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THE DAY OF GOD IN JUDGMENT AND BLESSING 
(Daniel 12:1-13  January 15, 2006) 

 
I have thought a lot about the death of saints this week. 
 
On Monday, Jan Kiewiet’s mother went to be with the Lord. I also learned this week of 
the passing of the father of a man who had helped me a great deal. 
 
I also couldn’t help but think about the tragic death of that 21 year old girl mauled by 
a shark at Stradbroke. The reports in the paper indicated that she was a strong 
Christian. 
 
This past week also marked the 50th anniversary of the Auca martyrs. 
 
Christians die – sometimes old and full of years – sometimes young in tragic 
circumstances – at times they die as martyrs for their faith. 
 
But the truth is we all die. 
 
But for Christians – death holds no fears. We know that death opens the door to 
eternity. We know this world is not what lasts. So we live for eternity. 
 
We long for the day when our beloved Jesus says – well done good and faithful 
servant. 
 
It is this thought that sustains us when times are tough – when death comes to a loved 
one – when the world seems to be in the grip of the evil one. 
 
We know that eternity is coming. We know that to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 
Jesus is our all in all. In this life we long to know Him more and enjoy Him more. Since 
death unites us with Him – Death is gain. 
 
Brothers and sisters, this morning our passage reminds us about these eternal 
realities. 
 
This passage reminds us not to squander our lives in the wastelands of this world – 
but to live for the glory of eternity. 
 
These truths sustain us in the darkest of times. These truths encourage us when life 
grows harsh. These truths point us to the preciousness of life in Christ. 
 
In our study of Daniel – we have reached the end of the book – chapter 12. 
 
I just want to remind you of what we have seen in this book. 
 
Through a series of revelations – Daniel is given an insight into spiritual realities. 
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The overwhelming insight concerns the sovereignty of God and the display of His glory 
in this world. Nothing happens in this world outside the control of God. And all that 
happens is to His glory. 
 
Daniel was shown that God is intimately involved in the affairs of this world. He is 
involved in the lives of each of His children. He was there when Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed-nego were thrown into the fiery furnace. He was there when Daniel was 
thrown to the lions. 
 
But, God is also intimately involved with the workings of entire nations. He raises kings 
and nations to power – and He brings them down to nothing. 
 
Daniel was also given an insight into the spiritual battle that rages in the heavenlies. 
The forces of the Lamb are battling the forces of the devil. At times the antichrists and 
forces of evil appear to have victories – but the reality is that in the end – it is God who 
is in control and God who receives the victory and the glory. 
 
The overall picture is this – this world is a place in which the power and glory of God 
are displayed for all to see. 
 
Sin and Satan do their best – but God triumphs. 
 
However, if the book of Daniel ended after chapter 11 – the triumph of God would not 
be complete. 
 
Yes, He would have directed the affairs of this world for His glory. 
 
Yes, He would have overcome every antichrist and so displayed His glory. 
 
But, His glory would not be fully displayed. 
 
What do I mean? 
 
First, if there is no judgment – no heaven and hell – then the glory of the justice and 
holiness of God would not be displayed. 
 
Hitler inflicts World War II and the holocaust – but as the Russian army closes in – he 
kills himself. If there is no day of judgment – where is the justice of God? 
 
And second, God wants to display His glory in you. To perfect you. 
 
But there is not one man, woman or child who died having become perfect – having 
overcome sin. I don’t need to tell you that even in the lives of Christians – sin still raises 
its ugly head. 
 
If death were the end – the power of Jesus to transform us – would not be perfectly 
shown. 
 
But, there is a day where evil will be judged and the saints will receive their blessing 
– made perfect in Christ. 
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Daniel 12 – shows us the day of God in judgment and blessing. 
 
This is the day when God rights all wrongs and blesses His people. It is the day that 
makes sense out of the injustices of this world. 
 
Remember that chapter 11 ended with the final great antichrist at the zenith of his 
power. He had arrayed his armies at the Holy Mountain ready to attack the people of 
God. 
 
But now we see that this is also the moment when God shows the glory of His power. 
 
Look with me at Daniel 12:1: 
 

At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. 
 
At the time of the end of history – Michael will arise to come to the aid of the people of 
God. The final great spiritual battle will involve the archangel Michael coming to the 
aid of the people of God. 
 

There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning 
of nations until then. 

 
In His great Olivet Discourse – Jesus spoke of the time immediately before His return. 
In Matthew 24:15-22 He described it like this: 
 

When you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 
desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the roof of 
his house go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field go 
back to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women 
and nursing mothers! Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the 
Sabbath. For then there will be great distress, unequalled from the beginning 
of the world until now—and never to be equalled again. If those days had not 
been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days 
will be shortened.  

 
Things are looking desperate. Satan appears on the verge of victory. But God will have 
the victory: 
 

At that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—
will be delivered. 

 
How will this happen? Jesus gives us a much fuller picture. Matthew 24:29-31 says: 
 

Immediately after the distress of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly 
bodies will be shaken. At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the 
sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And he will send 
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his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  

 
Can you imagine that day? If we are alive on that day, Satan is poised for victory. 
There seems no way out. The people of God seem destined to be wiped away. 
 
Then a trump will sound. Jesus Himself will appear. And the hearts of every saint will 
sing for joy. Now we will see the power and glory of God. 
 
He will crush the forces of Satan. He will come for those whose name is found written 
in the book. He will show His glory in judgment and blessing. 
 
Brothers and sisters – there are days we look forward to. Birthdays, Christmas, World 
Cup finals – but nothing compares at all with this day. The pinnacle of history. 
 
Come Lord Jesus Come! Come for your people – come for your glory – come! 
 
Verse 2: 
 

Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting 
life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 

 
To die is gain! If you have lived for Christ – then in death there is gain. Death leads to 
the resurrection and eternity where we enjoy Christ forever. It is the ultimate reward. 
 
At the end of time – all men will rise – the just and unjust – those who loved Jesus and 
those who opposed Him – all will rise. They will stand before Jesus and be judged. 
Revelation 20:11-15 describes this judgment: 
 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky 
fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to 
what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that 
were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each 
person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades 
were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s 
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of 
fire.  

 
When Hitler killed himself – death was not the end. The day will come when he will 
stand before Christ – receive judgment and enter hell – a place of shame and 
everlasting contempt. 
 
But for the saints – those who trusted in Christ – they will rise to enter eternal life – it 
is the day of blessing – to die is gain. 
 
What is this gain? What is our reward? What is the desire of the saints? 
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In chapter 11 verses 33 to 35 – we read of the death of many of the wise – those who 
stayed faithful under the oppression of the first great antichrist – Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. 
 
Notice in verse 35 – that those who stumble – those who are killed – are refined, 
purified and made spotless. 
 
That is our reward. Our sin is washed away by the blood of the Lamb. I am cleansed 
– made pure. I am like Him. 
 
In this life – I am plagued by my sin and its consequences. But when I rise – I will be 
pure – spotless – whiter than the driven snow. I will be done with lesser things. I will 
be fit to enjoy Christ forever. 
 
Do you long to be pure? I do. I hate my sin. But the day is coming. 
 
In death there is gain. 
 
How am I purified? 
 
I am purified because He refined me, He purified me, He made me spotless. His blood 
washed me and made me clean and able to stand on that day. 
 
It is on that day that Jesus will finish the good work begun in me. And in this – the glory 
is all His. 
 
Look at verse 3. Here we find what we are like when He has finished His work in us: 
 

Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those 
who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

 
The Bible makes it very clear that when God is done with us – transforming us and 
making us like Christ – we will shine with the very glory of God Himself. 
 
God is pictured in Scripture as shining – glorious – too wonderful for words. 
 
In eternity – we will be joined to Him in such a way that we will shine like Him. 
 
Just listen to the words of Revelation 21:9-11 where John writes: 
 

One of the seven angels … said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the 
wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and 
high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a 
very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  

 
We are the bride of Christ. And when God is done with us – We will shine with the 
glory of God Himself. 
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What does this mean? It means that we are joined with God forever. We are made like 
Him. 
 
It is how we enjoy eternity. It is the greatest privilege and pleasure possible. 
 
Finally, we will fully bear His glory. 
 
Remember that a number of times in the Scriptures, God said – I will not share my 
glory with another. One place is Isaiah 42:8: 
 

I am the LORD; that is my name! 
I will not give my glory to another. 

 
The glory of God represents His splendour and holiness and majesty. Such glory is 
His and His alone. 
 
Men fall before His glory. Heaven and earth flee from it. No angel, no man – no one 
has glory like the Lord. It is His and His alone. 
 
But then in other Scriptures you have passages like this. Isaiah 60:1-2: 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.  
See, darkness covers the earth  
and thick darkness is over the peoples,  
but the LORD rises upon you  
and his glory appears over you.  

 
How can you put these together – I will not give My glory to another and – the glory of 
the Lord will appear upon you? 
 
The only way is for us to be so filled with the Lord that His glory shines within us. 
 
That is our ultimate goal. When that happens – we will have become what we were 
created to be – men and women holy and glorious – displaying the glory of God. 
 
But while this will only be completed in heaven – even now – we are supposed to shine 
with God’s glory. We are to let His light shine through us to a dark and lost world. 
 
When others look at you – your neighbours and friends – they are to see a life so 
transformed that they see something of the glory of God? 
 
Brothers and sisters – you are supposed to see the glory of God in me. The way I live 
my life, the way I speak, the way I point to Christ – should show you some of the glory 
of God. 
 
I should be holy. I should be like Christ. I should live for heaven and not this world. I 
should reflect some of the characteristics of God who called me. I should be so 
transformed that some of the glory of the Holy Spirit within me shines forth. 
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When you look at me, you should see something of the glory of God in the way I live. 
 
And: 
 
When I look at you, I should see something of the glory of God in the way you live. 
 
Paul said this in 2 Corinthians 4:6: 
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ.  

 
We were created to be clothed in His glory. To draw near to Christ, to let His glory, the 
glory of His Holy Spirit, shine through us. 
 
But, in this life – the reality is that we are all sinners who fall short of the glory of God. 
 
Here, we never fully shine with the glory of God. My sin messes with His glory in me. 
They see too much of me and too little of Him. 
 
But in death there is gain. We will rise like Him. We will shine like Him. We will be with 
Him. We will enjoy Him forever. 
 
This is our reward. To rise – washed clean – never again to struggle with sin – never 
to deal with pain or age or sickness or death – to enjoy Christ forever – to be like Christ 
forever. 
 
That is the reward of those who stay firm to the end. And nothing can separate us from 
this reward. 
 
Long for this day brethren. Live for this day. Don’t mess with the pitiful fleeting 
pleasures of this world. Live for the pleasures that will never fade – the glory of heaven. 
 
Make Christ your life now and then death is gain. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the 
end. Many will go here and there to increase knowledge. 

 
Why is this prophecy sealed up? And interestingly, at the end of the book of Revelation 
in Revelation 22:10 John was commanded: 
 

Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is 
near. 

 
What is the difference? 
 
Daniel was written before the coming of Christ. Revelation was written after the coming 
of Christ. In one sense – the coming of Christ was a mystery that waited to be unveiled. 
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It is in Christ that God will purify the saints, judge the sinners and pave the way for 
eternity. 
 
And in a sense – the coming of Jesus began the time of the end. 
 
We understand more of the time of the end – because we understand more of Christ. 
 
But in Daniel’s day – the fact that God would work this out in Christ was still a mystery 
– one for which men would run here and there searching to increase their knowledge 
– searching to understand how God would work out His plan of judgment and blessing. 
 
We understand more because we know the plan of God in Christ. 
 
Verses 5-7: 
 

Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank 
of the river and one on the opposite bank. One of them said to the man clothed 
in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long will it be before these 
astonishing things are fulfilled?” The man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I 
heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, times 
and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all 
these things will be completed.” 

 
Daniel looks and as well as the angel who has been giving him the vision – there are 
three other figures. 
 
First he looks and sees two angels – one on each side of the River Tigris. 
 
And above the waters of the river – he sees once again the man clothed in linen he 
saw earlier. 
 
I told you then that this is almost certainly a vision of God Himself. And the fact that 
the angel addresses a question to the man in linen shows His superiority to the angels. 
 
One of the angels asks, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are 
fulfilled?” 
 
When will the end come? When will this final battle and the intervention of Christ and 
the resurrection and judgment come? When is this time of blessing? 
 
The man clothed in linen, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and 
swore by him who lives forever – a way of saying that His words can never be altered. 
 
And His answer was: 
 

It will be for a time, times and half a time. 
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We have seen this before. The period of time from when Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
desecrated the Temple till the time the Temple was reconstituted was three and a half 
years. This period – three and a half years, time, times and half a time, forty-two 
months or 1,260 days – then came to represent the whole time in which the antichrists 
run free in this world and oppress the people of God. 
 

When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will 
be completed. 

 
Finally, there will be such wickedness and oppression that it seems to overwhelm the 
people of God. Jesus says – it is a time of great distress, unequalled from the 
beginning of the world until now—and never to be equalled again. If those days had 
not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will 
be shortened.  
 
The time will come when Satan will appear poised for victory – but it is the time of his 
defeat. 
 
This time of wickedness is ended by the return of Christ – the crushing of the wicked 
– the resurrection, the final judgment and eternity. 
 
Basically – God says – there will be a time of wickedness – and I alone will decide 
how long it will be. Then Christ will come and end it. 
 
Verses 8 and 9: 
 

I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the outcome of 
all this be?” He replied, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up 
and sealed until the time of the end.” 

 
Even Daniel did not fully grasp how God would bring all of this to pass. 
 
The coming of Christ – God Himself coming in human flesh – to die for the sins of the 
world – is a mystery that was only fully revealed when Jesus came. 
 
Until then, even Daniel himself could not understand every detail of this prophecy. 
 
Verse 10: 
 

Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue 
to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will 
understand. 

 
The point of this prophecy is not to give us a detailed map of how the end times works 
out – but to give us hope before the end. 
 
From the days of Daniel until the day Christ returns – the saints will suffer. Many will 
die and be purified, made spotless and refined. 
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And the wicked will continue to be wicked. Wickedness will continue until the day of 
the last trump – the day when Jesus returns. 
 
So the wise will not be surprised at the wickedness of our world. 
 
When we look at our world and see wars and injustice and persecution. 
 
When we look at the Mugabes and the Jong Il’s and the Gadhafi’s. 
 
When we see the rise of wickedness and evil. 
 
Know this – While none of the wicked will understand, those who are wise will 
understand. 
 
The wicked will continue in ignorance unaware of the approach of the Day of 
Judgment. 
 
But the wise, the righteous, those in Christ – know that – God will triumph – Christ will 
be glorified. Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. 
 
The day of wickedness will be surpassed by the day of Christ’s glory. 
 
Then we come to verses 11 and 12: 
 

From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that 
causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who 
waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 

 
In one sense – I would like to just say – whatever this verse means – the point is clear 
– the saints must persevere to the end and then they will know blessing. 
 
That would be the easy way out. 
 
Many would agree with Tremper Longman who wrote: 
 

What is the relationship of the 1290 days to the 1335 days to the 2300 evenings 
and mornings to the “time, times and half a time”? God alone knows.1 

 
But, I know a number of you have puzzled over these verses so let me say this. 
However you understand these verses the point is clear – the saints must persevere 
to the end and then they will know blessing. 
 
Yet, stepping out where angels fear to tread – what do I think this means? 
 
First, what is clear is that these numbers 1,290 and 1,335 come as a surprise. 
 
Up to this point – we have constantly seen just one time period mentioned. 

                                                
1 Tremper Longman, Daniel,  (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999) p. 287. 
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Time, times and half a time or forty-two months or 1, 260 days. 

 
After repeated mentions of 1,260 days – right at the end of the book – with little 
explanation we now get – 1,290 and 1,335 days. 
 

 
 
Remember that this period of time – the 1,260 days – referred initially to the time when 
the Jews were persecuted under Antiochus IV Epiphanes – and then came to refer to 
the whole age – the whole period of time when Satan roams the earth and the saints 
are persecuted that is ended by Jesus returning to this world. 
 
But instead of 1,260 days – here we have 1,290 and 1,335 days – why? – what do 
these numbers represent? 
 
If you look at verse 11 – the 1,290 days begins with the time that the daily sacrifice is 
abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up. 
 
In Daniel 8 – this referred to the days of Antiochus IV Epiphanes – the time when he 
abolished the Temple sacrifice and set up the altar to Zeus. So the 1,290 days seems 
to refer to the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 
 
But in verse 12, the 1,335 days seems to end with eternity and eternal blessings for 
the faithful. 
 
So the 1,335 days seems to refer to a different period of time. 
 
Let me deal with the 1,290 days first. 
 

1,260 DAYS
Initially

TIME OF PERSECUTION FROM 
WHEN ANTIOCHUS VIOLATED 

THE TEMPLE TO TEMPLE 
RECONSECRATED

became
THE TIME OF PERSECUTION OF 

GOD’S PEOPLE ENDED BY 
CHRIST’S RETURN
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It should be obvious that the 1,290 days – seems to be made up of the 1,260 days 
spoken of earlier – plus 30 days. 
 
We are told that the 1,290 days begins at the time when Antiochus desecrated the 
Temple in 167 BC – so we can work forward. 
 

 
 
After 1,260 days – the time of the intense persecution under Antiochus – we come to 
the time when the Temple was rededicated in December 164 BC. 
 
But then we have this extra month? What are we to make of that? 
 
We know historically that a number of things happened in the month after the Temple 
was rededicated. 
 
In that month, Antiochus died after hearing of the defeat of his troops by the Jews. 
 

1,290 days
=

1,260 days plus 30 days

OR

Forty three months
=

Forty two months plus one month

1,290 days
=

1,260 days
Time of persecution under 

Antiochus

plus 30 days
Time of judgment on Antiochus 

and blessing for Jews
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It was also in this month that word reached Jerusalem of his death – probably early in 
163BC – along with a letter from his young son Antiochus V restoring the right of the 
Jews to practice their faith. 
 
So it seems that this period of time after the 1,260 days reflects the time for judgment 
and reward. 
 
Judgment on the enemies of God – in this case – Antiochus and reward for the faithful 
Jews. 
 
This seems to fit the context well. 
 
And if that is the case then this would then hold for the 1,335 days. 
 

 
 
Since this ends with eternal blessing for the faithful – this clearly reaches well beyond 
the days of Antiochus. 
 
But, to make sure that we know this is a different period of time a different number is 
used. 
 
So what period of time is this referring to? 
 

1,335 days
=

1,260 days plus 75 days

OR

Forty four and a half months
=

Forty two months plus two and a 
half months
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We know from both Daniel and Revelation that the time 1,260 days came to represent 
not just the time Antiochus persecuted the Jews – but also the whole time of 
persecution in this age – the whole time leading up to the return of Jesus. 
 
So the 1,335 days represents – the 1,260 days – the time of persecution in this age – 
plus an additional period of time – in this case 75 days or two and a half months. 
 
So it seems that the 1,335 days represents the 1,260 days – the time of persecution 
that reaches from Daniel to the end of the age – and the 75 days represents the time 
of judgement and reward. 
 
In this case the judgment is the judgment of the final antichrist and the beasts and 
Satan and the lost – all that happens at the Great White Throne Judgment. The time 
when Satan and the beasts and the lost are hurled into the lake of fire. 
 
And the reward is eternity. The time when the saints are ushered into the new heavens 
and new earth. 
 
Whether this is God’s exact intended meaning or not – the point of these verses is not 
in dispute – those who persevere – those who trust God – those who are faithful to the 
end of the age will receive a great blessing. 
 
God has set aside a time to make all things right. To judge the wicked. They will not 
escape their crimes. 
 
And a time to reward the saints. To perfect us, to fit us for heaven, to make us shine 
like the stars of heaven – to be like Christ Himself. 
 
This is our blessing. In death there is great reward. 
 
In Christ all things are made right. In Him we have our reward. 
 
And finally we come to verse 13: 
 

1,335 days
=

1,260 days
Time of persecution from Daniel to 

the end of the age

plus 75 days
Time of judgment on Antichrist, 
beasts, the lost and blessing for 

the faithful saints
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As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the 
days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance. 

 
This is an exhortation to Daniel to remain faithful to the end. To stay the course. And 
to know death will not be the end – but on the final day – he will rise again to receive 
his reward – to shine like God in heaven forever. To enjoy Christ forever. To worship 
Him for all eternity. 
 
Brothers and sisters, there are some hard verses in this section – but they don’t 
obscure the main point. 
 
God is orchestrating the progress of this world. Every second brings us closer to the 
end of history – the time when the last trumpet will sound – and Christ will appear – 
and the world as we know it will cease. 
 
The time when the judgment of God provides justice and reward. The time when the 
purveyors of evil will meet their Maker and enter hell. 
 
The time when we will see Christ and enter heaven. 
 
And nothing can stop this day. 
 
Christ will come. We will be made perfect. We will enter eternity. 
 
And this knowledge is so crucial – Satan tried to stop us knowing it in the days of 
Daniel. 
 
This knowledge is supposed to sustain us through the darkest of days. 
 
I don’t know what the rest of this year holds for each of us. 
 
There will be some great times. 
 
Weddings, births, laughs and fun. 
 
But there will also be tough times. 
 
I would suspect that a number of you will face death – a parent, a friend – some of you 
may even die. 
 
We may hear of more disasters – earthquakes, tsunamis, cyclones. 
 
I am sure there will be wars and tragedies. 
 
And if God so wills – perhaps we will face persecution because we love Jesus. 
 
We will have some tough times. Times when we cry out – God – how can you allow 
that to happen? God – where are you? God – what is happening? 
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And the message of Daniel is simple – Don’t worry – God is in control. God is working 
all things together for good. Some things He works out now – the rest will be made 
right on the final day. 
 
Hold on – trust Him – await the end of time. 
 
All men will rise – some to judgment – others to blessing – but all will be to the glory 
of God. 
 
And it is in that day that this world finally makes sense. 
 
I long for this day. I long to be rid of my sin, to be made like Him, to enjoy Him fully. 
 
And that day makes sense of this world. 
 
How can a good God allow young Christian girls to be eaten by sharks? 
 
How can a good God allow five young men to be speared to death taking the gospel 
to the lost? 
 
How can God allow His faithful men and women to suffer? 
 
I read this week an account of the death of the prophet Isaiah. 
 
We don’t know for sure how Isaiah died. But a fairly strong tradition tells us that he 
took refuge in a hollow tree, and the evil King Manasseh had the tree, prophet and all, 
sawed in two. 
 
What a horrible way for a faithful prophet to die. How could God allow this? 
 
Whether saints die of old age or as martyrs or in tragic circumstances – this passage 
tells us that death is not the end. Their eyes close in death but when they are opened 
again – they are refined, purified and made spotless. They shine like the stars of 
heaven – they are like Christ and with Christ who they loved. And then – their death 
makes sense – and this world makes sense. 
 
As I thought on this truth – I longed less for this world and more for the world to come. 
 
To live is Christ and to die is gain. 


