
Wisdom Unto Maturity 
(1 Corinthians 2:6-13 December 9, 2012) 

 

 
 
Why is it that some Christians continue to grow in godliness throughout their lives yet 
others just seem to stagnate? 
 
Consider these two pictures. 
 
Jim hears the gospel in his third year of university. His life is profoundly changed. He 
gives up alcohol and women. He comes to every Bible study and begins to serve 
faithfully in a local church. Within two years Jim is debating the extent of the 
atonement, leading worship and preaching occasionally. Within six years he is serving 
as a missionary in Albania. Like every Christian, he has his ups and downs, but the 
overall trajectory of his life is one of growth in Christ. He dies an ornament to the Lord 
who bought him. 
 
Then there is Bill. Bill also heard the gospel in his third year of university. His life 
seemed for a time to be profoundly changed. He turned from several besetting sins. 
He went regularly to Bible study and began to serve in a local church. But then things 
seemed to grind to a halt. Many of the sins seemed to creep back into his life. He came 
to church often but not faithfully. He married – but his marriage always seemed on the 
edge. Three of his four children denied the Lord. By the end of his days – he looked 
back on his life. Periods away from the Lord. Years barely reading the Word. Times of 
real sin. And by his own admission – very little fruit. 
 
What is the difference? Why do some Christians keep growing in faith and some do 
not? 
 
This is a crucial question. 
 
Brothers and sisters I want to suggest two things. 
 



 
 
First, God has given His children everything we need to grow in godliness in this fallen 
world. 
 
I get that from passages like: 2 Peter 1:3–4:  
 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 
by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that 
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

 
Hear that – He has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness. 
 
Second, the fruit in our lives is dependent on whether we apply the truths of the Word 
to how we live in this fallen world. 
 
I get that from passages like: James 1:21–22:  
 

Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers 
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  

 
Receive the word and be doers. 
 
Brothers and sisters – God desires for you to grow in grace – but you can stagnate in 
that growth. And if you do – the consequences can be terrible. These are the truths 
Paul wants to convey to us in 1 Corinthians 2:6-3:22. 
 
He wants us to realize that when you come to Christ – God gives you everything you 
need to grow in godliness. 
 
But how godly you grow, what type of impact you leave on the kingdom depends on 
whether you welcome the Word and choose to be a doer not just a hearer. 
 
Do you obey the wisdom of Christ and make it a part of your life or do you continue in 
the ways of the world? 
 
This section of 1 Corinthians can be divided up like this: 
 



 
 

How all Christians should grow in Christ. 2:6-13 
 

Chapter 2 verse 6 – we receive the wisdom from God. 
 
Why some Christians don’t grow in Christ. 2:14-3:9 
 

Chapter 3 verse 3 – You are still of the flesh, you behave in a human – or worldly – 
way. 

 
Consequences if Christians don’t grow in Christ 3:10-23 

 
Chapter 3 verse 15 – You are saved but only as through fire. 
 
If you do not heed the message of this section – you lose out on joy in this life and 
reward in the life to come. 
 
Many rightly consider this a difficult section of the book. The reason is because there 
is some difference of opinion regarding the various terms Paul uses – terms like 
mature, spiritual, fleshly. 
 
Let me tell you how I understand these terms. 
 
First, I see Paul dividing Christians into two groups. 
 

Mature or Spiritual 
 
And: 
 

Infants or Fleshly 
 
But there is also a reference to non-Christians. Paul calls them. 
 

Natural 
 
But non-Christians are not the focus – Christians are. He refers to non-Christians 
merely to show that all Christians are given the Spirit and can grow in grace. 
 



Here is the crucial point. Why do some become mature Christians and some remain 
infantile Christians? 
 
Paul says that all Christians have access to the wisdom of God and are filled with the 
Spirit of God. This means that every saint can become godly. 
 
But some are drawn to the world and are wooed by the wisdom of the world and never 
apply this wisdom to living in this fallen world. They remain fleshly, immature, worldly. 
 
They fail to count the cost of applying God’s wisdom to their lives. 
 
They want heaven and the world. They hang on to some of the wisdom of the world 
that says get what you can out of this world. 
 
It is not meant to be this way. 
 
In verses 14-16 of chapter 2 – Paul says – there are some Christians who came to 
trust Christ and Him crucified. They understand what natural men – unsaved men – 
cannot. They gained that part of the mind of Christ. 
 
But they wanted Christ and this world. That is why in chapter 3 Paul says: 
 

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 
ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. 

 
The church in Corinth had divisions, immorality, greed, pride – it was fleshly not 
mature. 
 
They were building with wood, hay and straw. When Jesus returned – they would be 
saved – they had believed in Christ and Him crucified – but there was no reward – no 
fruit. They were saved as through fire. 
 
They would not experience life to the full now and would not receive their reward in 
full then. 
 
In chapter 3 verses 3 and 4 Paul says: 
 

You are behaving only in a human way – are you not being merely human? 
 
I think a far better translation is: 
 

You are behaving only in a worldly way – are you not being merely worldly? 
 
The problem was their attraction to the world. This is a very dangerous thing. 
 
No Christian is immune to the pull of the world. But if there is too much world in you – 
then you are not Christ’s. 1 John 2:15:  
 



Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him.  

 
The Corinthians and indeed too many Christians are flirting with the world – tasting 
the world – and that is a very dangerous thing. 
 
We did a series on assurance. There we learned how hard it is to tell the immature, 
infantile, fleshly, worldly Christians from the deceived non-Christians. Ultimately God 
knows who is His – sometimes it is hard for us to tell. 
 
But this passage teaches us that there are indeed Christians who are saved – but are 
too worldly. They miss out on the best of this life as well as reward in eternity. 
 
Perhaps that is you. Little fruit. Too worldly. Divisions, immorality, pride. 
 
Then listen carefully – it need not be that way! 
 
Paul begins this section with chapter 2 verses 6-13. How all Christians should grow 
in Christ. 
 
It is the Lord’s desire that all of His children grow in Christ – and He has provided all 
we need to do so. 
 
First a little perspective. Remember that Corinth was a church that started well. Listen 
to Acts 18:8–11:  
 

Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire 
household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were 
baptized. And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but 
go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack 
you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” And he stayed 
a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.  

 
This church started with a wonderful foundation. Many came to Christ. They had the 
Apostle Paul himself to teach them for eighteen months. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 1:4–7 Paul says:  
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all 
speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed 
among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 
This church had every gift. 
 
As far as we know – no church outside the church at Jerusalem had such a strong 
beginning. 
 



Yet, by the time Paul writes 1 Corinthians – they are divided, immoral, proud, greedy 
and decidedly immature. 
 
The world had crept in. The church had stagnated. 
 
This must have crushed Paul. He knew them so well. He had led many of them to 
Christ – discipled them – prayed with them – worshipped with them. 
 
It was never meant to be like this. So Paul reminds them of how it was meant to be. 
 
Have a look with me at 1 Corinthians 2:6:  
 

Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this 
age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away.  

 
In verses 1-5 Paul told us that for salvation what is needed is the proclamation of Christ 
and Him crucified. 
 
But maturing in Christ needs something more – it needs the wisdom of God imparted 
to us and it needs us choosing to apply it to our lives. 
 
I well remember the time I learned this. 
 
About three months or so after I became a Christian, I was invited to a lecture by a 
member of L’ibri Fellowship International – the group founded by Francis Schaeffer. 
 
One of the topics they spoke on was abortion. 
 
I was nearing the end of Medicine. My worldview – the worldview of Medicine was this. 
A woman has the right to do with her body what she sees fit. A foetus is not a person 
– just a chunk of biological material. If a girl falls pregnant and a baby is inconvenient 
– what is wrong with abortion? 
 
This lecturer confronted my worldview. He was talking about the abhorrent evil of 
abortion. I remember thinking how can this seemingly intelligent man believe this? It 
made no sense to me that anyone could oppose abortion. Before I knew it – my hand 
was in the air and here I was – a Christian – defending a woman’s right to an abortion. 
 
Fortunately this man realised very quickly that he was dealing with an infant in Christ. 
 
He was very gracious with me. And then he invited me out to lunch. 
 
At lunch, he asked me this question: 
 

As a Christian – what do you base your decisions about how to live in this 
world? 

 
In all my three months in Christ – I had never asked myself this question. I thought for 
awhile and said: 
 



I am not sure what I base my decisions on. 
 
He then asked me this: 
 

Well what do you think Christians should base their decisions on? 
 
This was a light bulb moment for me. I answered: 
 

I guess the Bible might be the place to start. 
 
I sat there for quite awhile – struggling. It became very clear to me that I was facing a 
really big decision. I knew in many areas I was living by worldly wisdom. 
 
I felt torn. Much of me wanted to live by the wisdom of the world – yet I now knew a 
Christian could not. 
 
I remember thinking of all the areas of my life that would have to change if I followed 
the wisdom of God. Some of them I didn’t want to change at all. 
 
Although I didn’t realise it at the time, this was a pivotal moment in my growth as a 
Christian. Would I choose to sublimate my thoughts about how life should be lived to 
the wisdom of the Lord? 
 
Look – I have not been perfect by any means – but I think I have tried to ask – what 
does the Lord say about how I should live? – and I have tried to follow His wisdom. 
 
But even today, the pull of the world is powerful. Living for the here and now can seem 
wiser and it certainly can seem enjoyable. Our sinful hearts can find ways to convince 
ourselves that is how we should live. 
 
But the path to maturity lies in a different direction. And that is what Paul lays out for 
us. In this section he tells us where that wisdom comes from and how it is imparted. 
 
Notice that Paul speaks in this section of ‘we’ and ‘you’. If you look down to chapter 3 
verse 9 he says: 
 

For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building.  
 
In the context – the ‘we’ here seems to be the Apostles and Prophets – the ‘you’ are 
those in the church they instruct. 
 
The church is built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets. God reveals His 
wisdom to them. 
 
God could have chosen to directly reveal His wisdom to each Christian. He didn’t. In 
His sovereign will – He chose to reveal truth to His Apostles and Prophets – and for 
them to then reveal it to the rest of the church. 
 
Originally this was by direct teaching. Paul knew the mind of Christ and instructed the 
church at Corinth. 



 
Later they wrote down the wisdom of God as what we have today as the New 
Testament. We learn from the Apostles and Prophets by what the Spirit of God 
inspired them to write. 
 
This wisdom the Apostles and Prophets impart is very different from the wisdom as 
espoused by the rulers – the great men – of the world. 
 
Here is the wisdom of the world: 
 

Greed is good. 
Get all the sex you can. 
Look out for number 1. 
Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. 

 
The world focuses on self and the here and now. 
 
Contrast this with the wisdom of God: 
 

Lay up treasure in heaven. 
Do not lust after a woman. 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
Live for eternity. 

 
One wisdom comes through the lens that this is a fallen world that will pass away – 
another lens says this world is all there is. But this is a lie. Christ will return – deal with 
this world and bring in the new heavens and earth. 
 
Verse 7: 
 

But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before 
the ages for our glory.  

 
In his writings, Paul uses secret and hidden to refer to the full unfolding of the coming 
of Christ and the implications of His life, death and resurrection. 
 
In Christ there is a more detailed unfolding of God’s plan and purpose. This has 
implications for how we are to live. 
 
Because Jesus sent His Spirit – we can see this fallen world for what it is and we have 
the power to live godly. 
 
Because we died with Christ and rose with Christ – we are to live for eternity – not this 
world. 
 
Because Jesus suffered – we must suffer. 
 
Because Jesus is the perfect Son – we must strive to be like Him. 
 



The full revelation of Christ was not made clear until His coming. But it was always the 
plan of God – and living this way is for our glory. 
 
But – for those not in Christ – the mystery remains. 
 
Verses 8-10: 
 

None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 

 
They had no idea that the One they condemned and nailed to the cross was the 
Creator, Sustainer, Judge and sole source of eternal life. 
 

But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— these things God 
has revealed to us through the Spirit.  

 
Paul takes some loose quotations from Isaiah to show that these truths about Jesus 
cannot be comprehended by human wisdom. 
 
No one would ever imagine God coming as a man – let alone to a poor unmarried 
woman in an obscure province. 
 
No one would image the triumph of the cross and the death of death. 
 
And no one can imagine what it means to live as a disciple of a crucified Messiah. 
 
But these truths have been revealed to the Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit of God 
– who then impart them to us. 
 
Verses 10-12: 
 

For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a 
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no 
one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God. 

 
Scripture clearly reveals that there is one and only one God, but in the unity of the 
Godhead there are three co-eternal and co-equal persons, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. Each member of the trinity has different roles. 
 
God the Father conceived of the plan of all things and executes them according to His 
sovereign will. 
 
God the Son was the agent the Father used to create the universe, to accomplish the 
redemption of sinful men and to rule over the created order. 
 
God the Holy Spirit has a different task. It is His duty to execute the divine will of the 
Father in the lives of men. It is the Spirit who breathed out the truth of God to the 



Apostles and Prophets – for their teaching and the writing of Scripture. It is the Spirit 
who takes those truths and opens the blinded eyes of men to this truth. It is the Spirit 
who dwells inside believers enabling them to live in light of the truth He has revealed 
to them. 
 
Apart from the work of the Spirit these truths can never be known by man. The secret 
things belong to the Lord. His ways are beyond us. 
 
But the Apostles and Prophets did not receive the spirit of the world but the Spirit of 
God. 
 
They spoke the very wisdom of God to man. 2 Peter 1:21:  
 

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

 
And then – verse 13: 
 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.  

 
Once the Spirit had given the Apostles and Prophets the words – then imparted this 
wisdom to us – how? – Literally Paul says the Spirit combined SPIRITUAL with 
SPIRITUAL. 
 
What does mean? The New American Standard says, “Combining spiritual thoughts 
with spiritual words.” The NIV is similar. 
 
The translation I am using the ESV says, “Interpreting spiritual truths to those who are 
spiritual.” 
 
I think the ESV gets it right. In the next couple of verses Paul uses the word spiritual 
to refer to spiritual people – mature people. 
 
The Apostles and Prophets are given the task of transmitting these spiritual truths to 
Christians so they can grow and become spiritual or mature. 
 
Now in case I lost you somewhere along the way – let me sum all of this up. 
 
God has a plan for His children. 
 
He calls them. He provides His Word. He fills them with His Spirit so they can 
understand the truths of the Word and apply them in their lives. He provides teachers, 
other Christians, the writings of godly men and women, a church family. Everything 
they need to grow. 
 
1 Peter 2:2:  
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation. 



 
The Lord knows this is a process. No one is saved and is instantly mature. Paul was 
saved and then went to Arabia to grow and mature. 
 
There are ups and downs – there are times where we aren’t as godly as we would 
like. 
 
But the path God intends is one of growth in godliness. 
 
Unfortunately we still have to deal with our sin and live in this world. 
 
1 John 2:16–17:  
 

For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.  

 
Some Christians are too drawn to the world. They listen to the world – its music, 
philosophies, standards. 
 
But the only way they can do this is to ignore parts of the wisdom of God. 
 
I think of Thomas Jefferson. He thought of himself as a man of God – but there were 
bits of the Bible he didn’t like. So he literally took a penknife and cut out the bits of the 
Bible he liked and could live with. The result was the “Jefferson Bible.” 
 
Most of us don’t actually cut out bits of the Bible – but there are bits we resist or ignore. 
We do so at our peril. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16–17:  
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.  

 
Brothers and sisters – in the Word of God – in the Bible – we have the wisdom of God. 
The wisdom that can save us and show us how to live. 
 
It tells us that there is a God who loved us enough to send His Son to this world that 
those who trust in His death might live. 
 
It tells us we are sinners who need saving. 
 
And it tells us how we are to live as children of the King. 
 
God revealed the mystery of Christ and how to live in light of the coming of Christ to 
His Apostles and Prophets. They wrote it down for us. 
 
It tells us how to live, how to survive in this fallen world, how to hope for eternity. 



 
If you are struggling with sin, marriage, the daily grind. Then through the Apostles and 
Prophets God has given us all we need. 
 
Psalm 119:9–16:  
 

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your 
word. With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 
commandments! I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin 
against you. Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! With my lips I 
declare all the rules of your mouth. In the way of your testimonies I delight as 
much as in all riches. I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your 
ways. I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.  

 
If you want to be mature. If you want joy in this life and reward in the next. If you want 
to live as God intended – love His Word, welcome His Word, obey His Word – look to 
the mystery of Christ – and the things of this world will fade. 
 
As John Owen said: 
 

When someone sets his affections upon the cross and the love of Christ, he 
crucifies the world as a dead and undesirable thing. The baits of sin lose their 
attraction and disappear. Fill your affections with the cross of Christ and you 
will find no room for sin.1 

 
This is the path to maturity. This is how God designed for us to live. This is the path of 
joy now and reward eternally. May each of us choose this path. 
  

                                            
1 John Owen, Sin and Temptation, ed. and abr. James M. Houston (Vancouver: Regent, 1995), 62. 



Wisdom Unto Maturity 
(1 Corinthians 2:6-13 December 9, 2012) 

 
Main Point: 
 

God has given us everything we need for life and godliness in order to mature 
as Christians. However, what we do with this determines whether we mature or 
stay as spiritual infants. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-13. 

 
� Why do you think that some Christians continue to grow in godliness throughout 

their lives yet others just seem to stagnate? 
 

� God has given His children everything we need to grow in godliness in this fallen 
world. 2 Peter 1:3–4. What are these resources Peter talks about? 

 
� What does it mean to receive the implanted Word and to be a doer of the Word? 
 
� What are the consequences if Christians don’t grow and mature in Christ?  1 Cor. 

3:10-23. 
 
� Do you agree that Paul divides Christians into two groups in this passage: 
 

Mature or Spiritual 
 
And: 
 
Infants or Fleshly 

 
What is the difference? Why is there a difference? 
 
� Do you agree that Paul a reference to non-Christians. Paul calls them: 

 
Natural 
 

Why does Paul speak of non-Christians here? 
 

� In chapter 3 Paul says: 
 

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 
ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. 

 
In what ways were the Corinthians infants/fleshly? 
 
In what ways is our church infants/fleshly? 
 

� In chapter 3 verses 3 and 4 Paul says: 



 
You are behaving only in a human way – are you not being merely human? 
 
It was suggested that a far better translation is: 
 
You are behaving only in a worldly way – are you not being merely worldly? 

 
Do you agree? What is the significance of associating worldliness with immaturity? 

 
� The church at Corinth had such a wonderful beginning. Acts 18:8-11 and 1 Cor. 

1:4-7. 
 
What went wrong? What can we learn to stop this happening here? 
 
� In v. 6 Paul suggests that when the wisdom of God is imparted to the mature and 

they apply it – it is that which makes them mature. 
 

Where do Christians get this wisdom today? 
 
� What is needed to apply this to our lives? 

 
� Why do some Christians not apply it to their lives? 
 
� Why do the rulers of this age not grasp the wisdom of God? 
 
� What is the role of the Holy Spirit in imparting and applying these truths to us? 
 
� Discuss 2 Tim. 3:16-17 in terms of alloying all the Word to our lives. 
 
� How can we turn from the world to the Word and grow in Christ? 
 
� Discuss this quote from John Owen: 

 
When someone sets his affections upon the cross and the love of Christ, he 
crucifies the world as a dead and undesirable thing. The baits of sin lose their 
attraction and disappear. Fill your affections with the cross of Christ and you will 
find no room for sin.2 

 
 
 
 
 
�  
 
 

                                            
2 John Owen, Sin and Temptation, ed. and abr. James M. Houston (Vancouver: Regent, 1995), 62. 


