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A couple of stories in the news caught my eye this week. 
 
Susan Patton kicked up quite a storm in the US. In a letter titled “Advice for the young 
women of Princeton” published in the Daily Princetonian. 
 
“For most of you, the cornerstone of your future and happiness will be inextricably 
linked to the man you marry, and you will never again have this concentration of men 
who are worthy of you,”' she wrote. 
 
She basically said that women have a limited shelf life – so use your prime years – 
your looks and assets – to find a guy who is going to be financially successful and in 
this way you set up the rest of your life. 
 
So there it is ladies if you want to be happy find a guy with a good education and a 
good job who can support you in the manner you want to become accustomed to. 
 
Or then there is Isabella Dutton who wrote an article for the Daily Mail declaring that 
having children is the biggest regret of her life. 
 
She writes that soon after the birth of her second child: 
 

I dreaded her dependence; resented the time she would consume, and that like 
parasites, both my children would continue to take from me and give nothing 
meaningful back in return. 

 
… What I valued most in my life was time on my own; to reflect, read and enjoy 
my own company and peace of mind. 

 
Her life would have been much happier if she had chosen to not be a mother. 
 
There is a question that rolls around the back of most people’s minds. 
 

I would be happy – If only I was … !!! 
 



For Ms Patton the answer is – able to find the right man to marry. 
 
For Ms Dutton the answer is – childless. 
 
You might not agree with Ms Patton or with Ms Dutton, but I suspect this question rolls 
around in the back of your mind and surfaces from time to time. 
 
And perhaps some of the answers that surface might be – I would be happy if only I 
was … : 
 

 
 

Richer 
 
Married 
 
Single 
 
Divorced 
 
Remarried 
 
Educated 
 
A Mother 
 
Not A Mother 

 
Let me be frank. I have just about heard it all. 
 
I have met Christians who tell me – I married the wrong guy – if I divorce him and 
marry the right guy – then I will be happy. 
 
I was raised in the wrong home. Education was not a priority. If only I could get 
educated, get a better job, earn more money – then I will be happy. 
 
God hasn’t completed our family with children. I feel incomplete. If only I can adopt – 
then I will be happy. 
 
I am single. I need a wife. If I can marry – then I will be happy. 
 



When Dad got older I ended up his carer – now I resent it. If my sister would take her 
turn – then I will be happy. 
 
My boss is a monster. If I can change jobs – then I will be happy. 
 
There are myths – fostered in the ethos of nations like America and Britain – spread 
to the world that feed the thought happiness comes from the right social situation. 
Myths like: 
 
The myth of the perfect family. 
 
A happy family is June and Ward Cleaver and their two boys Beaver and Wally – 
happiness through family. 
 
The myth of the self made person. 
 
Poor girl works hard and rises to wealth – happiness through riches. 
 
The myth of perfect sex. 
 
Find the right spouse and sex is always fireworks – happiness through sex. 
 
The myth of education. 
 
Get the right education and you get the right job and future – happiness through work. 
 
So when things in our life are not so good – it seems natural that we tend to think 
something like family or wealth or status is what has to change to make us happy. 
 
A few weeks back we reached the part of 1 Corinthians in which Paul is answering a 
series of questions the church in Corinth had sent to him. Paul introduces these 
questions with the phrase – “Now concerning the matters about which you wrote.” 
 
In Chapter 7 – at first glance the questions sound almost like a relationship advice 
column. 
 

Dr Paul – my husband always wants sex – what do you suggest? 
 
Dr Paul – my wife and I have reached a toxic stage in our marriage – is it OK if 
I get a younger, quieter version? 
 
Dr Paul – I am a poor slave – should I seek to become a rich free man? 
 
Dr Paul – I got engaged – now I am a Christian – should I still marry her? 

 
These questions arise because there is something inside us that often whispers – you 
will be happier if … you can change your social situation. 
 
Paul says – the true answer is much more profound than that. 
 



Paul says – the truth is that too many Christians spend so much time seeking 
happiness by changing their social circumstances they often miss the real answer. 
 
Here is how I would summarise Paul’s answer: 
 

 
 

I would be happy – If I accepted the life God has given me and used my 
time seeking first the kingdom of God rather than seeking first to change 
my kingdom. 

 
Paul basically says to the Corinthians that all of their suggested answers are way off 
target. 
 
God has called each of us to a specific life. The general principle is that we need to 
accept the life He has granted us and seek to serve Him there rather than seek 
happiness elsewhere. 
 
Happiness is not found in changing your social circumstances but in making sure you 
are seeking first the kingdom of God. 
 
The entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 7 makes this one point. 
 
You have one life to live. Spend it sold out for Jesus rather that trying to change your 
social circumstances. 
 
Therefore as a general rule, Paul urges Christians to remain as God called you. 
 
Look at this outline of Chapter 7 where Paul gives advice to various groups. 
 



 
 
I The Happily Married vv. 1-7 
 Remain fulfilling your marital duty. Exception v. 5 
 
II The Widowed vv. 8-9 
 Remain in the state in which you are. Exception v. 9 
 
III The Struggling Married Where Both are Believers vv. 10-11 
 Remain in the marriage bond. Exception v. 11 
 
IV The Struggling Married Where Only One is a Believer vv. 12-16 
 Remain in the marriage bond. Exception v. 15 
 
Principle – Remain as God called you. vv. 17, 20, 24 
 
V To the Circumcised v. 18a 
 Remain circumcised. No exception necessary 
 
VI To the Uncircumcised v. 18b 
 Remain uncircumcised. No exception necessary 
 
VII To Slaves vv. 21-23 

Remain slaves. Exception v. 21b 
 
VIII To the Betrothed vv. 25-40 
 Remain betrothed and marry. Exception vv. 37-40 
 
Paul addresses people in the church who are in various social conditions. 
 
Happily married, unhappily married, widowed, single, betrothed, Jewish, Gentile, 
slaves. 
 
But here is what I want you to notice. 
 
This is not an exhaustive list. Paul could have added many more social situations – 
poor, uneducated, divorced, childless – so right in the midst of addressing various 



social situations – and so we can’t miss it – three times – Paul gives the principle that 
applies in every social situation. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:17–24:  
 
Verse 17: 

 
Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 
 

Verse 20: 
 
Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 
 

Verse 24: 
 
So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with 
God.  

 
It is hard to miss Paul’s point. But believe me – I have done enough counselling to 
know that this is a principle every one of us struggles with. 
 
Our sinful hearts whisper – you will be happier if you can only change this area of your 
life that is not right. Better Wife. Better Job. More Money. More Kids. And we pour 
huge efforts into change – often tearing up our relationships – only to find we are as 
just as unhappy or are worse. 
 

 
 
So Paul gives this general principle. 
 

Remain as God called you. 
 
This principle is counterintuitive. Surely we have to change the problem area? 
 
But what this principle suggests is that – in general – it is not our social situation – but 
us – that is the problem. 
 



Spend your life, your passion, your energies for the kingdom – not in changing your 
social circumstances. 
 
There is something else I want you to notice that we will look at more carefully next 
week. Look again at verses 17-24. 
 

 
 
Notice a key word – call. Paul uses it eight times in these few verses. 
 
Paul keeps talking about our social situation – at the time we came to Christ. He terms 
this our call. 
 
Look at verse 17: 

 
Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to 
which God has called him. 

 
In Paul’s theology – nothing happens outside the plan of God. 
 
Nothing in our lives happens by chance. 
 
The timing of our conversion. Our situation at our conversion. 
 
When the Corinthians were called to Christ – God had assigned to each one their 
place in life. 
 
Young, old, male, female, Jew, Gentile, slave, free, rich, poor, married, single. 
 
God called you in that state for a reason. 
 
Slaves reach slaves best. Jews reach Jews best. Singles mix with singles. Marrieds 
mix with marrieds. 
 
When you are called – whatever state you are called in – a young, Gentile, male slave 
– that state was assigned to you by God. 
 



In that state you have a particular sphere of influence. 
 
Serve God in that state. Reach those people in your sphere of influence. Bloom where 
God planted you. 
 
Find your happiness in serving God – not by seeking to change. 
 
If every slave who is saved says – I am a slave I need to be free – who will reach the 
slaves? 
 
If every Gentile says – I need to be a Jew – who will reach the Gentiles? 
 
So the general principle is this: 
 

Remain as God called you. 
 
Reach those God put around you. 
 
But – Paul is quite aware that this is a general principle and like all principles there are 
exceptions – reasons to change. 
 
Paul is not saying if you are single when you are saved – you can never marry. 
 
If you are a slave – you can never be free. 
 
If you are married – there are no circumstances under which you can separate. 
 

 
 
Paul is not saying that. Notice that he gives exceptions – reasons that you might 
change your social status. 
 
But these are exceptions. In most cases the rule is: 
 

Remain as God called you. 
 
That is the heart of chapter 7. 
 



Verses 10-16 have underpinning them the biblical understanding of divorce and 
remarriage. 
 
This is one of the most difficult, controversial and pastorally significant topics there is. 
 
Let me briefly summarise where our church is at. If you want the full-blown version – 
we have many sermons online on this topic. 
 
Basically, we hold to a view that was the majority view until about sixty years ago and 
is now very much a minority view. But it is a view still held by men such as John Piper. 
 
We hold to the view that Scripture has a high view of the marriage bond – and 
encourages Christians to seek to preserve the marriage bond – but if necessary does 
allow for the separation and divorce of a believer – but not remarriage while their 
former spouse is still alive. 
 
We do not understand there to be an exception for adultery or other circumstances 
apart from death. 
 
I recognise that the passages dealing with this subject are often not as clear as I would 
like – but personally I find this view to be the one that fits Scripture the best. 
 
For example – look at the very chapter we are in. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:10–11:  
 

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or 
else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his 
wife.  

 
To me this is a pretty clear passage. If a believer separates or divorces – they must 
remain unmarried or reconcile. They must not remarry someone else. 
 
When Paul says not I, but the Lord – he means this comes from the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus. 
 
For example, in Luke 16:18 Jesus said:  
 

Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he 
who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery. 

 
There is to be no remarriage after divorce – it is adultery. 
 
Furthermore, look down at verse 39 of 1 Corinthians 7: 
 

A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she 
is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.  

 



We understand Scripture to teach that the marriage bond can only be broken by death. 
We find this to be the consistent Old Testament and New Testament pattern. 
 
Marriage is – till death do us part. While your spouse lives – you cannot remarry. 
 
This was the view of most churches till around sixty years ago. No longer. 
 
Today, many very good teachers disagree with our position. In fact, the majority of 
solid teachers disagree with us. They would find a few – to many – other circumstances 
that dissolve the marriage bond and allow for remarriage. 
 
Adultery or other sexual sin, complete relationship breakdown, violence, desertion – 
to name a few. 
 
Some allow remarriage for just about any reason at all. 
 
Pastorally I have great sympathy with some of these views and probably wish that is 
how I read Scripture – but I don’t. 
 
And while it does make dealing with those who divorce more difficult I also think that 
allowing divorce too easily has been a contributing factor to the spiralling rates of 
divorce. 
 
In the western church today – divorce is rampant. Some figures put it as approaching 
the 50% found in society in general. I think in solid churches it is much less – but it is 
still too high. 
 
Pastors have had to deal with an avalanche of marriage breakdowns. And telling 
someone in that situation – someone you care about – that they cannot remarry is 
really hard to do. 
 
So ours is not a popular position. 
 
I would say that regardless of anyone’s theology we need to remember that the Lord 
says He hates divorce and we have to remember to love and comfort those in difficult 
marriages or whose marriage is over. 
 
So what does that mean practically for us at Grace Bible Church? 
 
We see divorce as a last option – and would counsel against too easy a divorce. 
 
We would also ask those who are considering divorce to study the Scriptures honestly. 
If a couple concludes that remarriage after divorce is not an option – I think much more 
effort goes into trying to save the marriage. 
 
But we also recognise many solid, godly Christians have divorced and remarried. 
 
We have divorced and remarried people in our church and we are very glad they are 
here. 
 



As we do in other areas we allow some liberty. This is an area we do not force our 
view onto others. 
 
If there are those already divorced here, we simply ask them to search the Scriptures 
themselves to determine what they believe the Bible says. If they are comfortable 
before the Lord that in their reading of Scripture, their circumstances allow remarriage 
– we accept that. 
 
But, Dave or I could not in conscience perform the ceremony – yet we accept their 
decision before the Lord. 
 
For those couples who have a divorce and are remarried – we welcome them among 
us. 
 
We in no way ever want to suggest that they are second class Christians – that is not 
our understanding. 
 
But, I hope you grasp that passages like this one are the reason we hold to our view 
of divorce and remarriage – and if anything I have said offends any here – please 
forgive me and understand we need to preach our understanding of the Word. 
 
Furthermore, to stave off fifty questions afterward – let me say that in Matthew 19 – I 
take Jesus to be referring to immorality during betrothal not during marriage – and you 
can read my online sermons to see why. 
 
That is the two minute version of a many part sermon – and I trust you recognise just 
how difficult – how sensitive – how emotional – this subject is. 
 
So with that background we can look at Paul’s advice. 
 
Clearly he is speaking to those whose marriage is struggling. You don’t look to 
separate if things are going well. 
 
First, he addresses a marriage where both are believers. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:10–11:  
 

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or 
else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his 
wife.  

 
Puritan Thomas Gataker described how marriage should be: 
 

There is no society more near, more entire, more needful, more kindly, more 
delightful, more comfortable, more constant, more continual, than the society of 
man and wife. 

 
Amen! But it is not always this way. 
 



I won’t ask for a show of hands – but if you have been married for any length of time 
– five years, ten years, twenty years – for pretty much everyone it will not have been 
completely smooth sailing. 
 
There will have been some rough times. You fuse two sinners into one flesh and there 
are times where it is tough going. 
 
Selfishness, pride, lust, greed – they can eat at the fabric of a marriage. 
 
Communication problems. Kids come along and your husband has to play second 
fiddle. Finances get tough. Sex gets boring. Work sucks everything you have. Your 
spiritual life frazzles. 
 
We know what we should do. When tough times come you should not separate from 
your spouse. You should not fantasise that the grass is greener elsewhere. 
 
As has been suggested – the grass isn’t greener on the other side. It’s greener where 
you water it. 
 
You should seek first His Kingdom. Get our vertical relationship with God right. Pray 
hard. 
 
Husbands should love their wives like Christ loved the Church. 
 
Wives should submit to your husbands. 
 
Sacrifice, love, commit. 
 
And by the grace of God – if you do this – what usually happens is that He gives us 
the strength to restore the joy and passion and love. 
 
Ideally if both parties are Christians – with prayer and the strength of Christ – you can 
work through it. 
 
But, Paul is realistic enough to know this is not always the way things work out. While 
the ideal is to stay as God called you – one or both Christians can be spiritually weak 
or selfish. 
 
So Paul gives the exception – if they do have to separate so be it – but with this proviso 
– they should remain unmarried or else be reconciled. 
 
I have counseled enough to know that most guys and many women who separate – 
are already thinking of the next relationship. One they will get right. They won’t make 
the same mistake again. They will marry someone who is right. They often already 
have someone in mind! 
 
Paul says no! If marriage is so painful that you can’t stay together – separate – but 
know you are to remain unmarried – only death ends the marriage bond. Your only 
other option is to reconcile. 
 



If that was how we viewed things – far more effort would be made to save marriages. 
 
Don’t move on mentally, emotionally, physically to the next relationship. Pour your 
energies into this one. 
 
I am very well aware that this is a tough teaching. But as Paul says – this principle 
comes from the Lord. 
 
God hates divorce. Only death ends the marriage bond. 
 
Remember, we can do all things through Him who strengthens us. Even stay 
unmarried after separating. Even put a shattered marriage back together. 
 
But what if only one in the marriage is a Christian? 
 
A Christian married to a non-Christian. This is one of the most painful situations 
imaginable. 
 
In the situation Paul is addressing – most likely when the gospel reached Corinth – 
many couples were already married – but only one came to Christ. Leaving a spiritually 
mixed marriage. 
 
Paul’s language of call suggests that when they came to Christ their spouse did not. 
 
But the principles also apply to those who end up in a spiritually mixed marriage by 
other means. 
 
There are some who married thinking they were marrying a Christian – only to find – 
they really weren’t. I have seen too many claim some allegiance to Christ just to marry 
the cute girl or guy. 
 
Young men and women. Consider singleness where you devote yourself to the Lord 
as an option. 
 
But if not – only marry a strong, godly Christian – or you may find yourself married to 
a non-Christian. There are no guarantees – but try and marry a godly one – not just a 
good looking one you hope will become godly. 
 
And as well, there are some Christians who disobey the Lord and marry outside the 
Lord. In verse 39 Paul tells widows they can remarry – but only in the Lord – only to a 
husband who is in the Lord – a Christian. 
 
Here is another of the difficult pastoral situations I deal with. A young Christian meets 
a nice atheist, Catholic, Mormon, Buddhist. 
 
They are cute and funny and they click. 
 
They meet at work or university or a party. 
 



They think – none of the guys or girls at church are right – and certainly there is no 
one like this. 
 
They tell themselves – it is only a friendship – I can have non-Christian friends! 
 
But hormones soon make it much more. 
 
Then they begin to rationalise – friendship yes – but I will only date them if they come 
to Christ first. 
 
Then it is – I think dating is OK because I will only marry them if they come to Christ 
first. 
 
Then it is – I know of several couples where the spouse came to Christ after marriage 
– and they are so nice, so close to the kingdom – this has to be the will of God – marry 
me! 
 
I have seen it too many times. Once they are in love – that is the end. The counsel of 
friends, parents, pastors falls on deaf ears. 
 
You don’t know her like I do. We are different. He will come to Christ. This is of God. 
 
However it comes about – a mixed marriage is a tough situation. 
 
No Christian finds it easy. 
 
You cannot share your deepest loves and passions. You have different worldviews, 
parenting philosophies, priorities. 
 
He says – I want you home on Sundays. 
 
She says – I don’t want you going to homegroup. 
 
And you begin to realise – this is not how it should be. 
 
Many begin to think – I am unequally yoked. I am linked to Baal. They are polluting 
me. It should not be this way. 
 
And you tell yourself – surely Jesus doesn’t want me to stay married to a non-believer? 
 
You know what? Yes He does. 
 
Jesus didn’t directly address the issue of Christians married to a non-Christian so Paul 
as a prophet addresses them – that is what he means by – I, not the Lord. 
 
Verses 12-13: 
 

To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. If any 



woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, 
she should not divorce him. 

 
Again – that is fairly clear language. 
 
God is serious about the marriage bond. 
 
How serious? Even Christian/non-Christian marriages – where you cannot live out the 
full picture of marriage – should stay together. 
 
Even though it is far from ideal – if your unbelieving husband or wife will stay in the 
marriage – don’t divorce them. 
 
Don’t do something to push them away. 
 
But that raises the question of why this marriage would be acceptable before God? 
 
Verse 14: 
 

For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. 

 
It seems likely that some – probably some of Jewish backgrounds – had raised this 
issue with Paul. 
 
In Jewish thought – if something clean touches something unclean – the clean 
becomes unclean. 
 
If you touch a Gentile, a dead body, unclean food – it pollutes you. 
 
Non-Christians are seen as unclean. At least spiritually unclean – and probably 
unclean in the sense that in the first century Roman world the idea of sexual exclusivity 
in marriage was foreign. Husbands and wives were free to engage in sex with opposite 
sex or same sex partners who were slaves, prostitutes or courtisans. The only sexual 
relationship that was frowned on was having relations with a married man or woman. 
 
So most likely the unbeliever would continue this practice and be impure. 
 
They expected Paul to say – Yes – You cannot keep being defiled in this way. 
 
But Paul has a surprising answer. Purity in marriage is different. 
 
Instead of the impure polluting the pure – the pure sanctifies the impure. 
 
The unbelieving spouse is made holy by their marriage to a Christian. 
 
Please note. This is not holy in the sense of salvation. The unbeliever still needs to 
accept Christ to be saved. This is holy in one a very narrow sense. The marriage union 
is holy – it is not polluted – it is acceptable before God. 
 



Paul is clear – you can’t justify ending the marriage by saying it is impure and not 
acceptable in God’s eyes. 
 
Nor can you say that any children born to a mixed marriage are unholy. 
 
The end of verse 14: 
 

Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 
 
Let me make an aside here. This verse is one of the main planks in the argument of 
paedobaptists – infant Baptists. 
 
They interpret holy as meaning these children are part of the holy covenant community 
so therefore should receive baptism. 
 
Unfortunately this rips this verse completely out of context. Paul has no thought of any 
church covenant community here – but only the covenant of marriage – not is there 
any thought of baptism here. He has no thought of holiness in terms other than the 
marriage being acceptable. 
 
Paedobaptists give holy a meaning which is impossible in the context – holy as 
accepted into the church community and coavenant. And if you apply this to the 
context it would mean that the unbelieving spouse is a part of the holy church covenant 
and should be baptized. Almost no paedobaptists would countenance that. 
 
Quite clearly Paul is using holy here not to refer to holiness in terms of salvation – not 
in terms of making the child holy and part of the church community but holy in terms 
of a legitimate child born to a legitimate marriage. Paul is arguing for the validity of a 
mixed marriage and the validity of children born to such marriages. They are not 
unclean or illegitimate in any way. 
 
I would maintain very strongly that to read more into this is exegetically improper. 
 
However, because a marriage is acceptable does not mean that separation never 
occurs. 
 
Verse 15: 
 

But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother 
or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 

 
The Christian spouse is not to seek or initiate separation or divorce. However, the 
unbeliever may choose to leave. You can’t stop them. You are not enslaved. 
 
Don’t seek to keep a hostile unbeliever in a relationship they are leaving – let them go 
in peace. 
 
Please note a couple of things. A growing number of churches say that if an unbeliever 
leaves – this is grounds for remarriage. 
 



Also, many say if someone leaves a marriage – even if they are Christian – they act 
like an unbeliever – so the very act of leaving means remarriage is possible. 
 
Many churches class desertion – defined quite broadly – as grounds for remarriage. 
 
I would say that is stretching the context a long way and this verse says absolutely 
nothing about remarriage. An unbeliever leaving – is grounds for separation. 
 
Whether there are grounds for remarriage – what those grounds are – who they might 
apply to – this must be argued from other texts. 
 
Second, does this mean a believer has no grounds to ever initiate separation? 
 
While Paul does not directly address the issue – we believe that if the believer or the 
children are in danger of physical, sexual, emotional or other abuse – then separation 
is the wise course of action. 
 
Finally, Paul ends with encouragement for Christians who stay married to their 
unbelieving spouse – verse 16: 
 

For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do 
you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?  

 
At Grace Community Church where I attended for years – there was a fellowship group 
called Unequally Yoked. It was made up of Christians married to a non-Christian. They 
prayed for their spouses, supported each other, talked about living in this situation. 
 
But the happiest time was when a member ‘graduated’. When their spouse came to 
Christ and the marriage could finally be what God called it to be. 
 
It was rarer than any would like – but it did happen. Having a spouse who prays for 
you, lives Christ before you, is salt and light in your home has led some unbelievers 
to Christ. 
 
1 Peter 3:1–2 says this:  
 

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not 
obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 
when they see your respectful and pure conduct.  

 
Spiritually mixed marriages are not ideal but they can work. And in the plan of God this 
is His will. Marriage is important enough to strive to preserve the bond. 
 
These are not simple subjects to deal with. 
 
Far and away the greatest bulk of pastoral counselling is marriage counselling. 
 
I would suggest more Christian books are written on marriage than any other single 
topic. 
 



It should not be that way – but it is. 
 
Let me share my heart here. 
 
I think too many couples marry too easily. They don’t consider singleness. They don’t 
make sure they are marrying in the Lord – marrying a godly, compatible, friend. 
 
I think too many Christians fail to work hard at their marriage. When two sinners 
become one flesh it takes a lot of prayer and sacrifice and seeking the good of the 
other to make a marriage work. 
 
I think we have made divorce far too easy. Many bail on their marriage emotionally 
and mentally far too early. They convince themselves a better wife or husband is out 
there. They say – surely it can’t be the will of God for me to remain in a loveless 
marriage? 
 
Paul tells us what we are to think of this. It is the will of God for you to strive to make 
your marriage work and for you to remain as God called you. 
 
What is the point? We have 80 years on earth to seek first His kingdom. 
 
Too many of us spend a big chunk of that dealing with messed up relationships that 
suck everything we have leaving nothing for the kingdom. 
 
Yet Jesus said – Seek first His Kingdom and all these things – the things of the world 
– shall be added to you. 
 
Trading your present wife for a younger, prettier, quieter, richer version is not the path 
to happiness. Yet countless men have tried. 
 
Getting right with God – loving sacrificially – living with your wife or husband in an 
understanding manner – this is the path to joy. 
 
It pleases God more for you to strive to preserve your marriage than to give up on it. 
 
Paul knows this. Do what you can to preserve your marriage. Make it a blessed union. 
 
But marriage is an area our hearts whisper and say – change this and you will be 
happier. Marrieds who want to be single or remarried – singles who think marriage will 
complete their life. 
 
Dave dealt with singles last time. He told us that it is not marriage but Christ who 
completes your life. 
 
Yes, if the Lord brings the right woman or man along – marriage – in the Lord – is a 
great blessing. 
 
But Jesus was single. Some of the godliest and most significant lives in history were 
led by single people. 
 



You are undistracted and can serve God in ways married people cannot. 
 
I have seen too many young men and women approach 25, 30, 35 – panic – 
compromise their principles – and marry someone they probably shouldn’t and spend 
much of the rest of their lives trying to make a less than ideal marriage work. 
 
Some couples can’t have children. It can eat them up. I am not complete unless I am 
a mother. 
 
Children are a blessing. If need be – seek to adopt or foster yes – but know this – you 
can have a fulfilled life serving God without children if that is His will. 
 
And as we saw with Isabella Dutton at the beginning of this message – some mothers 
think that their life would be much happier without children. 
 
Seeking to change your family situation is not necessarily wrong. 
 
But the norm is to seek first His Kingdom. Get right with God. Then if there is something 
that needs to change you have the spiritual strength to work on it. And the norm is that 
getting the vertical relationship right changes so many horizontal ones for the better. 
 
Brothers and sisters. We are to find our satisfaction in Christ. We are to bloom where 
He planted us. We are to struggle to make our marriages reflect the union of Christ 
and the church. And in this do we find the joy our hearts desire. 
  



If Only I Was … !!! – Part 1 
(1 Corinthians 7:10-16  April 7, 2013) 

 
Main Point: 
 

I would be happy – If I accepted the life God has given me and used my 
time seeking first the kingdom of God rather than seeking first to change 
my kingdom. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 

 
� What are the things that the world and our hearts tell us we need to change to 

make us happy? 
 

� Why does changing these things seem to be the way to happiness? 
 
� How would you summarise the main burden of 1 Corinthians 7? 
 
� Why does Paul give the principle to remain as God called you? 
 
� In verses 17-24 – how does Paul use the term ‘call’ and what is its relevance to the 

chapter? 
 
� What are the various biblical views concerning divorce and remarriage? 
 
� The basic view of our church is: 
 
That Scripture has a high view of the marriage bond – and encourages Christians to 
seek to preserve the marriage bond – but if necessary does allow for the separation 
and divorce of a believer – but not remarriage while their former spouse is still alive. 
 

Discuss this viewpoint – strengths, weaknesses. 
 
� Read vv. 10-11. 
 

What does Paul mean when he says – not I but the Lord give this charge? Read 
Luke 16:18. 
 
If you hold that are biblical reasons for remarriage other than death of a spouse – 
why do you think Paul does not mention them here? 
 
Is verse 39 absolute – in other words are there other reasons for remarriage other 
than the death of a spouse? 
 

� How can we show Christian charity and grace to those who hold a different view of 
marriage and divorce? How can we make sure this is not a divisive issue in our 
church? 
 



� Our church has chosen to allow liberty before the Lord in this area. Do you agree 
with this approach? Why or why not? 

 
� Do you think allowing more reasons for divorce and remarriage has contributed to 

the rise of divorce in churches or not? Why or why not? 
 
� Read vv 12-16. 
 
� How can we encourage our single men and women to consider singleness as a 

long term option? Should we do so? 
 
� How can we encourage our single men and women to not compromise in terms of 

marrying a weak Christian or a non-Christian? How significant an issue is this? 
 
� How can we support those who are in spiritually mixed marriages? 
 
� Why does Paul encourage spiritually mixed marriages to stay together? 
 
� In v. 14 – what does Paul mean that the unbeliever is made holy? In what sense? 
 
� In what sense are the children holy? 
 
� What is the paedobaptist argument for baptising infants from v.14? Do agree with 

it or not? 
 
� What are the reasons Paul gives for separating if the unbeliever leaves in v. 15? 
 
� What is the encouragement Paul gives for Christians who stay married to their 

unbelieving spouse in verse 16? 
 
� Are there any other concerns, pastoral sensitivities, difficulties that arise from this 

passage that need to be addressed? 
 


