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FEAR NOT THE ANTICHRISTS 
(Daniel 11:2-45  January 8, 2006) 

 
Fifty years ago today – five women were in earnest prayer. They were beseeching 
God for victory. 
 
They were praying for their husbands who were taking the gospel to a tribe that knew 
so little about the truth they had no word for God in their language. They only had 
words for devils and evil spirits. 
 
This was a people ensnared by the lies of Satan, the oppression of demons and the 
consequences of their own sin. 
 
The missionaries had been buoyed by the fact that it seemed God was opening the 
door for the gospel to go to the Auca tribe in a remote area of Ecuador. 
 
The five men – Jim Elliot, Pete Fleming, Ed McCully, Nate Saint, Roger Youderian and 
their wives had been greatly encouraged by the events leading up to January 8, 1956. 
 
After deciding to reach out to this remote group, Nate Saint, the group’s pilot, had 
managed to find the Auca village. 
 
They knew a little about the Auca’s because an Aucan girl, Dayuma, who spoke both 
Auca and Quechua, had fled from her tribe years earlier after her family was killed in 
a dispute. She was now living with Nate’s sister Rachel. From her they learned enough 
of the language to get started. 
 
They began by flying over the village every Thursday and dropping gifts as a means 
of making contact and establishing friendly relations. Eventually, Nate had discovered 
that, if he lowered a bucket on a line from the plane, and flew in tight circles, the bucket 
remained almost stationary, and could be used to lower objects to the ground. He had 
devised a mechanism to release the bucket when it touched down. 
 
On Thursday 6 October, one week after locating the village, they dropped an aluminum 
kettle into an apparently deserted village. On the next flight, several Auca were waiting, 
and they dropped a machete. On the third flight, they dropped another machete to a 
considerably larger crowd. Beginning with the fourth flight, they used a loudspeaker 
system to call out friendly messages in Auca. 
 
Soon the Auca were responding with gifts of their own tied to the line: a woven 
headband, carved wooden combs, two live parrots, cooked fish, parcels of peanuts, a 
piece of smoked monkey tail. They cleared a space near their village, and built 
platforms to make the exchanges easier. 
 
After three months of air-to-ground contact, the missionaries decided that it was time 
to meet the Auca face to face. 
 
They chose to make their base on the Curaray River. They named the base “Palm 
Beach”. 
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Unexpectedly, a week later four Aucas came to their vamp. The five missionaries gave 
them food and gifts as a sign of peace. 
 
A few days later they had further contact – in particular with a man and a young girl. 
The missionaries promptly named the man “George” and the young girl “Delilah.” By 
the signs that they made they understood that the Indians were interested in the plane. 
Nate started up the engine and flew off the narrow strip with “George” in the back of 
the plane. “George,” seemed wild with delight. He was hanging out the plane window 
screaming to his fellow villagers.  
 
When they got back to their campsite, the missionaries showed the Indians modern 
things such as rubber bands, balloons and balls. Then they had lunch of hamburgers 
with mustard.  
 
Encouraged by this visit, the men felt that it was time to go to the village. On the 
morning of January 8th, after numerous songs of praise and considerable prayer, the 
men radioed their wives saying that they were going to go into the village and would 
radio them at about 4:30pm. “Operation Auca” was under way. 
 
But before they left their camp, Nate and Ed who airborne in the plane saw a group of 
twenty or thirty Aucas heading for Palm Beach. As soon as they saw that, they got 
very excited and turned around and landed. They shouted, “Guys, the Aucas are 
coming!” 
 
Their wives back at the mission were praying the entire time for this meeting and 
asking God to keep them safe. At 4:30pm – the time they were supposed to radio in – 
there was no reply. An hour later helicopters and planes from the Ecuadorian Air 
Force, the US Army, Air Force and Navy swarmed along the Curaray River looking for 
any sight of the missionaries. 
 
Finally, one of the helicopters radioed in saying that they had found their bodies on 
the beach. Nate Saint’s watch had stopped a 3:12 p.m. So it was concluded that the 
Indians had attacked them at that time. 
 
Imagine that you are one of those five wives – Elizabeth Elliot, Olive Fleming, Marilou 
McCully, Marjorie Saint and Barbara Youderian. 
 
You and your husband have sacrificed so much to take the gospel to the outermost 
parts of the world. This tribe is enslaved by sin and Satan. The signs seemed positive. 
You have covered the whole event in prayer. 
 
Now just as the gospel is about to enter this remote tribe – word comes – all five are 
slain! 
 
What do you conclude? That Satan triumphed on that beach 50 years ago? It certainly 
looked that way. 
 
But, the point of this morning’s message is this – Satan may seem to win some battles 
– but the truth is that Satan has no real victories. Even the times when he seems to 
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win the battle are part of the ultimate victory of the Lamb. They are stepping stones on 
the way to the triumph of Christ. God works all things together for good. 
 
God weaves the fabric of life – the triumphs and persecutions and struggles – into the 
ultimate victory of Christ. 
 
Our passage in Daniel shows how true this is. Last week we saw an angel – probably 
Gabriel – come to Daniel with a vision. 
 
The angel told Daniel about the warfare that raged in the heavenlies between the 
forces of Satan and the forces of the Lamb. 
 
Satan desired to deceive and manipulate the nations. He focussed first and foremost 
on the most influential nations of the day. 
 
At that time it was Persia. But despite Satan’s best efforts – God was in control. He 
had used Cyrus, the King of Persia, to send His people back from exile to the Promised 
Land. 
 
And Gabriel made it clear that though the people of God were having a tough time – 
the Lord was in control. Trust Him. 
 
He then told Daniel – that after Persia – the nation Satan would try and influence – 
was Greece. 
 
Greece would be the next world superpower. 
 
And this brings us to chapter 11. 
 
Here in this chapter we find a vision of how history will unfold that focuses on two men. 
 
In a sense these men are bookends – the first and the last antichrists. 
 
The first great antichrist is Antiochus IV Epiphanes. He set the stage for all the 
antichrists to come. 
 
The final great Antichrist is yet to appear. He is the last of the beasts who will oppress 
God’s people. 
 
These men embody the worst times of persecution and oppression. The times when 
Satan appears to triumph. But this vision shows – God is in control. He raised up the 
antichrists, He orchestrated their lives, He will bring about their end. 
 
And for the faithful children of God – those who trust God even in the darkest of times 
– the reward is beyond imagining. 
 
The point is this – even when the world looks to be in the grip of Satan – trust God – 
He is in control 
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This vision came to Daniel in 536/535 BC – just after Persia rose to power. But God 
gave explicit details of the careers of these two men – men who opposed the people 
of God in the most violent and disgusting way. 
 
God knew that the day would come when these Satan inspired men would seem to be 
in control. But He gave these details so we would know that even these trials are a 
part of His plan. These antichrists will fall – the righteous will triumph – Christ will be 
glorified. 
 
God is not taken by surprise by their rise and influence. In fact he orchestrated it. 
 
We begin with the vision of the first great antichrist – Daniel 11:2-35. 
 
Verses 2-20 detail the events leading to the rise of Antiochus – the first great antichrist: 
 

Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and then 
a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others. 

 
Cyrus was the King of Persia. The three kings who followed him were Cambyses, 
Guamata and Darius the Great. These were followed by a fourth King – the fabulously 
wealthy Xerxes I. 
 

When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the 
kingdom of Greece. 

 
Persia had long tried to defeat Greece. But for Xerxes this became an obsession. He 
stirred up his empire against Greece. He took a huge army – Herodotus estimated it 
as a million men – and a powerful navy. 
 
But at Salamis – the Persians were defeated and 100,000 men of the Persian army 
were slain. 
 
This attempted invasion stayed simmering in the Greek psyche until it was Greece’s 
turn to rise to power. Verse 3: 
 

Then a mighty king will appear, who will rule with great power and do as he 
pleases. 

 
Alexander rose to power. He conquered Persia and the known world. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parcelled out toward 
the four winds of heaven. It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the 
power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others. 

 
After Alexander’s death, his sons were murdered and his kingdom was divided into 
four parts among four of his generals. 
 
The vision then focuses in on two of these kingdoms: 
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• Asia under Seleucus – the King of the North 
• And Egypt and Palestine under Ptolemy – the King of the South 

 

 
 
And right in between these kingdoms is the Promised Land. And control of Jerusalem 
and the Promised Land went back and forth between these empires. 
 
But God wanted His people to know that the One who actually controlled their fate was 
Him – trust Him. 
 
Verse 5: 
 

The king of the South – Ptolomy – will become strong, but one of his 
commanders will become even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom 
with great power. 

 
Initially – the area Ptolomy controlled included Egypt and Asia. But one of his generals 
– Seleucus – rose in strength and power to eventually control Asia – he became a king 
in his own right. 
 
Verse 6: 
 

After some years, they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South 
will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, but she will not retain her 
power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be handed 
over, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported 
her. 

 
After some initial conflict – a peace treat was made between the Ptolomies and the 
Seleucids. To seal the treaty Berenice – Ptolomy II’s daughter married Antiochus II. 
 
But Antiochus already had a wife – Laodice – who murdered Ptolomy, Berenice and 
their child. 
 
Verses 7-8: 
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One from her family line will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces of 
the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be 
victorious. He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable 
articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. For some years he will 
leave the king of the North alone. 

 
Bernice’s brother – Ptolomy III came to power in Egypt and attached the Seleucids for 
their treatment of his sister. He thoroughly defeated them and looted the capital 
Antioch. 
 
This sets the stage for verses 9-20. Now we have two nations – with reason to hate 
each othe. Over the next half a century – there were wars between the Seleucids and 
the Ptolomies. Initially the Southerners will triumph – but then it will be the Northerners 
– the Seleucids who will come to power and seem to have control over the Beautiful 
Land – Palestine. Look at verses 9-13: 
 

Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but will 
retreat to his own country. His sons will prepare for war and assemble a great 
army, which will sweep on like an irresistible flood and carry the battle as far as 
his fortress. Then the king of the South will march out in a rage and fight against 
the king of the North, who will raise a large army, but it will be defeated. When 
the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride and will 
slaughter many thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant. For the king of 
the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years, 
he will advance with a huge army fully equipped. 

 
One rises to power – then the other and the land in the middle of their war is Israel. 
But God wanted them to know – He was in control. Verse 14: 
 

In those times many will rise against the king of the South. The violent men 
among your own people will rebel in fulfilment of the vision, but without success. 

 
Some from among the Jews saw this changing of power and rose up against the king 
of the South. They were defeated then. But, ultimately – the North came to power. 
Verses 15-20: 

 
Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will capture 
a fortified city. The forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even their 
best troops will not have the strength to stand. The invader will do as he 
pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself in 
the Beautiful Land and will have the power to destroy it. He will determine to 
come with the might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the 
king of the South. And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to 
overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help him. Then he will 
turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a 
commander will put an end to his insolence and will turn his insolence back 
upon him. After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country 
but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more. His successor will send out a tax 
collector to maintain the royal splendour. In a few years, however, he will be 
destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle. 
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Wars, arranged marriages, deceit, murder. 
 
Petty men and women – doing what they can to gain influence – but with no one rising 
to power for long. 
 
Yet, the point is that despite appearances the One who actually controlled their fate is 
God. God is in control not men. God laid out the lives of these kings before any of 
them were born. They are but pieces of the divine puzzle. 
 
And those pieces lead up to the first great antichrist – Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 
 
In 198 BC – Palestine came under the control of the Seleucids once again – and finally 
Antiochus came to power. 
 
Verse 21: 
 

He will be succeeded by a contemptible person who has not been given the 
honour of royalty. He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and 
he will seize it through intrigue. 

 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes was a man devoid of decency. He was not the heir to the 
throne. His nephew – the son of his older brother was the rightful heir. But through 
bribery, flattery and treachery he usurped the throne from his nephew. 
 
Verses 22 to 27 describe Antiochus’ victories through military and political intrigue. 
 

Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him; both it and a prince 
of the covenant will be destroyed. After coming to an agreement with him, he 
will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power. When the 
richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what neither 
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his fathers nor his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth 
among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of fortresses—but only for a 
time. With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king 
of the South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful 
army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him. 
Those who eat from the king’s provisions will try to destroy him; his army will 
be swept away, and many will fall in battle. The two kings, with their hearts bent 
on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because 
an end will still come at the appointed time. The king of the North will return to 
his own country with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy 
covenant. He will take action against it and then return to his own country. 

 
Ptolomy VI – the King of Egypt would attack Antiochus – and be defeated. 
 
While he was a prisoner – his brother – Ptolomy VII took over the throne of Egypt. So 
Ptolomy VI made a deal with Antiochus – help him regain his throne and he would give 
Antiochus control over Egypt. 
 
But both Kings were lying through their teeth. 
 
They did invade Egypt together – but the success was only partial. Nevertheless – 
Antiochus returned to his country with a huge hoard of treasure – and a burning desire 
to return capture Egypt once and for all. 
 
Verses 29 and 30: 
 

At the appointed time he will invade the South again, but this time the outcome 
will be different from what it was before. Ships of the western coastlands will 
oppose him, and he will lose heart. Then he will turn back and vent his fury 
against the holy covenant. He will return and show favour to those who forsake 
the holy covenant. 

 
At the appointed time – God is the One in control – so in 168 BC – Antiochus set out 
once again to invade Egypt. But this time he met with sterner opposition. 
 
Ships of the western coastlands opposed him. 
 
Rome was beginning to rise in power. Egypt had reached out to Rome for help. The 
Roman fleet under – Popilius Laenas – intercepted Antiochus at Alexandria. 
 
Popilius demanded that Antiochus turn around and go back to Palestine. 
 
Antiochus replied he needed time to consult with his advisors. But Popilius knew that 
Antiochus just wanted to stall for time to try and raise a larger army. 
 
So right there before all Antiochus’ counsellors and generals – Popilius took a stick 
and drew a circle in the sand around Antiochus. He told him to consult with his advisors 
there and then. If he stepped out of the circle without agreeing to return to Palestine – 
Popilius would take it as a declaration of war. 
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Antiochus was a proud man – he saw himself as invincible and rightful ruler of the 
world. This humiliation was more than he could bear. 
 
Yet Antiochus knew he could not win. He was publicly humiliated – but had no choice. 
He agreed to return to Palestine. 
 
We know human nature – you argue with the boss or the wife – and the dog gets 
kicked. 
 
Antiochus was seething with rage – and he took it out on the Jews. He returned to 
Palestine and attacked Jerusalem. 
 
Antiochus was a passionate pagan and hated the Jews for their faith in God. He had 
long intended to wipe out the Jews either by turning them into good Greeks or if they 
resisted, he would genocide them. 
 
He had made it a capital offence to own any part of the Jewish Scriptures or to practice 
any Jewish ceremony such as observing the Sabbath or circumcising a son. 
 
But now in his frustration – he led his army to attack Jerusalem. 
 
Verse 31: 
 

His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish 
the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation. 

 
He slaughtered eighty thousand men, women, children and infants. 
 
He entered the Temple and ransacked its riches. 
 
His first act was to erect an altar to Zeus in the Temple area. 
 
He then desecrated the Temple by sacrificing a pig – an unclean animal on the altar – 
and dedicated the Temple to Zeus. Acts he knew would infuriate the Jews. 
 
The Jews called the idol of Zeus – the abomination of desolation. 
 
Verse 32: 
 

With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant, but the 
people who know their God will firmly resist him. 

 
Antiochus promised protection and power to any who would violate the covenant and 
forsake God. Many did. 
 
Who could stand against Antiochus? 
 
But God always has His people – those who refuse to bow the knee to Baal – and they 
will resist the flattery of Antichrist. This happened under the uprising led by Judas 
Macabee – Judas the Hammer. 
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But it won’t be easy. Verses 33-35: 
 

Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the 
sword or be burned or captured or plundered. When they fall, they will receive 
a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them. Some of the wise will 
stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time 
of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time. 

 
Tens of thousands died. 
 
The faithful were opposed by their own countrymen who sided with Antiochus to save 
their lives. 
 
Imagine you are a Jew at this time. Your land is controlled by a man like Antiochus. A 
puppet is High Priest. Most of the leaders have sold out. Men and women are dying. 
The Temple is desecrated. You cannot worship openly. 
 
You have to be asking – where is God? 
 
Is Satan more powerful than God? 
 
And God wanted His people to have this passage. He wanted them to know that He 
was in control working all things for good. 
 
I doubt you or I will ever face persecution like this. But we will have times when we ask 
– where is God? How can God allow this? 
 
And God wants us to know – He is in control. 
 
In the days of Antiochus some of the faithful stumbled – they died – but the truth is 
that in this they are victorious. Death was not the end. Satan did not win. Their death 
lead to them being refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it 
will still come at the appointed time. 
 
This passage looks forward to the first few verses of chapter 12 – when the faithful will 
rise from the dust – refined, purified and made spotless – resurrected on the final day. 
 
The wise are said to stumble – but on the final day – Daniel 12:3 says: 
 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those 
who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.  

 
The wise who fear God are not destroyed. God will see His saints victorious at the end 
of time. 
 
Death is not the end. Satan does not triumph when the saints are slain. In fact their 
death leads to their ultimate victory – they will rise again washed in the blood of the 
Lamb to live forever. 
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But even in history – God was in control – He brought the reign of Antiochus to an end. 
 
God raised up the Maccabean warriors. And incredibly, these untrained priests and 
villagers and ordinary men had victory after victory. With God’s help they overcame 
Antiochus and his army. 
 
Finally, by the end of 164 BC the Jews had won. 
 
In December of 164 BC – the Temple was reconsecrated and the Law was reinstituted. 
 
God overcame the enemy. Against all odds – God enabled His people to prevail. 
 
In 163 BC word reached Antiochus in Persia saying that the Jewish rebellion had 
crushed his army in Palestine and Antiochus fell into a depression that led to his death. 
 
God raised Him up – God brought Him down. 
 
God will have the victory. 
 
Antiochus will be the first of many Antichrists. Nero, Popes, Hitler – beasts will rise 
and fall. Many will persecute the people of God. But God is in control. 
 
And finally the cycle of beasts will end when the last of the great antichrists will arise. 
 
We read of him in verses 36 to 45. He is the little horn of chapter 7 – the man of 
lawlessness in Thessalonians. 
 
Why do I say this King refers to the final great antichrist? 
 
When you look at verses 2 to 35 – the prophecies line up exactly with the history 
leading to Antiochus IV Epiphanes. It is just like reading a history text – except it was 
written before the event. 
 
But the events of verses 36-45 don’t fit anyone from history. 
 
Since God was so specific about Antiochus – we would expect that if this King had 
already lived – we would see these details match his life exactly. 
 
Second, in verse 40 we read that the events in the life of this King take place at the 
time of the end – the end of human history. Chapter 12 says – it is at this time – the 
time of this King – that the end will come – the victory of Christ – the resurrection of 
the saints – the judgment of all men – eternity. 
 
This King arises at the end of human history. 
 
So what will this final great antichrist do? Verses 36 to 39: 
 

The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every 
god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be 
successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined 
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must take place. He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the 
one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above 
them all. Instead of them, he will honour a god of fortresses; a god unknown to 
his fathers he will honour with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly 
gifts. He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and 
will greatly honour those who acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over 
many people and will distribute the land at a price. 

 
Antichrist will rise to power and exalt himself over all gods – including the true God. 
He will show no regard even for the previous false gods or goddesses – but will raise 
himself above them. He will be the object of worship – he himself is probably the god 
unknown to his fathers. 
 
He will magnify his power and military might. 
 
But then – at the height of his power – his end will come. Verses 40 to 45: 
 

At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the 
king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great 
fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a 
flood. He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom, 
Moab and the leaders of Ammon will be delivered from his hand. He will extend 
his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. He will gain control of 
the treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and 
Nubians in submission. But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, 
and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. He will pitch 
his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. 

 
The first antichrist – Antiochus was the king of the North. So this final antichrist is 
termed – the King of the North. 
 
He is opposed by a king of the South – we can’t be sure who this is. But Antichrist has 
victory after victory – he grows in power and riches. 
 
But even he doesn’t have it all his own way. He hears reports that alarm him. 
 
He brings his army to the Holy Land – to the holy mountain – Mount Zion. He is poised 
to annihilate the people of God. 
 
There is warfare and conflict and once again – the people of God are in danger. 
 
But then – he meets his end.  
 

Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.  
 
Satan is powerless to help his ally – God is victorious. 
 
This final antichrist is the most powerful human figure of all time. His power reached 
beyond Napoleon and Alexander. 
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He will set himself up in opposition to God and the people of God – but his end will 
come at the appointed time. 
 
God will be victorious. 
 
Brothers and sisters – this chapter gives us the bookends of the antichrists – the first 
and the last. Both came to power – both persecuted – and both were humbled in God’s 
time. 
 
Yet for a while – both seemed unstoppable. In Revelation 13:4 men cry out: 
 

“Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” 
 
And the answer is – the Lamb. 
 
The point is this – even when the world looks to be in the grip of Satan – trust God. He 
is in control. He is working all things together for good. Even death is victory. 
 
This world has seen the saints martyred, churches destroyed and countries closed to 
the gospel. 
 
Even now we see militant Islam on the rise, secularism and materialism on the march, 
science overstepping the bounds, discipline among the youth deteriorating, 
earthquakes, wars and cyclones. 
 
And the point is this – God is in control – trust Him. 
 
Satan and his beasts only seem to have power. It is an illusion. Their deeds were set 
out by God before the word was made. Their end is sure. And God works even their 
treachery for good. 
 
The wives of the Auca five knew this. When word reached them concerning the death 
of their husbands they cried, “The Lord has closed our hearts to grief and hysteria, 
and filled in with His perfect peace.” We trust Him. 
 
Humanly speaking you might conclude Satan won the battle on that beach – the reality 
is that he lost it. 
 
For the five men – death merely opened the door to Paradise. They heard the words 
– well done good and faithful servants. In death they triumphed. 
 
And their death opened the door to the Auca. The effort to reach this tribe was not 
abandoned but rather intensified. Within three weeks, Johnny Keenan, another pilot 
of the Ecuador Mission, was continuing the flights over the Auca village. More than 
twenty pilots from the United States applied to take Nate’s place. More than 1000 
college students volunteered for foreign missions in direct response to the news of the 
Five Martyrs. 
 
In Ecuador, at the mission stations, attendance by Indians at schools and church 
services reached record levels, and the number of conversions skyrocketed. A Jivaro 
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undertook to go at once to another Jivaro tribe that had been at war with his own tribe 
for years, bearing the Christian message, and his visit brought peace between the two 
tribes. 
 
As for the Auca – within three years, Rachel Saint (the sister of Nate Saint) and 
Elisabeth Elliot (the widow of Jim Elliot) had not only renewed contact but had 
established permanent residence in an Auca settlement, where the gospel finally came 
to this tribe.  
 
When they had developed relations with the Auca – the women asked them why they 
killed the men and why they allowed the women to enter the village? 
 
The answer showed the hand of God at work. They told the women that the tribe had 
no contact with outsiders that did not involve killing or attempted killing on one side or 
another. They had no history of men who came in friendship. They feared a trap and 
so sought to kill the men first. 
 
But they later realised their mistake. The five men had been told that the Auca never 
attacked anyone who was carrying a gun. They decided to carry guns but resolved 
that they would only use them as a last resort and only by firing the guns into the air 
to ward off an attack. They would shoot no-one, not even to save their own lives. 
 
During the attack, one of the missionaries had fired two warning shots, and one shot 
grazed an Auca who was hiding in the brush. The Auca later realised that the visitors 
had weapons which were capable of killing, yet had chosen not to use them. The Auca 
realised that the visitors were indeed their friends, willing to die for them if necessary. 
 
This opened the door for Rachel and Elizabeth to enter the village and share the 
gospel of the Son of God. 
 
As Tertullian said 1800 years ago, the blood of the martyrs became the seed of the 
church. 
 
Satan’s supposed victory was a defeat. 
 
God was sovereign. Never forget this lesson. Christ has triumphed. Satan is defeated. 
Trust Him and live. 


