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THE PERFECT SABBATH 
 (Daniel 9:1-27  November 27, 2005) 

 
This morning we come to a passage that is one of the most fascinating – and at the 
same time – one of the hardest passages in all of Scripture. 
 
This is not an easy sermon to preach – or to listen to. This passage has illusions and 
references to a many, many of Old Testament passages that we need to turn to if we 
are to understand this passage. 
 
It is perhaps the most famous prophetic passage in Scripture – and it possibly has 
more suggested interpretations than any other passage. 
 
So while this is no doubt a difficult passage, I do what to say that if you persevere, if 
you stay with me – when all the dross is stripped away, the message of this passage 
– is one of the most encouraging in Scripture. 
 
To set the scene, I want you to imagine you are in Jerusalem in 605 BC. 
 
For years the nation of Judah had been in serious sin. 
 
For years the prophets had kept crying out for Judah to repent. Chief among those 
voices was Jeremiah. 
 
But finally, the unrepentant sin of the people meant God had to act – and He did. 
 
Turn with me if you will to Jeremiah chapter 25. 
 
Look at Jeremiah 25:1-11. This prophecy was given in the year 605 BC: 
 

The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, which was the first year of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 
 
So Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of Judah and to all those living 
in Jerusalem: For twenty-three years—from the thirteenth year of Josiah son of 
Amon king of Judah until this very day—the word of the LORD has come to me 
and I have spoken to you again and again, but you have not listened. And 
though the LORD has sent all his servants the prophets to you again and again, 
you have not listened or paid any attention. They said, “Turn now, each of you, 
from your evil ways and your evil practices, and you can stay in the land the 
LORD gave to you and your fathers for ever and ever. Do not follow other gods 
to serve and worship them; do not provoke me to anger with what your hands 
have made. Then I will not harm you.” “But you did not listen to me,” declares 
the LORD, “and you have provoked me with what your hands have made, and 
you have brought harm to yourselves.” 
 
Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my 
words, I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant 
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,” declares the LORD, “and I will bring them 
against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I 
will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and 
an everlasting ruin. I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the 
voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the 
lamp. This whole country will become a desolate wasteland. 

 
Soon after this prophecy, the armies of Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem exactly 
as God had said. 
 
In 605 BC Nebuchadnezzar placed Palestine under his authority. 
 
In 603 BC he carted off many of the nobles of Judah including a young man named 
Daniel. 
 
In 597-598 BC he carted off the king, the queen, 10,000 of the leading citizens 
including the priestly aristocracy, a vast amount of booty and the treasures of the 
Temple. Among those taken to Babylon was a twenty-five year old priest by the name 
of Ezekiel. 
 
This prophecy reached its conclusion in 586 BC – Jerusalem fell. The Temple was 
destroyed. The final exiles were carted off into captivity. 
 
These were the long years of exile in a foreign land. 
 
This was the time of Psalm 137 where the Psalmist wrote: 
 

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion. … How 
can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?  

 
Now fast forward to 539 BC. 
 
Darius the Mede had just overthrown Babylon. It is sixty-six years since Jeremiah 
uttered his prophecy. 
 
And why is that important? We keep reading in Jeremiah. Jeremiah 25:11-12: 
 

And these nations – Judah and the lands around it – will serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish 
the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt,” 
declares the LORD. 

 

 

Jeremiah 25 605 BC
Babylon Falls 539 BC

66 years
70 years is approaching
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539 BC is sixty-six years after Jeremiah’s prophecy. It is coming up to seventy years. 
 
Babylon had fallen to Medo-Persia under Cyrus and been enslaved – Just as Jeremiah 
had predicted. 
 
Israel went into captivity as God said it would. Babylon fell as God said it would. What 
else did God would say would happen? 
 
The prophecy of Jeremiah continued. 
 
In Jeremiah 28 the false prophet Hananiah had said that God was about to break the 
yoke of Babylon and bring the exiles back within two years. 
 
But in chapter 29 – Jeremiah put them straight. 
 
Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in Babylon and told them – don’t get your hopes up about 
leaving soon. Settle down there in Babylon – build houses, plant gardens have 
children. Babylon is where you will live – so pray for the peace and prosperity of 
Babylon. 
 
I said 70 years – I meant 70 years. 
 
But, God would bring them back one day. 
 
Look at Jeremiah 29:10: 
 

This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, 
I will come to you and fulfil my gracious promise to bring you back to this 
place. 

 
Before Nebuchadnezzar attacked – God said – the nation would have 70 years of 
exile. The seventy years was almost up. And God said He would return the nation from 
exile. 
 
What else did God say? 
 
Look at chapter 30 verses 1-3: 
 

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: “This is what the LORD, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Write in a book all the words I have spoken to you. The 
days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will bring my people Israel and 
Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave their forefathers 
to possess,’ says the LORD.” 

 
And what will happen in those days? 
 
The people of God will be blessed in incredible ways. Including: 
 

Verse 8: They will never again be enslaved. 
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Verse 9: The Messiah – a King from the line of David will rule over them. 
 
And on to chapter 31: 
 
God will gather His people from the lands and there will be incredible rejoicing. 
 
And verses 31-34 – God will declare His new covenant with His people. 
 
And this whole section ends with verse 40: 
 

The city will never again be uprooted or demolished. 
 
Wow! 
 
Now consider that you are Daniel. You know the word of God. It has nourished your 
soul for every day of your captivity. 
 
You know the seventy years is almost up. 
 
God promised to return His people to the land. 
 
But Daniel had to be somewhat confused. It seemed from Jeremiah that after the 70 
years of exile Messiah would come and the kingdom would be set up. 
 
But in passages like Daniel 2 and 7 – God had made it clear – the beasts must come 
– many worldly kingdoms will come before the eternal kingdom of the Son of Man. 
 
So Daniel took it to the Lord in prayer. Turn with me to Daniel 9. 
 
Look at Daniel 9 verses 1-2: 
 

In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made 
ruler over the Babylonian kingdom—in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 
understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to 
Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy 
years. 

 
Darius – who is probably Cyrus himself – became King in 539 BC. Somewhere in his 
first year of rule – probably around 538 BC – Daniel was reading the prophecy of 
Jeremiah and was reminded that the seventy years was basically up. 
 
Verse 3: 
 

So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in 
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.  

 
I find this verse fascinating. God promised that He would restore the people after 
seventy years. Daniel doesn’t just say: 
 

God, You promised to restore us – I trust you to keep your word. 



 5 

 
Daniel is more biblical. 
 
Basically he says – God we are sinners – we deserve nothing – but so that your glory 
might be seen – I beg You – have mercy on us and do as You said. 
 
Daniel prayed. Daniel 9:4-6: 
 

I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great and awesome 
God, who keeps his covenant of love with all who love him and obey his 
commands, we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have 
rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. We have not 
listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, 
our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.” 

 
Daniel’s first thought was to praise God and to confess the sin of the nation. 
 
Daniel knew that if Israel received anything – it was only because of the covenant 
mercy of God. They did not nor could not merit any blessing – but because God chose 
them as the people of His love – God would honour His covenant. 
 
They deserved this exile for their persistent sin and rebellion. They did not deserve to 
return. 
 
Verses 7-11: 
 

“Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the men of 
Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the 
countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. O 
LORD, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered with shame 
because we have sinned against you. The Lord our God is merciful and 
forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; we have not obeyed the 
LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. 
All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.” 

 
God is righteous in all He has done. His judgments are true and good. 
 
We are covered in shame. Our sin is evident. 
 
But Daniel knows – if they are to be restored – it will be because of the mercy of God. 
 
Verses 11-14: 
 

“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the 
servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against 
you. You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by 
bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been 
done like what has been done to Jerusalem. Just as it is written in the Law of 
Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, yet we have not sought the favour 
of the LORD our God by turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 
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The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the LORD our God 
is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.” 

 
Daniel knew the Scriptures. Centuries earlier – Israel had stood on the verge of 
entering the Promised Land. And through the Law given to Moses – God had promised 
them great blessing if they were obedient. 
 
But, He promised them judgment and disaster if they turned away from the Lord. 
 
Deuteronomy 28:15 
 

If you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his 
commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon 
you and overtake you. 

 
And among those curses we find these. 
 
Verses 49-52: 
 

The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the 
earth, like an eagle swooping down … They will lay siege to all the cities 
throughout your land until the high fortified walls in which you trust fall down. 
They will besiege all the cities throughout the land the LORD your God is giving 
you.  

 
Verses 64-65: 
 

Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to 
the other. … Among those nations you will find no repose, no resting place for 
the sole of your foot. There the LORD will give you an anxious mind, eyes weary 
with longing, and a despairing heart.  

 
Daniel knew the Scriptures and in his prayer he basically says – we sinned against 
you, you warned us what would happen and we thoroughly deserved every 
punishment that befell us. 
 
But, Daniel also knew that God always stands ready to welcome the repentant sinner. 
 
Verses 15-19: 
 

“Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have 
sinned, we have done wrong. O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, 
turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. 
Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people 
an object of scorn to all those around us. Now, our God, hear the prayers and 
petitions of your servant. For your sake, O Lord, look with favour on your 
desolate sanctuary. Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the 
desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you 
because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, listen! O 
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Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, 
because your city and your people bear your Name.”  

 
O Lord – you delivered us from Egypt for the glory of your name. 
 
Have mercy on us and deliver us – not because we deserve it – but because we are 
your people and your mercy will bring glory to your name. 
 
This prayer is so biblical. It is an appeal to the glory of God as shown in His mercy on 
sinful people. 
 
Have mercy on sinners O God. 
 
But then – verses 20-23: 
 

While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people 
Israel and making my request to the LORD my God for his holy hill—while I was 
still in prayer, Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in 
swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. He instructed me and said to 
me, “Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. As soon 
as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for 
you are highly esteemed. Therefore, consider the message and understand the 
vision”:  

 
Here is Daniel – one of the greatest and godliest men of all time. He is a prophet of 
God. 
 
But, Daniel didn’t understand every aspect of the revelations given to him – and when 
he came to prophecies given to others – he didn’t understand every aspect. 
 
A straightforward reading of Jeremiah 29-31 would lead you to think that the return, 
the coming of Messiah and the establishment of the Kingdom was about to occur. 
 
But God had also given Daniel visions – Daniel 2 and 7 – Daniel knew that there would 
be a time of beasts and antichrists – the kingdom was not about to be set up. 
 
So what did the prophecy of Jeremiah mean? When would those prophecies of 
Messiah and the Kingdom be fulfilled? 
 
Because Daniel is so well regarded an angel is despatched to give Daniel an 
understanding of Jeremiah’s prophecy. 
 
And what is that understanding? 
 
Verses 24-27: 
 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 
transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the 
most holy. Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore 
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and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be 
seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, 
but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut 
off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the 
city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until 
the end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with 
many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice 
and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that 
causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”  

 
This may have helped Daniel understand Jeremiah – but believe me – it has left many 
commentators scratching their heads. 
 
I think that on one level – this is one of the hardest sections of Scripture in the whole 
Bible to understand – yet I would also add that the main point – what we are supposed 
to grasp – is crystal clear. 
 
So what about this passage? There is almost nothing that commentators agree on – 
the proper translation, the timing, who is being spoken of. 
 
Let’s look at what is clear. 
 
Jeremiah seems at first glance to say that after 70 years – God would restore Israel to 
the land, send Messiah and set up the everlasting Kingdom. 
 
But Gabriel says no. What Jeremiah said was – 70 years till the people are restored 
to the land. For all of the promises – it will be seventy sevens – for Messiah to come 
– for the kingdom to come – for all of Jeremiah to be fulfilled. 
 
What is to happen in this seventy sevens? Look at verse 24: 
 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish 
transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the 
most holy.” 

 
Let me ask you – have all of these been fulfilled already – or are some yet to be 
fulfilled? 
 
This is not an easy question as we will see. But verse 24 is crucial to determining 
when the events of verses 25-27 take place. We will come back to this verse. 
 
Gabriel then divides the seventy-sevens up into groups. 
 
Seven sevens, sixty-two sevens and one seven. 
 
He then relates what happens after each division. 
 
The first question to ask is this. What are these seventy sevens? 
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Are these literal time periods? Are these years? 
 
Are we talking 490 years made up of 49 years, 434 years and 7 years? Many 
commentators think so. 
 
The problem with this is that if you take these as literal years – you can come up with 
schemes – but no scheme fits well. We know this because there are so many 
proposed schemes. 
 
I don’t want to go into all the details – but to make these literal years means you have 
to massage dates and events. There is no straightforward fulfilment that fits these 
years. 
 
You have to find a suitable date during the ministry and death of Jesus – His birth, His 
baptism, His triumphal entry, His death, His resurrection – and work back 483 years 
and find a decree that might be the one Gabriel is talking about. 
 
While some schemes massage the dates of Jesus’ ministry to find time that works 
others have decided that this seventy sevens are prophetic years of 360 days and 
using that calculation they come up with another decree that might work with the 
known dates. 
 
Suffice it to say – I think I have read almost every possible scheme making these literal 
years or prophetic years – and in my opinion – you do the work – none goes close to 
fitting well. The dates just don’t work. The decrees just don’t work. The schemes are 
too forced. 
 
So I take these to be symbolic periods of time. I will explain why and what they mean 
in a moment. 
 
Before I do that – I need to comment on a translation issue. As if there aren’t enough 
difficulties with this passage there is an important translation issue. 
 
There are two ways of translating Daniel 9:25-26 – and they give two quite different 
readings. Depending which translation you have before you – it will read one of two 
ways. 
 
The first way is in the KJV and versions like the NIV and NASB followed. It reads like 
this: 
 

Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 
‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but 
in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off 
and will have nothing. 

 
If you follow this translation – there is only one Anointed One. And he comes after sixty 
nine weeks – the seven plus sixty-two weeks. 
 
If you follow this translation the main options for what is going on here are these: 
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However, there is another way of translating this. 
 
Depending on where you put the vowels in the Hebrew text, the meaning changes 
slightly. The Massorites and most of the old versions have vowel points that give a 
slightly different meaning to the way the KJV translated. It is followed in translations 
like the NRSV, RSV and many if not most of the commentators. It reads like this: 
 

Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 
‘sevens.’ Then for sixty-two ‘sevens’ it will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, 
but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut 
off and will have nothing. 

 
You have the decree to rebuild – then seven sevens until the first anointed one and 
then sixty-two sevens until the coming of a second and different anointed one who is 
cut off. 
 
The main reason some translations and commentators didn’t like this is that in this 
reading you end up with two different anointed ones. 
 
BUT, I believe this translation is the best. It follows the ancient Massoritic 
understanding. 
 
And it explains why the seven and the sixty-two. If these were not meant to be 
separate why not just say – after sixty-nine weeks the anointed one comes? There 
must be a reason for the seven and the sixty-two. 
 
If you follow this translation – the main options are: 
 
But, I do want to point something out. In one sense – it doesn’t really matter that much 
which translation you take. 
 

Final Final 
AntichristAntichrist

TitusTitusAntiochus Antiochus 
IV IV 

EpiphanesEpiphanes

SevenSeven
(Prince)(Prince)

JesusJesusJesusJesusOniasOnias IIIIIISixtySixty--ninenine
(Anointed(Anointed

One)One)

Jeremiah or Jeremiah or 
Cyrus or Cyrus or 

ArtaxerxesArtaxerxes

Jeremiah or Jeremiah or 
Cyrus or Cyrus or 

ArtaxerxesArtaxerxes

JeremiahJeremiahDecreeDecree

End TimesEnd TimesFirstFirst
CenturyCentury

MaccabeanMaccabean
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If you look at the last two lines – the crucial ones – the ones that matter – they are the 
same in both ways of translating. 
 
Where you end up is the same. The main point is the same. So whichever way you 
want to translate this – the final result is the same. 
 
But, I do prefer the second translation – it is the older understanding and it helps us 
understand the breakdown of these prophetic periods of time. So that is the translation 
I will use – but remember – either translation leads to the same final interpretation. 
 
Gabriel told Daniel that all the prophecies of Jeremiah will find fulfilment after seventy 
sevens. 
 
To a biblically literate Jew –seventy sevens has to ring bells. 
 
Turn with me to Leviticus 26:27-35. This is a section where God outlines the blessings 
the Jews will have for obedience and the curses that will fall on them if they disobey: 
 

If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile toward 
me, then in my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will punish you 
for your sins seven times over. … I will scatter you among the nations and will 
draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities 
will lie in ruins. Then the land will enjoy its sabbath years all the time that it lies 
desolate and you are in the country of your enemies; then the land will rest and 
enjoy its sabbaths. All the time that it lies desolate, the land will have the rest 
it did not have during the sabbaths you lived in it.  

 
In Leviticus 25 – God had commanded the Jews that every seventh year – the land 
was not to be sown – it was to have a Sabbath rest. 
 
But the Jews didn’t trust that God would provide in that year – so they didn’t give the 
land its rest. This was a part of their pattern of disobedience. 
 
God then said, I will punish you for your sins seven times over. I will make sure that 
the land will enjoy its Sabbath rests. 
 
I will remove you from the land – send you to exile – and in that way the land will 
receive its Sabbath rest. 
 
And that is exactly what happened. Turn over to 2 Chronicles 36:20-21. Here right at 
the end of Old Testament history we read: 
 

Nebuchadnezzar carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from 
the sword, and they became servants to him and his sons until the kingdom of 
Persia came to power. The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its 
desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfilment of the 
word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah. 

 
God removed His people from the land for seventy years so that it might enjoy its 
Sabbath rests. 
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70 is not just a random number. 
 
70 is 7 x 10 
 

 
 
But notice in Leviticus 26:28 – the total time of punishment will extend not just to the 
seventy years – but to seven times – or putting it another way – the total time of 
punishment will extend to seventy – the punishment for their sins – times seven. 
 
And that is exactly what Gabriel says. The full restoration – all of the prophecies 
concerning Messiah and the Kingdom will be fulfilled not after 70 years – but after 
seventy sevens. 
 
Now, if all of this is just too much data and references – let me simplify it. 
 
Israel sinned – but God said that He would restore them. And the restoration to the 
land would come after the seventy years – after a Sabbath for the land. But because 
of their repeated sin – the full restoration – Messiah coming, the Kingdom coming – it 
would take seven times longer – seventy times seven. 
 
But, notice if you will that this seventy sevens are divided up into groups of seven, 
sixty-two and one. 
 

70 = 10 x 7
10 Number of perfection
7 Number of the Sabbath

A perfect number of 
Sabbaths
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Again, the way this is divided up should ring bells with biblically literate Jews. 
 
First – there are seven sevens. A Sabbath of Sabbaths. 
 
Once again, this comes directly out of Leviticus. Look with me at Leviticus 25:8-11 
where the Jews were told: 
 

Count off seven sabbaths of years—seven times seven years—so that the 
seven sabbaths of years amount to a period of forty-nine years. 

 
Seven sevens. Same as Daniel. But what is significant is what happens immediately 
after the seven sevens. 
 

Then have the trumpet sounded everywhere on the tenth day of the seventh 
month; on the Day of Atonement sound the trumpet throughout your land. 
Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its 
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to his family 
property and each to his own clan. The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; 
do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. 
For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken directly from 
the fields. In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own property. 

 
After forty-nine years comes the year of Jubilee. 
 
A year of freedom and liberty. A year in which the displaced return to their land. 
 
Gabriel also says that at the end of the seventy sevens, there will be one final Sabbath. 
Scripture alludes to the end as a final great Sabbath. 
 
So let me summarise all of this. We have: 
 

Seventy-sevens – the time of punishment for sin – leading to a final deliverance 
by God. 

SEVENTY SEVENS

SabbathSabbathOne sevenOne seven

JubileeJubileeSixtySixty--twotwo sevenssevens

Seventy years exileSeventy years exileSeven sevensSeven sevens



 14 

 
This is divided into. 
 
Seven sevens – the time of exile from the land. 
 
One seven – the final Sabbath. 
 
What is left is sixty-two sevens – which correspond to the year of Jubilee. 

 
I am sure this sounds extremely confusing – but it just flows from the Scriptures. Jews 
who knew their Old Testament would pick this up. 
 
But that brings us to the question of how we explain these verses. 
 
Again, the three main views see this as being fulfilled in Maccabean times, in the first 
century and in the end times. 
 

 
 
Notice that the first two rows are the same. 
 
Look at verse 25: 
 

Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven 
‘sevens.’ 

 
What is this decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem? 
 
In Daniel 9 verse 2 – Daniel was reading about the decree God gave through Jeremiah 
– that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. 
 
That is the decree. The decree that God gave through Jeremiah. The decree that there 
would be a time of exile for the nation. 

Final Final 
AntichristAntichrist

TitusTitusAntiochus Antiochus 
IV IV 

EpiphanesEpiphanes

SevenSeven
(Prince)(Prince)

JesusJesusJesusJesusOniasOnias IIIIIISixtySixty--twotwo
(Anointed(Anointed

One)One)

CyrusCyrusCyrusCyrusCyrusCyrusSevenSeven
(Anointed(Anointed

One)One)

JeremiahJeremiahJeremiahJeremiahJeremiahJeremiahDecreeDecree

End TimesEnd TimesFirstFirst
CenturyCentury

MaccabeanMaccabean
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Then – after this first seven sevens – the time of the exile – an anointed one will come. 
 
How are we to understand this? 
 
I want you to look at a couple of verses with me. 
 
First, 2 Chronicles 36:20-23: 
 

Nebuchadnezzar carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who escaped from 
the sword, and they became servants to him and his sons until the kingdom of 
Persia came to power. The land enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its 
desolation it rested, until the seventy years were completed in fulfilment of the 
word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah. 

 
What happened after this time for the exile? 
 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of the LORD 
spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to 
make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing: 
 
This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
 

The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in 
Judah. Anyone of his people among you—may the LORD his God be 
with him, and let him go up. 

 
After the seven sevens it God raised up Cyrus who issued the edict for the Jews to 
return. 
 
But is it fair to call Cyrus – an anointed one? 
 
Well listen to Isaiah 45:1: 
 

This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus. 
 
God specifically calls Cyrus His anointed one. 
 
He was anointed by God as His vessel to return the Jews to the land and rebuild the 
Temple. 
 
So this is the easy part. Almost all the commentators agree up to this point. 
 
God issues the decree to return through Jeremiah. 
 
After seven sevens – the period of exile – God raises up Cyrus to send the Jews back 
to their land. 
 
Now it gets messy. Let me read again verses 25-27: 
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Then for sixty-two ‘sevens’ it will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times 
of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will 
have nothing. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and 
will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and 
the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, 
and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with many for 
one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and 
offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an abomination that causes 
desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.”  

 
There are any number of minor views – but we can summarise this section by saying 
there are three main views as to how this fleshes out. 
 
One view sees the events as fulfilled in the time of Judas Maccabee, the second as 
fulfilled in the first century and the third says the fulfilment is yet future. 
 
The first view sees the fulfilment as largely centred in the events of the second century 
BC – in the Maccabean War. 
 

 
 
Chapter 8 of Daniel and the first part of chapter 11 deals with Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
and the events of the Maccabean war. 
 
If you look at verse 27 – we know that Antiochus IV Epiphanes did set up an 
abomination that causes desolation in the Temple area. He set up a statue of Zeus in 
the Temple precinct. 
 
This has to scream that the events refer to the time of Judas Maccabee. 
 
So in this view – after the return from exile, the time of the sixty-two sevens – 
Jerusalem is rebuilt in a time of trouble. When you read Nehemiah – this is exactly 

SEVENTY SEVENS

Free in the Free in the 
landland

AntiochusAntiochusSabbath Sabbath 
RestRest

One sevenOne seven

Return to Return to 
landland

OniasOnias IIIIIIJubileeJubileeSixtySixty--TwoTwo
sevenssevens

Edict to Edict to 
returnreturn

CyrusCyrusSeventy Seventy 
years exileyears exile

Seven Seven 
sevenssevens
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what happened. And this fits well with the year of Jubilee being a time of return to the 
land. 
 
This time of trouble continues until the rise of Antiochus. Antiochus looks like a 
reasonably good ruler until he declares his opposition to God. 
 
After the sixty-two weeks, the anointed one is cut off. This view sees this as Onias III 
– the godly High Priest who was killed by Antiochus. 
 
Then Antiochus desecrated the sanctuary. 
 
After seeming like he would be a good ruler – in the middle of his reign he turned on 
Palestine and attacked them. This leads to the final three and a half years of trouble 
until Judas Maccabee triumphed. 
 
God poured out His wrath on Antiochus and destroyed him. Then the Temple was 
reconsecrated. The Sabbath rest began after the final victory of the Jews. 
 
In this view the seventy-sevens are given to fulfil verse 24 like this: 
 

 
 
There is a lot to like about this view – it fits the text well. 
 
The second main view sees all of these events centred in the time of Christ and the 
fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 
 

To reconsecrate the To reconsecrate the 
TempleTemple

To anoint the most holyTo anoint the most holy

To bring to pass the To bring to pass the 
prophecies of Jeremiah prophecies of Jeremiah 
and Danieland Daniel

To seal up vision and To seal up vision and 
prophecyprophecy

To have the Jews safe in To have the Jews safe in 
the landthe land

To bring in everlasting To bring in everlasting 
righteousnessrighteousness

To finish the seventy To finish the seventy 
sevens of punishment for sevens of punishment for 
the Jew’s wickednessthe Jew’s wickedness

To atone for wickednessTo atone for wickedness

To end the sins that led to To end the sins that led to 
God punishing the JewsGod punishing the Jews

To put an end to sinTo put an end to sin

To end the transgression To end the transgression 
of Antiochus against the of Antiochus against the 
nationnation

To finish transgressionTo finish transgression
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First, remember that the prophecies of Jeremiah had to do with the coming of Messiah 
and the establishment of the Kingdom – events that happened long after the days of 
Judas Maccabee. 
 
And we have to remember that when Jesus began His ministry in Luke 4:18-19 He 
stood up in a synagogue in Nazareth and declared that He had come to proclaim the 
year of Jubilee – the year of the Lord’s favour. 
 
He said that it was in Him that the year of Jubilee is fulfilled. 
 
He would set the captives free. He would bring liberty to the land and the people. So 
after the seven sevens – comes a period – the sixty-two sevens – which culminates in 
Christ arriving to proclaim the year of Jubilee. 
 
And we must remember that in Matthew 24 Jesus is telling the disciples the signs of 
the end. Then in Matthew 24:15 He says this: 
 

When you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 
desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand. 

 
Jesus quotes this passage from Daniel and puts it not in the past – but after His death. 
 
So in this view – After the exile, the time of rebuilding is not just rebuilding Jerusalem, 
but also the time in which God builds His Kingdom through Jesus. 
 
The anointed one who is cut off is Jesus. It is His death that accomplishes the events 
of verse 24. 
 
As for the Prince who is to come and attack the city it is the Roman General Titus – 
who destroyed Jerusalem in 70AD. 
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But finally God poured out His wrath on him and destroyed him. The Temple was 
destroyed and it became clear that God was working through the church – the church 
age – is the Sabbath time.  
 
In this view the seventy-sevens are given for the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
to fulfil verse 24 like this: 
 

 
 
In this view – the 70th week reaches from the death of Jesus to the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Titus in 70AD. 
 
Again, there is a lot about this view you have to like. 
 
Then there is a third main view. This view sees all of these events finally being fulfilled 
in the end times. 
 
In this view – the fact that passages like Daniel 2 and 7 and 12 – clearly stretch to the 
end times and reach to a final Antichrist – mean that this passage reaches to the end 
times. 
 
And they say that the promises of verse 24 need eternity to be fully realised. 
 

To die and rise as the To die and rise as the 
Anointed OneAnointed One

To anoint the most holyTo anoint the most holy

To bring to pass the To bring to pass the 
prophecies concerning prophecies concerning 
MessiahMessiah

To seal up vision and To seal up vision and 
prophecyprophecy

To provide the way to To provide the way to 
everlasting righteousnesseverlasting righteousness

To bring in everlasting To bring in everlasting 
righteousnessrighteousness

To die as a substitute to To die as a substitute to 
pay for our wickednesspay for our wickedness

To atone for wickednessTo atone for wickedness

To break the power of sinTo break the power of sinTo put an end to sinTo put an end to sin

To finish the time of To finish the time of 
Jewish transgressionJewish transgression

To finish transgressionTo finish transgression
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Again, the Anointed One who is cut off is Jesus – and in His death He laid the grounds 
for all the promises of verse 24. 
 
But, the prince is the final Antichrist and the complete fulfilment awaits the second 
coming of Jesus. 
 
In this view the seventy-sevens are given to fulfil verse 24 in the first and second 
coming of Jesus. The cross and eternity are needed: 
 

 
 
This view also has a lot to commend it. 
 
So there are our main views. And choosing between them is not easy. 
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To die and rise and return To die and rise and return 
as the Anointed Oneas the Anointed One

To anoint the most holyTo anoint the most holy

To bring to pass the To bring to pass the 
prophecies concerning prophecies concerning 
Messiah and eternityMessiah and eternity

To seal up vision and To seal up vision and 
prophecyprophecy

To bring in the eternal To bring in the eternal 
everlasting kingdomeverlasting kingdom

To bring in everlasting To bring in everlasting 
righteousnessrighteousness

To die as a substitute to To die as a substitute to 
pay for our wickednesspay for our wickedness

To atone for wickednessTo atone for wickedness

To break the power of sin To break the power of sin 
completelycompletely

To put an end to sinTo put an end to sin

To finish the time of To finish the time of 
human transgressionhuman transgression

To finish transgressionTo finish transgression
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Does this passage deal with events in the time of Judas Maccabee or Jesus’ first 
coming or His second coming? 
 
I want to suggest to you – that it deals with them all. 
 
The vagueness of this prophecy – the way it is given in prophetic time periods – the 
way the terms could refer to a number of people and times – the fact it fits several 
interpretations so well – the fact other parts of Daniel deal with the time of Antiochus 
and Jesus and the end times – lead me to see this as a generic prophecy – fulfilled in 
all three ways. 
 
God will deliver Israel in the days of Antiochus. God will send the great deliverer in 
Jesus. And the final deliverance awaits complete fulfilment when Jesus returns again. 
 
Now if I lost you this morning – if you tuned out in all those Old Testament passages 
– then if you take nothing else away – listen in now. 
 
The point of this passage is that men sin and there is nothing anyone can do to deal 
with their sin. 
 
Israel found this out. Israel sinned and reaped the consequences of their sin. 
 
But God is merciful. 
 
God promised Israel grace and mercy and a future. Not because they deserved it – 
Oh no – but so that God’s worth and glory might be manifest to all creation. 
 
And what God did in showing mercy to Israel – was just a foretaste of the great grace 
and mercy that were displayed in the coming of the Anointed One – Jesus Christ. 
 
Israel was restored to the land and Antiochus IV Epiphanes was overthrown – not by 
Israel’s might – but by God’s – not because Israel deserved it – but because God is 
gracious. 
 
And this leads directly to Christ. 
 
All history, every event, the rising of nations and Kings, the sin of man and its 
consequences – all lead to Jesus. We need Jesus. Everyone needs Jesus. 
 
We cannot stand in the judgment without Him. Alone we are lost. We need the grace 
of God as shown in Messiah to overcome the beasts of this world and our own sin. 
 
We need His mercy and sacrifice to put an end to our sin, to atone for our wickedness 
and to make us part of His everlasting Kingdom. 
 
Daniel longed for the coming of Messiah so that his sin and the sin of the nation could 
be dealt with. 
 
But for you and me – Jesus has come. He has died on that cross for our behalf. He 
has made atonement for our sin. 
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But the final fulfilment is yet future. 
 
Scripture said Babylon would fall and Israel would return to the land – it happened. 
 
Scripture said Antiochus would rise and fall – it happened. 
 
Scripture said Messiah would come to atone for our sin – it happened. 
 
Scripture says Messiah will return to establish His everlasting Kingdom – I tell you – it 
will happen. 
 
Will you be a part? Are you in Christ? 
 
Will your neighbours be a part? Have you told them of the judgment to come and the 
mercy of Christ? 
 
Do you long for the return of Jesus? 
 
Do you rejoice each morning that this world is not all there is? That the time of beasts 
will end? That the kingdom of the Son of Man will come? That your place in eternity is 
sure? 
 
This vision of the certainty of Messiah and His Kingdom – Jesus’ triumph over sin and 
the world – this is what sustained Daniel as a captive in a pagan land. 
 
This vision can sustain us no matter what this world throws at us. 
 
His kingdom will come. 


