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THE CHOICE OF KINGS 
(Daniel 8:1-27  November 20, 2005) 

 
One of my favourite books is George Orwell’s Animal Farm. 
 
I am sure you know the basic story. The animals of the farm are organised by the pig 
– Old Major – into a force that overthrows the farmer – Mr Jones. 
 
The animals then decide they can run the farm fairly with all animals as equals. But, 
slowly the pigs under the leadership of Napoleon rise to rule the farm. 
 
And finally, Napoleon and the pigs – become even worse masters than Mr Jones. 
 
Orwell’s book was a parable of the Russian Revolution – but it could have been the 
story of a thousand civilisations. 
 
The recurring story of world history – is a tyrant is overthrown – hope of a better society 
rises up briefly – only to have a worse tyrant rise up in his place. 
 
Men keep hoping for Utopia – a good and fair leader. 
 
But if history has taught us anything it is that even the best rulers in history have been 
flawed. 
 
The best of men are but men at best. If our hope is in this world – then we are destined 
for disappointment. 
 
If all we had was the record of history – our hope for this world would be vain. But we 
have more than the record of history – we have the promise of God that one day – this 
cycle of flawed leaders will end – and the one truly good ruler – God Himself will come 
to set up a Kingdom that will never end. 
 
This is a recurring theme in the book of Daniel. 
 
In Daniel 7 we saw this rise and fall of the beasts – leading to the coming of the Son 
of Man – Jesus Christ – who will reign in peace and righteousness – forever. 
 
This morning we come to Daniel 8 – and this whole chapter focuses on just two of the 
nations of world history – Medo-Persia and Greece – and one King – Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. 
 
At first glance you wonder why God wanted to focus on this portion of world history. 
The answer comes a little later in this message. 
 
As we start chapter 8 – let me remind you of something that is not immediately obvious. 
This is the point in the book where the language changes from Aramaic – the language 
of Babylon – to Hebrew – the language of Israel. 
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From this point on – the focus of the book is God’s dealings with His chosen people. 
What lies in store for the people of God. 
 
To see what God has for us to learn – please turn to Daniel 8:1: 
 

In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, I, Daniel, had a vision, after the one 
that had already appeared to me.  

 
The third year of King Belshazzar’s reign would have been 550BC. At this point in 
world history Cyrus, the King of Persia, was just taking over the kingdom of Media. But 
it was less than twelve years before Cyrus would overthrow Babylon itself. 
 
Verse 2: 
 

In my vision I saw myself in the citadel of Susa in the province of Elam; in the 
vision I was beside the Ulai Canal.  

 
Susa would later become the administrative capital of the Medo-Persian empire – so 
in a vision about this empire – it is fitting that Daniel see himself there in the vision. 
 
Remember – this vision comes in 550 BC. Babylon is the unchallenged ruler of the 
known world. 
 
Cyrus was only just uniting Persia with Media – and at this time it was a small power 
compared to Babylon. 
 
No one would have given credence to the thought that within a dozen years Babylon 
would fall. Babylon seemed invincible. 
 
But God raises up rulers and brings them down. 
 
Verse 3: 
 

I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside 
the canal, and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other 
but grew up later. 

 
We are told later in the vision that the ram represents the kingdom of Medo-Persia. 
This is fitting as the King of Persia had as his personal emblem – the head of a ram. 
 
From the vision of Daniel 7, we know that Babylon falls to Medo-Persia. Something 
unthinkable – yet history shows it happened. 
 
This ram has two horns. One grows later than the other and grows larger. 
 
The kingdom of Media grew to power first. Persia was a very small country. But under 
Cyrus – it grew in power – eventually taking over Media – and becoming the larger 
and more powerful of the two parts of the empire. 
 
Verse 4: 
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I watched the ram as he charged toward the west and the north and the south. 
No animal could stand against him, and none could rescue from his power. He 
did as he pleased and became great. 

 
We know that under Cyrus – Medo-Persia conquered all the surrounding lands to the 
west, north and south. Other kingdoms tried to oppose him but were simply swept 
away. 
 
Among these kingdoms was Babylon in 539 BC. 
 
So Medo-Persia grew to prominence and now this kingdom looked invincible. Who 
could oppose it? 
 
But God raises up kings and kingdoms and God brings them down. 
 
Verse 5: 
 

As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between 
his eyes came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the 
ground. 

 
We are told later that the goat represents the kingdom of Greece and the prominent 
horn is Alexander the Great. 
 

 
 
This is the third set of symbolism for these same two nations. 
 
In Daniel 2 the chest and arms of sliver represented Medo-Persia. In Chapter 7 it was 
represented by the bear and now in chapter 8 by the ram. 
 
In Daniel 2 the belly and things of bronze represented Greece. In Chapter 7 it was 
represented by the leopard and now in chapter 8 by the goat. 
 
Just as Daniel is watching this vision unfold and thinking who could possibly stand 
against the power and might of the ram of Medo-Persia? Then along comes this goat. 
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He comes from the west – where Greece lies. He crossed the whole earth without 
touching the ground. 
 
Alexander seemed to conquer the whole world in an incredibly short space of time. 
 
Verses 6-7: 
 

He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and 
charged at him in great rage. I saw him attack the ram furiously, striking the ram 
and shattering his two horns. The ram was powerless to stand against him; the 
goat knocked him to the ground and trampled on him, and none could rescue 
the ram from his power. 

 

 
 
This goat is unusual – it has a single horn – it attacks and overpowers the ram. 
 
Alexander became king in 336 BC when he was only twenty. In 334 BC he attacked 
Medo-Persia. 
 
He won every battle he took on and within three years – he had completely conquered 
Medo-Persia and indeed the whole Near East. 
 
Verse 8: 
 

The goat became very great, but at the height of his power his large horn was 
broken off, and in its place four prominent horns grew up toward the four winds 
of heaven.  

 
In less than ten years – by the time he was thirty-two – Alexander had conquered the 
known world. He had pushed the empire as far as India. His empire extended over 1.5 
million square miles. 
 
When he had conquered every known land – he wept because there were no more 
places to invade. 
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Alexander didn’t lose battles. Who could stand against this king? It seemed Alexander 
and his empire would last forever. 
 
But God raises kings up and brings them down. 
 
At the height of his power, Alexander died suddenly and unexpectedly in 323 BC. He 
left two sons – Alexander IV and Herakles – both were murdered. 
 
The empire fell into a period of infighting and struggle. The end result was that his 
kingdom was divided into four parts – under four of Alexander’s generals. 
 

• Greece and Macedonia under Antipater 
• Thrace and Asia Minor under Lysimachus 
• Asia under Seleucus 
• And Egypt and Palestine under Ptolemy. 

 
These are the four horns spreading to the four corners of the empire. 
 
The point of these verses is obvious. 
 
Three kingdoms – Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece. 
 
Each kingdom seemed to arrive out of nowhere. Insignificant countries that blossomed 
to dominate the known world and which seemed at one point to be invincible. They 
seemed unmovable and would stay unchallenged forever. 
 
But they were all under the direct power of God. In a short period of time – God raised 
them up and then brought them down and raised up another kingdom. 
 
And as for the Kings themselves – consider that at the height of his power, the mighty 
Nebuchadnezzar was brought down to eat grass for seven years and at the height of 
his power, as a young man, Alexander the Great died. God raises up kings and brings 
them to nothing. 
 
Kings, kingdoms, the shape of history – all are under the sovereign hand of God. That 
much is clear. 
 
No nation can stay in the place of supremacy by its might. 
 
When I lived in America – I shook my head at many of the statements I heard. Some 
Christians were of the view that God had raised America to power – and they were a 
special nation and would stay a world force forever because the Puritan founding 
fathers set the nation up as a Christian nation. 
 
Well, that shows a distinct lack of understanding of the sin of man and biblical history. 
 
Yes, God raised that nation up – but it is not a distinctly Christian nation and have no 
doubt that God will bring it down in its time. No nation, no King, no people will remain 
a world force forever. 
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Only the final kingdom – the kingdom of Christ will last forever. 
 
Don’t pour your hopes into nations and political processes and men – set your hope 
on Christ and Christ alone. 
 
But now – the focus of the vision narrows down to one particular King. 
 
Verse 9: 
 

Out of one of the four horns came another horn, which started small but grew 
in power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 

 
I told you that Alexander’s empire was divided into four parts – under four of his 
generals. 
 

• Greece and Macedonia under Antipater 
• Thrace and Asia Minor under Lysimachus 
• Asia under Seleucus 
• And Egypt and Palestine under Ptolemy. 

 
Two of these empires were significant for biblical history. The Ptolemaic dynasty took 
control of Egypt in the south and the Seleucids in the north in Syria. 
 
And right between them is Israel. And control of Palestine passed back and forth 
between these empires. 
 
In 198 B.C. Antiochus III, king of Syria, conquered Judea. He allowed religious and 
national autonomy for the Jews. 
 
But the situation changed radically in 175 B.C. with the rise to power of Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. 
 
He was a man devoid of decency. He started small. He was not the heir to the throne. 
His nephew – the son of his older brother was the rightful heir. But through bribery, 
flattery and treachery he usurped the throne from his nephew. 
 
Having gained the throne – he wanted to enlarge his kingdom, so he set out on 
conquests – to the south in Egypt and the east – Persia, Parthia and Armenia. 
 
And this little horn grew rapidly in power. 
 
But then – he set his eyes on the Beautiful Land – Palestine. The land that was 
beautiful in the eyes of God. 
 
Verse 10: 
 

It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry 
host down to the earth and trampled on them. 
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Antiochus was a passionate pagan and hated the Jews for their faith in God. He 
wanted to wipe out the Jews either by turning them into good Greeks or if they resisted, 
he would genocide them. 
 
He had no fear of God and when he had grown in power, he set himself up in 
opposition to God and the people of God. He killed many Jews. 
 
Verses 11-12: 
 

It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily 
sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. Because of 
rebellion, the host of the saints and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It 
prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground.  

 
Antiochus grew in his own estimation until he felt able to oppose God himself. He 
proclaimed himself as great as God – the One who is true Prince of the people of 
Israel. 
 
He set about destroying the religion of Israel. 
 
He made it a capital offence to own any part of the Jewish Scriptures or to practice 
any Jewish ceremony such as observing the Sabbath or circumcising a son. 
 
He had the godly High Priest – Onias III murdered and installed Onias’ younger brother 
– Jason – as High Priest. Jason was a man Antiochus could easily manipulate. 
 
It all came to a head in 168 BC. Antiochus had tried to conquer Alexandria – but had 
been turned back by the Romans. In his frustration – he attacked Jerusalem. He 
slaughtered eighty thousand men, women, children and infants. 
 
He entered the Temple and ransacked its riches. 
 
His first act was to erect an altar to Zeus in the Temple area. 
 
He then desecrated the Temple by sacrificing a pig – an unclean animal on the altar – 
and dedicated the Temple to Zeus. Acts he knew would infuriate the Jews. 
 
The Jews called the idol of Zeus – the abomination of desolation. 
 
Antiochus thought that if he could sever the Jews from their religion – he could turn 
them into good Greeks. 
 
And Antiochus prospered – it seemed that nothing could stop him or oppose him. The 
truth of God – the worship of God seemed to be thrown to the ground. 
 
Who could stop this madman? 
 
But what Daniel makes clear is that it is not Antiochus who will control the events of 
history – but God. Verses 13-14: 
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Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How long 
will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, 
the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of 
the host that will be trampled underfoot?” He said to me, “It will take 2,300 
evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated.”  

 
It is God who decided the time Antiochus would be given to oppress the people of 
Israel. 
 
It is God who decreed when that persecution would end. 
 
God is in control. 
 
How long? God decreed 2,300 evenings and mornings – a standard way of saying – 
2,300 days. 
 
It is possible that like so many numbers in Daniel – 2,300 days are to be taken 
symbolically for the period God sets for an antichrist to have power. 
 
But at least in the case of Antiochus it seems to be more exact. The date of the 
persecution of the Jews was commonly marked by the murder of the High Priest Onias 
III in the fall of 170 BC. Until this time Antiochus had seemed to be following the 
tolerant path of his father. 
 
2,300 days after the death of Onias brings us to December 164 BC – the time when 
the Temple was reconsecrated. 
 
Either way – the point is clear – the reign of the beasts is in the hands and control of 
God Himself. 
 
Then we come to a detailed explanation of the vision. 
 
Verses 15-16: 
 

While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there before 
me stood one who looked like a man. And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai 
calling, “Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.”  

 
A voice – almost certainly God’s – instructed the angel Gabriel to interpret the vision 
for Daniel. 
 
Verse 17: 
 

As he came near the place where I was standing, I was terrified and fell 
prostrate. “Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns the 
time of the end.”  

 
God had spoken and Daniel was petrified. 
 
Note that this vision concerns the time of the end. I will come back to this later. 
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Verse 18: 
 

While he was speaking to me, I was in a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. 
Then he touched me and raised me to my feet. 

 
While he received this vision – Daniel was in a deep sleep. At this point he was roused 
and brought to his feet. 
 
Verse 19: 
 

He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, 
because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.” 

 
Again – I will deal with this verse later. 
 
Verses 20-22: 
 

The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 
The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes is 
the first king. The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent 
four kingdoms that will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power.  

 
Remember – this vision was given to Daniel in 550 BC. Medo-Persia was just 
beginning to rise. Greece wasn’t even a blip on the radar. Alexander couldn’t have 
been imagined. 
 
But these events came to pass in exact detail. God orchestrated world history 
according to His timetable. 
 
Verse 23: 
 

In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a 
stern-faced king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 

 
This is exactly what happened. Toward the end of the Greek empire – in a time of 
lawlessness – Antiochus IV Epiphanes – a harsh, stern king rose to power through 
political intrigue. 
 
Verse 24 
 

He will become very strong, but not by his own power. 
 
When Antiochus rose to power in 175 BC – the Seleucids were a weak Kingdom. 
Antiochus went on a military campaign that brought them to world prominence. I am 
sure Antiochus thought this was due to his brilliance and leadership. 
 
But notice that this did not happen by his own power. God revealed years before that 
He would raise Antiochus up for His purposes. 
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Antiochus did not rise to power because of his brilliance and ability – but because God 
saw fit to use him as an example. God raised him up. Without the will of God he would 
not have come to the thrown or to world power. 
 
In the days of Antiochus – when the Jews were being persecuted mercilessly – God 
wanted them to know – He was still in control. He raised Antiochus up – He would 
bring him down. 
 

He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. 
 
Because God so willed it – Antiochus would prosper – his armies would be victorious 
– he would rise to prominence. He would seem invincible. 
 

He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people.  
 
He will conquer kings and rulers as well as the people of God. 
 
But again – all of this is in the will of God Himself. 
 
Verse 25: 
 

He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. 
 
By deceit, he will prosper. 
 
And as his power grew so did his pride. He had coins minted which held his image 
and the title – Theos Epiphanes – God manifest. 
 
Antiochus came to see himself as the greatest man on earth – the earthly 
representative of the gods – a figure of reverence and honour. 
 
He also took the title – The Illustrious One. 
 

When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the 
Prince of princes. 

 
Antiochus initially appeared to be a ruler who would rule well and fairly. A man who 
would allow Israel their worship as Antiochus’ father had done. 
 
But this did not last long. He attacked Palestine and opposed God himself. 
 
He desecrated the Temple, stopped all worship, forbade the keeping of the Law and 
the sacrifices and the Feasts. 
 
Antiochus rose from obscurity to world prominence. 
 
He saw it as a result of his own abilities – Daniel’s vision tells us it is only because 
God so willed it. 
 
And in case we missed the hand of God. 
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Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power.  

 
Antiochus rose to power because God raised Him up. Antiochus will fall – not by the 
agency of men – but because God chooses to bring Him down. 
 
There would be a time when men would ask – who could oppose this King? 
 
The Jews had no army, no king, no hope of opposing Antiochus. 
 
But God had decreed – 2,300 mornings and evenings and then the sanctuary will be 
reconsecrated. 
 
God raised Antiochus up – God would bring him down. 
 
In 167 BC God raised up a group of men who began a rebellion against Antiochus. It 
began with an unlikely leader – an old priest by the name of Mattathias. 
 
One of Antiochus’ emissaries came to the little village of Modein and as he had done 
elsewhere, he forced a Jew to offer a pagan sacrifice on an altar with all the villagers 
watching. 
 
Mattathias could not stand this. He picked up his spear and slew the man on the altar. 
Then he also killed the emissary and tore down the altar. Mattathias then called out to 
those around him: “Let everyone who has zeal for the Torah and who stands by the 
covenant follow me!” So he and his sons and a few villagers fled to the mountains, 
leaving everything they had in the city. 
 
He had five sons. The most famous was his fourth son – Judas Maccabee – Judas the 
Hammer. Judas took over the leadership of this group of fighters and they adopted the 
motto: Who is like you among the gods, O Lord? – this was a Hebrew acrostic for the 
word Maccabee. 
 
They had faith in God – despite the fact that humanly speaking their rebellion was 
doomed – they trusted in God. 
 
They became the Maccabean warriors. They fought using guerrilla warfare tactics. Hit 
and run. And as they gained victories, more and more Jews joined the cause. 
 
Even today Josephus’ account of this revolt is read by those training for the army 
because it is the first known account of guerrilla warfare. 
 
And incredibly, these untrained priests and villagers and ordinary men had victory after 
victory. With God’s help they overcame Antiochus and his army. 
 
Finally, by the end of 164 BC – three and a half years after the start of this period of 
conflict between the Jews and the forces of Antiochus – the Jews had won. 
 
In December of 164 BC – the Temple was reconsecrated and the Law was reinstituted. 
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This was a defining moment for the nation. To this day, it remains one of the most 
important events in Jewish history. The celebration of Hanukah commemorates this 
victory and the rededication of the Temple. 
 
God overcame the enemy. Against all odds – God enabled His people to prevail. 
 
Even Antiochus’s death was not through human power. 
 
In 163 BC word reached him in Persia saying that the Jewish rebellion had crushed 
his army in Palestine and Antiochus fell into a depression that led to his death. 
 
God raised Him up – God brought Him down. 
 
The Jews sinned – therefore God sent them into exile under Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
They were overshadowed by Medo-Persia and Greece – but these nations did not 
overtly persecute them like Antiochus. 
 
But this chapter is very clear – God raises up and brings down every nation – including 
the beasts who target the people of God. 
 
God is sovereign even over this. 
 
Verse 26: 
 

The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but 
seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future. 

 
God set the time in which Antiochus would have his day – 2,300 mornings and 
evenings. This prophecy was to be sealed up – preserved for future generations. 
 
They had to know that God was in control. 
 
And indeed, this prophecy came to pass exactly as God said. 
 
But notice a few things. 
 
In this verse we are told: 
 

Seal up the vision, for it concerns the distant future. 
 
Antiochus was nearly 400 years after the time of Daniel. 
 
But what about verse 17: 
 

“Son of man,” he said to me, “understand that the vision concerns the time of 
the end.”  

 
And verse 19: 
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He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, 
because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.” 

 
There is no doubt that this vision refers to Antiochus IV Epiphanes and the events of 
170 to 164 BC. 
 
That is not the time of the end. So what is going on? Why this whole chapter focusing 
on this one King – Antiochus? 
 
As we saw in chapter 7 and will see when we come to chapter 9 and chapter 11 – 
what we find is this. Antiochus IV Epiphanes becomes a template, an example, a 
historical picture of all the antichrists of world history – leading to the final Antichrist. 
 
In Daniel 9 and 11 and in passages like the Olivet Discourse – the life of Antiochus is 
used as an example of what the life of the final Antichrist is like. 
 
So in this way – the passage does reach to the end times. God chose to focus on one 
beast as an example of al the beasts to come. 
 
Notice as well that verse 19 speaks of the time of wrath. This is the wrath of God. 
 
Antiochus fell because he opposed God. Antichrist will fall because he opposes God. 
All who oppose God will face His wrath. 
 
Verse 27: 
 

I, Daniel, was exhausted and lay ill for several days. Then I got up and went 
about the king’s business. I was appalled by the vision; it was beyond 
understanding.  

 
This vision was emotionally wearing for Daniel. The seventy years prophesied by 
Jeremiah was coming to an end – but instead of Messiah coming to set up His glorious 
kingdom – Israel would have to suffer from beasts like Antiochus. 
 
The thought made Daniel ill. He finally recovered enough to go back to serving the 
King. 
 
Since Antiochus was centuries away from being born – Daniel could grasp the overall 
thrust of the vision – but the details lay beyond his understanding. 
 
So what are we to make of this account of the little horn – Antiochus IV Epiphanes? 
 
First, we need to know that God is sovereign. 
 
Many Christians have suffered and are suffering in this world at the hands of beasts. 
But this is all in God’s plan for this world. He is sovereign. No beast rises to power but 
God wills it. 
 
He has allowed these beasts a time to reign. Their time is short. God is in control. God 
will bring those beasts down. And finally, God will bless His faithful people. 
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Every nation has historical events in its history that are touchstones that shape the 
nation. 
 
For example in the US –the revolutionary War and the civil war are the stuff from which 
the nation was carved. The US of today was forged in those conflicts. 
 
Our own country – Australia – looks to the events of Gallipoli for the themes that 
shaped as a nation. 
 
The nation of Israel has many touchstones – the Babylonian Exile, the fall of 
Jerusalem, the Diaspora, the holocaust – but perhaps the single event that most 
defined the nation – was the persecution of Antiochus IV Epiphanes and rebellion 
under Judas Maccabee that led to their freedom. 
 
Antiochus opposed them because they were the people of God. They suffered intense 
persecution – because they were the people of God. 
 
But centuries before Antiochus rose, God had prophesied of his coming and God had 
set the limits of Antiochus’ power. When his time was up – God brought Him down and 
restored Israel. 
 
This picture of manifest destiny – Israel against the world – Israel opposed by beasts 
– but God preserving them against all odds – this has shaped their destiny. 
 
But it is not just Israel who has to be shaped. It is every child of God. 
 
The picture we get from Daniel is this. From Eden to the New Jerusalem, human 
history is a battle between the Lamb and the Beast. And regardless of the ebb and 
flow of the battle – Daniel tells us that the Lamb is always in total control and the Lamb 
will win. 
 
Even when beasts rise to power – their power is granted to them by God. He raises 
them up and He brings them down. 
 
These verses have been a comfort to the persecuted church in every age. God is in 
control – not the beasts. The Lamb will win. The people of God will triumph. 
 
But there is also an unspoken question that shouts from these pages. It is this – which 
King have you chosen? 
 
The beasts call for your allegiance – but so does the Lamb. 
 
Are you on the side of the beasts or the Lamb? 
 
Who do you want as King? Israel had God as their King – but they wanted a King like 
the nations – they got Saul and a whole slew of Kings who were flat out wicked. 
 
The Kings of this world are flawed. Not all of them are as bad as Antiochus – but one 
quick glance at the history books shows that we have had our share. 



 15 

 
Consider this sampling of names from the 20th century – Stalin, Mao, Hitler, Tojo, 
Mussolini, Pol Pot, Idi Amin, Mugabe, Tito, Ceausescu, Hussein, Khomeini, Kim Il 
Song, Menghitsu, Suharto, Milosevic, Franco, Pinochet, Marcos – this is just a small 
sampling from a list I found of the 50 worst dictators and oppressors of the 20th century. 
 
But some may ask, aren’t there good rulers in whom we can put our hope? 
 
Then pick the greatest leaders of the 20th century – Churchill, Roosevelt, Menzies – 
all were flawed men – deeply flawed. 
 
History shows us – no man will rule without fault. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. 
 
So again, the question of Daniel is this – who is your King? Have you chosen the 
flawed Kings of this world – or have you chosen the Son of Man to be your King? 
 
The Kings of this world cannot be trusted – they will turn on you. Their power is short. 
Their time is short. 
 
And to choose them is to choose a future without hope. The Lamb will come and 
destroy them and cast them into the lake of fire – and if you are not in the Lamb – you 
will join them. 
 
But there is another choice. You can choose the Lamb – the Son of God – Jesus. 
 
Jesus who sacrificed the glory of heaven to become a man. Jesus who gave Himself 
for us. 
 
The One who is powerful beyond words. He guides the pages of history. He raises up 
the minor Kings. He brings them down. 
 
And One day – history will end – and all men will fall into two groups. 
 

Those who belong to the Lamb – who will enter a glorious future. 
 
Those who belong to the Beast – who will suffer eternally. 

 
This vision given to Daniel predicted the career of Antiochus in extraordinary detail 
almost 400 years before he came to power. 
 
As we will see next week – Daniel predicted the events at the time of Christ. And for 
those of faith it predicts events at the end of history. 
 
The day of judgment will come. 
 
So who have you chosen? 
 
If you haven’t chosen Christ – by default I tell you – you have chosen the beasts – and 
they will disappoint – now and eternally. 
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You need to know – history doesn’t just happen – Jesus has chosen the path history 
will take. The rise of every nation – the fall of every King. 
 
And He has chosen for history to end in a great day of judgment – followed by heaven 
or hell. 
 
Choose well. 
 
And for us who have chosen Christ – rejoice – this world is not all there is – the 
Kingdom of the Son of Man is coming – this cycle of beasts will end – and we will enter 
eternity – to worship the Lamb forever. 


