But still the opposition was not done. In chapter 6 Sanballat and Tobiah tried to lure 
Nehemiah away from the city, they tried to stop the work by slander – saying Nehemiah 
was planning to appoint himself King and revolt, and they tried to get Nehemiah to sin. 
 
But God was with Nehemiah and verse 15 of chapter 6: 
 

So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. 
 
In fifty-two days – amid severe opposition – the walls were rebuilt. 
 
How? Verse 16: 
 

When all our enemies heard of it, and all the nations surrounding us saw it, they 
lost their confidence; for they recognized that this work had been accomplished 
with the help of our God. 

 
Isn’t that great – God delivered His people despite the opposition – and all the 
surrounding nations lost heart. 
 
God had heard the cry of His people. God had delivered them. 
 
That brings us to the next part of the cycle 
 

• Declaration – chapter 7 through to chapter 13 verse3. 
 
When the people saw what God had done, their response to this incredible deliverance 
by God was to make a declaration of their commitment to the Lord. 
 
Again and again throughout the Old Testament we see this. A grateful people, a people 
blown away by the power and mercy of God, a people who want to be on God’s side 
– they weep over their sin, they pledge to live for God and they commit themselves 
anew to the Lord. 
 
And here it is the same. 
 
Chapter 7 – The Jews appoint the Levites and singers. They register all the people. 
 
And they sum it up in verse 73: 
 

So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, 
the temple servants, and all Israel, lived in their towns. And when the seventh 
month had come, the people of Israel were in their towns. 

 
God has delivered and things are looking good. 
 
Then comes chapter 8. A wonderful chapter of consecration to God. 
 
Verse 6: 
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Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground. 

 
We want to hear the word and obey it! 
 
Ezra read from the Law and they found out what they were supposed to be doing. And 
they discovered that right then, in the seventh month, they were supposed to live in 
booths for a week to remember how God had delivered them from Egypt. 
 
So the entire nation obeyed and listened to the Law day by day. 
 
Verse 18: 
 

And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the 
Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was 
a solemn assembly, according to the rule. 

 
Chapter 9. 
 
The whole nation fasts, mourns and confesses their sin. 
 
Verses 1-3: 
 

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled 
with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. And the Israelites 
separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins 
and the iniquities of their fathers. And they stood up in their place and read from 
the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day; for another 
quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the LORD their God. 

 
Sometime, read through this prayer in chapter 9. It relives the whole cycle of: 
 

• Disobedence 
• Despair 
• Deliverance 
• Declaration 
• Disinterest 
• Disobedience 

 
It looks at the cycle from creation, through Abraham, the Exodus, the forty years in the 
wilderness, entering the Promised Land, the time of the Kings on to the exile. 
 
It looks at the way God delivered and Israel slipped away into sin. 
 
And look how this prayer finishes. Verse 38: 
 

Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the sealed document 
are the names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests. 
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We know our history. We know how often we have failed. But not this time. We are 
promising in writing to obey God and to be committed to Him. And this document is 
signed by the leaders – the Levites and priests. We bind ourselves by it. 
 
Chapter 10 verses 28-29: 
 

The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, 
the temple servants, and all who have separated themselves from the peoples 
of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who 
have knowledge and understanding, join with their brothers, their nobles, and 
enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law that was given by Moses 
the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD 
our Lord and his rules and his statutes. 

 
We are serious about this. In writing – we are taking on ourselves a curse and an oath 
to walk in God’s law. 
 
Curses and oaths are serious stuff! 
 
And more than that. We know the areas we are weak in. We know where we have 
failed God before. So we are going to single out those areas – especially the areas of 
sex and money. 
 
10:30 We promise – No to intermarriage with foreigners – we will be 

pure. 
10:31 We promise – No to trading on the Sabbath – God before profit. 
10:32-36 We promise – Yes to tithing – God before profit. 
10:37-39 We promise – Yes to supporting Levites – God before profit. 
 
They singled out the areas they were weak in and promised with oaths and curses not 
to fail this time. 
 
Then in chapter 11, one tenth of the people are moved from the country into the city. 
 
In chapter 12, the Priests and Levites are appointed and put in place. 
 
And finally everything is ready for the great dedication ceremony. Chapter 12 verses 
27 to 43. 
 
There is a great spectacle. The people stand around the walls. The priests and Levites 
purify themselves. Hymns of thanksgiving are sung. Cymbals, harps and lyres. 
 
The leaders stand on top of the wall, the great choirs start to sing, the trumpets sound. 
And verse 43: 
 
Nehemiah 12:43: 
 

And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them 
rejoice with great joy; the women and children also rejoiced. And the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard far away. 
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We are purified. We are living for God. And our joy knows no bounds! 
 
And then they began to put the promises they had made into practice. 
 
12:44-47 They began to put aside a tithe for the Levites. 
 
13:1-3 They excluded from Israel all the foreigners. 
 
And you know what. It would have been great if the book had finished here. They were 
humbled. They had committed themselves to God. They were determined to keep the 
Law. They were rejoicing in God. 
 
What a great way to end the Old Testament. Finally – after centuries of failure – the 
people of God got right with God and lived holy consecrated lives. They finally learned 
their lesson and lived in obedience. 
 
But that is not what happened. 
 
Humanly speaking – if ever Israel was going to make it – it was now. They were in the 
land. They knew what they had to do. 
 
Remember chapter 8 – the Law is read and they cry Amen! – we will do this. 
 
Chapter 9 – Because our forefathers failed – we will put out pledge to keep the Law in 
writing. 
 
Chapter 10 – We make an oath and we promise curses on ourselves if we don’t keep 
the Law. 
 
If Israel were ever going to make it – it was now! 
 
Right there in the white spaces between Nehemiah 13:3 and 4 – Israel reverted back 
to spiritual disinterest. 
 
In verse 6 we read that after twelve years in Jerusalem, just twelve years – Nehemiah 
had returned to Susa. And now after a few years he came back to Jerusalem. 
 
But these were years without too much trouble. No one in despair and crying out to 
God because the Samaritans or the Ammonites were attacking. No one is starving. 
 
It is just in that time of comfort the spiritual zeal just leeched away. 
 
Nehemiah was away for a few years and what did he find on his return? A people 
keeping their oath-bound pledges to be faithful to God? 
 
No! 
 
Chapter 13:4-14. The Jews had said no to foreigners and yes to tithing. But now 

they had foreigners even in the Temple and were not tithing. 
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Verse 3 ends with – all foreigners out of Israel. Verse 4 opens with  the news that 
Tobiah – an Ammonite – the old enemy of Nehemiah had been given a room to use 
on the grounds of the Temple – the very room that had been used to collect the tithes. 
 
So Nehemiah arrives back and finds foreigners in Israel, foreigners in the Temple, no 
tithes being collected. This meant that the Levites had gone back to farming so they 
could live. 
 
Verses 15-22 The Jews had said no to Sabbath trading. But Nehemiah arrives 

to find trading on the Sabbath thriving. 
 
Verses 23-29 The Jews had said no to intermarriage with foreigners. But 

Nehemiah arrived and found that intermarriage was rife. Even 
the son of the high priest had married a foreigner. 

 
The Jews knew where they were weak. They had singled out these very areas. They 
had promised with oaths and curses not to sin in these areas. 
 
But a few short years in the comfort zone and all the old sins were in full swing. 
 
Nehemiah had given his life to these people. Throughout this book Nehemiah had 
used a key word – Remember. He had pleaded with Israel to remember the 
faithfulness of God and to remember the Word of God. 
 
Now in this chapter three times He pleads with God – Remember me. 
 
The book ends with these words: 
 
Nehemiah 13:31 
 

Remember me, O my God, for good. 
 
Oh God, your people have failed. They deserve nothing – I deserve nothing – but 
please – Remember me. 
 
Let me put this in perspective for you. 
 
At Nehemiah 13:3, Israel is in the land, she had the covenant and the Law. 
 
God had delivered her. Things were good. The enemies were at bay, the walls rebuilt. 
 
Israel had the whole history of the magnificent providence of God to look back on. 
 
She had priests and Levites. The surrounding nations were in awe of what God had 
done. 
 
They had purified themselves of the foreigners and consecrated themselves to the 
Law. They were rejoicing in serving God. 
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And yet – in a few short years Israel had chosen to sin in the face of the grace of God. 
 
They were as debauched as any time in their history. 
 
How could God love a people like this? 
 
What a bleak way to end the Old Testament. Israel in failure. They are haunting words: 
 

Remember me, O my God, for good. 
 
Consider that at this same time – the other book written to close out the Old Testament 
was Malachi. 
 
Let me remind you how Malachi ends. 
 
Malachi 3:1: 
 

Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 

 
Malachi 4:5-6: 
 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 
the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 
hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree 
of utter destruction.” 

 
Nehemiah ends with a cry to God – we have failed – please remember us. Malachi 
ends with hope. 
 

 
 
Nehemiah teaches us that the answer to sin is not in us but only in Jesus 
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He is coming. The One who will break the cycle so that the Lord will not come and 
smite the land with a curse. The One who will stop the curse Israel called down on 
herself coming to pass. 
 
So you have these twin voices that end the Old Testament. 
 
Nehemiah – God we need you. 
 
Malachi – God will send what you need. 
 
And then – 400 years of deafening silence. 
 
But after 400 years of silence. The words of Malachi are heard again. Mark 1:2: 
 

Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You,  
Who will prepare Your way. 

 
Who is this One? Who is the way prepared for? Matthew 1:21: 
 

His name shall be Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins. 
 
Israel did everything to stop the cycle and failed. The point is this – humanly speaking 
– no one can live holy. 
 
Abraham couldn’t, Moses couldn’t, David couldn’t. 
 
Israel had everything going for her – the Law, the covenants, the hand of God and still 
she repeatedly failed. 
 
We need something else. 
 
That something is Jesus. 
 
In Him – there is: 
 

Gift 
 
Grace 
 
Glory 

 
Nehemiah is like Paul in Romans 7:24–25: 
 

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
 

Only one place: 
 
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 
Through the gift of the Holy Spirit we have the power to overcome sin. 
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But, even on this side of the cross – we are not perfect. We go back to living in our 
own strength – we become complacent and disinterested – and fall into sin. 
 
And just as God did not reject Israel – so He does not reject us. 
 
He sends grace upon grace to wash us clean – again and again. When we confess 
our sin – He is faithful and just to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
And finally – in Christ – one day we will go to glory and be perfect – without sin – holy 
at last. 
 
So the lesson of Nehemiah is that in our own strength – no one can stand. 
 
If you want to deal with sin – if you want to have victory – if you want to break the cycle 
– you need Jesus. 
 
The whole Old Testament tells us that we can’t do it. Adam couldn’t, Abraham couldn’t, 
Moses couldn’t, David couldn’t – Israel couldn’t – we need Jesus. 
 
And even in Christ – we fail – O how I wish we didn’t – and we fail more often than we 
should because we don’t tap into the resources of Christ – but when we do fail – His 
grace is sufficient – His grace is greater than our sin. 
 
And finally He will finish the good work in us and we will be perfect. 
 
That is the lesson of Nehemiah. May it resonate in our hearts forever. 


