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Be Thou My Vision 
Jeremiah 8:4-9:26 

28 October 2018 | Grace Bible Church Holland Park | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  When we see God rightly, we’ll boast in him rather than ourselves. 

Big Question:  If we boast, what should we boast in? 

Prayer 

King of Heaven, you are the God who delights to speak to us, giving us light and life.  We 

ask that you would speak to us today through these ancient words.  Please give us a fresh 

vision of your glory as you work in us by your Spirit so that we might live more 

wholeheartedly for you.  In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Introduction 

We live in a #humblebrag world. 

I did a search of Twitter using the hashtag #humblebrag, and here are a few of the tweets I 

found. 

I promise you, I didn’t need to make any of these up. 

“Parent/Teacher conferences are pretty boring when your kids are “A” students 

#humblebrag”. 

“My new playlist is so good, I keep getting distracted at work.  #HumbleBrag”. 

“There was a #umn apple variety identification contest at my office today. I was 1 of 2 to 

identify 5/5. Not so #humblebrag”. 

The thing about the humblebrag, of course, is that it isn’t really all that humble at all. 

It’s just good, old-fashioned boasting made to sound a bit better by sticking “humble” in front. 

 

We boast because we want others to give us glory. 

We want people to think that we’re great. 

We want them to celebrate us and sing, “How Great I Art.” 

And so we’re masters a weaving our achievements into conversations, trying to make 

ourselves sound casually brilliant. 

 

We really don’t want to be humble unless everyone knows about it. 

I’m hoping this tweet was meant to be ironic, because I think @poopgangstah is onto 

something. 
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“The worst thing about being as humble as me is that no one ever recognizes how humble I 

am and it makes it real difficult to continue being so humble.  Like, hello!?  I’m being humble 

over here.  #humblebrag.” 

 

Have you noticed that boasting is almost always selfish and self-centred? 

It’s not often that we boast about other people. 

And if we do, it’s because we want everyone else to associate their success with us. 

Look at me!  Think more highly of me because I’m connected to them. 

Parents, that’s why we boast about our kids – we want their success to reflect off us. 

 

And we almost always boast about things that are meaningless and trivial. 

We don’t usually boast about things that are really important. 

Just look at that sample of tweets! 

You can almost guarantee that you won’t find someone who’s done something truly great – 

like curing cancer or brokering world peace – doing a humblebrag on Twitter. 

If you’re actually good at something that’s important, then other people will usually recognise 

it without needing to boast about it. 

If you’re a very clever person or a great sportsperson or very successful in business, you 

don’t need to sell yourself and let others know about it. 

 

We don’t want to hear other people boasting, but we all want to do it – even if it’s just in our 

own heads. 

So, if you’re going to boast, then it makes sense to at least boast in something that’s worth 

boasting in. 

Don’t boast about trivial, meaningless, self-centred things. 

Especially as Christians, because as Christians we know someone who’s worth boasting in. 

We know the Lord who is worthy of us boasting about. 

 

We’re continuing with our miniseries, looking at songs and psalms and hymns. 

Three pastors from the churches in our network are rotating around the churches sharing 

from a favourite song. 

Letting the Word of God dwell in us richly, as we teach and admonish each other with 

Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, as Colossians 3:16 tells us. 

 

This morning, we’re looking at the hymn ‘Be Thou My Vision’. 
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It’s a prayer that we’d put God at the centre of our thinking because he’s worth boasting 

about. 

God has a better vision for our lives than trivial and meaningless non-achievements we want 

to boast in. 

It’s a vision that looks beyond the borders of our mirror to boast in the greatness of someone 

other than ourselves. 

 

As I was in the shower this morning, I did think about changing my summary or big idea to 

“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in him. 

But I thought I could do better than that. 

No, not really.  As you’ll see, that’s dripping with irony. 

The big idea for this morning is when we see God rightly, we’ll boast in him rather than 

ourselves. 

 

There are two points: 

 How can you boast? 

 Value God most 

How can you boast? 

We’re going to be looking at a section in the book of Jeremiah this morning. 

In the ‘70s, Three Dog Night told us that Jeremiah was bullfrog. 

Jeremiah’s also the name of one of the big, intimidating, major prophetic books of the Old 

Testament. 

About 700 years before Jesus, Jeremiah was a prophet to the Sourthern Kingdom of Judah. 

A bloke named Baruch copied down everything that Jeremiah said and recorded it for us.1 

 

When we dip our toes into a book like Jeremiah, my working assumption is that most of us 

probably aren’t all that familiar with it, so it really helps to have some context. 

The people of Judah thought they were sitting pretty sweet, but far from being safe, they 

were actually in a bad way. 

They were a train wreck waiting to happen, but they couldn’t see it. 

Running straight towards destruction and they didn’t even realise the danger they were in. 

Jeremiahs’ job was to warn them by preaching God’s justice and judgment. 

He’s often called the ‘weeping prophet’ because even as he preaches to God’s people – 

calling them to repent and turn from their sin – he knows they won’t do it.2 

 



~ 4 ~ 

The problem was that the people of Judah thought they were it and a bit. 

God’s people had lost sight of the Lord and were full of boasting about themselves. 

His word to them is summed up in this pithy little proverb in 9:23-24. 

Have a look again at verse 23: 

Jeremiah 9:23 (ESV)  23 Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his 

wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his 

riches, 

 

Although they’re in a different order, these three things they were boasting in – wisdom, 

strength and riches – are all unpacked earlier in the book, especially in chapter 8. 

 

The first boast was their great wisdom. 

They thought that they were so smart, just because they had the word of God.  

God had spoken to them and told them how to live and what he requires of them, 8:7. 

Sadly, rather than making them wise, they became puffed up on their own arrogance. 

 

Through Jeremiah, God says, “You.  Are.  Kidding.  Me?” 

How they can possibly think they’re wise when they’re doing the complete opposite of what 

he’s said? 

It’s one thing to have God’s Word, but to be wise you’ve actually got to use it. 

The Scribes – the keepers of the Law – are teaching lies rather than correctly handling the 

Word of Truth. 

Verse 8: 

Jeremiah 8:8 (ESV)  8 “How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law of the LORD is 

with us’? But behold, the lying pen of the scribes has made it into a lie. 

 

You can’t be truly wise unless you know the God of wisdom. 

Solomon was probably the wisest person who’s ever lived, but his wisdom didn’t come from 

himself, but from God. 

Proverbs tells us: 

Proverbs 1:7 (ESV)  7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools 

despise wisdom and instruction. 

The people of God were really being fools. 

When we start boasting about our wisdom, we start putting ourselves above what God has 

said. 
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Trusting in their own wisdom only led them away from God. 

They were too clever by half. 

 

Boasting about how clever we are is as natural to us as breathing. 

Our schooling system is geared towards celebrating how smart we are. 

But when I was at Bible College, our principal wouldn’t let us share our results with each 

other to stop us from comparing and boasting. 

To this day, I have no idea whether my classmates just passed or whether they got high 

distinctions. 

 

Bruce used to say, “If you get a good mark, don’t worry.  It’s not your fault.” 

That’s the very opposite of what we usually say, isn’t it? 

If we do well, we believe that it’s because we’re good. 

Now, it’s true that how well we do has something to do with how much effort we put in.  I get 

that. 

However, Bruce was reminding us that it’s also true that we’re far too quick to claim credit for 

the smarts that God’s given us. 

We have no right to claim the glory for the intelligence he’s blessed us with. 

 

Secondly, they were boasting about how wealthy they were. 

Driven by greed, they wanted to boast about their riches. 

Even the prophets and the priests were in on the act. 

People were hurt and broken, but the people who should’ve cared most didn’t give two 

hoots.3 

They were far more concerned about their meal ticket than they were about truth. 

 

And so, they told people exactly what they want to hear, even though it wasn’t true. 

Their favourite line is “It’s all good!” even when things were far from good. 

Have a look at the second half of verse 10: 

Jeremiah 8:10b–11 (ESV)  because from the least to the greatest everyone is greedy 

for unjust gain; from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely. 11 They have healed 

the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace. 

They should be embarrassed by what they’re doing, but they don’t even blush, verse 12. 

They have no shame. 
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In the Ancient World, how rich you were was determined by how much the land produced. 

God would take away their food supply and then they’d find out how little they have to boast 

in. 

He’s the one who sends the rain to make things grow.4 

The Lord gives and the Lord can take away. 

If he holds back the rain, there’ll be no more grapes or figs. 

Will they still boast in their riches then? 

 

Finally, they were boasting in their own strength. 

“We’re so strong,” they said. 

“We have Zion.  We’ve got God’s king to protect us. 

“When trouble comes, we’ll run for our fortified cities and trust in the walls we’ve built to 

protect us.” 

 

I don’t know how many of you can remember back this far, but they were a bit like Boris in 

the Bond movie, GoldenEye. 

He thought he was unbeatable. 

He famously calls out, “I am invincible,” just before the baddies’ lair explodes around him. 

That’s exactly what’s about to happen to happen to God’s people,  even though they don’t 

know it. 

 

They’re about to find out that they’re not that strong without the Lord because disaster is on 

their doorstep. 

The city of Dan (not to be confused with the tribe) is in the very north of Israel. 

The people in Dan could just about hear the horses coming, verse 16. 

God has unleashed the lion.5   

The army from Babylon is coming from the north to bring God’s judgement. 

 

Jerusalem will be reduced to a pile of stones, 9:11. 

Bring out the mourners, because their services are going to be needed like never before. 

And the grim reaper is coming for them. 

Death will climb in their windows. 

Listen to the bleak description in 9:22: 
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Jeremiah 9:22 (ESV)  22 Speak: “Thus declares the LORD, ‘The dead bodies of men 

shall fall like dung upon the open field, like sheaves after the reaper, and none shall 

gather them.’” 

 

The horrible reality of this situation caused Jeremiah to well up with tears at the beginning of 

chapter 9. 

God’s people are trapped in their own lies. 

That’s the problem with lies. 

If you keep repeating them, you start to believe your own propaganda. 

 

Some might wonder if this was happening because God had abandoned them. 

Has God given up on them?  Is that the problem? 

Nah, mate.  It’s that they’d abandoned him to serve other gods, 5:18. 

They provoked him to anger with their idolatry – wandering into the temple to worship God 

and going straight the door to serve the Baals. 

We wouldn’t do something as perversely contradictory as that, would we? 

 

As we hear their story, we think, “How crazy it is that God’s people would do this?” 

He'd given them wisdom – his law and wise kings to rule over them. 

He'd given them security – protection them from their enemies 

He'd given them wealth – a fruitful place to live. 

Why didn’t they just follow him? 

 

But are we really any different? 

We all want to boast and take the glory for ourselves that belongs to God. 

Sure, we might not do it all the time. 

And those of us who’ve been dragged up proper might not do it out aloud most of the time, 

but we want to. 

 

Everything in our society is geared towards valuing the clever, the strong and the rich. 

How wise we are. 

How strong we are. 

How much money we have. 

These are the things people think are important. 
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But what do you boast in? 

What do you think it means to be successful? 

What do you think it means for you to be successful? 

Perhaps an even better question is, “What do you want for your kids”? 

That’s what you think is important. 

 

Is it to achieve at study? 

A high GPA.  How many As.  Getting the lowest OP. 

Is it to be the best sportsperson? 

Do you boast in being the best person on the sports field, even if you’re playing in k division? 

Is it to be able to make enough money that you’re able to retire early and live a very 

comfortable life?  

 

Yet God says not to boast in these things. 

We gloat and boast in our own achievements and take the glory from God. 

Yet all these things come from God. 

To boast in these fleeting non-achievements is sin. 

See the sin in your life for what it is and turn from it. 

 

It’s important to see that God doesn’t say that you can’t be these things. 

The Lord doesn’t say, “Don’t be rich, don’t be strong, don’t be wise.” 

But don’t boast in them. 

Don’t give them your greatest honour. 

Don’t give them supreme value in your life. 

You’re selling yourself short. 

 

That’s easier said than done. 

Let me show you how deep this runs. 

Usually, I write a sermon and about fifty people get to hear it. 

Because we’re doing this preaching rotation, this one’s going to be used four times – a 

couple of hundred people will hear it. 
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I was very aware that this was an opportunity for this sermon to have a bigger than usual 

impact. 

One of the great things about getting to preach each week is that you don’t just get to boast 

about Jesus to a few people, but to a whole group of people each and every week. 

How good’s that? 

Even more than normal, I wanted this one to count and be a good one. 

One of those knock-it-out-of-the-stadium, cut-you-to-the-heart sermons. 

 

And this time I could choose any hymn or song that I liked – not just preaching the next 

chapter of the Bible. 

So I chose one of my favourites – a song that stirs my soul, that I’m passionate about. 

Occasionally, a sermon just flows and almost writes itself. 

This should’ve been one of those. 

Instead, this was one of the hardest sermons I’ve written in ages.  

It was just plain hard yakka. 

 

The good thing about a hard sermon is that it makes you pray more and assess your own 

heart. 

And as I prayed and considered my motives, I realised that God was humbling me. 

I discovered a much darker motive in my heart. 

I don’t actually boast about myself out loud all that often – I have much more subtle, 

sophisticated ways of boasting. 

One of those is wanting other people to boast for me and about me. 

 

Usually, I’m preaching to people I know and who get to hear me each week. 

They usually get to hear me preach warts and all – an average sermon most weeks, and 

occasionally a great one or a rubbish one. 

But I’ve been gone five years and many of you have never heard me preach before. 

 

I realised that the real reason I wanted this one to be a great sermon wasn’t because of how 

many people it would impact. 

This is my chance to impress you so that you’d boast about me. 

I wanted you to say over morning tea, “Did you hear Ben’s sermon, it was a bit of alright, 

wasn’t it?  What a great preacher he is!” 
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Can you believe it?  In this sermon of all sermons? 

This sermon that’s all about not boasting in ourselves. 

You fool, Ben. 

How can you preach God’s word and hope that people will boast in yourself? 

 

And here’s the really scary part. 

Having confessed my sin and put myself out there, there’s part of me that still wants you to 

boast in me for doing it. 

As Jeremiah says: 

Jeremiah 17:9 (ESV)  9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; 

who can understand it? 

 

How can we boast in ourselves?  And yet we all want to. 

Value God most 

God has very a different measure of success and value – not in wisdom, riches or power. 

In contrast to the people of Judah, God’s interested in things that last and matter. 

The kind of things that we all say that we want, but in reality the kind of things that we don’t 

actually put at the top of our list. 

 

The antidote to our own destructive boasting is to look at the Lord and what he’s like. 

Look again at our summary verse in chapter 9: 

Jeremiah 9:24 (ESV)  24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and 

knows me, 

If we know the Lord and have a relationship with him, then we’ll boast about him because 

he’s worth boasting in. 

 

And we see why in the second part of verse 24. 

Jeremiah compares the boasting of Judah with God himself. 

God’s not concerned about things that don’t last, like they were. 

He exercises kindness, justice and righteousness. 

They’re the things that he cares about. 

They’re the things that really matter and really last. 
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Jeremiah 9:24b (ESV)  that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and 

righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”  

 

That couldn’t be further from where God’s people are at. 

They boasted in themselves, which led them to them losing sight of God. 

Losing sight of God led to moral decay. 

They lie to each other, 9:8. 

Of course, they’re two-faced – nice as pie to each other, but in their hearts they hate each 

other. 

And they hurt each other and worship other gods: 

Jeremiah 7:9–11 (ESV)  9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, 

make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then 

come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We 

are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 11 Has this house, which 

is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have 

seen it, declares the LORD. 

 

What’s the response that you’d expect when God’s people have their sin pointed out to 

them? 

You’d expect them to think, “Yep, we’ve been stupid.  We want to repent and turn back to 

you .” 

If you flip back to 8, you’ll see that’s exactly what God says. 

Verse 4 – when you fall down, you get up. 

When you turn the wrong way, you retrace your steps back to where you came from. 

But God’s people didn’t come back to God. 

They don’t look at their sin and turn back to God. 

 

They are so committed to forging their own path, doing things their own way. 

It’s not uncommon for people to define sin with a list of sins. 

But sin is an attitude, an attitude of rejecting God. 

Sin describes our deep desire to reject God and do things our own way. 

Verse six is worth hearing. 

Jeremiah 8:6 (ESV)  6 I have paid attention and listened, but they have not spoken 

rightly; no man relents of his evil, saying, ‘What have I done?’ Everyone turns to his 

own course, like a horse plunging headlong into battle. 

They’re like an animal that charges on into a dangerous situation without caring about the 

risk. 
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All they have to do is turn back to the Lord and everything will be alright: 

Jeremiah 7:3 (ESV) 3 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your 

ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. 

They don’t change, they won’t change, because they can’t change. 

There were a whole heap of things they were trusting in:  they had the Land, God’s law, Zion 

(the city of God), the temple. 

God was living with them and ruling over them through his king. 

You could say they had every advantage, as Paul does in Romans 3.6 

 

They were God’s people, after all, and they had the sign of circumcision to prove it. 

Circumcision was part of the Old Covenant – the agreement between God and the people of 

Israel. 

It was the sign that God was their God and they would be his people. 

 

But cutting some flesh off all the boys isn’t enough. 

Other nations were circumcised too.  We don’t know why.  Perhaps they decided to try and 

jump on the bandwagon at some point. 

Circumcision wasn’t enough to protect Judah any more the other nations. 

Have a look at chapter 9 verses 25 & 26: 

Jeremiah 9:25–26 (ESV)  25 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when 

I will punish all those who are circumcised merely in the flesh— 26 Egypt, Judah, 

Edom, the sons of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in the desert who cut the 

corners of their hair, for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of 

Israel are uncircumcised in heart.” 

Can you imagine how scandalous it must’ve sounded to hear themselves mentioned in the 

same breath as these other nations? 

 

They might have the right outward sign, but they’ve still got a problem deep within. 

Their ears are uncircumcised, so that they won’t listen to God, 6:10. 

And their hearts were uncircumcised.7 

The reason that they won’t turn back to God is because they won’t listen and don’t believe in 

doing what God says. 

 

When Jeremiah talks about the heart here, he doesn’t mean that they just need to get their 

emotions sorted out. 
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That’s what most of us probably think of when we think about the heart. 

Ancient Hebrews thought of their hearts more like we think of our brains – as the control 

centre of our bodies. 

He’s saying that they need a new firmware upgrade and a reboot. 

 

This is a deep problem that goes to the very heart – excuse the pun – of who we are. 

A problem that’s too big and too deep for us to fix ourselves. 

There’s nothing that we can do to dig ourselves out of this mess. 

If it’s up to us, we have no hope. 

 

We need God to do something radical for us. 

We need God to circumcise our hearts for us. 

Which is exactly what he promised to do, even centuries before the time of Jeremiah. 

Deuteronomy 30:6 (ESV)  6 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and 

the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

God’s promise is to change us from the inside. 

 

He initiated a New Covenant where he doesn’t just give us his instructions, he writes them 

on our heart. 

Jeremiah didn’t just have to preach judgement. 

He got to deliver this hope later in the book as he looked towards the future. 

Jeremiah 31:33–34 (ESV)  33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no 

longer shall each one teach his neighbour and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the 

LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

 

And that’s exactly what God’s done. 

Those days that Jeremiah looked forward to have come. 

God sent his son Jesus so that our sins can be forgiven and wiped away forever. 

If we trust in Jesus, he will give us a fresh start, a new beginning. 

He will write his law on our hearts so that we can start following him wholeheartedly. 

This is the good news that we call the gospel. 
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And it’s the reason we’re here today. 

We don’t come to church because we’re people who are good enough for God. 

Or because we had a particular upbringing – many of us didn’t have Christian parents at all. 

Or clever enough – or ignorant enough – to delude ourselves that this particular brand of 

religion happens to work for us. 

You don’t have to get a special invitation or know the right handshake to join this club. 

 

This good news is for everyone – from the least to the greatest. 

As the Lord said through Jeremiah, “they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest[.]” 

I don’t need to know you – your current circumstances or past, the skeletons in your closet – 

to be able to say with full confidence that if you trust Jesus’ death and resurrection, then he 

will forgive your sins and give you a new heart. 

 

In the first chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians – which we find in the New 

Testament – the Corinthians were confused. 

They had very persuasive teachers who came along and caused division. 

The Corinthians broke up into different factions according to who they thought was the most 

impressive. 

They were boasting about following the wisest, most influential speakers with the best 

pedigree. 

 

But Paul points out that not many of them were wise, not many of them were influential, not 

many came from rich, noble families. 

God didn’t save them on the basis of these credentials. 

God saves us by grace. 

In fact, God has very deliberately used the cross – a symbol of shame and weakness – to 

bring about the most powerful, most glorious victory over sin. 

God’s great wisdom is shown through apparent foolishness. 

 

Why? 

So that we can’t boast in ourselves. 

So that we can’t steal the glory he deserves for doing what we couldn’t do for ourselves. 

Our greatest wisdom isn’t enough. 
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Our strength isn’t enough. 

Our riches aren’t enough. 

But his plan was. 

 

When our vision is of what God has done in Jesus, we see that he offers us an inheritance 

that’s richer than anything we could ever earn. 

Jesus’ power was shown through dying on the cross. 

And that’s worth bosting in. 

Which is why Paul ends in 1 Corinthians 1:31 by quoting Jeremiah 9:24: 

1 Corinthians 1:31 (ESV)  31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 

the Lord.” 

If we’re going to boast, we boast in what Jesus has done. 

 

What are you boasting in? 

What give you joy, hope, peace? 

Do you go to bed at night and sleep soundly through, satisfied with your own achievements? 

Being a Christian isn’t about being a “good person”, it’s about giving glory to the one who 

gives us that joy, hope and peace that we all yearn for when we value him most. 

Conclusion 

At this point, you’re probably thinking, “What could this passage from Jeremiah possibly 

have to do with the hymn Be Thou My Vision?” 

 

It’s based off a poem that from our best guess was written a bloke named St Dallan 

Forchella in the eight century. 

So unlike Irish-themed pubs – which have gone out of fashion – these words have stood the 

test of time. 

For over 1100 years though, it was only written in Old Irish. 

It wasn’t until a little over 100 years ago that it was translated into English and turned into a 

song with stanzas and rhyme. 

At the same time, a traditional Irish melody was published and the hymn was paired with it to 

give us the hymn we’re familiar with today. 

 

Long before St Patrick’s day was all about leprechauns and drinking Guinness, it celebrated 

the life of a great missionary. 
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In the fifth century there was a young man named Patrick living in a village in Scotland. 

One day around AD430, a fleet of 50 longboats full of Irish warriors attacked and destroyed 

his village. 

Patrick was carried off and sold as a slave forced to look after his master’s pigs. 

It was during those dark days that he turned to God. 

He eventually fled, running 200 miles before catching a boat to France. 

 

When he was about 30, he returned to Ireland with the gospel. 

He brought knowledge of a power stronger than anything the druids knew. 

On the night of Easter, anyone who lit a fire before the king would be put to death. 

On the hill of Slane, Patrick lit a fire in defiance of the king. 

 

The king ordered chariots to go and arrest him. 

There was a stand-off between Patrick and the druids like thee was between Elijah and the 

prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18. 

Ultimately, the king became a believer and Patrick worked on other kings too, so that the 

gospel spread throughout most of Ireland. 

And apparently St Patrick drove out all the snakes too. 

But I think that’s a furphy. 

 

Most of us are familiar with the first and last verses of the hymn. 

You can see how they reflect Patrick’s experiences and are a challenge to pagan kings. 

Verse 1 starts by asking that the Lord would be his source of light. 

The last verse talks of the hope of heaven and the king of heaven who is the only true king. 

I can see why this hymn is thought to be a reflection on Patrick’s life. 

 

But I also think there’s more going on. 

Have a look at the first line of the middle three verses though. 

Many versions of the hymn – including the one that we usually use – leave out the middle 

verse. 

But I’m convinced that the middle verse should be in there because look at this: 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word… That’s wisdom. 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight… That’s strength. 



~ 17 ~ 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise… That’s riches. 

Does that sound familiar now? 

 

When I first chose this hymn, I thought it was going to be a sermon all about vision. 

I had lots of ideas and you might get to hear them sometime later. 

But this is a prayer, asking that our vision would be the Lord. 

Without him being our vision, we’re going to boast in ourselves. 

We’re going to rely on our own wisdom, strength and riches. 

 

What’s our response to a passage like this? 

It’s that we desperately need Jesus to be our boast. 

That we wouldn’t be distracted be looking to ourselves and our achievements. 

That we would recognise him for who he is. 

 

That we would boast in the riches he gives us in Christ. 

That we would glory in the wisdom of Christ. 

And that we would trust in the power of Christ. 

Boasting in God himself, that he would be our vision. 

 

This song is a prayer, so let’s close by singing together in response to what we’ve heard.

1 Jeremiah 36:4 
2 Jeremiah 9:1 
3 Jeremiah 6:13 
4 Jeremiah 5:24 
5 Jeremiah 4:7 
6 Romans 3:1 
7 Also Jeremiah 4:4 

                                                



 

Be Thou My Vision 
Jeremiah 8:4-9:26 

28 October 2018 | Grace Bible Church Holland Park | Ben Shannon 

Big Idea:  When we see God rightly, we’ll boast in him rather than ourselves. 

Big Question:  If we boast, what should we boast in? 

Discussion Questions 

1. Do you think it’s okay to have a humblebrag?  Why/why not? 

2. Do you think you’re someone who boasts?  What do you boast in?  What would you like 

to boast in? 

3. What was wrong with the people of Judah boasting in their wisdom? 

4. What did boasting in their riches cause them to do? 

5. Was boasting in their strength effective? 

6. How would you describe the “successful life”? 

7. What is it about God that makes him worth boasting in? 

8. Is the Cross something worth boasting in? 

9. Unlike many other hymns, Be Thou My Vision is almost always sung to a variation of the 

same tune.  What “mood” do you think the tune should have?  eg. Bold, contemplative, 

triumphant, meditative. 

 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me save that thou art 

Thou my best thought in the day and the night 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light 

2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 

Thou my great Father, and I thy true Son 

Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one 

3. Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight 

Be thou my armour and be thou my might 

Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tow’r 

Raise thou me heavenward, O pow’r of my pow’r 

4. Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise 

Thou my inheritance through all my days 

Thou, and thou only, the first in my heart 

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art 

5. High King of heaven, when the battle is done 

Grant heaven’s joy to me, O bright heav’n’s sun 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, O ruler of all 


