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Can you have faith in God in an evil world? 
(Habakkuk May 6, 2012) 

 

 
 
Probably the greatest stumbling block to evangelism – is evil. 
 
We ask people to believe in an all-powerful God – who is also good. 
 
A God who can intervene in this world. A God who hates evil. 
 
He can stop the rape of a young mother. 
 
He can stop the torture of a six year-old girl. 
 
He can stop the tsunami that wipes out tens of thousands. 
 
He can remove the villains who destroy countries. 
 
And yet this supposedly all-powerful, all-good God – does not stop all of these 
tragedies. 
 
For many non-Christians – the existence of evil in a fallen world is enough to convince 
them the God of the Bible is a myth. 
 
In other words because of tragedies in the world they conclude that God can be good, 
or He can be powerful, but He cannot be both. 
 
A God who stands back and allows tragedies to occur is either evil or impotent. 
 
This is the premise of an immensely successful book – When Bad Things Happen to 
Good People written by Rabbi Harold Kushner after the death of his son. Kushner 
wrote this: 
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I can worship a God who hates suffering but cannot eliminate it, more easily 
than I can worship a God who chooses to make children suffer and die.1 

 
But it is not just non-Christians who struggle at this very point. I also know that for 
many Christians – this is one of the greatest struggles they have. 
 
Walking by faith allows them to say – I don’t understand why that mother in Brookfield 
was murdered – but I accept somehow God works all things together for good. 
 
But then, tragedy hits them. Their child dies. Their marriage breaks down. Their sister 
is raped. And it is no longer so easy to simply trust in a good God. 
 
When something happens that is so clearly wrong – and God could have stopped it – 
then our faith struggles. 
 
Can we walk by faith when the tragedy is very personal? 
 
While few people put it in terms as stark as this – the basic thought is this: 
 

If I were God – that is not how I would run the world. 
 
If I were God – babies would not starve. Girls would not be raped. Bystanders 
would not suffer. 
 
If I were God – I would not sit on my hands while evil flourishes. 

 
In short – this is the problem the prophet Habakkuk faced. 
 
Turn with me to Habakkuk 1:1–4: 
 

The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? Why do 
you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and 
violence are before me; strife and contention arise. So the law is paralysed, and 
justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes 
forth perverted. 

 
Unfortunately, we can’t be sure exactly when Habakkuk wrote or precisely what the 
situation he faced was. 
 
In verse 4 – when he talks about the wicked – he is either bemoaning the Assyrians 
who are oppressing Judah – or much more likely he is bemoaning the rise of wicked 
men within Judah. 
 
Most probably the situation is this. After many years under the wicked Manasseh, 
Judah was blessed with a good King – Josiah. He fought against idolatry and 
corruption and reintroduced the proper worship of God and the keeping of the Law. 

                                            
1 Harold Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to Good People (New York: Schocken, 
1981) p. 134. 
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But in 609 BC Josiah was tragically killed. 
 
Here is what happened after he died. 2 Kings 23:31–32: 
 

Jehoahaz (Josiah’s son) was twenty-three years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. ... And he did what was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

 
Think about this. Jehoahaz only reigned for three months – yet the summary of his 
rule was this – he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his 
fathers had done. 
 
It took Josiah years of hard work and struggle to start to turn the nation around. It took 
Jehoahaz just three months to undo all that reform. Evil prospers quickly. 
 
When Jehoahaz was deposed Jehoiakim took over and reigned for eleven years. He 
continued in the ways of evil and the nation spiralled down quickly. 
 
Habakkuk was a man of God. I am sure he was thrilled when Josiah came to power 
and instituted reform. But he would have been crushed when his death led to a return 
of idolatry, immorality and every form of evil. 
 
He saw the nation spiral down. Wickedness ran unchecked. The judges, priests and 
king did nothing. 
 
And even more alarmingly – it seemed to him that God did nothing. 
 
So Habakkuk had a few questions for God. 
 

O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? 
 
I have been calling out for you to intervene but my cries seem to fall on deaf ears. 
 
I cry out about “Violence!” and you do not save? I am forced to see evil all around me. 
The law is paralysed, and justice never goes forth. 
 
The picture is of a nation descending into lawlessness. The legal system is 
compromised. Everyone does what seems good in their own eyes knowing there will 
be no accounting. 
 
So Habakkuk says – what is going on here Lord? Why aren’t you intervening? I know 
you hate evil – so do something! 
 
Every one of us has felt this same tension. 
 
Australia is nowhere near the point that Judah was at. But, I have found myself 
lamenting the rise of lawlessness. 
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Pick up the paper any day. Bikie gangs, assassinations, corruption. Murder, rape and 
theft. 
 
We have an atheist Prime Minister, a dysfunctional government, gay marriage on the 
horizon, greed, immorality and porn flourishing. 
 
I am sure many of us have said – God – where are you? – please intervene! 
 
That was the cry of Habakkuk – but in this case – God answers back. 
 
Habakkuk 1:5–11: 
 

“Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing 
a work in your days that you would not believe if told. For behold, I am raising 
up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth 
of the earth, to seize dwellings not their own. They are dreaded and fearsome; 
their justice and dignity go forth from themselves. Their horses are swifter than 
leopards, more fierce than the evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly 
on. Their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift to devour. They 
all come for violence, all their faces forward. They gather captives like sand. At 
kings they scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They laugh at every fortress, for they 
pile up earth and take it. Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty 
men, whose own might is their god!” 

 
God’s answer to Habakkuk’s prayer is the Chaldean’s – another name for the 
Babylonians. 
 
I will send the Babylonians to cauterise the wickedness in Israel. 
 
Habakkuk said – who will bring justice? – verse 7 – they will bring their own brand of 
justice. 
 
Habakkuk said – who will deal with violence? – verse 9 – they will deal with violence. 
 
Habakkuk says kings and priests and judges – turn a blind eye – God says – fine they 
are not afraid of kings and judges – they will bring retribution. 
 
But what is stunning is that God would use this nation in this way. Read the description 
again – they are brutal, violent, proud, merciless. 
 
The summary is there in verse 10 – guilty men, whose own might is their god! 
 
Habakkuk wanted God to act. This is not the action he was expecting. 
 
Imagine if you prayed to God concerning the lawlessness and godlessness of Australia 
and He sent back this message: 
 

I have heard your despair. I will act. I will raise up the Taliban. They will gather 
vicious warriors who do not fear death. They will invade Australia. Death will be 
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their companion. Atrocities will follow them. At their hands the workers of evil 
will die. Of course some who are not so evil will also perish. 

 
In a sense this is what God says to Habakkuk. 
 
This was an answer – but certainly not the one he was expecting. In fact it only 
multiplied his concerns about God. So Habakkuk confronts God again. 
 
Verse 12: 
 

Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. 
 
I don’t understand this. You are the eternal God. You are my God – the Holy One. 
 
And because you are our God – we will not die. 
 
Here is what is going through Habakkuk’s mind. God is eternal. His purposes do not 
change. He promised that Israel would always be His people. 
 
Numbers 23:19: 
 

God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his 
mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfil 
it? 

 
And what has God promised? Psalm 89:28–36: 
 

My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, and my covenant will stand firm 
for him. I will establish his offspring forever and his throne as the days of the 
heavens. If his children forsake my law and do not walk according to my 
rules, if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commandments, then I will 
punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes, but I will 
not remove from him my steadfast love or be false to my faithfulness. I 
will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips. 
Once for all I have sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. His offspring 
shall endure forever, his throne as long as the sun before me. 

 
That is pretty clear. Even if Israel sins – God will not stop loving them or violate His 
covenant with them. 
 
So sending a nation to punish them – bring them to nothing – cart them into captivity 
– isn’t this violating the promises God has made? 
 
And just as baffling – how can a holy God use an impure instrument? 
 
Verses 12-17: 
 

O Lord, you have ordained them as a judgment, and you, O Rock, have 
established them for reproof. You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and 
cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors and remain silent when 
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the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he? You make mankind 
like the fish of the sea, like crawling things that have no ruler. He brings all of 
them up with a hook; he drags them out with his net; he gathers them in his 
dragnet; so he rejoices and is glad. Therefore he sacrifices to his net and makes 
offerings to his dragnet; for by them he lives in luxury, and his food is rich. Is he 
then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations forever? 

 
God is holy. There is no taint of evil in Him. In fact He is so holy he cannot look upon 
evil. 
 
But now God will use this impure, wicked nation to punish a nation that – while sinful 
– surely they are not as sinful as Babylon. 
 
Babylon goes out among the nations gathering the people like a fisherman gathers 
fish – killing, casting aside and moving on. 
 
Merciless killing of the nations makes the Babylonians rich. 
 
In the eyes of Habakkuk – God is dealing with a wrong by creating an even greater 
wrong. 
 
To him it is like having a drug dealer living next door – and you tell your uncle who 
hires a hit man to wipe them out. 
 
Habakkuk is convinced God is wrong so – chapter 2 verse 1: 
 

I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look 
out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer concerning my 
complaint. 

 
I know I am right and God is wrong. So I will wait here for God to give an account. 
 
I doubt too many of us have been bold enough to say that to God – but in our lives we 
have acted in the same way. 
 
Tragedy, disappointment, problems that seem make absolutely no sense to us. 
 
A sixteen year old boy wants one final swim in Bali – and drowns. 
 
AIDS devastates a continent. 
 
And then there is the case when the finger of disaster strikes us. A child with a serious 
illness. A husband who turns out to be vile and sadistic. Finances wiped out overnight. 
 
 It is not how a good and omnipotent God should act. 
 
God who promises everlasting love to Israel does not choose a wicked instrument to 
annihilate them. 
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So Habakkuk takes his place to await an answer. The implication is that there is no 
possible way God can give a reasonable answer. God will have to say – yes I was 
wrong – I was angry and made a statement that is wrong – I retract it. 
 
But what a low view of God this is. 
 
Habakkuk thinks he has a high view of God. The One from everlasting – my Holy One, 
the Rock with eyes too pure to see evil. 
 
But he is wrong. 
 
God’s ways are not our ways. Listen to Paul in Romans 11:33–35: 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?” “Or who has 
given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 

 
Paul was specifically dealing with God’s plan of election for Israel. Things hadn’t gone 
the way Israel thought they should – and Paul says – God’s ways are beyond ours. 
 
If we could understand all the intricacies of the workings of God – then He wouldn’t be 
God. 
 
God can even use the evil of men to bring about His good purposes. 
 
We learned this from Joseph. Sold into slavery due to the sin of his brothers. 
 
But God used their sin to save the nation. Genesis 50:20: 
 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 

 
We learned this from Jesus. God used the sin of evil men to achieve His purposes in 
salvation. Acts 2:22–24: 
 

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 
midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, delivered up according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was 
not possible for him to be held by it. 

 
God works all things together for good. 
 
When you are going through the trial it is hard to see the hand of God. 
 
When Joseph was in the pit – it was hard to see the hand of God. 
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When he was on the camel heading to Egypt – most likely to never see his father again 
– it was hard to see the hand of God. 
 
When Potiphar’s wife lied and sent him unjustly to the dungeon – it was hard to see 
the hand of God. 
 
When Pharaoh’s cupbearer forgot to honour his pledge of help to Joseph – it was hard 
to see the hand of God. 
 
But when Joseph was raised to power and in a position to save the whole nation – to 
preserve the line that would lead to the Messiah – then you see the hand of God at 
work. 
 
But when you are in the dungeon – it is so hard to trust. 
 
But, this is the lesson Habakkuk – and every one of us – must learn. 
 
Yes, it is hard to understand why the path for Israel includes defeat by the Babylonians 
and exile – but if God is indeed all powerful and all good – then we have to trust that 
he knows what he is doing. 
 
And so – God presents to two paths that everyone who struggles to walk by faith must 
face. 
 
Look at verses 2-5 of chapter 2: 
 

And the Lord answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he 
may run who reads it. For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to 
the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not 
delay. “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous 
shall live by his faith. Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never 
at rest. His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death he has never enough. He 
gathers for himself all nations and collects as his own all peoples.” 

 
Scriptures speaks of prophets who take the message of the Lord and run throughout 
the land admonishing, warning and encouraging. 
 
The Lord is going to give Habakkuk a message that all the peoples need to hear. 
 
Before we get to the message – God says – you won’t understand this message until 
the appointed time. Only when more of the plan of salvation and redemption is 
revealed will this make sense. 
 
But the plan will come to pass – God does not lie. 
 
At times it will seem slow in coming – but it will come. 
 
What is the message? 
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There are two ways to live: 
 

Faith in man 
 
Faith in God 

 
The vision, the answer to Habakkuk’s great dilemma is then found in verse 4. Look at 
this verse: 
 

Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall 
live by his faith. 

 
This is one of the most famous verses in the Old Testament. Paul uses it a number of 
times to justify his gospel of grace. 
 
The first way to live is to have faith in man. 
 
The first part of this verse is one of the most notoriously difficult passages to translate. 
If you scan a few different versions you will find a host of translations. 
 
This verse literally translates like this, “Behold, it is swollen, his soul within him is not 
level.” 
 
And you say, what does that mean? Good question. 
 
When this verse says, “It is swollen,” the IT refers to HIS SOUL WITHIN HIM. “His soul 
within him is swollen – puffed up.” It is speaking of the person who is puffed up, proud, 
vain, presumptuous. The one who is self confident. He can handle things on his own. 
He knows better than God how his life should be run. 
 
The status of this person is: Righteous in his own eyes. God’s wisdom has no place 
in his life because he is self sufficient. He can handle what comes. 
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This is the attitude of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4:30 where he said: 
 

Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal 
residence and for the glory of my majesty? 

 
I, I, I. I am great. I can do it. I don’t need God. 
 
Of this type of proud person, the Lord says: “His soul within him is not upright – or 
literally – not level.” 
 
This is word that is used in Isaiah 40:3 for the levelling of hills. It refers to bringing 
something down and making it level. It is used here metaphorically to refer to being 
brought down and made HUMBLE. The soul of the proud is NOT humble. But pride 
has its consequences. The proud will be humbled. 
 
Isaiah 2:12: 
 

For the Lord of hosts has a day against all that is proud and lofty, against all 
that is lifted up—and it shall be brought low. 

 
Pride comes before a fall. 
 
I know what is best for me. 
 
I will not trust in God – I only trust in me. 
 
The proud insist on relying on their own sufficiency. Through their strength, their might, 
their power, they think they can shape their own destiny. 
 
But they can’t. God controls the destiny of nations and kings, sparrows and slugs. And 
there will be a day of reckoning for those who trust in their own resources. 
 
Despite this, we all tend to rely on self. Pride comes naturally to us.  
 
The story is told that back in 1934, when the Cunard line was getting ready to name 
its greatest ocean liner, the consensus was that it should be named after Queen 
Elizabeth I. A high official is reported to have had an audience with King George V. 
“We would like to name the ship after England’s greatest queen,” he told the king. 
“Well,” said King George, “I shall have to ask her.” The ship was promptly named the 
Queen Mary. 
 
Pride is as natural to us as breathing. 
 
We think we can handle our destiny – but is there a man, a politician, a scientist – you 
would entrust your eternal life to? 
 
Pride blinds us to our own helplessness and limitations. 
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Habakkuk could not see that he was heading to the way of pride – faith in man – faith 
in himself. 
 
He knew what was best fort the people of Israel – he knew better than God. 
 
But the prophecy does not end here, the Lord goes on to provide the flip side to His 
first pronouncement. It is the cornerstone to all Scripture. He provides the second of 
the two ways to live – faith in God. 
 
Those who are righteous are to live by faith in God. 
 
Sounds simple. But, I couldn’t tell you how many trees have given their lives in vain 
and how many oceans of ink have been spilt needlessly writing on this little phrase. 
 
One problem is this. When the Apostle Paul’s doctrine of salvation by grace was 
challenged, this was the verse he turned to. The problem arises because Paul quoted 
Habakkuk and said, “The righteous will live by faith.” 
 
But, many contend that this verse in Habakkuk actually says, “The righteous will live 
by HIS FAITHFULNESS.” 
 
The charge is that Paul changed Habakkuk’s statement concerning a man’s faithful 
actions toward God into a statement about man’s faith IN God. 
 
You probably don’t see the big deal. Good! Because there is no big deal. 
 
Scripture NEVER separates faith from its fruit – faithfulness. It is only in our Western 
mind-set with its Greek philosophical biases that we could ever think of separating 
faith and faithfulness. 
 
A faithful man lives by faith. A man of faith is faithful. 
 
You can’t live dependant on God and live a shamefully sinless life. 
 
Only in our way of thinking can we say – Oh I believe in Christ – great I’m saved – now 
I’ll wallow in sin. 
 
But true faith leads to faithful living. Faith and faithfulness are two sides of the same 
coin and must never be divorced from each other. 
 
True faith means living totally for God. 
 
A missionary to Africa Vincent Donovan was speaking with a Masai elder about the 
reality of belief and unbelief. In their conversation, the Masai elder pointed out that the 
about word Donovan had been using in Swahili to convey the word “faith” was not a 
very good word in their language. The word they were using for “faith” meant literally, 
“to agree to.” 
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The Masai elder said that to believe by just agreeing to something was like a white 
hunter shooting an animal from a great distance. Only his eyes and his finger got into 
it. 
 
The Masai elder then said that for one to really believe is more like a lion going after 
its prey. The lion’s nose and ears sense the prey. He sniffs the air and locates it. Then 
he crouches, and slithers along the ground virtually invisible. Then he pounces with all 
that he is. 
 
True faith means putting your whole life into following Christ. Faith in Christ and 
faithfulness to Christ go hand in hand. 
 
Living by faith is not just giving mental assent to some facts – it is choosing to submit 
your whole life to Christ. 
 
That is how we trust Christ. Not just with minds but with all that we are. 
 
Everything we are must believe and live these truths. 
 
God is all powerful. 
God loves me enough to die for me. 
God will only do what is ultimately for my good. 
God will work all things together for good. 
 
Anything else is not Christian living. 
 
If that went over your head – don’t worry. The point is that Paul was not twisting this 
prophecy. 
 
The righteous do live by faith. They gain eternal life by placing their lives in the hands 
of God. 
 
They walk by faith. They do not understand everything about the ways of God – but 
they know God. 
 
We live by faith in so many areas. On Monday I went to a funeral in Sydney. 
 
I got in a metal tube weighing hundreds of tons and it flew at thousands of feet. 
 
I have almost no understanding of aerodynamics or aviation engineering – but I trusted 
my life to the men and women who do. 
 
But in terms of my eternal life – there is only one I would trust. 
 
The One who made the heavens and the earth – and the One who loved me enough 
to die for me. 
 
There are two ways to live. One way trusts self. I can order my world. I can shape my 
destiny. I know what is best for me. 
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This is the way of the fool. It is the way of the proud. 
 
The other way trusts God. It is the way of the righteous. It is the way of faith. It is the 
way of Christian living. 
 
If God says it – we obey – whether we understand fully or not. 
 
Brothers and sisters – we can have faith in man. 
 
We are impressive – we put a man on the moon. 
 
Or we can trust God who is beyond impressive – after all He created the moon. 
 
Here in verse 5 is a description of man – weak man: 
 

Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never at rest. His greed is 
as wide as Sheol; like death he has never enough. He gathers for himself all 
nations and collects as his own all peoples. 

 
That is not the one you want to trust your eternal destiny to. 
 
Then in chapter 2 verses 6-20 – the Lord says this. 
 
I will not forget Babylon. They might be used to chastise Israel now – but their sin will 
not go unpunished. 
 
God knows who they are. Plunderers of nations. Workers of iniquity. Idolators. 
 
In a series of five woes – God says – don’t worry – Babylon and its pride will fall. They 
will be brought low. 
 
This book ends with the prayer of Habakkuk in chapter 3. 
 
It is a very similar to the book of Job. 
 
Job questions what God has done to him. The Lord says – OK – stand there like a 
man and answer – where were you when I created the heavens. Tell me how I made 
the great creatures. Tell me what eternity is like. 
 
And Job says – I spoke out of turn – I submit in sackcloth and ashes. Do what you will 
– your ways are greater than mine. 
 
That is what Habakkuk says. 
 
Chapter 3 verses 1-2: 
 

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. O Lord, I have 
heard the report of you, and your work, O Lord, do I fear.  

 
Lord, I should have known better than to question you. Revive faith in me. 
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He expresses his faith in the glory and splendour of God. 
 
He recounts God’s faithful dealings with Israel in poetic terms. 
 
Then this. Verse 16: 
 

I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound; rottenness enters 
into my bones; my legs tremble beneath me. Yet I will quietly wait for the day 
of trouble to come upon people who invade us. 

 
Habakkuk is not happy that the Babylonians will come and decimate Judah. It will be 
unpleasant. He will struggle with it. He is afraid. 
 
But he will trust – and he will wait quietly. 
 
Finally, the book ends with one of the greatest statements of faith in Scripture. 
 
Verses 17-19: 
 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce 
of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and 
there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the 
God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the 
deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. 

 
Lord – I chose to live by faith in You. 
 
If there is no food – no figs, fruit, olives, no cattle. If the future looks as desolate as 
possible – yet will I rejoice in the Lord. 
 
I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
 
I will be as sure-footed in my faith as a deer on the high places. 
 
We don’t know if Habakkuk lived to see the Babylonian invasion or not. 
 
We do know he would not have lived long enough to see Babylon humbled. 
 
And he never saw the culmination of the prophecy. 
 
Israel had repeatedly looked to their own strength to save themselves. They failed to 
look to God. 
 
To save them – God had to destroy them. 
 
God used the Babylonians to punish them – to cart them into captivity. And there they 
were without hope. They sat by the waters of Babylon and wept. 
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BUT – then God worked a miracle. He overthrew Babylon – He raised up Persia – and 
He worked in the heart of Persian King Cyrus – to free His people from exile. 
This was a picture of what God would do to free His people from sin. 
 
God would send Jesus to save His people. 
 
Habakkuk never actually saw any of this. He probably only saw the destruction of 
Judah. 
 
But by faith He saw it. 
 
Brothers and sisters – every one of us has times where the path before us makes little 
sense. 
 
If I were running the world – I would not allow that – tsunamis, AIDS, rape. 
 
And we can say – I can do better. Faith in man. 
 
Or we can say: 
 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce 
of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and 
there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the 
God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the 
deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. 

 
This is the way of faith in God. 
 
I have often wondered – when Habakkuk began and said – God how long shall I cry 
for help? How long will you let the wicked in Judah prosper? 
 
What did he think God would do? 
 
God raised up a godly King – Josiah – but as soon as he died – iniquity returned worse 
than ever. 
 
Did he want God to cause every sinful man to drop dead in Judah? That would kill 
everyone. 
 
God knew there was sin – and God did something. He sent Jesus – to deal with sin 
once for all time. 
 
The righteous shall live by faith – faith in Jesus. 
 
Faith saves us. Faith allows us to keep going in a fallen world. And faith will take us to 
glory. 
 
Have faith in God – He will never leave you or forsake you. He will never let you down. 


