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TRUE GREATNESS 
(Daniel 4:1-37 Sept 18, 2005) 

 
Who is the greatest person alive today? 
 

Bush, Gates, Tiger Woods, Pope Benedict, the Dali Lama? 
 
The answer to this question depends on how you define greatness. 
 
If you define true greatness in terms of wealth or power or influence or how history will 
remember you – then these are the type of names you will come up with. 
 
But while men may measure greatness in these terms – true greatness – the greatness 
that God bestows – is something quite different. 
 
In Matthew 20:25-27 Jesus said this: 
 

You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men 
exercise authority over them. It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes 
to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you shall be your slave. 

 
When Jesus revealed His beatitudes – He said that the place of greatness in the 
kingdom belonged to the poor in spirit, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
the pure in heart and the persecuted. 
 
In Proverbs 3:13-14 we find the value of this greatness: 
 

How blessed is the man who finds wisdom  
And the man who gains understanding. 
For her profit is better than the profit of silver  
And her gain better than fine gold. 

 
God’s wisdom and understanding are greatness not silver and gold. 
 
So how would I define true greatness? I would define it like this: 
 

True greatness is achieved when one knows the true glory of God, the true 
wretchedness of man and the infinite mercy of our great God to save wretched 
men like us. 

 
With a definition of true greatness like this – I don’t know who the greatest person alive 
today is. Almost certainly it is someone you and I have never heard of. 
 
When the dust of eternity settles – then we will find the great men and women of our 
age. 
 
The mother raising her children in the faith – pleading daily for their salvation. 
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The high-flying adulterer – who comes to faith – and is stricken by his sin and the 
grace of God towards him. 
 
The missionary struggling for years on a barren missionfield. 
 
But the truth is that if we could show most men and women this vision of greatness – 
they would cry in horror. Give me Tiger Woods and Bill Gates any day over some 
struggling missionary. 
 
But this is where our whole worldview needs a radical transformation. 
 
Just listen to these words from Psalm 84:10: 
 

For a day in Your courts [O Lord] is better than a thousand outside.  
I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God  
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

 
The truth is that to be the least in the kingdom of God is infinitely better than to be the 
greatest person according to the wisdom of this world. 
 
Having a toenail in God’s kingdom is infinitely better than being top of the kingdom of 
this world. 
 
When you know God – He satisfies more than any amount of wine, women and song. 
When death approaches – you don’t live in fear but in expectation. And when you enter 
eternity – your reward is heaven not hell. 
 
God created us to find satisfaction in Him – not in ourselves. 
 
Our needs are met when we rejoice in His greatness – not seek greatness for 
ourselves. 
 
When we seek greatness for ourselves or seek satisfaction in the great things of this 
world – God calls it sin and treachery. And He will not tolerate it. He will not share His 
glory with another. 
 
God created us to seek His glory. And this is a lesson that God never ceases to declare 
to His people. 
 
It was the heart of Adam’s sin. It is the heart of all sin. 
 
God continually tells His people – don’t seek greatness for yourself. One year after 
Nebuchadnezzar took Daniel into captivity, the prophet Jeremiah had a message from 
God for the king of Judah – Jehoiakim. And that message was this: 
 

Thus says the Lord, “Behold, what I have built I am about to tear down, and 
what I have planted I am about to uproot, that is, the whole land. But you, are 
you seeking great things for yourself? Do not seek them; for behold, I am 
going to bring disaster on all flesh.” Jeremiah 45:4-5. 
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The king of Judah – the head of the people of Israel was seeking great things for 
himself. Instead of seeking to exalt the name of God among the nations – this foolish 
king was seeking to exalt himself. It led to the ruin of a nation. 
 
Not only is it a vain and empty quest – but it is blasphemy. God will not tolerate it. God 
destroyed Jerusalem for this sin. 
 
But, this is not just a message for Israel. It is a message for all people of all times. 
Thirty years after Jeremiah warned Jehoiakim – God taught this very same lesson to 
the pagan King – Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
In chapter 1 of Daniel we saw Nebuchadnezzar overwhelm Jerusalem and take the 
gold and silver vessels from the Temple. 
 
In his mind this showed the superiority of his gods over the God of Israel. This King 
had a lesson coming. 
 
In chapter 2 – Nebuchadnezzar has a dream – in the dream the King saw a huge 
statue of a man – the head was of gold, the arms and chest of silver, the abdomen 
and things of bronze and its legs were iron. 
 
Daniel gave him the interpretation of the dream. Nebuchadnezzar was the head of 
gold – then the other parts of the statue represented other kingdoms that came after 
him. 
 
God controls the future – not Nebuchadnezzar. God shows His power by revealing the 
dream and the interpretation – but the king still doesn’t get the point. 
 
He realised the power of God. In Daniel 2:47 he cried: 
 

Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings. 
 
While Nebuchadnezzar thought this was a great compliment. In fact it is blasphemy! 
 
This king had to learn that Yahweh is the one true God. 
 

He alone is God 
 
He alone is worshipped 
 
He alone is sovereign 

 
There are no other Gods. He is not one god among many gods. He is not the great 
god among many lesser gods. He is the only God. There is no other god but Him. 
 
Then in chapter 3 we see that Nebuchadnezzar still doesn’t get it. 
 
He thinks he can win the favour of Yahweh and all the gods and that the dream won’t 
come to pass and his kingdom won’t be overthrown – that it will be the one to last. 
 



 4 

Nebuchadnezzar builds a statue and instead of just the head being gold – the whole 
thing is gold. 
 
He doesn’t want his kingdom to end. He doesn’t want his kingdom to be replaced by 
the inferior kingdom of silver. 
 
But God shows that He alone sets the course of history and He alone is to be 
worshipped by the episode of the three friends in the fiery furnace. 
 
But the chapter ends with Nebuchadnezzar still struggling to come to grips with who 
God is. He still misses the point when he says: 
 

There is no other god who is able to deliver in this way. 
 

Your God is the most powerful of the gods. 
 
What he doesn’t say is – what he has to say is – your God is the only God and the 
only One to be worshipped. 
 
God created us all. God demands the worship of all men – even great kings like 
Nebuchadnezzar. Compared to God – all men are but chaff. 
 
And now in Daniel 4 – that lesson is about to be rammed home. Look with me at Daniel 
4. 
 
We can’t be sure just when the events of this chapter happen – but most likely they 
occur about thirty years after the events of chapter 3. 
 
Daniel is probably about fifty years of age – he has been a ruler in Babylon for thirty 
years. Nebuchadnezzar has been king for over thirty years – he is near the end of his 
life – and he still has a lesson to learn. 
 
Look at verses 1-3: 
 

Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and men of every 
language that live in all the earth: “May your peace abound! It has seemed good 
to me to declare the signs and wonders which the Most High God has done for 
me. “How great are His signs and how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom and His dominion is from generation to generation.” 

 
At the end of his life, Nebuchadnezzar seems to have finally come to grips with who 
God is. 
 
He finally grasps that it is God’s kingdom which will last forever – not his own. In 
chapter 3 – his hope was that his kingdom would be the one to last. 
 
Now he realises who God is. Throughout this chapter – Nebuchadnezzar calls Him – 
the Most High God. This is a title that deals with God being absolutely sovereign over 
heaven and earth. 
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But, as we will see – Nebuchadnezzar did not come to realise his place in the scheme 
of things easily. He tells us what finally opened his eyes to who God is. Verses 4-9: 
 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and flourishing in my palace. I 
saw a dream and it made me fearful; and these fantasies as I lay on my bed 
and the visions in my mind kept alarming me. So I gave orders to bring into my 
presence all the wise men of Babylon, that they might make known to me the 
interpretation of the dream. Then the magicians, the conjurers, the Chaldeans 
and the diviners came in and I related the dream to them, but they could not 
make its interpretation known to me. But finally Daniel came in before me, 
whose name is Belteshazzar according to the name of my god, and in whom is 
a spirit of the holy gods; and I related the dream to him, saying, O Belteshazzar, 
chief of the magicians, since I know that a spirit of the holy gods is in you and 
no mystery baffles you, tell me the visions of my dream which I have seen, 
along with its interpretation. 

 
Things were going well for the king – he was at ease and flourishing. Then he had 
another troubling dream. 
 
He called in all his wise men – and as thirty years earlier – they could not tell the king 
the vision and the interpretation. 
 
But Daniel, chief of the wise men, one in whom the spirit of the true God resided – he 
could tell the king the vision and the interpretation. 
 
Verses 10-18: 
 

Now these were the visions in my mind as I lay on my bed: 
 
I was looking, and behold, there was a tree in the midst of the earth and its 
height was great. 
‘The tree grew large and became strong  
And its height reached to the sky,  
And it was visible to the end of the whole earth. 
‘Its foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant,  
And in it was food for all.  
The beasts of the field found shade under it,  
And the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches,  
And all living creatures fed themselves from it. 
I was looking in the visions in my mind as I lay on my bed, and behold, an 
angelic watcher, a holy one, descended from heaven. 
‘He shouted out and spoke as follows:  
“Chop down the tree and cut off its branches,  
Strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit;  
Let the beasts flee from under it  
And the birds from its branches. 
“Yet leave the stump with its roots in the ground,  
But with a band of iron and bronze around it  
In the new grass of the field;  
And let him be drenched with the dew of heaven,  
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And let him share with the beasts in the grass of the earth. 
“Let his mind be changed from that of a man  
And let a beast’s mind be given to him,  
And let seven periods of time pass over him. 
“This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers  
And the decision is a command of the holy ones,  
In order that the living may know  
That the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, 
And bestows it on whom He wishes 
And sets over it the lowliest of men.” 

 
This is the dream which I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen. Now you, 
Belteshazzar, tell me its interpretation, inasmuch as none of the wise men of 
my kingdom is able to make known to me the interpretation; but you are able, 
for a spirit of the holy gods is in you.’ 

 
Verse 19: 
 

Then Daniel, whose name is Belteshazzar, was appalled for a while as his 
thoughts alarmed him. The king responded and said, ‘Belteshazzar, do not let 
the dream or its interpretation alarm you.’ 

 
Daniel understood the dream – and it troubled him. The king knew enough to know 
that it wasn’t good news – but he wanted that news anyway. 
 
Verses 19-26: 
 

Belteshazzar replied, ‘My lord, if only the dream applied to those who hate you 
and its interpretation to your adversaries! The tree that you saw, which became 
large and grew strong, whose height reached to the sky and was visible to all 
the earth and whose foliage was beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which 
was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt and in whose branches 
the birds of the sky lodged—it is you, O king; for you have become great and 
grown strong, and your majesty has become great and reached to the sky and 
your dominion to the end of the earth. In that the king saw an angelic watcher, 
a holy one, descending from heaven and saying, “Chop down the tree and 
destroy it; yet leave the stump with its roots in the ground, but with a band of 
iron and bronze around it in the new grass of the field, and let him be drenched 
with the dew of heaven, and let him share with the beasts of the field until seven 
periods of time pass over him”, this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 
decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king: that you be 
driven away from mankind and your dwelling place be with the beasts of the 
field, and you be given grass to eat like cattle and be drenched with the dew of 
heaven; and seven periods of time will pass over you, until you recognize that 
the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever 
He wishes. And in that it was commanded to leave the stump with the roots of 
the tree, your kingdom will be assured to you after you recognize that it is 
Heaven that rules. 

 



 7 

Nebuchadnezzar was the tree. His kingdom had grown to such splendour that all the 
nations drew support and protection from him. 
 
Babylon was a kingdom of incredible power, wealth and beauty. Just this week I heard 
that the provisional government in Iraq is planning on putting the art, treasures and 
majesty of ancient Babylon on display. It is said that this is a stunning display. 
 
And when you consider that the treasures of this land have been looted for years and 
only a small proportion has been found – then you realise just how incredible Babylon 
was at its height. 
 
But as we will see – Nebuchadnezzar patted himself on the back thinking the glory of 
Babylon was due to him and not to God. 
 
So for his own sake God humbled him. An angel will remove his sanity. He will think 
he was an animal – a bull or an ox – a condition known as boanthropy. For seven 
years he would live like an animal. 
 
But the stump of the tree would remain – he would not be forever removed from the 
kingdom. And a band of iron and bronze would be around the stump – 
Nebuchadnezzar would be protected through this time – the wild animals – some 
jealous rival – they would not kill him. 
 
And then – after seven years, he will recognize that the Most High is ruler over the 
realm of mankind – God is totally sovereign – God raises up kings and brings them 
down according to His purposes. And then his sanity and his kingdom would be 
restored. 
 
Verse 27 Daniel added: 
 

Therefore, O king, may my advice be pleasing to you: break away now from 
your sins by doing righteousness and from your iniquities by showing mercy to 
the poor, in case there may be a prolonging of your prosperity. 

 
Basically Daniel is saying this. 
 

O King, I beg you, realise you are nothing. All you have – God gave to you. You 
are not to amass wealth for your glory – but what you have – use to declare the 
glory of God – feed the poor – show them mercy. 
 
Do this and perhaps God will spare you this lesson. 

 
Put yourself in Nebuchadnezzar’s shoes. This God of the Hebrews has shown Himself 
unimaginably powerful. He sends dreams, He reveals dreams, He interprets dreams 
– something no man or god can do. He saves men from the scorching fiery furnace. 
 
He demands exclusive worship. 
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And now comes this warning. You have exalted yourself. You have drawn to yourself 
the glory that is mine. You have refused to acknowledge me as the only God who 
alone is worthy of worship. 
 
Therefore, you will lose your sanity and eat grass with the cows for seven years. It is 
only after this humiliation that you will repent and acknowledge Me. 
 
So why doesn’t Nebuchadnezzar get the point now? If he knows this is coming – why 
not acknowledge the glory of God and the supremacy of God now? 
 
Because Nebuchadnezzar is as human as us. And one of the great problems of 
humanity is our self-centredness our stubborn pride and ingrained sin. 
 
We do what we want – even if it costs us so much. Even when we know our actions 
will lead to disaster our sin still rises up. 
 
I have spoken to Christian men who have committed adultery. They knew it would 
destroy them – they knew it would shatter their marriage, alienate their children, end 
their ministry – and yet they still sent out and slept with another woman. 
 
Why? Because they wanted it. The fleeting pleasures of self are so strong. 
 
We see it in so many areas. The offering comes around. Something inside us says – 
I worked hard for that – that money is my blood, sweat and tears – it is for me. 
 
Instead of saying – all I have God gave me. He put me in a wealthy country, He gave 
me abilities, He provided my education, He gave me the strength to work – all I have 
is His. 
 
The point being, I am sure for a time Nebuchadnezzar was contrite. But pride surfaced 
again – and God stepped in. 
 
Verses 28-30: 
 

All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king. Twelve months later he was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. The king reflected and said, 
‘Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by 
the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 

 
Only 12 months later – Nebuchadnezzar looks out over Babylon and cries: 
 

Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by 
the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 

 
Babylon was spectacular. Without doubt the greatest and most glorious city of her day. 
 
If you stood on the roof of the royal palace and looked around – it was spectacular. 
Amazing buildings and engineering feats of incredible imagination. 
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Even the gates were incredible. One of them – the Ishtar Gate held a massive double 
door over forty feet high – decorated with the dragons of Marduk and the bulls of 
Hadad – 557 animals were painted on these gates. 
 
The city was filled with Ziggurats. One of them – the temple of Marduk was 288 feet 
high and intricately designed. 
 
A huge bridge crossed the Euphrates. 
 
And of course there are the hanging gardens – one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world. 
 
It is said that the gardens were built by Nebuchadnezzar to please his wife who had 
been “brought up in Media and had a passion for mountain surroundings”. 
 
Even to this day – we don’t know how the gardens were watered. But it was said if you 
looked out – you saw a forest of palms and trees. 
 
And most of this incredible engineering and building had been achieved under the 
direction of Nebuchadnezzar. Almost all the bricks recovered from the city bear his 
name and inscription. 
 
One hundred years after Nebuchadnezzar – the historian Herodotus was 
overwhelmed by its grandeur. Over two hundred years later – Alexander the Great 
was so taken by the city he planned to make it the capital of his empire. 
 
So is it any little wonder that he looked out at this beautiful city with pride? 
 
But the truth is that God raised Babylon to power. God put Nebuchadnezzar on his 
throne. God caused Babylon to rise to this glory. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar had to learn this. But when you are the most powerful man on the 
face of the earth – it takes a lot to realise you are nothing – lower than navel lint – 
when compared to God. 
 
I find that the more blessed by God people are – the harder it is for them to see their 
need of God. 
 
About eighteen years ago I was talking to one of my closest friends. This guy was 
gifted. He had been school captain, good looking, great athlete. He came from a 
wealthy family and had a great job. He had married a beautiful girl and had great kids. 
 
I shared the gospel with him – and when I was done he said: 
 

But Craig, I have everything I want in life – I don’t need God. 
 
What he had to grasp was that everything he had – God gave to him. And God can 
just as easily take it away. 
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In the years since our discussion – he has had some tough times. His parents split up, 
his mother developed a devastating illness, his father died, he lost his job and one 
child has a medical condition. He still hasn’t come to faith – but his self-belief is less 
secure. 
 
We need to understand that before men will reach out to a Saviour, they have to know 
that they need one. 
 

True greatness is achieved when one knows the true glory of God, the true 
wretchedness of man and the infinite mercy of our great God to save wretched 
men like us. 

 
You have to know that you are lost, your life is in God’s hands and your eternal destiny 
belongs to Him. 
 
This is a problem for Australia. So much of our modern society is an attempt to remove 
the need for God. We fight to overcome our mortality through medicine – we amass 
wealth to insulate ourselves – we try to eliminate the need for God. 
 
But God won’t allow that. 
 
He humbles us in many ways. Look at New Orleans – in many ways a modern 
Babylon. God took everything. 
 
And He took everything Nebuchadnezzar had. Verses 31-33: 
 

While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, 
‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed 
from you, and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place 
will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and 
seven periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High 
is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.’ 
Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he was 
driven away from mankind and began eating grass like cattle, and his body was 
drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers 
and his nails like birds’ claws. 

 
Pride comes before a fall. How the mighty had fallen. 
 
There are a lot of ways men can be humbled. They can lose their fortune, their position, 
their liberty. 
 
Just this week we have seen a man who has gone from the doorstep of the lodge in 
Canberra – to a man despised by his own political party. 
 
But to lose your sanity. To go from the mightiest man in the world to eating grass next 
to a cow for seven years – it doesn’t get much lower than that. 
 
In Psalm 8:4-8 – we are told the natural order. The Psalmist writes: 
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What is man that You take thought of him,  
And the son of man that You care for him? 
Yet You have made him a little lower than [angels],  
And You crown him with glory and majesty! 
You make him to rule over the works of Your hands;  
You have put all things under his feet, 
All sheep and oxen,  
And also the beasts of the field, 
The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea,  
Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  

 
Here is the order of creation. Beyond any scale – there is God. 
 
Then in His creation you have angels, then men and men rule over the sheep and 
oxen and beasts of the field. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar fell from the greatest of men to the lowest – on a par with cows and 
oxen. Mad. Barely existing. An object of scorn and ridicule. 
 
It seems the lesson involved him believing he was an animal – a condition known as 
– lycanthropy. In this case believing he was cattle – a bull or oxen. 
 
So he was put in the fields – probably under the orders and protection of Daniel. 
 
He was exposed to the elements, his hair grew wild and long, his nails were like claws. 
His diet included eating grass like a cow. 
 
Quite a lesson! But the lesson has a point. Verses 34-37: 
 

But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven 
and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and 
honoured Him who lives forever;  
 
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,  
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,  
But He does according to His will in the host of heaven  
And among the inhabitants of earth;  
And no one can ward off His hand  
Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’  
 
At that time my reason returned to me. And my majesty and splendour were 
restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counsellors and my nobles 
began seeking me out; so I was re-established in my sovereignty, and 
surpassing greatness was added to me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt 
and honour the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, 
and He is able to humble those who walk in pride. 

 
The seven years passed and God returned His sanity and his position. Daniel had 
probably ruled over the kingdom in this time and handed over authority. 
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Put yourself in this King’s shoes. While you are in the midst of a boast about how great 
you are – you are stricken with insanity – you find yourself eating grass with the cows 
for seven years. And this is exactly what God said would happen. 
 
I think you would get the point – God is God and there is no other. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar finally got the point. 
 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven – I acknowledged Him and 
Him alone. 
 
And my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and 
honoured Him who lives forever;  
 
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion – not mine. 
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation – not mine. 
All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing – including me. 
But He does according to His will in the host of heaven – including making me 
eat grass for seven years. 
And among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say 
to Him, ‘What have You done?’ – including me. 

 
Was this King saved? We can’t be dogmatic – but from the way he repented – it seems 
to me that he did come to faith in God – I think when we get to heaven – one of the 
trophies of grace will include a man who went from the greatest man on earth – to the 
least man on earth – to a truly great man – a man who knows God. 
 
And I believe that he would see his seven years alongside the beasts as time well 
spent – it brought him to faith. It showed him who he was and who God was. 
 
To lead us to salvation – God has to break us. And some of us are stiff necked and 
stubborn. It takes a lot. But when He does show us who we are and who He is – it is 
worth it. 
 
Joni Eareckson Tada found this out. 
 
I am sure you know the basic story of Joni – beautiful, young, athletic girl – she has 
everything – and then she dives into a river in 1967 and finds herself a paraplegic at 
17. 
 
She thought she had been a Christian. But she soon realised that her hope was in this 
world. Life seemed very bleak. The only ray of hope was death. She had no way of 
taking her own life so she asked friends to end her life. 
 
When they said no, she tried to kill herself by thrashing her neck violently from side to 
side. 
 
That didn’t work. She took up smoking. She tried to lose herself in mental fantasies. 
In occupational therapy, she was learning to draw with a pen in her mouth, but all she 
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wanted to do was cover every bit of the paper in black ink. In her book The God I Love, 
she wrote that “It reflected an hour’s worth of angry, crisscrossed black lines 
obliterating any vestige of white,” “And that expressed my state of mind perfectly. In 
fact, if you looked closely, the little scuffs revealed a pattern: chaos.” 
 
Now fast forward decades. 
 
In an article in Moody Monthly she speaks of her hope – being with Christ in heaven. 
She says: 
 

I will have left my wheelchair behind. But somewhere in the mist of half-
remembered thoughts of earth, I will thank God for the quadriplegia. With a 
deep breath and a happy smile, I will know that earth’s afflictions aided me after 
all – the wheelchair and the paralysis were my friends, enabling me to step into 
the grander, greater joy, service, and worship that I will experience for the rest 
of eternity. 

 
Hear that? I will thank God for the quadriplegia! … the wheelchair and the paralysis 
were my friends! 
 
In another article in Christianity Today she tells of her prayer. This is what she prays: 
 

Oh, thank you, thank you for this wheelchair! By tasting hell in this life, I’ve been 
driven to think seriously about what faces me in the next. This paralysis is my 
greatest mercy. 

 
Thank you for this wheelchair! … This paralysis is my greatest mercy! 
 
I thought of the late Christopher Reeve. 
 
Could you ever imagine him uttering – The wheelchair and the paralysis were my 
friends! Thank you for this wheelchair! 
 
So what is the difference? Joni writes about what changed her perspective. 
 
It was during that bleak period, a friend introduced her to Steve Estes, a gangly high-
school student three years younger than Joni. He was an enthusiastic Christian, utterly 
transfixed by the Bible. They began to study together. She came to the belief that her 
injury was an expression of God’s love. 
 
She said that with retrospect she could now see that, “I was heading down a path of 
self-destruction,” She explains, “I was checking out a birth-control clinic to get some 
pills, because I knew I’d be sleeping with my boyfriend in college. Somewhere in that 
mess of emotions and regrets and falterings and failings, while making a sham of my 
Christian faith, somewhere in the desperation I said, ‘God, rescue me.’ And he did. I 
believe my accident was a direct answer.” 
 
Joni realised her life was beginning to veer away from God. He had to humble her – 
to show her who He was and what He demanded. 
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So God blessed her by breaking her neck and showing her that her soul was infinitely 
more important than her body or the things of this world. 
 
Sometimes it takes being brought to the depths to realise that God is all we need to 
live in the heights. 
 
God won’t tolerate any rivals – He will not share His glory with another. 
 
God raises up Kings and kingdoms. He brings them down. 
 
Revelation tells us this in exquisite detail. 
 
Revelation tells us this in exquisite detail. And in that book, Babylon becomes a symbol 
for every nation, every person who would exalt man and refuse to glorify God. And 
there we are told that every person and nation who refuses to give God His due honour 
will be brought to dust. 
 
Babylon, the mightiest of nations fell – it did not last. It finally became a haunt for 
jackals and birds. To this day it is nothing but a fishing village on the Euphrates. 
Archaeologists have barely found a trace Tower of Babel, or the hanging gardens and 
only a fraction of the splendour of ancient Babylon. 
 
To this day, Babylon is a symbol for every nation, every person who would exalt man 
and refuse to glorify God.  
 
Brothers and sisters. God loves you – so if He has to break your neck or send you 
insane to bring you to your senses – He will. 
 
If you pursue your own glory, your own pleasure. If you take credit that is His. If you 
refuse to seek Him and Him alone – He may take drastic action. 
 
But it is for our good. He wants us to be truly great. To know true pleasure in this life 
and the next. 
 
So I pray that each of us will come to be like Nebuchadnezzar – who acknowledged 
the true greatness of God. For He alone is worthy. 


