
Entering The Impossible Kingdom 
(Mark 10:17-31 September 6, 2015) 

 

 
 
CT Studd was into born to a life of privilege and affluence in 19th century England. 
 
He attended Eton and then Trinity College in Cambridge. He was a tremendous 
sportsman and played cricket for England. In fact he played in the very first Ashes 
Cricket Test. 
 
On the surface, Studd was a man who seemed to have everything. Wealth, fame, 
looks, position – but by his own admission he lived life in “an unhappy backslidden 
state.” 
 
He had made a profession of faith in Jesus, but nothing about the way he lived had 
really changed. 
 
He had everything and was still dissatisfied. He lacked something. 
 
However, in 1884 after his brother George was taken seriously ill, CT asked himself 
this question, “What is all the fame and flattery worth ... when a man comes to face 
eternity?” 
 
He came to realise that his affluence and fame were actually what hindered him from 
finding joy in Christ. 
 
He gave up life as a nobleman and cricketer and headed to China as a missionary. 
 
While he was there his father died leaving him a simply staggering amount of money. 
 
But, as he thought about his earlier life, he was worried that the money might tempt 
him away from Christ and into backsliding – so he gave his entire fortune away to 
various mission organisations. 
 
He spent most of the remainder of his life in pioneer missions work in the Sudan, 
Congo and other parts of Africa. 
 
So what drives a man of privilege to give up everything and choose a life of poverty, 
hardship and struggle? 
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Impossible 
Kingdom 

Mark 10:17-31



CT wrote a famous poem where two lines summed up what motivated every decision 
he made. 
 

 
 

Only one life 'twill soon be past, 
Only what's done for Christ will last. 

 
CT Studd chose a Cross Centred Life – but he would be the first to say – it wasn’t 
loss – it was gain. I believe Studd heeded the words of Jesus in this morning’s 
passage. 
 
We are working our way through the Gospel of Mark and we are in the midst of a 
section where Jesus tells us that to be His disciples we must join Him in: 
 

 
 

• Sacrificing (9:30-10:31) 
 
We saw Jesus tell the disciples that He would suffer and die. 
 
Their response was ugly and distasteful. A dispute broke out as to who was the 
greatest. And Jesus told them kingdom greatness is different to any earthly kingdom. 
 
It is the least, the servant who is great. And the it is the great ones who will find 
themselves last. 
 
Jesus then gave five examples of the type of sacrifice that flows from living a cross 
centred life. 
 
We now come to the section where Jesus teaches on just how hard it is to accept this 
teaching concerning the cross and a crucified lifestyle. 



 
This morning we will meet a man who most Jews would say is someone who is among 
the most likely to get to heaven. If anyone can get there by the character of his life – 
he can. 
 
But Jesus says – no – not only will he find it hard – in fact it is impossible for this man 
to get to heaven. 
 
The disciples were stunned at this. 
 
Why can’t he get there? 
 
The answer Jesus gives is that this man refuses to relinquish something that you 
cannot enter heaven with if you still have it. 
 
What is it? It is an idol. 
 
I’m going to show my age a bit here – but one of my favourite TV shows when I was 
younger was Mission Impossible – this was the basis for the later Tom Cruise movies. 
 
It centred on the IM Force – the Impossible Missions Force. 
 
They were a team who were given tasks that seemed impossible. 
 
When I read this passage – I realised here was a task that even the IM Force would 
find impossible: 
 

Your mission Jim, should you choose to accept it, is to enter the kingdom of 
heaven with an idol. 
 
As always, should you or any of your I.M. Force be caught or killed, the Devil 
will disavow any knowledge of your actions. This tape will self-destruct for all 
eternity. Good luck, Jim. 

 
There are some things that are simply impossible. 
 
The point Jesus makes in our passage today is straight forward: 
 

 
 

It is 
impossible 
to carry a 

cross and an 
idol into 
heaven



It is impossible to carry a cross and an idol into heaven. 
 
What do I mean by an idol? 
 
It is anything that you value or trust more than God. 
 
It might be a little carved hunk of wood. It might be a Ferrari. It might be your bank 
account. It might be something good – your career or family. It might be something 
bad – a besetting sin. 
 
It is anything you value more than God. Something you are not willing to give up in 
order to gain eternal life. 
 

 
 
Tim Keller puts it this way: 
 

The human heart is an idol factory that takes good things like a successful 
career, love, material possessions, even family, and turns them into ultimate 
things. 

 
Idols consume our time and thoughts and life. 
 
Or Paul Tripp says this: 
 

Even a good thing can become a god thing. 
 
Good things can become our god. 
 
If you don’t have a wife – finding a wife can become more important to you than loving 
God. 
 
If you have a great wife you love very much – she can become more important to you 
than God. 
 
If you have a not so good wife you don’t love – finding a way to replace her can become 
more important to you than God. 
 

Tim Keller: 

The human heart is an idol factory that takes 
good things like a successful career, love, 
material possessions, even family, and turns 
them into ultimate things. 

Paul Tripp: 

Even a good thing can become a god thing.



The rich young ruler had one of the most common, pervasive and dangerous idols – 
materialism. 
 
Many people see the example of the rich young ruler simply as a lesson about the 
dangers of money. It is. But it is also far, far more. 
 
We all have our idols. Money is one of them – one many, many of us struggle with. 
But, whatever your idol is – if it comes before God – the point is you can’t get to heaven 
unless you lay it down. 
 
To see how this fleshes out – turn with me to Mark 10:17. 
 
We begin with: 
 
The Right Question 
 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him 
and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

 
This is the great question every man woman and child needs to ask. Is there a God? 
Is there life after death? If so how do I get it? 
 
The surprise here is not the question – but the one who asked Jesus this question. 
 
We know a number of things about this man who ran up to Jesus. 
 
He was rich – we are told he had great possessions. 
 
Matthew tells us he was young. 
 
Luke tells us he was a ruler – a lay leader of the synagogue. 
 
And as we will see he worked hard to keep the Law. 
 
You put these facts together and you have someone who the Jews would identify as 
the man most likely to get to heaven. 
 
He was: 
 

 



 
Rich – wealth was viewed as a sign of blessing. An indication of the favour of God. 
 
Proverbs 15:6:  
 

In the house of the righteous there is much treasure. 
 
He was a: 
 
Young Ruler – The ruler of a synagogue is someone whose leadership and godliness 
are evident to the community. This was usually an older man. The fact this man was 
young and he was in this position showed that his godly character, his piety, must 
have been exceptional. 
 
He was a: 
 
Law Keeper – This man had strived since youth to keep the Law. 
 
If there was anyone who could get to heaven by his effort, his merit – it was this guy. 
 
He probably rivalled the Apostle Paul as one righteous under the Law. 
 
But you don’t get into the kingdom of God by merit and achievement. 
 
Remember what came right before this passage. 
 
Some parents wanted to bring little children to Jesus. The disciples stepped in and 
stopped them. Children were nothing. Weak, poor, unable to keep the Law, no status, 
one rung above the family dog. 
 
But Jesus said – to such as these – the helpless nobodies – to them belongs the 
kingdom of heaven. You need childlike helplessness to enter the kingdom. 
 
Now along comes a man who is a complete contrast to these insignificant children. He 
is an important somebody. He deserves a place in heaven – but as we will see – to 
such does not belong the kingdom of heaven. 
 
This kingdom is different to any earthly kingdom. The last are first and the first are last. 
 
Great ones don’t get in. The unworthy are at the front of the line. 
 
Why? Because this shows no man is great – only God is great. 
 
But, the question we have to ask is why was a man like this coming to Jesus anyway? 
 
Jesus is someone the respectable people despised – someone who was not rich, was 
not a ruler and did not keep the Law of the Pharisees. 
 



Yet – the rich young ruler ran up to Jesus – respectable people don’t run – he knelt 
publicly before Jesus – important people don’t kneel before nobodies – he called him 
good teacher – we have no record of a Jew addressing any man like this. 
 
This man knew he was putting his place of esteem and privilege at risk. So why did 
he do it? 
 
Matthew helps us out. When this man came to Jesus he knew that keeping the Law 
had not been enough – so he asked Jesus – what do I still lack? 
 
All his wealth and leadership and Law keeping still left him dissatisfied. He knew that 
His relationship with God still lacked something. 
 
He looked at Jesus and while others saw a Law breaker – He saw an incredibly moral, 
compassionate man who was satisfied – someone who lacked nothing. He saw 
something in Jesus he desperately wanted. 
 
There are so many people who seem to have everything – but they lack – they are 
unhappy. 
 
A few days ago there was an article in the paper concerning Markus Persson. 
 
Markus is a Swedish entrepreneur who sold his video game Minecraft to Microsoft for 
$2.7 billion dollars. 
 
He seemed to have everything. He bought a Beverley Hills mansion for $98 million – 
outbidding Beyonce and Jay Z. He installed an enormous candy wall in it and began 
to host wild parties.  
 
But his Tweets this week showed that money doesn’t buy happiness. Here is what he 
Tweeted. 
 

The problem with getting everything is you run out of reasons to keep trying, 
and human interaction becomes impossible due to imbalance.  
 
Markus Persson (@notch) August 29, 2015 

 
Hanging out in Ibiza with a bunch of friends and partying with famous people, 
able to do whatever I want, and I’ve never felt more isolated. 
 
Markus Persson (@notch) August 29, 2015 

 
In Sweden, I will sit around and wait for my friends with jobs and families to 
have time to do [stuff], watching my reflection in the monitor. 
 
Markus Persson (@notch) August 29, 2015 

 
And all that money lost him his friends and his girl. 
 



When we sold the company, the biggest effort went into making sure the 
employees got taken care of, and they all hate me now. 
 
Found a great girl, but she's afraid of me and my life style and went with a 
normal person instead. 
 
Markus Persson (@notch) August 29, 2015 

 
How sad is that? A man with everything – and nothing. 
 
I suspect this is the rich young ruler. 
 
I suspect this may be some of you today. An ache for relevance and significance and 
meaning in your life. 
 
A suspicion that there is more to this world than money and pleasure. 
 
You worked so hard to get the things you wanted only to find they don’t satisfy. 
 
Maybe you have asked this same question – how do I get eternal life? 
 
This leads us to: 
 
The surprising answer 
 
If you are reading your Bible on the bus and the lady opposite you says – you must be 
a Christian – so tell me how can I become a Christian? 
 
When you recover from the shock of someone actually asking that – most of us 
probably wouldn’t lead with – well you need to understand that only God is good – so 
keep the 10 commandments and by the way you need to sell everything you have and 
give it to the poor. 
 
Yet, this is pretty much what Jesus did. 
 
Why? Because this is what was needed to get to the heart of this man’s problem. 
 
Look at Jesus’ response in verse 18: 
 

Why do you call me good, no one is good but God alone? 
 
You want to be good like me – realise you can’t do it through your own effort. 
 
Only God is good. You can’t meet the standard which is perfection. 
 
Then Jesus asks Him these questions to try and help the man to see his need. Verse 
19: 
 



You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honour your father and 
mother.’ ” 

 
If I asked the average person on the street today – have you kept the 10 
commandments? 
 
I would would probably get – can you remind me what they are again? OK – I’ve 
probably lied a bit and I have coveted my neighbour’s wife – but overall I’m better than 
most. 
 
I think I’m doing OK with them. 
 
If I then said – well rate yourself out of 10 on the goodness scale – most would probably 
say – around a 6. 
 
Anything to put me in the top half – deserving of heaven. 
 
Remember, the rich young ruler looked at Jesus and saw someone good – someone 
he would give a 10 to on the goodness scale. 
 
Jesus was good beyond anything this man had seen. 
 
So how did he view himself? 
 
In verse 20 he says with a very straight face: 
 

Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth. 
 
To this man – lust and anger and greed didn’t count. He hadn’t actually committed 
adultery or murder or worshipped a carved idol. To this man – he truly believed he had 
kept the commandments. 
 
He was good – not perfect – but really good. 
 
If you asked him to rate himself – he would give probably himself a 9 on the goodness 
scale. 
 
He thinks what he needs to do is move from a 9 to a 10 – he is looking for the way to 
do this – and Jesus might hold he answer. And Jesus does. 
 
But first, what he needs to realise is that he is actually a 0 on the goodness scale. 
 
Only God is good. 
 
All his good works are as filthy rags. 
 
There is none righteous – not even one. 
 
And he is not alone. The truth is every one of us is a 0. 



 
God’s standard is perfection. In God’s eyes goodness is not on a scale – it is binary – 
you are either good or evil. 
 
To sin once, to fall short once – to miss the mark by one millimetre – makes you a 
sinner – a 0 on the goodness scale. 
 
We all sin and are all totally unrighteous. 
 
It is only when we realise this that we give up trying to earn our way to heaven – we 
stop striving to find that last bit of righteousness that will get us in – and we realise our 
only hope is for God to wash us and make us clean. 
 
So Jesus gives this man a reality check to try and show him the truth. 
 
Verse 21: 
 

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, 
sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” 

 
That is not the response we probably expected. 
 
You might think this is a harsh answer – it isn’t. Jesus loved this man. He wanted him 
to find eternal life. 
 
He had to shake him loose from the notion that he was fairly good. 
 
This man had to give up the notion that he was close to earning it. 
 
What Jesus does is show Him he has in fact broken the greatest of the 10 
commandments. 
 
The first commandment is this – You shall have no other gods before Me. 
 
Money had become an idol – a god in this man’s life. 
 
If money was more important to him than the Lord – then he had violated the first 
commandment and as James tells us – if we violate the Law at one point – we violate 
the whole Law. 
 
This man is not close to heaven – he is as far away as anyone – it is just that he 
doesn’t know it. 
 
Over the years one of the most fertile grounds for evangelism has been prisons. Why? 
Because those men and women know they are sinners – know they won’t make it by 
their own efforts – know they need God to do what they cannot. 
 
The boardrooms of top ASX companies, successful surgeons, lawyers, accountants –  
have not been fertile grounds for evangelism? Why? Because these are successful 



men and women – they are used to getting what they want by their own effort – they 
don’t consider themselves as sinful. 
 
Jesus loved this man so He showed this man the truth – that he was an idolater, a 
sinner, absolutely lost. 
 
When we grasp this – Jesus’ answer is not that surprising. 
 
Jesus, Peter and Paul give other responses to the question – what must I do to be 
saved? 
 
John 6:28–29:  
 

Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” Jesus 
answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.”  

 
Acts 2:37–38:  
 

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Acts 16:30–31:  
 

Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And 
they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.”  

 
But they are not that different. Repentance requires us to recognise we are sinners 
and count the cost of putting God first – choosing a sacrificial cross centred lifestyle. 
 
Faith means we trust God ahead of our resources and efforts. We make sure there is 
no other god to rival the true God. 
 
Jesus knew the way to make this man realise these truths. 
 
So here is how I would paraphrase Jesus’ message to the rich young ruler. 
 

 
 



You can’t earn your way to heaven, but it costs everything you have to 
enter. 

 
Part of the gospel is the truth that our love for Jesus has to be preeminent. 
 
No idol, no sin, no treasure can come before our love for Jesus. 
 
I suggest that every one of us has idols. 
 
For many of us – if not every one of us – materialism will be one of them. It is why 
Jesus focussed on it here and so many times in the Gospels. 
 
When we think of rich people – we think of these guys: 
 
Bill Gates and Warren Buffett and Mark Zuckerberg. 
 
Most of us don’t think we are rich. 
 
But in terms of the world – all of us here this morning are rich. 95% of the world – 
maybe more – would swap their assets for yours in a heartbeat. 
 
We only have to look at the refugee crisis in Europe to see people desperate to get 
the kind of life you have. 
 
And you know what – even for poor people and middle class people – money is just 
as much an idol. 
 
As James White says: 
 

It’s not how much money you have it is how much you love it. 
 
Is money an idol for you? 
 
If you are unsure if money and possessions are an idol for you – then here are some 
screening questions to help you gauge whether money might be an idol for you. I had 
a long list – but let me just give you three. 
 
It doesn’t matter what your income is – it doesn’t matter your assets – this list applies 
to us all: 
 

 

Could you willingly give up everything? 

Are you serving two masters? 

Do you live sacrificially?



 
• Could you willingly give up everything? 

 
Put yourself in the shoes of the rich young ruler. 
 
Would you sell all your possessions and give it all to the poor if Jesus commanded 
you? 
 
I asked myself that this week – and the answers weren’t as good as I wanted. 
 
If Jesus asked that of me – I’m pretty sure I would hesitate. But Lord I have a family – 
they need a house and food and stuff. Surely you don’t mean everything? How about 
a hefty donation? 
 
But then I thought more – if that is what it would take to lead to eternal life – that is a 
bargain – and I love bargains. 
 
It would not be easy – but I would hope I would do it. 
 

• Are you serving two masters? 
 
You can’t do it – you just can’t do it. 
 
Does money dominate your life? 
 
Is it what you think about it, worry about, seek? 
 
Does it occupy more time and emotion than God? 
 
1 Timothy 6:6–10:  
 

Godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, 
and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, 
with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge 
people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs.  

 
If you want treasure in heaven – lay down that idol. 
 

• Do you live sacrificially? 
 
Do you view your money as God’s money and yourself as a steward? 
 
Do you have a budget and would God approve of it? 
 
Do you have such a large mortgage and debts that it forces the husband to work huge 
hours, the wife to pick up the pieces often including a fair number of hours working? 



Is there anything left for the Lord? Or do you just say – I would give if I could – I just 
can’t. 
 
Where do missionaries, the church, the poor – fit into your budget? Afterthoughts or 
priorities? 
 
Does your giving affect the way you live? If you only give to where it might hurt and 
change the way you live – if you don’t deny yourself some purchase, some holiday, 
some upgrade – you may love money too much. 
 
What would you do if you inherited a large chunk of money? Would you just think of 
you or would you think of the Lord? 
 
I hate talking about money and giving – you know speaking about money that isn’t part 
of the DNA of our church – maybe it should be. But because Jesus speaks of it in our 
passage I will simply say this. Considering the size of our church and the socio-
economic makeup – our giving per capita is far, far below what it should be. 
 
Recently, one of our members sent me a bulletin from a church in a country town that 
noted their weekly giving. It was not a mining town – in fact many in the church were 
actually on welfare. He pointed out that the church was about 2/3 the size of ours – 
yet their weekly giving was approaching twice ours. 
 
He asked me why that is when our people clearly earn more? 
 
What could I say? 
 
Maybe you can do the maths for me. 
 
Think of your family’s personal gross income. Got that figure. Now we won’t go with 
10% - we’ll halve it – 5%. How does your giving compare to that figure – is it anywhere 
close? 
 
Unfortunately, here is what often happens. Most students and younger people actually 
give sacrificially. But then they marry and take on a maximum mortgage and have kids 
and their expenses go up. 
 
So even when their income goes up – giving doesn’t – they have too much debt. 
 
They settled on a figure to give – often pretty low – and that is it – they just stick with 
it – or even reduce it. 
 
Look, I know many of you give sacrificially – bless you. But the reality is many of you 
don’t. 
 
You need a budget – then you need to bring your budget before the Lord. 
 
Giving is between you and the Lord. But read this text, read the Bible – and then decide 
your budget. 
 



I don’t say these things for the church’s sake – I say them for yours. 
 
CT Studd knew money was an idol for him and he laid it down. 
 
As Paul said in Philippians 3 – what he once thought was gain – to help him grow 
closer to the Lord – is actually an idol – it was loss. He had to lay them down – count 
them as rubbish – in order to gain Christ. 
 
If something is an idol – fight it with every fibre of your being. 
 
I ran my life through this list – and without doubt there are areas I need to improve on. 
I feel very convicted. I know I have to fight this beast. Maybe you do too. 
 
Does this mean every Christian has to sell everything to get to heaven? 
 
No. If it is an idol – yes. 
 
But, there are Christians who can handle riches. They don’t love money. They use it 
wisely. They use it to benefit the kingdom. 
 
Men like Abraham and Job and Boaz and David and Joseph of Arimathea were 
wealthy – but they had a very loose hold on their riches. 
 
As I say this – don’t find yourself whispering to yourself – phew – I think I am one who 
can handle it. 
 
Most of us struggle. Wealth is a handicap to getting to heaven and it can be a great 
snare. 
 
It can draw our focus from God. It can make you self-reliant. It can harden your heart. 
It can make you love this world. 
 
Wealth lets us indulge our other idols. 
 
It is a deadly danger to every one of us. 
 
If it is an idol for you – lay it down. 
 
Money is a great idol for all of us – but as well – there will be other idols – some sin – 
family, work, hobby, career, intelligence, sport: 
 

It is impossible to carry a cross and an idol into heaven. 
 
Don’t find yourself bargaining with God. I will give up these things – but not this idol. 
 
I can’t give up sleeping around, I can’t give up greed, I can’t give up gluttony. God will 
have to take me and this particular idol. 
 
I tell you – it just won’t happen. 
 



This leads us to: 
 
The Disappointing Response 
 
Verse 22:  
 

Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions.  

 
Jesus knew his idol – wealth. 
 
Jesus hit him right in his idol. 
 
Martin Luther astutely observed: 
 

There are three conversions necessary: the conversion of the heart, the mind 
and the wallet. 

 
Of these three, it may well be that the conversion of the wallet is the most difficult. 
 
You can feel the rich young ruler’s hesitation and anguish. 
 
Jesus had unmasked him. He was not good – so the question becomes – would he 
count the cost to become good? 
 
He was willing to give up a lot. Coming to Jesus had already cost this man privilege 
and position. But a child of God delights to give up the riches of this world. 
 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. Matthew 13:44:  

 
It should be a joy to sell all and gain the kingdom. 
 
But not for this man. In in the end – laying down his idol was too big a cost. 
 
He walked away – sorrowful – and we never hear of him again. 
 
This is so sad – he was so close to the kingdom. He asked the right question of the 
right person. He was willing to give up a great deal. 
 
But in the end he joins a litany of would be disciples who counted the cost and said – 
thanks but no thanks. 
 
In Luke 9 three men came and said – we will follow you wherever you go. But they 
had idols, wealth, family, comfort – they didn't count the cost. 
 
In John 6 many saw Jesus feed the 5000, walk on water – but when He talked about 
the cost – we are told many of them turned back and no longer walked with him. 
 



I pray no one here chooses their idol over the kingdom. 
 
Now we come to: 
 
The Impossible Miracle. 
 
Look at verse 23: 
 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 

 
The disciples had been taught that riches were a sign of God’s blessing – rich people 
were close to the kingdom. 
 
Jesus says no. 
 
That is the way of the world. In fact, riches are a handicap to eternal life. It actually 
puts you at the end of the kingdom line. If you have riches, you can seek it, concentrate 
on it, worry about it more than God. 
 
How difficult is Jesus saying it is for rich people to get to heaven? Impossibly difficult. 
 
As difficult as a camel fitting through the eye of a needle. Verses 24-25: 
 

And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

 
The camel was the largest beast of burden known to the Jews. The eye of a needle is 
what it suggests – the small opening on the end of a sewing needle. 
 
How impossible is it to pass a camel through the eye of a needle? Absolutely 
impossible! And that is the point. Camels don’t fit through needles. 
 
In the same way, it is not just difficult for a rich man or indeed any man – who is still 
carrying an idol – to get to heaven – it is impossible. 
 
Everyone who has read this illustration realises immediately that camels through 
needles equals impossible. Many react badly to the suggestion that it is impossible for 
man through his own efforts to do what is necessary to get to heaven. 
 
They want to water this saying down from impossible to merely difficult. 
 
Some claim that the word has been changed – the real word is not camel but cable – 
the word for thick rope. 
 
We have no manuscript evidence for this and anyway – it is still impossible to put a 
thick rope through the eye of a needle. 
 



A more popular way to water down this saying is to suggest that the eye of the needle 
was a name for a very small gate entering Jerusalem. They postulate that for a camel 
to get through this gate, it would have to be unloaded and crawl though on its knees. 
A difficult thing to do, but by no means impossible. 
 
The problem with this idea is that it is pure fantasy. No needle-eye gate is ever 
mentioned in any literature. Also, why build a gate that is so hard to get through? And 
if such a gate did exist, who would go to all the trouble of unloading his camel forcing 
it through the tight tunnel and then pushing all the goods through when he could simply 
walk a hundred metres down to one of the large gates. 
 
Jesus’ point is clear. Unless God is the absolute priority in our life we can’t enter 
heaven. 
 
And riches make it so hard to make God the priority. 
 
The disciples understood exactly what Jesus was saying. Verses 26-27: 
 

And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be 
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with 
God. For all things are possible with God.” 

 
They couldn’t believe their ears. They had been taught riches were a sign of blessing 
– the rich were so close to the kingdom. 
 
If this man – with all he had going for him – this earnest seeker couldn’t make it – who 
can? 
 
Notice Jesus doesn’t say: 
 

It is impossible for rich men to get to heaven – but only difficult for poor people. 
 
For all men it is impossible. 
 
So if it is impossible for all men to get there – why the focus on riches? 
 
Because – God provides a way of salvation – and riches can cause you to not accept 
that way of salvation. 
 
They have so much more to lay down in order to accept the gift. 
 
The point is God can do the impossible. He can save sinners – the 0’s on the goodness 
scale. 
 
God can even bring wealthy men into the impossible kingdom. 
 
It is just their wealth makes it harder to accept the offer of salvation. 
 
We have to choose to cherish that old rugged cross – to lay down the trophies and 
idols of this world – only then can we exchange it for a crown. 



 
Giving up everything sounds to many like a bad investment. 
 
It is not. We come now to: 
 

 
 
The Wise Investment. 
 
Verse 28:  
 

Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 
 
Peter is one of those guys – what you see is what you get. 
 
Hey we did this. We left our jobs and wealth and homes – what is in it for us? 
 
He is right – they did count the cost. They did leave everything to follow Jesus. 
 
They left fishing boats and tax desks and fathers and wives and homes. 
 
But the return is incredible. 
 
Verses 29-31: 
 

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age 
to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”  

 
If you put your money in the bank – you would be lucky to get a 3% return. 
 
Giving everything to follow Jesus doesn’t just give you a 100% return – but a 100 times 
return – a 10,000% return – in this life. 
 
You get the church. Brothers and sisters to walk with you, encourage you, help you. 
 
We help each other spiritually, financially, emotionally. 
 



And you have spiritual brethren and homes throughout this country and this world. 
Money can’t buy fellowship. 
 
I continually meet men and women that in most ways I have nothing in common with 
them – but our relationship in Christ makes us closer than some of my blood ties. 
 
Recently I spoke with a new Christian. Her faith caused a rift with some of those closest 
to her. One of them told her – you are all alone now. 
 
No she isn’t – she has us – ready or not – she has us – hundreds of us, thousands of 
us, millions of us. 
 
Jesus doesn’t want us to think it is all smooth sailing – He wants us to know that even 
this has a sacrifice. Coming to Christ brings persecution. From your non-Christian 
family, from your non-Christian friends, from the world. 
 
But it is so worth it. 
 
And in the age to come – eternal life. 
 
There is no investment this world offers that can give you one second of life past the 
grave – let alone life eternal. What does it profit a man to gain the world and lose His 
soul? 
 
On the contrary – what an investment to lose this world – and gain eternity. 
 
The first are last – but the last are first – great in the kingdom to come. 
 
We have to do this for Christ’s sake and for the gospel – but if we could see clearly – 
there is only one thing our hearts would desire – and that is to know God and to have 
eternal life. 
 
If you know you lack something. If you know this world does not satisfy. Please talk 
with me – talk with those you came with. 
 
Don’t let the greatest investment opportunity in all eternity pass you by. 
 
CT Studd knew money had the potential to be an idol. He cut that idol from his life. He 
made the right choice. 
 

 



 
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last 

 
Swapping the baubles of this life for the only true treasure is a no brainer. 
 
There is joy now – 100 times return now – and eternal life then. That is the greatest 
investment possible. May we have the wisdom to make the wise choice. 
  



Entering The Impossible Kingdom 
(Mark 10:17-31 September 6, 2015) 

 
Main Point: It is impossible to carry a cross and an idol into heaven. 
 
Read: Mark 10:17-31 
 
� How would you define an idol? 

 
� Why is idolatry such a pervasive sin? 
 
� Why can’t you get to heaven with an idol? 
 
� Why did Jesus focus on the idol of materialism? 
 
� Why would the Jews view the rich young ruler as close to heaven? 
 
� Why was he so far from the kingdom? 
 
� Why was a man with everything still dissatisfied? How can we use this in 

evangelism? 
 
� Why did Jesus give such an unexpected answer to the question of how to inherit 

eternal life? 
 
� What did Jesus mean by the statement – Why do you call Me good, no one is good 

but God alone? 
 
� Is there a place for the Law in evangelism in Australia? If so – how? If not – how 

can we get men and women to realise their sin and need of a Saviour? 
 
� How did Jesus show this man his sin? 
 
� Why do we love money? Why does money empower our other idols? 
 
Personal Application: 
 
 

• Could you willingly give up everything? 
 
Would you sell all your possessions and give it all to the poor if Jesus commanded 
you? 
 

• Are you serving two masters? 
 
Does money dominate your life? 
 
Is it what you think about it, worry about, seek? 
 



• Do you live sacrificially? 
 
Do you view your money as God’s money and yourself as a steward? 
 
Do you have a budget and would God approve of it? 
 
Where do missionaries, the church, the poor – fit into your budget? Afterthoughts or 
priorities? 
 
Does your giving affect the way you live? 
 
Why do some earnest Christians give so little? 
 
� Does Jesus mean every Christian has to sell everything to get to heaven? 

 
� Why is it impossible for anyone to get to heaven by their own effort? 
 
� Why do riches make it so hard to accept God’s offer of salvation? 
 
� Why is giving up the world such a wise investment? 
 
� Discuss CT Studd’s words:  
 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
 

Application: What needs to change in your career, budget, giving? 
 


