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A FAILED LEGACY 
(Daniel 5:1-31  October 9, 2005) 

 
One of my seminary professors once told about meeting a woman on a train and as 
they talked it turned out that her father had been one of the most famous preachers 
and authors of the early 20th century. 
 
But it soon became clear that this woman had abandoned the faith that was so 
precious to her father. Her final comment was this: 
 

The only good thing about his ministry was we get great royalties from his 
books. 

 
How utterly tragic! This woman grew up surrounded by the godliest of heritages – but 
rejected the reality she had seen in her own home. 
 
Unfortunately, it happens all too often. I did a little web-surfing this week and found 
dozens of websites where parents tell of the heartbreak of seeing sons and daughters 
abandon the faith. You can almost hear the weeping in their words. 
 
And when we get to heaven – I believe that joining the line of those lamenting a failed 
legacy will be a once proud, vain King – humbled by God – but devastated that his 
sons and daughters failed to follow him in turning to God. 
 
This morning we come to a chapter in Daniel that describes a legacy that failed. 
 
We look today at Daniel 5. 
 
Before we begin this chapter I want to point out something. When you read through 
Daniel chapters 2 to 7 – you cannot help but be struck by the similarities between 
chapters 2 and 7 and chapters 3 and 6 and chapters 4 and 5. 
 
Over the next three weeks you will be feeling some déjà vu. But you are meant to feel 
that. 
 
Chapter 2 Chapter 7 Chapter 3 Chapter 6 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 
King has 
dream of 

statue of four 
parts 

Daniel has 
dream of four 

beasts 

King 
demands 
worship 

King 
demands 
worship 

King exalts 
his power 

King exalts 
his power 

Interpretation 
Four 

Kingdoms 

Interpretation 
Four 

Kingdoms 

S,M,A 
refuse and 
trust God 

Daniel 
refuses and 
trusts God 

God issues 
a divine 
warning 

God issues 
a divine 
warning 

All other 
kingdoms 

superseded 

All other 
kingdoms 

superseded 

King 
sentences 

them to 
death 

King 
sentences 

him to death 

Daniel 
interprets 

the warning 

Daniel 
interprets 

the warning 

      



 2 

God of 
Heaven sets 

up 
everlasting 
kingdom 

Ancient of 
Days sets up 
everlasting 
kingdom 

S,M,A 
preserved 

by God – no 
injury. Son 
of the gods 
with them. 
Warriors 

killed 

Daniel 
preserved 

by God – no 
injury. Aneld 

with him. 
Commiss 

and satraps 
killed 

Judgment 
on the King 

Judgment 
on the King 

God alone 
King of 
eternal 

kingdom 

God alone 
King of 
eternal 

kingdom 

God alone 
is to be 

worshipped 

God alone 
is to be 

worshipped 

God alone 
is supreme 

God alone 
is supreme 

 
Chapters 2 and 7 and 3 and 6 and 4 and 5 – use similar imagery and stories to make 
the same point. 
 
For example in chapters 2 and 7 you have dreams about four kingdoms ending in the 
everlasting kingdom of God. 
 
In chapters 3 and 6 we have the three friends sentenced to death in one and Daniel 
sentenced to death in the other. But there is a lion’s den instead of a fiery furnace. 
 
In chapters 4 and 5 there is a warning, an interpretation and a judgment. In chapter 4 
we find Nebuchadnezzar cut down in mid-boast about his greatness. In chapter 5 it is 
Belshazzar who is in the midst of boasting of his greatness when he is cut down. 
 
In chapter 4 – the wise men cannot interpret the warning – so Daniel is called in – one 
in whom a spirit of the gods lives. 
 
These events are similar – purposefully similar. In fact even the words used are very 
similar. Take chapters 3 and 6. 
 
After Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego are pulled out of the fiery furnace – we read: 
 

In regard to these men that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men 
nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor had 
the smell of fire even come upon them. Daniel 3:27 

 
When Daniel is pulled out of the lion’s den – we are told: 
 

No injury whatever was found on him. Daniel 6:23 
 
At the end of chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar decrees: 
 

Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks 
anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall 
be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch 
as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” Daniel 3:29 

 
And at the end of Daniel 6, Darius decrees: 
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Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every 
language who were living in all the land: “May your peace abound! I make a 
decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble 
before the God of Daniel.” Daniel 6:25-26 

 
And in case we are really slow and miss it – these chapters are linked in another way. 
In Daniel 2, I told you that in chapter 2 verse 4 beginning with the words of the 
Chaldeans – from that point until the end of chapter 7 – the book is written in Aramaic 
– the language of Babylon. 
 
The book of Daniel is written in Hebrew – except for chapters 2 to 7. It marks them as 
one unit. 
 

 
 
In these chapters, He shows His superiority over the gods of the Babylonians. He 
declares that He is the one true God – He alone is to be worshipped among the nations 
– and He will not tolerate any rivals. 
 
Since this message is for all the nations and to mark it as one unit – it is written in the 
language of the Babylonians – Aramaic. 
 
Then, chapters 8 to 12 – deal primarily with the future of Israel – the coming of Messiah 
and His kingdom – so it is written in the language of Israel – Hebrew. 
 
The point of the whole book is that God is sovereign over all men – Jew and Gentile – 
all must bow the knee before Him. But chapters 2 to 7 deal with the fact that Gentiles 
as well as Jews must recognise the sovereignty of God. 
 
So let me summarise. These chapters are linked by being written in Aramaic and they 
are linked by being reflections of each other. 
 
So why have the chapters as mirror images? Why have two chapters making basically 
the same point? It is a very Hebrew way to reinforce the point and as we will see, the 
second chapter adds something and makes an additional point.  
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When you read these chapters over and over you realize that they all deal with the 
truth that God alone is sovereign. He is to be worshipped by every nation. 
 
We begin this morning with chapter 5, verses 1-4: 
 

Belshazzar the king held a great feast for a thousand of his nobles, and he was 
drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. When Belshazzar tasted the 
wine, he gave orders to bring the gold and silver vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple which was in 
Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might 
drink from them. Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken out of 
the temple, the house of God which was in Jerusalem; and the king and his 
nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. They drank the wine 
and praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

 
There is a gap of almost thirty years between the events of chapter 4 and chapter 5 – 
and a lot has happened. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 BC. His son – Evil-Merodach became king. But he only 
reigned a short time. 
 
In 560, Nergal-sherezer murdered Evil-Merodach and took over the kingship. Nergal-
sherezer was an ambitious man who married one of Nebuchadnezzar’s daughters and 
murdered his way to the throne. 
 
But he only lived a few years and in 556 BC he died and his son, Labashi-Marduk, 
became king. 
 
But the boy was young and seen as an easy target. So Nabonidus and Belshazzar 
murdered him and took the throne. 
 
Nabonidus had almost certainly married one of Nebuchadnezzar’s daughters – and 
like Nergal-sherezer before him, he murdered his way to the throne. 
 
While, Nabonidus wanted to be King – he had a problem. He was devoted to the moon 
god Sin – and this angered the priests of the main god of Babylon – Marduk. 
 
So Nabonidus made his son – Belshazzar – the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar – his 
co-regent – and he moved to Teima a city of Arabia – about five hundred miles south 
of Babylon – where he could worship Sin in peace. 
 
Belshazzar didn’t share his father’s devotion to Sin and he officially began to rule as 
co-regent, co-King in 553 BC. 
 
He is called the son of Nebuchadnezzar – but this word ‘son’ means – descendant of 
– or one who follows in the path of. 
 
He is almost certainly the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar – but is rightly called the son 
– or descendant – of Nebuchadnezzar. 
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So here you have the family legacy of Nebuchadnezzar. Murdering sons-in-law, 
ambitious, idolatrous men. 
 
This is the history that fills in the white spaces between chapter 4 and chapter 5. 
 
Chapter 5 opens on a famous evening in history – October 11, 539 BC. On Tuesday 
it will be exactly 2, 544 years since this night. 
 
The events of this night are recorded for us by Herodotus, Xenophon and in a 
document called the Nabonidus Chronicle. 
 
What happened was this. Cyrus, the King of Medo-Persia, had invaded Babylonian 
territory. 
 
This caused Nabonidus to lead his army against Cyrus. But on October 10, one day 
before the events of this night – Cyrus routed the Babylonian army and Nabonidus 
fled. 
 
Cyrus then marched on Babylon itself. 
 
So we might find it a little surprising that with a huge army appearing at the city walls 
– Belshazzar decides it is time for a good feast. But the ancient sources as well as the 
Bible – tell us this is what he did. 
 
Why? Why throw a feast? 
 
When the Medo-Persians invaded – it must have brought to his mind the prophecy of 
Daniel Babylon that Babylon would fall to the Medo-Persians. 
 
He knew of Daniel’s prophecy in the days of Nebuchadnezzar that Babylon would fall. 
 
And as we will see – in Daniel 8 – we are told that in the third year of Belshazzar’s 
reign, eleven years earlier, Daniel had specifically named the kingdom of Medo-Persia 
as the one which would overthrow Babylon. 
 
And it is probable that the King knew of the prophecy of Isaiah – made 150 years 
earlier – that named Cyrus as the king that would overthrow the Babylonian empire. 
 
But he simply could not believe that mighty Babylon and her gods would ever fall. 
 
He was confident of this and he wanted his people to see their King confident of victory 
– so he threw a party to remind people of the glory of Babylon. Build up their spirits. 
Victory was theirs. 
 
Why was he confident? 
 
First, he was confident due to the incredible design of the city itself. 
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The defences of the city were formidable. There were not just one but two sets of huge 
walls around the city. The outermost walls were thirty kilometres in length and they 
were over eight meters thick and over thirteen meters high. 
 
No army had successfully worked out a way to beat fortifications like this. If you attack 
the city – you are just picked off from the walls. 
 
And they couldn’t just starve them out. The Euphrates River ran under the wall 
providing all the water they needed and the city had enough supplies to last for years. 
 
He was confident that Babylon would not fall. 
 
But, second, Belshazzar also had confidence in the gods of Babylon. His very name 
means – Bel – protect the King. The gods had raised Babylon to power and might – 
they would protect it now. 
 
And no prophecy from a foreign God would cause him to quake in his boots. 
 
So, in a display of bravado he calls for the vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
from the Temple in Jerusalem. And he and his nobles and wives and concubines drank 
from these vessels – the vessels of the conquered land of Israel – the vessels of a 
conquered God – a God he had nothing to fear from. 
 
And then they turned and praised the Babylonian gods represented by the images of 
gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood and stone. 
 
To eat and drink from these temple vessels – something even Nebuchadnezzar never 
dared to do – is to issue his own challenge to the God of Israel. 
 
In doing this, Belshazzar wanted it known that the Jewish God – the One who had 
prophesied his doom would not triumph over him, over his gods, over Babylon. 
 
Babylon would not fall. 
 
The armies of the Medo-Persians, the prophecy of that Jewish God – none will defeat 
Babylon. 
 
This is one massive show of pride. This is Belshazzar gathering his people – a 
thousand nobles – and saying: 
 

You may have heard reports of the vanquishing of my father Nabonidus. 
 
You may have heard the Jewish prophecies of the fall of Babylon. 
 
But, I, Belshazzar, I tell you – the victory is ours. Cyrus cannot take this city. 
Yahweh cannot overthrow this city. 
 
This is Babylon the great built by my father the mighty Nebuchadnezzar. 
Babylon has never fallen, Babylon will never fall. 
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Our gods are powerful. They enabled us to conquer Israel. We spurn the threats 
of this foreign God – and tonight we drink from the cups of that vanquished 
God. 
 
Is this not Babylon the great! 
Built as a royal residence! 
By the might of Babylonian power! 
To the glory of Babylonian Kings and gods! 
We will never fall! 

 
But pride comes before a fall. 
 
It is interesting that archaeologists have uncovered the actual throne room of the 
palace in Babylon. It is an enormous room that was beautifully decorated. 
 
You can go to ancient Babylon and stand in the very room where Belshazzar made 
his boast – the very place where God Himself chose to interrupt his boast. 
 
Verses 5-7: 
 

Suddenly the fingers of a man’s hand emerged and began writing opposite the 
lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace, and the king saw the 
back of the hand that did the writing. Then the king’s face grew pale and his 
thoughts alarmed him, and his hip joints went slack and his knees began 
knocking together. 

 
There is an old saying – boast as you take your armour off – not while putting it on. 
 
And when you boast is in your own power – and you spurn the Lord – you are in 
serious trouble. Pharaoh found out the hard way. Goliath found out the hard way. 
Nebuchadnezzar found out the hard way. And now Belshazzar is about to find out the 
hard way. 
 
You can imagine the room going from a roar to absolute silence. 
 
Just as Nebuchadnezzar was cut short in mid boast – so is Belshazzar. 
 
In the midst of a boast about the power of Babylon and her gods – a disembodied 
hand appears and writes a message on the board. 
 
No wonder the King just about collapsed. 
 
Verses 7-9: 
 

The king called aloud to bring in the conjurers, the Chaldeans and the diviners. 
The king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, “Any man who can read 
this inscription and explain its interpretation to me shall be clothed with purple 
and have a necklace of gold around his neck, and have authority as third ruler 
in the kingdom.” Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read 
the inscription or make known its interpretation to the king. Then King 
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Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, his face grew even paler, and his nobles were 
perplexed. 

 
There it is written on the wall for all to see: 
 

MENÊ, MENÊ, TEKÊL, UPHARSIN 
 
The wise men could read the letters – they just had no idea what it meant. 
 
Yet the reward was great – third ruler in the kingdom – only Nabonidus and Belshazzar 
of higher rank. 
 
But no one could give the interpretation. Sounds familiar doesn’t it? Same as in chapter 
4. 
 
And just like chapter 4 – there is a man who can do it. Verses 10-12: 
 

The queen entered the banquet hall because of the words of the king and his 
nobles; the queen spoke and said, “O king, live forever! Do not let your thoughts 
alarm you or your face be pale. There is a man in your kingdom in whom is a 
spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of your father, illumination, insight and 
wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him. And King 
Nebuchadnezzar, your father, your father the king, appointed him chief of the 
magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans and diviners. This was because an 
extraordinary spirit, knowledge and insight, interpretation of dreams, 
explanation of enigmas and solving of difficult problems were found in this 
Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Let Daniel now be summoned and 
he will declare the interpretation.” 

 
The queen comes in. We know this isn’t one of Belshazzar’s wives as they were 
already there. 
 
Most likely this is Nabonidus’ wife – Belshazzar’s mother – the daughter of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
It is also possible that this is the famous Nitocris – Nebuchadnezzar’s main wife. 
 
By this time Daniel is an old man. He has been in Babylon for sixty-six years. He is in 
his late seventies – early eighties. 
 
Since the death of Nebuchadnezzar twenty-three years earlier, he had probably been 
pushed aside, forgotten and relegated. 
 
But this queen remembered Daniel and knew he had a spirit of the holy gods in him. 
 
Verses 13-16: 
 

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke and said to Daniel, 
“Are you that Daniel who is one of the exiles from Judah, whom my father the 
king brought from Judah? Now I have heard about you that a spirit of the gods 
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is in you, and that illumination, insight and extraordinary wisdom have been 
found in you. Just now the wise men and the conjurers were brought in before 
me that they might read this inscription and make its interpretation known to 
me, but they could not declare the interpretation of the message. But I 
personally have heard about you, that you are able to give interpretations and 
solve difficult problems. Now if you are able to read the inscription and make its 
interpretation known to me, you will be clothed with purple and wear a necklace 
of gold around your neck, and you will have authority as the third ruler in the 
kingdom.” 

 
Belshazzar knew Daniel was from Judah and worshipped the God he had just 
blasphemed. And Daniel knew that this fool of a King had challenged the one true 
God. 
 
Verse 17: 
 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Keep your gifts for yourself or 
give your rewards to someone else; however, I will read the inscription to the 
king and make the interpretation known to him.” 

 
Keep your gifts – I don’t need them. Anyway – third ruler in a kingdom that will not last 
the night isn’t much of a reward. But God wants you to know the message so here it 
is. 
 
Verses 18-23: 
 

O king, the Most High God granted sovereignty, grandeur, glory and majesty to 
Nebuchadnezzar your father. Because of the grandeur which He bestowed on 
him, all the peoples, nations and men of every language feared and trembled 
before him; whomever he wished he killed and whomever he wished he spared 
alive; and whomever he wished he elevated and whomever he wished he 
humbled. But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit became so proud that 
he behaved arrogantly, he was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was 
taken away from him. He was also driven away from mankind, and his heart 
was made like that of beasts, and his dwelling place was with the wild donkeys. 
He was given grass to eat like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew 
of heaven until he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of 
mankind and that He sets over it whomever He wishes. Yet you, his son, 
Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this, but 
you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought 
the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles, your wives and 
your concubines have been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the 
gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear 
or understand. But the God in whose hand are your life-breath and your ways, 
you have not glorified. 

 
It is crucial for us to understand the depth of the rebuke here. 
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Belshazzar was not a young man who had no idea of what happened to 
Nebuchadnezzar. He personally observed all that happened to Nebuchadnezzar first 
hand. 
 
We have records that tell us that Belshazzar was a chief officer in 560 BC – just two 
years after Nebuchadnezzar died. He was old enough to be a high official at the time 
of Nebuchadnezzar. He was not a young child when Nebuchadnezzar had his seven 
years of insanity. He was involved in the court of Nebuchadnezzar and old enough to 
understand what happened. 
 
He was there when Nebuchadnezzar declared his greatness and his power – and God 
intervened. He was there when God made it very clear that Nebuchadnezzar was King 
simply because the one true God raised him to that position. When pride welled up – 
God warned him – and then taught him a lesson he would never forget. 
 
He was there when God warned Nebuchadnezzar about the sin of pride and thinking 
that he was great. And then when his pride overflowed – God sent him to dwell with 
the cattle and donkeys and eat grass for seven years. 
 
And only when that King was willing to humble himself and give the glory to God did 
his sanity return. 
 
If you are a court official – almost certainly the grandson of the king – this has to make 
an impression on you. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar, the greatest man on the face of the earth – warned about his pride 
– and then punished for his pride. Reduced to eating grass and mooing with the cows. 
 
Something inside you has to say – don’t mess with this God – this God must be 
worshipped and respected. You do not oppose this God. 
 
Now, two decades later – Belshazzar himself is King. And prophecies concerning your 
reign are being fulfilled before your eyes. Eleven years earlier when Babylon was still 
the unchallenged ruler of the world, Daniel had prophesied that Medo-Persia would 
overthrow Babylon. 
 
Now the armies of Medo-Persia are knocking on your door. They are led by a King – 
Cyrus – whose very name was recorded by Isaiah 150 years earlier.  
 
Surely you don’t blaspheme this God? Surely you don’t issue a challenge to this God? 
 
Surely you cry out to this God for help? 
 
Belshazzar knew the proclamation of Nebuchadnezzar who decreed: 
 

I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven … and I blessed the Most 
High and praised and honoured Him who lives forever; 
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
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But He does according to His will in the host of heaven 
And among the inhabitants of earth; 
And no one can ward off His hand 
Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’ Daniel 4:34-35 

 
All are accounted as nothing before Him. No one can ward off His hand. 
 
But what did this man do? He did something no King before Him had done. He 
desecrated the vessels of Yahweh. He declared that Yahweh – the God of the 
Hebrews – would not rule over him. He cried that the prophecy about Babylon falling 
would never come to pass. He would ward off Yahweh’s hand. 
 
And to show his disdain, he committed idolatry – he praised the gods of metal, wood 
and stone. These will protect me against the God of Israel. 
 
He challenged the God of heaven and earth – do Your best – I don’t think You can 
touch me. I trust in my might, my city and my gods – do what you can! 
 
What a fool! 
 
Nebuchadnezzar had come to know that his position, his sanity, his life – everything 
was in the hands of the one true God. 
 
His grandson saw the power of God – yet failed to humble himself. Instead he flaunted 
himself and set himself up in opposition to God. 
 
God does not allow such pride and blasphemy to go unchecked. 
 
Belshazzar’s end had come. Verses 24-28: 
 

Then the hand was sent from Him and this inscription was written out. Now this 
is the inscription that was written out: ‘MENÊ, MENÊ, TEKÊL, UPHARSIN’ This 
is the interpretation of the message: ‘MENÊ’—God has numbered your 
kingdom and put an end to it. ‘TEKÊL’—you have been weighed on the scales 
and found deficient. ‘PERÊS’—your kingdom has been divided and given over 
to the Medes and Persians.” 

 
Although we can’t be sure, the English equivalent of the message was probably written 
like this: 
 

mnhmnhtqlprs 
 
Now this is using English letters – not Aramaic. But, the fact that they didn’t have what 
are called vowel points or spaces meant that there were a number of different possible 
interpretations of the message. 
 
Daniel tells them it means: 
 

MENÊ, MENÊ, TEKÊL, UPHARSIN 
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Literally: 
 

Numbered, numbered, weighed, divided. 
 
If we took this numbered, numbered, weighed, divided – and took out the vowels and 
spaces, it would look like: 
 

nmbrdnmbrdwghddvdd 
 
So you can see why the wise men had trouble interpreting it. 
 
It is likely that God used this as the judgment sign on the final day of Babylon because 
the first judgment on Babylon was the confusion of languages at the Tower of Babel. 
 
He sends a confusing language message to tell them they were judged. 
 
Anyway, the point is that Daniel knew that the message was: 
 

Numbered, numbered, weighed, divided. 
 
Numbered is written twice so that there is no confusion that what is about to happen 
is a divine judgment – God – and God alone – He decided the number of days of this 
Kingdom – and nothing – could halt His hand. 
 

‘MENÊ’—God has numbered the days of your kingdom and put an end to it. 
 
‘TEKÊL’—you have been weighed on the divine scales and found deficient. 
 
‘PERÊS’—your kingdom has been divided and given over to the Medes and 
Persians.” 

 
You opposed Me – you are judged – and judgment day is here. 
 
Verses 29-31: 
 

Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a 
necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him 
that he now had authority as the third ruler in the kingdom. That same night 
Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain. So Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom at about the age of sixty-two. 

 
Belshazzar knew truth when he heard it. 
 
But unlike Nebuchadnezzar, there is no repentance, no acknowledgement of the glory 
of God, no proclamation for all people to worship the one true God. 
 
Xenophon and Herodotus tell us how the mighty, impenetrable Babylon fell. 
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That night, the Medo-Persians dug channels to divert the Euphrates into a marsh. The 
water level fell and the troops waded into the city at the place where the river went 
underneath the walls. 
 
The troops were guided through the city by Gobyras. He had been a governor under 
Nabonidus. But he had seen and experienced the treachery of Belshazzar. 
 
He knew Belshazzar had led the murder of the boy King Labashi-Marduk. He knew he 
had organised for his father to take the throne. And in a fit of rage – Belshazzar had 
the only son of Gobyras killed. 
 
So this disgruntled man led the Medo-Persian troops to the throne room. There they 
found Belshazzar with a dagger – about to take his own life. 
 
But led by Gobyras – they stopped him taking his own life and then brutally tortured 
him and finally killed him. 
 
And that very night – Darius the Mede became King. 
 
What do we learn from this? 
 
There is no doubt that we are to learn that God is sovereign and God alone is to be 
worshipped. Don’t oppose Him, don’t defy Him – just submit to Him. Whether you are 
King or peasant – submit yourself to Him. 
 
We learn that the fate of nations are in the hands of God. Al Qaeda, Iraq, Indonesia – 
no one rises to power but by the will of God. No one is victorious but by the will of God. 
 
I sleep easy at night knowing world affairs are in His hands – not any politician. 
 
But we learned all this in chapter 4. So what does this chapter add? 
 
Chapter 2 Chapter 7 Chapter 3 Chapter 6 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 
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is to be 
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God alone 
is supreme 

God alone 
is supreme 

  God alone is sovereign. 
He is to be worshipped by 
each generation of every 

nation. 
 
When you read the Scriptures one theme we find again and again is this – salvation 
is not genetic. 
 
In Romans 9:6-7 Paul says: 
 

For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; nor are they all 
children because they are Abraham’s descendants. 

 
You don’t get saved by being Jewish. Jacob and Esau were the sons of Isaac – but 
God loved Jacob and hated Esau. 
 
Godly kings like Hezekiah had incredibly evil sons like Manasseh. 
 
So many Jews fell away from the faith. 
 
And it was not just Jews. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar just about went to hell and back to learn who God was and to bow 
the knee before Him. Belshazzar watched this. He watches as this great man was 
reduced to insanity – grazing like a cow – so that he might learn to worship God. 
 
And yet did he learn the lesson and worship God? Not at all! 
 
I told you that I think that when we get to glory we will see Nebuchadnezzar there. 
 
But, there is a fact about which I am more certain – Belshazzar is not in heaven – He 
is in hell. 
 
This man didn’t just lose a kingdom – he lost eternity. 
 
Yet it need not have been so. Look again at verse 22. He could have humbled his 
heart and trusted God. 
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There is a lesson for us. God is to be worshipped by each generation of every nation. 
Don’t take for granted the salvation of the generations that come after you. 
 
Year after year I hear of young men and women – raised in fine homes – taught in 
great Sunday Schools – attending great churches – who abandon the faith. 
 
Belshazzar saw the power of God in a way more vivid than anything you and I have 
seen – and yet – he turned away. 
 
Do not assume that because your children are raised in a Christian home – because 
they heard of the power of God in your life – and saw the power of God in other’s lives 
– that they will simply turn to Him in faith. 
 
We have to pray and ask God to open their hearts and keep teaching and keep asking 
and keep declaring the glory of God. 
 
Each generation has to come to know the power and glory of God afresh. 
 
And children – young ones – teenagers – in your twenties. I want to say a word to you. 
 
You are privileged to grow up in some of the finest homes in this world. You are prayed 
for and loved. You get to hear of Jesus and His miracles. 
 
But somewhere, you have to trust in Jesus. You have to take the same step of faith 
your parents did. It doesn’t just happen. You have to make that step. 
 
I encourage you to think through the gospel. It is never too early or too late to trust in 
Jesus. 
 
Don’t be like Belshazzar – turning from God to the world. God won’t tolerate that. 
 
Talk to Mum and Dad – talk to me – talk to Pastor Dave. Trust Jesus and trust Him 
alone. 
 
But don’t keep putting it off. We have too many Belshazzar’s – children who saw the 
truth and turned away. 
 
May today be the day of your salvation. 
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Nebuchadnezzar 

(605-562 BC) 
Evil-Merodach (562-560 BC) 
Son of Nebuchadnezzar—Murdered by Nergal-sharezer  
 

Labashi-Marduk (556 BC) 
Son of Nergal-sharezer. Murdered by Nab and Bel  
 

Nergal-sharezer (560-556 BC) 
Son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar 
 

Nabonidus (556-539 BC) 
Son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar. 
 

Belshazzar (553-539 BC) 
Son of Nabonidus. 
Grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. 
Co-regent with Nabonidus from 553 BC 
 


