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THE BATTLE BELONGS TO THE LORD 
 (Daniel 10:1-11:1  Jan 1, 2006) 

 
A few weeks ago I was watching a documentary on life in Australia during World War 
II. Life was hard. Supplies were short. The men were away. The women were manning 
the factories. Fear of a German or Japanese invasion was high. Fear for the future 
was overpowering. 
 
And in the documentary, men and women alike just kept praying for victory and for the 
war to be over. 
 
Then the documentary played the famous words of our Prime Minister, Ben Chifley, 
when he addressed the nation on the 15th of August 1945 and announced: 
 

Fellow citizens, the war is over.  
 
Theses six words were followed by incredible scenes of joy. Men and women took to 
the street dancing, hugging, cheering and singing. No one who was there would ever 
forget it. 
 
When you are in the midst of a war – you pray for victory and you long for the end. 
 
The consequences of defeat are unthinkable. 
 
Brothers and sisters – I trust that you know that we are at war. It is a war that rages in 
our very midst. It is far more brutal than Hitler or Hirohito. Its consequences are far 
greater than losing World War II. 
 
And yet, most men and women are unaware of this war. And tragically, many 
Christians are ignorant of it or neglect how important it is. 
 
I speak of course of the war in the heavenlies – the war between the forces of the 
Lamb and the Serpent – a war that shapes the face of the world we live in – yet 
because this war is heavenly – many give it precious little thought. 
 
One of the passages that gives us the greatest insight into this war is Daniel 10. A 
fascinating and crucial chapter. 
 
Would you please turn with me to Daniel 10 verse 1. There we read: 
 

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel (who 
was called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it concerned a great war. 
The understanding of the message came to him in a vision. 

 
In chapter 1 of Daniel – we saw that Daniel was taken to Babylon as a youth – but 
rose to a position of official leadership. And in that chapter we are told that he remained 
a high official in the kingdoms of Babylon and Persia – until the first year of Cyrus. 
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We know from this verse in chapter 10 that Daniel lived past the first year of Cyrus so 
the implication is that after the first year of Cyrus, Daniel was no longer serving in an 
official capacity. 
 
We have to remember that he is an old man by now. The third year of Cyrus is 536/535 
BC. Daniel would have been in his mid eighties – close to the end of his life. 
 
But Daniel was still a man who cared deeply for his Lord and his people. 
 
In these final chapters – chapters 10-12 – we have the final vision given to Daniel. A 
crucial vision that wraps up the message of this book and brings the history of this 
world to its close. 
 
This is a vital vision so vital Satan or at least his minions seek to prevent it being 
delivered to Daniel. 
 
And here in the first verse we find that this vision deals with a great war. 
 
As we will see, this war is primarily a war between the forces of good and evil in the 
heavenlies – but the effects of this war are felt in this world. 
 
Look at verses 2 and 3: 
 

At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat 
or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were 
over.  

 
We need to understand what is going on here. Two years earlier, Cyrus had granted 
permission for the Jews to return to the Promised Land. 
 
They left under the leadership of Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the High Priest. 
 
Initially things went well. They cleared the Temple area, resumed the daily sacrifices 
and began to relay the foundation for the Temple. But the pressure of providing food 
and the attacks by those who lived around Jerusalem – especially the Samaritans – 
saw the work on the Temple come to a stop. 
 
Word of this would have reached Daniel. Combine this with the message of the earlier 
prophecies that beasts would arise who would persecute the people of Israel – and 
Daniel was worried. Although he was 700 miles away – Daniel was desperately 
concerned for his people, for the city of Jerusalem and the work of rebuilding the 
Temple. 
 
So Daniel did what godly men do. He prayed and fasted and mourned. Daniel 
abstained from choice food and meat and wine and didn’t apply the daily grooming 
lotions. He spent his time in prayer bringing his people before God. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

On the twenty-fourth day of the first month. 
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This date tells us that Daniel’s fast took in the week of Passover. Passover was the 
time when Israel celebrated her liberation for her enemies. But Israel was sorely 
oppressed at this time – so Daniel fasted and prayed. 
 
Verses 4 to 9: 
 

As I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, I looked up and 
there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around 
his waist. His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like 
flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his 
voice like the sound of a multitude. I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the 
vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that 
they fled and hid themselves. So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I 
had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. Then I 
heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face 
to the ground. 

 
Who is this man dressed in linen? 
 
There are two possibilities – God Himself or an angel? 
 
This description is very close to the description of God when he appeared to Ezekiel 
by the river Chebar. It is also close to the picture of Christ in Revelation 1. 
 
But angels such as the angel in Revelation 10 are described very similarly. 
 
The Holy Angels spend so much time around the throne of God that they take on some 
of the glorious appearance of God. 
 
However, most likely this man dressed in linen is God Himself. A couple of features 
here are the same as other epiphanies. 
 
Notice that Daniel is overwhelmed with terror and his strength fled from him. 
 
Daniel has encountered angels before and not had this reaction – but Scripture 
consistently paints a picture of men – even the holiest and godliest of men – being 
totally overwhelmed and overawed by the presence of God Himself. 
 
And the fact that those with Daniel couldn’t see the vision is similar to Paul and his 
companions of the road to Damascus. 
 
It seems that God appeared to Daniel to reinforce the seriousness and importance of 
the vision that was about to be revealed. 
 
While there is debate about who the man dressed in linen is – there is no debate about 
who the messenger is who wakes Daniel in verse 10 – he must be an angel – quite 
possibly Gabriel who has brought other visions to Daniel. 
 
Verses 10 and 11: 
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A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. He said, 
“Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about 
to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you.” And when he 
said this to me, I stood up trembling. 

 
This angel was sent to give Daniel – a man who was highly esteemed – a vision of 
immense importance. 
 
Then comes some of the most fascinating verses in Scripture. Verses 12 and 13: 
 

Then he continued, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set 
your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your 
words were heard, and I have come in response to them. But the prince of the 
Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia.” 

 
Daniel began fasting and praying twenty-one days earlier. 
 
This angel tells Daniel that he was despatched as soon as Daniel began praying – but 
the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted him and delayed for twenty-one days until 
Michael came and aided him. 
 
Who is this prince of Persia? And in verse 20 who is the prince of Greece who is 
coming? 
 
Let’s start with what is clear. There is no doubt that this prince of the Persian kingdom 
is an unholy angel – a demon – almost certainly Satan himself – for only a demon 
could defy an angel. No human king could resist a holy angel for a moment let alone 
three weeks. 
 
Scripture is very clear about the reality and power and motives of Satan and His 
demons. 
 
Satan simply appears in Genesis 3. We are told very little about him. 
 
What we know is this. 
 
He is a created being – but a being of immense power. He is evil and implacably 
opposed to God, the plans of God and the people of God. And we know he is assisted 
by his demons. 
 
Other facts about Satan are supposition – we don’t know for sure – because Scripture 
isn’t explicit. 
 
But, we presume that he is an angelic being of some sort. 
 
And we presume that he fell from grace. 
 
So in Genesis 3 we meet Satan in the form of the serpent. There, he deceived Eve. 
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Since that time he has been actively attempting to derail the plan of God and the 
people of God. 
 
Revelation 12:9 describes him as: 
 

The great dragon … that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. 

 
Revelation 18:23 says of Satan: 
 

By your magic spell all the nations were led astray.  
 
The great task of Satan is to deceive the nations and lead them away from the truth. 
 
How does he do this? 
 
He employs a variety of means that we know of. 
 
First and foremost he sows lies. He is the Father of Lies. 
 
False religions, idolatry, atheism, cults – he whispers any lie that will harden the hearts 
of men to the truth. 
 
We know that he can tempt believers and unbelievers alike with the temptations of the 
flesh and the world. He whispers that the world satisfies more than Christ – and many 
have listened. 
 
We also know that Satan and his demons can actually possess unbelievers and 
destroy their lives. 
 
So through lies and influence and temptation – Satan seeks to lead the nations, the 
kings and commoners alike, away from the truth of God. 
 
And from these verses in Daniel 10, it seems that he is especially interested in the 
major world powers of the day. 
 
Persia was the world superpower of the time. Persia was the nation with direct control 
over the people of Israel and the land of Israel. 
 
If Satan could sway Persia and her King – he could influence Israel and her fate. 
 
So at this time – Satan had a particular interest in Persia. The fact that this powerful 
angel was delayed for twenty-one days and was only freed by the intervention of 
Michael suggests that this Prince of Persia was probably Satan himself. 
 
This holy angel – possibly Gabriel – was sent with a vision of extreme importance to 
Daniel. The Prince of Persia – probably Satan – knew how crucial this vision was – 
and delayed him. 
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Satan was desperate to stop this message getting through to Daniel and to you and 
me. 
 
The result was warfare in the heavenlies. 
 
So how do angels fight? How does Satan resist Gabriel? How does Michael aid 
Gabriel? 
 
Honestly I have no idea what kind of forces and powers are involved. Angels are 
incredibly powerful beings. Their power is beyond our understanding. Scripture 
describes them as destroying cities and armies. So the way they fight in the heavenlies 
is not going to correspond to how we fight on earth. Don’t think of swords and shields 
and bows and arrows. 
 
We don’t know a lot about the details of spiritual warfare in the heavenlies. 
 
Let me make a small excursus here. These few verses in Daniel have led to a whole 
theology of spiritual warfare. A few years ago – this was all the rage.  
 
“Strategic Level Spiritual Warfare” – the Generals of Intercession – binding demons – 
naming demons. You heard it everywhere. 
 
But like all unbiblical fads – it has faded – but since it still rears its ugly head from time 
to time – and since it is mainly based on our verses here in Daniel – let me comment 
on this movement. 
 
“Strategic Level Spiritual Warfare” is based on the premise that there are three levels 
of demonic control on earth. Firstly, are “Ground-Level” demons which possess 
people. Secondly, “Occult-Level” demons empower witches, shamans and magicians. 
Finally, “Strategic-Level” demons which are the most powerful of the three, are said to 
rule over certain regions or territories. Their main purpose is to hinder people from 
coming to Christ. 
 
The Prince of Persia here is said to be a Strategic-Level demon. 
 
These demons bring sin into our lives and neighbourhoods. They cause illness and 
the problems of society. 
 
So what do they say Christians should do to break this territorial dominion? 
 
Firstly, you have to seek the name of the ruling spirit and identify its territory. Finding 
its name gives you power over the demon – you can bind it. 
 
To do this means you have to find a person possessed by a demon and make him 
speak his name. 
 
Secondly, you have to seek the function of demons in a particular area. See what 
strongholds the demon has – drugs, prostitution, organised crime. 
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Thirdly, if demons occupy a neighbourhood, then a “Prayer Walk” is required. If the 
demon controls a city, then a “Praise March” is necessary. If a demon exercises power 
over a region, then a “Prayer Expedition”: is demanded, and if a demon rules in a 
nation then a “Prayer journey” should be carried out. “Spiritual Mapping” is the process 
of discovering the exact location of the demon’s domain. “Identification Repentance” 
is the practice of discovering the sin and guilt which give the demon a foothold in an 
area and repenting of that sin to break the grip of demons in an area. 
 
Peter Wagner says:  
 

Christians should walk or drive every major freeway, avenue and road of their 
cities, praying and coming against demonic strongholds over every 
neighbourhood. Even if you don’t see instant results, keep the trumpets blowing 
... always remember God is not slack concerning His promise; the walls will 
come down!”1 

 
So where did all of this come from? It started with some teachings on Daniel 10 among 
selected charismatic churches. 
 
It reached the mainstream when Frank Peretti wrote his two early books: This Present 
Darkness (1986) and Piercing the Darkness (1989). Then in the early 1990’s, the 
influential C. Peter Wagner linked himself with the movement and became its most 
vocal spokesman and most prolific writer. 
 
Wagner made astonishing claims about the use of Spiritual warfare techniques. He 
claimed: 
 

10 million Japanese will come to Christ by the year 2000; it helped to bring 
down the Berlin Wall and opened Albania to the gospel; it deposed dictator 
Manuel Noriega; it lowered the crime rate in Los Angeles and broke the power 
of demons over Japan.2 

 
But for all their claims – nothing has changed. Unfortunately, 10 million Japanese did 
not come to Christ, the crime rate in LA is out of control and Japan is as hard a place 
to take the gospel as ever. 
 
A group of spiritual warfare warriors prayed and fasted for two years to stop the Gay 
Olympics in Vancouver – the gay Olympics went ahead. 
 
There have been many claims about cities and even nations captured for Jesus. But 
tell me which city is holy and a beacon for Christ? 
 
This is fantasy not theology. 
 
The fact that Satan was attempting to influence the superpower of the day – Persia – 
does not mean we can come up with hierarchies of demons controlling every city and 
nation. 

                                                
1 C. Peter Wagner, Engaging the Enemy: How to Fight and Defeat Territorial Spirits (Ventura, Ca; Regal) p. 98. 
2 C. Peter Wagner, Engaging the Enemy: How to Fight and Defeat Territorial Spirits (Ventura, Ca; Regal) p. 25. 
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What we do know is that demons are real. Spiritual warfare is real. Paul said in 
Ephesians 6:12: 
 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 
But how do Christians participate in this warfare? By finding the names of demons, by 
walking our freeways and streets, by claiming areas for Christ? No! Paul tells us how 
in the very next verses – verses 13 to 18: 
 

Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to 
stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 
saints.  

 
Far from commanding demons and binding them we should heed the words of Jude 
9: 
 

But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the 
body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but 
said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 

 
Michael did not bind Satan – who are we to think we can? 
 
Brothers and sisters let me be very frank here. Satan is the father of lies. Strategic 
Level Spiritual Warfare is a lie. 
 
If you are out walking the streets, seeking demon names, uttering threats against 
demons – he laughs – he has diverted you from the real battle. 
 
But if you are in the word, on your knees, sharing the gospel, living holy lives and 
trusting God – then he trembles. 
 
Daniel 10 is not about how we are to battle Satan. We find that in other passages. It 
is about how important the message of Daniel 11 and 12 is that Satan would want it 
stopped. 
 
So whatever the weapons of the heavenlies are – they were employed in their full 
strength at this time. Satan was desperate to stop this vision coming to Daniel. 
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But, Satan is not in control – God is. Michael – one of the chief princes – one of the 
most powerful of angelic beings – he was despatched to ensure the message got 
through. 
 
So what is so crucial about this vision? Verse 14?: 
 

“Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the 
future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.” 

 
As we will see in chapters 11 and 12 – the vision stretches from Daniel’s Day to the 
time of Antiochus Epiphanes to the end of the world. It deals with the return of Christ 
and the coming of eternity. 
 
Verses 15-19: 
 

While he was saying this to me, I bowed with my face toward the ground and 
was speechless. Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I 
opened my mouth and began to speak. I said to the one standing before me, “I 
am overcome with anguish because of the vision, my lord, and I am helpless. 
How can I, your servant, talk with you, my lord? My strength is gone and I can 
hardly breathe.” Again the one who looked like a man touched me and gave me 
strength. “Do not be afraid, O man highly esteemed,” he said. “Peace! Be strong 
now; be strong.” When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Speak, 
my lord, since you have given me strength.” 

 
Daniel was still overcome by the vision of God. But the angel restored his strength 
ready for the revelation that was so crucial. 
 
Verse 20: 
  

So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight 
against the prince of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come.” 

 
Perhaps a translation that gives the sense of this better is this: 
 

So he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight 
against the prince of Persia, and I am about to go. Later, the prince of Greece 
will come.” 

 
The spiritual battle rages on. This angel is needed for the fight in the heavenlies. But 
he was released for a time to bring a crucial message – a vital revelation. 
 
He will soon return to the fight. This fight will last for over two hundred years – until the 
Lord decided to bring Persia to a close and raise up a new world power – and then the 
fight will move to a different nation. 
 
As Daniel had been told earlier – this next world power would be Greece. And when 
Greece rose to power – Satan would pay particular interest to Greece. The war would 
shift to a battle with the prince of Greece. 
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Verse 21: 
 

But first I will tell you what is written in the Book of Truth. 
 
The Book of Truth is God’s plan for His people. 
 
It is truth and nothing can alter it. 
 
When we get to chapter 11 – we find that God’s plan involves times when Satan and 
his earthly pawns seem to have the upper hand. Times when the people of God could 
despair and ask where God was. 
 
But history ends not with the triumph of the beasts but the triumph of Christ. History 
ends with the victory of God’s people, the resurrection and the new heavens and new 
earth. That is the message of chapter 12. 
 
Finally, in the end of verse 21 and verse 1 of Daniel 11 we have this parenthetical 
note: 
 

No one supports me against them except Michael, your prince. And in the first 
year of Darius the Mede, I took my stand to support and protect him.  

 
It is not that no other angels were willing to stand with Michael and this angel – 
probably Gabriel. It is that no other angels were needed. 
 
They could provide the spiritual support needed for the people of God. 
 
Note that when Persia rose to power – the battle in the heavenlies focussed around 
Persia. 
 
Michael and this angel entered into conflict with the Prince of Persia in the first year of 
Darius – the year Persia rose to power. 
 
What is significant is what happened in that first year. That is when King Cyrus issued 
a decree allowing the people of Israel to return from captivity to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the Temple. 
 
Do you see the significance here? Satan was fully engaged in trying to make Cyrus 
his pawn. Yet God raised Cyrus up, and used him to deliver His people from captivity. 
 
God said through Jeremiah that after 70 years He would free His people and He did. 
Satan could not stop that from happening. 
 
Yes, the work on the Temple may have stopped. Yes, the Samaritans were 
persecuting the saints. 
 
But God is in control. 
 
Satan cannot oppose the plan of God. As powerful as he is – he is a created being – 
and cannot change the plan of God in the smallest way. 
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Daniel was to cling to the truth of the triumph of God. God will have the victory. 
 
So why is this vision so crucial? Why was Satan so intent on stopping it? 
 
What this vision reveals is that antichrists will come and go. The people of God will 
suffer and be persecuted. But the final victory belongs to the Lord. The Lamb will 
triumph – the beasts will fail. 
 
And those who belong to the Lamb will share the fruits of His victory. 
 
Brothers and sisters there are times when we will question the power of God. 
 
We look at the world – sin multiplies, saints are martyred, the church is oppressed. 
 
We look at our own lives – we struggle with sin and faith and treasuring Christ. 
 
And we wonder – where is the promised power of Christ? 
 
And this vision says: 
 

And tho this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us. 

 
God set the path of history and nothing can alter it. Not devil or man. Not saint or 
sinner. 
 
We must never forget the power and glory of our God. Cling to Him even when all 
seems bleak. 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 

 
The book of Revelation draws on and expands many of the themes of Daniel. 
 
This theme of the battle between the forces of good and evil in the heavenlies is given 
greater understanding. 
 
In Revelation 12:7-9 we read this: 
 

And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong 
enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled 
down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole 
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.  
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This chapter deals with the greatest heavenly battle in history. This chapter deals with 
the battle at the coming of Christ. 
 
Satan knew this was the pivotal battle in history. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right man on our side, 
The man of God’s own choosing. 
 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus it is He 
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. 

 
At the cross – the blood of Christ prevailed and Satan and his demons were cast from 
the heavenlies to earth. 
 
Satan is cast out of heaven, to the earth. In some way his power is restricted. 
 
He can still deceive the nations – but now his work is done more hands on – here on 
earth. He has already been defeated – he is mortally wounded. His end is near. 
 
But, this passage also says until the end, he is enraged because his time is short. 
 
Satan was defeated at the cross – but he still has a few teeth left. 
 
Yet, the saint need not fear – because in Christ we have the weapons to win the war 
now and in the age to come. 
 
George Eldon Ladd wrote a summary of Revelation 12 that fits Daniel 10 just as well: 
 

The single intent of the passage is to assure those who meet satanic evil on 
earth that it is really a defeated power, however contrary it might seem to human 
experience.3 

 
Satan is defeated. But he does not lay down. We still have battles to fight. We are still 
in conflict. We cannot relax our vigilance. 
 
We must put on the armour of God daily and enter the fray each day. 
 
We must fix our eyes on Christ and never waiver. We must cling to Him. Wait for 
eternity. Declare the gospel of salvation. 
 
We are at war – but the seeds of victory are sown. I want to be on the side of the Lamb 
who triumphs – not a defeated beast. 
 

                                                
3 George Eldon Ladd, A Commentary On The Revelation Of John (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972) p. 171. 
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Fellow citizens of heaven, the war is won, stay faithful through the last of the 
battles and the joy of His victory will be yours forever. 


