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TRIUMPH OF THE SON – Part 1 
(Daniel 7:1-14  October 23, 2005) 

 
If I asked you what are the most important verses in Daniel – what would you tell me? 
 
Which part of Daniel leaps out like a neon sign crying – I am the really important part? 
 
Chances are you can’t answer that – but by the end of the morning – I trust that you 
will be able to tell me. 
 
How do I know what verses are truly important? Because, the whole book of Daniel is 
structured in such a way as to highlight for us the most important verses in the book. 
Daniel wants to highlight for us the most important event in world history. 
 
The very way the book is designed serves to make on particular section stand out like 
a flashing light. 
 
I am sure you have read Daniel many times – but I would imagine that you can’t 
remember a section that stood out from the rest. 
 
The reason for this is that in our culture, we read books a little differently to the 
Hebrews. This means that we have to learn a little bit about Hebrew books to see what 
Daniel wants us to see. 
 
Recently some of my children did a creative writing course. 
 
There, they were taught the basics of how to structure a story. 
 
Introduction, plot, characterisation, conflict, conflict resolution, climax. 
 
Our western literary heritage has taught us that the important part of a book, or a 
sermon, or a story comes at the end – the climax . You build to the climax and this 
ends the story. 
 
But as I have told you a number of times – that is not necessarily true in biblical 
literature. 
 
The Hebrews and the Greeks had a number of techniques for telling the readers – 
what the crucial part – the really important stuff is. 
 
One of those techniques is called – chiasms. 
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A chiasm or chiasmus – puts the crucial part in the middle. You build up to it – and 
work away from it. The structure of a chiasm puts the crucial verses in the middle. The 
climax comes right at the centre. 
 
Chiasms can also be used to link certain sections together. I have already told you 
that in Daniel – chapters 2 to7 are linked by a chiasm. 
 

 
 
How are these chapters linked? These chapters are linked by a number of common 
themes. 
 
Chapter 2 Chapter 7 Chapter 3 Chapter 6 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 
King has 
dream of 

statue of four 
parts 

Daniel has 
dream of four 

beasts 

King 
demands 
worship 

King 
demands 
worship 

King exalts 
his power 

King exalts 
his power 

Interpretation 
Four 

Kingdoms 

Interpretation 
Four 

Kingdoms 

S,M,A 
refuse and 
trust God 

Daniel 
refuses and 
trusts God 

God issues 
a divine 
warning 

God issues 
a divine 
warning 

All other 
kingdoms 

superseded 

All other 
kingdoms 

superseded 

King 
sentences 

them to 
death 

King 
sentences 

him to death 

Daniel 
interprets 

the warning 

Daniel 
interprets 

the warning 
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God of 
Heaven sets 

up 
everlasting 
kingdom 

Ancient of 
Days sets up 
everlasting 
kingdom 

S,M,A 
preserved 

by God – no 
injury. Son 
of the gods 
with them. 
Warriors 

killed 

Daniel 
preserved 

by God – no 
injury. Aneld 

with him. 
Commiss 

and satraps 
killed 

Judgment 
on the King 

Judgment 
on the King 

God alone 
King of 
eternal 

kingdom 

God alone 
King of 
eternal 

kingdom 

God alone 
is to be 

worshipped 

God alone 
is to be 

worshipped 

God alone 
is supreme 

God alone 
is supreme 

 
I have already pointed out to you that there are a number of chiasms in Daniel. For 
example in chapter 3 – a chiasm is used to tell us what the crucial point is. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar still doesn’t know who God is. v. 1 
 

God must show who He is vv. 2-15 
 

This is who God is. vv. 16-18 
 

God shows who He is. vv. 19-27 
 
Nebuchadnezzar still doesn’t know who God is. vv. 28-30 
 
Now I know much of this might seem technical and confusing – so stay with me. What 
I want you to see now – is that there is also a chiasm that links chapters 7-12. 
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Right in the middle is the revelation of Messiah’s coming – some crucial verses. 
 
So what does all of this have to do with chapter 7? 
 
Let me show you the next slide. What I want you to see is that Daniel structured this 
book to make chapter 7 stand out. 
 

VISION OF 
THE  

NATIONS 
AND THE 

END TIMES 
 

7-8 

VISION OF 
THE  

NATIONS 
AND THE 

END TIMES 
 

10-12 

DANIEL’S 
REVELATION 

OF THE 
COMING 

OF MESSIAH 
 
9 
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What I need you to grasp is that chapters 2 to 7 are linked and chapters 7-12 are 
linked. 
 
What links chapters 2 to 7? They are all written in Aramaic – when the rest of the book 
is Hebrew and they are linked by a chiasm found in chapters 2 to 7 and these chapters 
deal with God’s sovereignty over the nations. 
 
What links chapters 7 to 12? There is a chiasm that links these chapters and these 
chapters are written in the first person when the rest of the book is third person and 
these chapters are written in a classic apocalyptic style and these chapters deal with 
God’s sovereignty over Israel. 
 
Why is this crucial? Daniel structured the book like this for a reason. 
 
If you look at this slide – Daniel wanted us to grasp how crucial chapter 7 is. He made 
this the pivotal transitional chapter by making it the focus of overlap between these 
two sections. 
 
I know that we aren’t used to dealing with structures that run throughout books – but 
the Hebrews were. 
 
To a Hebrew – chapter 7 would stand out like a blinking light. 
 

2      3      4      5      6     7     8     9    10   11   12 
 ARAMAIC CHAPTERS HEBREW CHS 

CHIASM 
CHIASM 

APOCALYPTIC 

THIRD PERSON FIRST PERSON 

GOD IS SOVEREIGN 
OVER THE NATIONS 

GOD IS SOVEREIGN 
OVER ISRAEL 
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But even if you haven’t understood one word I have said about chiasms and links – 
that doesn’t matter. What you do have to grasp is that Daniel wanted us to focus on 
chapter 7 because it contains something absolutely crucial for us to focus on. 
 
What is so crucial? Daniel helped us out there as well. 
 
If you look at chapter 7 itself – this chapter is also written in a chiastic structure. 
 

 
 
This chapter starts with the vision of the four beasts. It ends with the interpretation of 
the vision of the four beasts. 
 
It deals with the overview of world history. The rise and fall of nations and antichrists. 
But this flow of nations doesn’t last forever. 
 
Sandwiched in between are six verses. Verses in which the Ancient of Days crushes 
every other kingdom, establishes His everlasting Kingdom – and then hands this 
kingdom over to the Son of Man and everyone worships the Son of Man for all eternity. 
 
All of the book of Daniel is structured to highlight these verses. 
 
God is sovereign over history and every nation. And His purposes in history end with 
the coming of His beloved Son – the Messiah – who will reign over the eternal 
Kingdom. 
 
So, whether you knew it or not, these verses are the ones Daniel wanted to highlight. 

VISION OF 
THE  

FOUR 
BEASTS 
VV. 1-8 

INTERP. 
OF THE 

VISION OF 
THE  

FOUR 
BEASTS 
VV. 15-28 

SON OF MAN 
HAS 

DOMINION 
OVER 
EVERY 
NATION 

ETERNALLY 
VV. 9-14 
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Look with me at how this crucial chapter unfolds. Turn with me to Daniel 7. 
 
Daniel 7:1: 
 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions 
in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and related the 
following summary of it. 

 
In chapter 5 we saw the end of the reign of Belshazzar. Chapter 6 dealt with Darius 
who came after Belshazzar. 
 
Now we go back to near the beginning of the reign of Belshazzar. 
 
Chronologically, this chapter fits between chapters 4 and 5. But Daniel put it here for 
a very good reason. 
 
First and foremost – it draws attention to itself. Daniel structured chapters 2 to 7 as a 
unit. He linked it as a chiasm – but this is the only chapter in that section that is out of 
sequence chronologically. 
 
And then chapters 7-12 are once again linked by being in chronological order. 
 
So chapter 7 is highlighted once again as standing out. Daniel wants us to know that 
it is a crucial chapter. 
 
The first year of Belshazzar was 553 BC. In that year, God sent Daniel a vision. What 
was that vision? 
 
Verses 2-3: 
 

Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts were coming up 
from the sea, different from one another.” 

 
The sea in apocalyptic literature consistently refers to the sin and chaos of this fallen 
world. These four great beasts are four kingdoms that arise from the peoples of the 
world in their sinful ungodly state. 
 
The four winds come from the four corners of the world. 
 
While these four beasts refer in the first instance to four specific empires – the sea is 
the entire world – the winds affect the entire world – what happens in these nations is 
representative of what happens throughout the world and in every age. 
 
What do I mean? The point of this vision is that God raised up these nations like 
Babylon and Medo-Persia and Greece. 
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But God also raised up the Incas and Chinese dynasties and the Indian nations. And 
today, the rise and fall of the Nazis and the USSR and fascist regimes – all are under 
the sovereign hand of God. 
 
What happens to these nations is representative of what happens to every nation. 
 
This vision deals with the rise of the empires affecting Palestine – the Holy Land – but 
the point is that every nation in every place and time – rise and fall because God wills 
it. 
 
But here the focus is on these four beasts – each one distinct and different from the 
others. 
 

 
 
Verse 17 tells us that these four beasts represent four kings – four kingdoms. 
 
This vision parallels the vision Daniel had in chapter 2. 
 
The four parts of the statue in Daniel 2 correspond with the four beasts here in chapter 
8. 
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Daniel looked at the first beast. Verse 4: 
 

The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its 
wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on 
two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it. 

 
A winged lion. 
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The first beast was like a lion – but it was a winged lion. 
 
There is no doubt that this represented Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empire. 
 
The lion and the eagle were the symbols of Babylon. 
 
Five times in Jeremiah – Nebuchadnezzar is called a lion. 
 
Four times in various Old Testament books he is called an eagle. 
 
And combining the two – winged lions – was perhaps the best known symbol of 
Babylon. 
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This is the famous statue the “Winged lion of Babylon.” 
 
Archaeologist have found many depictions of a winged lions from ancient Babylon. 
 

 
 
This winged lion is from the Procession Street of Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon: 
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Daniel starts with a symbol that can only mean Babylon – so we understand that each 
of the other beasts are symbols of nations. 
 
But then something amazing happened to this incredibly powerful beast. At the height 
of his powers – his wings were plucked. He was reduced to nothing. 
 
But then he was lifted up – made to stand like a man – and given a human mind. 
 
This is exactly what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
The powerful King was filled with pride. He thought that the might of Babylon was due 
to him. He had to realise that the rise of Babylon was entirely the working of God. 
 
He was humbled – made to eat grass with the cattle for seven years. 
 
Then God restored him – raised him up – and gave him his sanity back. 
 
God humbled the king – God raised him up. 
 
But the might of Babylon was not to last forever. Verse 5: 
 

And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised 
up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus 
they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’ 
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After the first kingdom – a second came. And the indication is that just as God was in 
control of the first kingdom – so the end of Babylon and the raising up of this next 
kingdom was all in God’s sovereign control. 
 
This bear represented the kingdom of Medo-Persia. 
 

 
 
Note several points about this. 
 
One side of the bear is larger than the other. In chapter 8 – Medo-Persia is symbolised 
by a ram with two horns. One horn is larger than the other and comes up later than 
the other. 
 
There the longer horn represents the Persian part of the empire. It replaced the Median 
part in influence and power. 
 
So this bear represents both parts of the Medo-Persian empire. 
 
In its mouth are three ribs it is devouring. 
 
The Medo-Persian empire devoured three other empires – the Lydian empire in 546, 
the Babylonian in 539 and the Egyptian in 525 BC. 
 
This prophecy was made before Medo-Persia rose to power and before these three 
conquests were made. 
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God knew what would happen. This empire would rise to power. Devour other nations. 
Appear strong enough to last forever. 
 
But it wouldn’t. God raised it up. God would bring it down. 
 
The third beast is described in verse 6: 
 

After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on 
its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was 
given to it. 

 
This corresponds to the third part of the statue in chapter 2 – the Greek Empire. 
 
And it is an incredibly accurate description of what happened. 
 
Leopards were a well known symbol of the Greek Empire. 
 

 
 
But this is no ordinary leopard. It is a leopard with four wings and four heads. 
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Leopards are best known for their speed: 
 

 
 
But this leopard is faster than an ordinary leopard – he has four wings. 
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Greece was known for the speed at which it grew to dominate the world. 
 
Alexander the Great began his march to world domination in 334 BC when he invaded 
Asia Minor. 
 
In less than ten years – by the time he was thirty-two – he had conquered the known 
world. He had replaced Medo-Persia and pushed the empire as far as India. 
 
When he had conquered every known land – he wept because there were no more 
places to invade. 
 
It seemed Alexander and his empire would last forever. It didn’t. 
 
Alexander died soon after in 323 BC – and his kingdom was divided into four parts. 
 
The four heads represent four governments. 
 

• Greece and Macedonia under Antipater 
• Thrace and Asia Minor under Lysimachus 
• Asia under Seleucus 
• And Egypt and Palestine under Ptolemy. 

 
This vision was fulfilled in an amazingly accurate way in the kingdom of Alexander and 
the four kings who followed. 
 
But this four headed beast would fall. 
 
And then we come to the fourth and final beast. Verse 7: 
 

After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful 
and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and 
crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from 
all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. 

 
This beast is so terrible – that Daniel can’t even say it is like any known animal. 
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This beast is Rome. It arose after Greece and devoured and crushed the Greek Empire 
– as represented by the iron teeth. This was a cruel powerful empire. Its extent and 
power made it unlike anything that had come before. It devoured empire after empire 
like nothing ever seen before. 
 
The fact that this is the final beast is not to indicate that this beast lasts till the end of 
the world. 
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Rome – the fourth Kingdom dominated the earth. In fact it dominated the earth in such 
a way that most of the other kingdoms that arose later built on what Rome had done. 
 
The Holy Roman Empire, the British Empire, the US – much of the legal, government 
and culture derived from Rome. In a sense the Roman empire leads to all the ones 
that follow. 
 
Rome fell – but its influence remains to this day. But the rise and fall and continuing 
influence of Rome are all in the hand of God. 
 
And on its head were ten horns. Verse 8: 
 

While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came 
up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before 
it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth 
uttering great boasts. 

 
Ten horns – ten kings – and then another one – a little one appears and comes up 
and pulls out three horns. 
 
The eyes signify his brilliance – the mouth uttering great boasts show his pride. 
 
The significance of these ten horns and the little horn is picked up in verses 15-28. 
There we find antichrists and the final great antichrist. 
 
Verses 15-28 are an integral part of this sermon. But they are very complex. These 
verses have some incredibly complex imagery and theology. They deal with the 
antichrist and the plan of God in history. 
 
Last night I sat and tried to fit those verses into this sermon – but realised that if I did 
those verses justice, the sermon would be far too long.  
 
So I am going to finish this morning with verses 9-14. But since these verses are the 
climax of this chapter – indeed the climax of the book – they are fitting way to end this 
message. 
 
And what verses they are. 
 
Just look at these verses with me. Verse 9: 
 

I kept looking  
Until thrones were set up, 

 
This must bring to mind the picture of Revelation 20. The time of judgment when 
thrones are set up. 
 
In Revelation 20 –the saints sit thrones. They are sitting in judgment on the nations 
who persecuted them and denied the Lord. 
 
And then: 
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The Ancient of Days took His seat; 

 
The contrast here is meant to stop us cold. 
 
In verse 8 you have the antichrists who arise from the fourth beast – culminating in the 
final great antichrist. 
 
They utter boasts. They are confident in their strength and power. They are mighty. 
They are powerful. Their kingdom will last. 
 
But as we will see next week – these antichrists come and they go. Antiochus, Nero, 
Hitler, Hussein – they come and go. 
 
And even the final great antichrist will come and he will go. 
 
But God is the Ancient of Days. He existed before the universe was formed. He is 
without beginning – without end – the Alpha and Omega. 
 
This timeless all powerful One – He is the One who takes His seat to judge the nations. 
 

His vesture was like white snow  
 
He is absolutely holy – without spot or blemish. He who is without sin will judge the sin 
of the nations and the antichrists. 
 

And the hair of His head like pure wool. 
 
A symbol of His eternity. He is not like the antichrists and nations that come and go – 
He exists from eternity past. 
 

His throne was ablaze with flames, 
 
Fire is a symbol of judgment. This throne is a place of judgment. 
 

Its wheels were a burning fire. 
 
The wheels of the throne indicate that this judgment extends throughout the face of 
the earth. Every nation in every age will be judged. 
 

A river of fire was flowing 
 
Judgment pours from this throne to consume the nations and these upstart boastful 
antichrists. 
 

And coming out from before Him;  
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, 

 
These are the saints who are with God – and are granted the right to judge the nations 
with the Ancient of Days. 
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And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; 

 
These are the myriads of men and women from every nation who have defied God – 
and now the day of judgment has arrived. 
 

The court sat, 
 
The saints who will judge with God take their place on the thrones that had been set 
up. 
 

And the books were opened. 
 
The record of every deed, every thought, every action. Nothing escapes the Ancient 
of Days. 
 
Verse 11: 
 

Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn 
was speaking; I kept looking until the beast was slain, and its body was 
destroyed and given to the burning fire. 

 
The Book of Revelation fleshes this out in greater detail. 
 
Throughout history – beasts have arisen – antichrists. They will culminate in one final 
great antichrist. 
 
And these antichrists have risen to power. They have scorned the Lord of heaven and 
persecuted His saints. 
 
Antichrist is about to meet his end – and even then he utters his boastful words. 
 
From Cain and Lamech and Nimrod to Stalin and Pol Pot – these blasphemous horns 
have arisen. 
 
Muhammad and Joseph Smith and Reverend Moon – all setting themselves up in 
opposition to the truth. 
 
And one day the culmination of all the beast will arise – Antichrist himself. 
 
But while he is in mid-boast – God will cut him down. 
 
Every antichrist dies. The final antichrist will die. 
 
And they will face judgment. Revelation 20:10: 
 

And the devil who deceived [the saints] was thrown into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. 
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April 30, 1945 – Hitler sat in his Berlin bunker – the Soviet army was closing in. He 
put a gun to his right temple and pulled the trigger. No Nuremburg trials, no earthly 
justice for World War II, the Holocaust, his crimes against humanity. 
 
But the day will come when Hitler will give an account. He will be tried, found wanting 
and cast into the lake of fire forever. 
 
And the saints of all ages will be there. Those who were persecuted and despised. 
They will see justice. 
 
Verse 12: 
 

As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension 
of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time. 

 
In his vision Daniel was watching world history in a nutshell. 
 
The fourth beast in its final stage is followed not by an everlasting kingdom – but by 
the eternal kingdom. 
 
But every other beast – every nation in history rises and then its dominion is taken 
away. 
 
But an extension of life is granted to it. 
 
Babylon fell – but Medo-Persia adopted many of the customs, gods, practices of 
Babylon. 
 
Medo-Persia fell – but Greece adopted many of the customs, gods, practices of Medo-
Persia. 
 
The beasts come and go – but in some way their power lives on – their strength is 
granted to the beasts to come. 
 
But the fall of the beasts is not enough. 
 
If there is no final judgment – if there is no God – if history has no end – then life is 
without meaning. 
 
History is a series of brutal, vicious regimes. 
 
Absolute power corrupts absolutely. 
 
Let me give you a few raw statistics from the first 87 years of the 20th century. 
 
The USSR killed 62 million of its own citizens. 
 
The People’s Republic of China killed 35 million citizens. 
 
Germany killed 21 million citizens. 
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The Kuo Ming Tang when they ruled China killed 10 million citizens. 
 
Add to that Japan – 6 million; Cambodia 2 million; and with between 1 and 2 million – 
Turkey, North Korea, Vietnam, Poland, Mexico, Pakistan, Yugoslavia and Tsarist 
Russia.1 
 
Plus there is a long list of countries who have killed almost a million of their own 
citizens. 
 
Then if you add the figures for the last twenty years – this list will include a host of 
African, South American, Central American, Muslim and post-communist nations. 
 
We know these recent antichrists the best – but they are not new. History has seen a 
long list of antichrists – kings, dictators, popes and generals. 
 
But we must also realise that every government – even the best will have some Satanic 
tentacles in it. 
 
And we know that much of the rage of the beasts was directed toward the church. 
Revelation 12:17: 
 

So the dragon [Satan] was enraged with the woman [the people of God], and 
went off to make war with the rest of her children, who keep the commandments 
of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

 
While we live in a country which has been spared much persecution – the reality is our 
brothers and sisters in Christ are being killed like never before. 
 
The 20th century saw more martyrs than the 19 centuries before it. 
 
But this vision of Daniel tells us three things. 
 
First, these beasts are temporary. In the plan of God – he raises them up – and he 
brings them to naught. None can last. Not the mightiest nation or man will stand. 
 
When I was born – the world had two superpowers – The USA and the USSR. 
 
In my lifetime – I have seen the fall of the USSR as a superpower. 
 
Right now – America is waning and China is rising. 
 
When empires rise – they are so powerful that men think they will last forever. Hitler 
decreed that the Third Reich would stand for a thousand years. It lasted barely more 
than two decades. 
 
Second, these beasts will be judged. None can escape the judgment for their deeds. 
There will be a day of reckoning. 

                                                
1 Cited at http://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/20TH.HTM - last accessed on March 13, 2003. 
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But third, history has a purpose and an end. 
 
Look at verses 13-14: 
 

I kept looking in the night visions,  
And behold, with the clouds of heaven  
One like a Son of Man was coming,  
And He came up to the Ancient of Days  
And was presented before Him. 
And to Him was given dominion,  
Glory and a kingdom,  
That all the peoples, nations and men of every language  
Might serve Him.  
His dominion is an everlasting dominion  
Which will not pass away;  
And His kingdom is one  
Which will not be destroyed.  

 
The temporary, brutal, sinful kingdoms of men – are finally replaced by the eternal, 
glorious, holy kingdom of the Son of Man. And this kingdom will not pass away. 
 
Daniel looked – and coming on the clouds in glory – was one like a Son of Man. 
 
But then comes this amazing scene. He is given dominion and the kingdom and all 
peoples worship Him and the everlasting kingdom is given to Him to rule over. 
 
For a Jew – this has to be stunning. The Ancient of Days is clearly God the Father. All 
the Jewish sources I could find agree that the Son of Man here is the Messiah. 
 
But, this Messiah is accorded rights and privileges that belong to God and God alone. 
 
The God of Scripture who is so zealous He will not share His glory with another – gives 
His kingdom, His glory to this Son of Man. 
 
God who alone is to be worshipped, allows the nations to worship this Son of Man. 
 
Clearly the Son of Man is equal with God. You can’t get around what these verses 
teach. 
 
When Jesus came – this title – Son of Man – was His favourite description of Himself. 
 
So we know who this Son of Man is. We know much more than Daniel did. 
 
We know that He was born of a woman. We know that He lived under one of the beasts 
– Rome. We know that He was persecuted by that beast and finally killed. 
 
But death was not the end. 
 
One day He will return on the clouds. Every eye will see Him and know who He is. 
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Revelation 1:5-7: 
 

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His 
blood—and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—
to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, He is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced 
Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 

 
He will return on the clouds and everyone will know who He is. 
 
The ruler of the kings of the earth. The ruler of an everlasting kingdom. 
 
And at that time – every knee will bow before Him and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus is Lord. 
 
In this book we have seen the folly of the beasts. Nebuchadnezzar thought that it was 
his power that caused Jerusalem to fall. He took the vessels from the Temple as a 
token of his power over the God of Israel. 
 
He set up statues of himself and commanded the worship of men. 
 
He wanted his kingdom to be the one that would last forever. 
 
He boasted of his might and glory. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was the mightiest and most powerful man of his day. But this vision 
puts things in perspective. He was just a man. He would fade like the flowers of the 
field. Whatever he had – God gave to him. 
 
Kings and pharaohs and emperors are nothing to God. 
 
And this man finally came to learn that God and God alone is almighty and worthy of 
worship. 
 
At the end of his life he bowed the knee to God. 
 
Belshazzar – his grandson – walked in his footsteps – challenging God. But he never 
bowed the knee. 
 
But one day he will. One day he will realise he is nothing compared to the Son of Man 
– and then he will be cast into the lake of fire. 
 
Brothers and sisters – these are the most crucial verses in this book because they tell 
us the meaning of life. 
 
History is not pointless. Suffering is not pointless. Our lives are not pointless. 
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You are here for a purpose. God wants you to bow the knee to the Son of Man and 
join Him on those thrones – and enter His eternal kingdom. 
 
From the moment this world came into being – history has moved toward this point. 
 
The establishment of God’s eternal kingdom. Nothing can stop it. Not nuclear war, not 
bird flu pandemics, not the combined might of every nation on this planet. 
 
The power of every sun in the universe is less than a grain of sand on the seashore to 
God. 
 
His kingdom will come. We will sit on thrones with Him. We will enter His eternal 
Kingdom. We will join with the saints of every age in the eternal worship of the One 
who sits on the throne and the Lamb. 
 
That is the climax of history. That is the purpose of life. These verses describe the 
greatest moment in history. 
 
Creation, the crucifixion, the resurrection – all are steps on the way to this moment. 
 
Revelation 5 describes this moment. The moment when all creation cries out: 
 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
might and honour and glory and blessing. 

 
But we are also told how He became worthy. Not by building an earthly empire of 
might. But by being slain and purchasing men from every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation with His blood. 
 
Babylon, Greece, Rome, Britain, the USSR – all are steps pointing the way to a 
Kingdom without end. A perfect Kingdom. 
 
That Kingdom will come. 
 
But how will you see the coming of this Kingdom? That is the question the book of 
Daniel begs you to ask. 
 
If you love Jesus – it will be the greatest time of rejoicing. The time when tears are 
ended, questions answered, pain is over. It will be the time of your eternal reward. 
 
You will join Christ on thrones. You will see the beasts judged. And you will enter 
eternity. 
 
But if you have never trusted Jesus – then this will be the time of your greatest tragedy. 
 
You will realise you missed the whole point of your life – the whole point of history. 
And for that – you will bear the full weight of your sins in judgment. 
 
You will be the one judged. You will stand shoulder to shoulder with the beasts. 
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But it need not be so. 
 
The blood of Christ can avail for you. Trust Him. Love Him. Join Him. And worship 
Him. 


