
If Only I Was … !!! – Part 2 
(1 Corinthians 7:17-24  April 14, 2013) 

 

 
 
Christians often use the word ‘call’ in ways like this: 
 

I am called to the pastorate. 
 
I am called to be a missionary in Turkey. 
 
I am called to singleness. 
 
I am called to be a mother. 
 
I am called to be an accountant. 

 
This idea of God calling each of us to find our particular place in life is a concept that 
is quite pervasive in Christian circles. 
 
The problem I have with this is that it is a doctrine that we don’t seem to find in 
Scripture. 
 
Before we look at our passage this morning – we need to get a handle on this word 
call – because it is the key word in our passage. 
 
This morning we are looking at 1 Corinthians 7 verses 17-24. 
 



 
 
Paul uses call eight times in these few verses. 
 
But we what does he mean when he speaks of our call? 
 
Traditionally, when Christians use the term ‘call’ – they usually mean something like: 
 

 
 

The path God is revealing for my life. 
 
It is as if God has a preferred path for each of us and we need to find that path and 
walk it to be in the centre of His will. 
 
Someone with this view of call might say: 
 

God has called me to marry Sarah and be a missionary in Algeria. 
 
Usually they mean they prayed and sought wisdom and somehow God showed them 
that this is the path they are to take. 
 
While it might sound wonderful to think that God has one preferred plan for each of 
our lives and to be in the centre of His will we have to find that plan and follow it – this 
theology of call – has caused immense problems for individuals and churches. 
 



• How do you know something is actually the will of God? Did God speak to you? Is 
it some type of feeling? Did God show you through a fleece or a sign? Just how 
certain are you this is from God? 

 
• Can the call of God ever change? 

 
• Is it a sin to not follow the will of God – or is it more of a suggestion? 
 
I have counselled wonderful people totally confused by this idea of call. 
 

Couples who are incompatible – but they married because they felt called. 
 
Men who felt called to a profession but now feel guilty that they want to change. 
 
Women who felt called to singleness but now feel betrayed by that call. 

 
I want to suggest that underlying the confusion is a messed up theology of call. 
 
There are a number of ways call is used in the Bible. Let me highlight the more 
significant ones for our discussion this morning. 
 
Jesus often used call in terms of a call to follow Him. For example, He called the 
disciples to leave their occupations and join Him. 
 
But if you examine the writings of Paul – far and away his main use of call is in terms 
of God’s irresistible call unto salvation. 
 
God calls His elect men and women out of sin and into salvation. 
 
For example 1 Corinthians 1:9:  
 

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

 
Romans 1:6:  
 

You who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
 
And perhaps the most famous is Romans 8:28–30:  
 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined 
he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 
he justified he also glorified.  

 
God calling men from darkness into light is the main way Paul uses call. 
 



However, there is another use – a much less frequent use – but the one that has 
caused the confusion. 
 
Look at 1 Corinthians 1:1:  
 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. 
 
Then, in Acts 13:2 we read:  
 

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  

 
And finally in Acts 16:9–10:  
 

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 
there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when 
Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, 
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.  

 
Several times in his writings Paul says he is called by God to be the Apostle to the 
Gentiles. Then in Acts 13 and 16 God refines that call. These are the verses – and 
perhaps our passage in 1 Corinthians – that have caused the confusion. 
 
But, these couple of instances of God calling Paul to his task was never meant to be 
the normal practice for every believer. 
 
In the Old Testament God called men and women out for very specific kingdom 
oriented tasks. Prophets, priests, craftsmen and others were called by God to various 
kingdom specific undertakings. 
 
The best known examples are God calling men to be His prophets. 
 
But, there is no idea of God calling every individual in Israel to a specific task or path. 
 
The call of Paul as an Apostle fits with this concept of God calling men to significant 
kingdom purposes. 
 
First, notice that this use of call is limited to Paul and those with him. There is no 
passage that says God calls all believers to a specific task. 
 
Also, this call of Paul always involved direct supernatural revelation. When Paul was 
saved the Lord Jesus appeared and commanded Him to be the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
 
Also, note that Paul and all the others in the Old Testament, were never seeking the 
will of God in an area – God just appeared and commanded them. This is in contrast 
to the way most people seek the call of God on their life. 
 
Let me sum up. In all the New Testament – there is no general theology of call for 
anyone apart from Paul and those with him. 
 



We might infer that the other Apostles and probably the Prophets received a 
supernatural call from God – but this is not directly stated. We might say that the 
appointment of Matthias as the Apostle to replace Judas is a call – but the word isn’t 
used. 
 
It is the Apostles and Prophets who were in the line of the Old Testament men who 
were called. 
 
There is no instance in the New Testament of a pastor being called, elders being 
called, missionaries being called – in the way the Prophets were or Paul was. No 
supernatural revelation and direct command. 
 
Nor is there any reference to marriage, singleness, particular vocations or the like – in 
terms of a call. 
 
So how did we end up with this pervasive notion of call? 
 
Historically, it seems that Martin Luther took the idea of Paul being called as an Apostle 
as a precedent for men called to the ministry. Then – based in part on his 
understanding of 1 Corinthians 7 – he later expanded this to cover secular 
employment. He said that any area of work may be a “calling” from God. 
 
Others then used 1 Corinthians 7 – the passage we are looking at – to expand this to 
social situations like marriage and singleness. 
 
Over time this idea that God calls us into specific areas of service and social status 
became the accepted Christian viewpoint. 
 
But, what I want you to notice this morning is that this is not how 1 Corinthians 7 uses 
call. 
 
In our passage, Paul uses call as he usually does – to refer to God’s call to salvation 
– but he also speaks of the state or circumstances we were in at the time God called 
us. 
 
So some have understood call as a referring to God’s plan for our circumstances. 
 
It has led to this muddled situation. We now find that while the Bible says – if any man 
aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task (1 Tim. 3:1) – today men 
considering the pastorate or eldership or missions are asked – can you tell me about 
your calling? 
 
If God has not given them a specific call – then they should not be in ministry. 
 
And many are told – there should be a call of God to a particular vocation, marital 
state, children, country and the like. 
 
Over the years I have had couples sit in my office and say – God has called me as a 
missionary to Kenya. I have looked at them and know they are struggling spiritually, 
their marriage is a mess, he can’t hold down and job – I want to say – God has not 



called you as a missionary to Kenya – but that sounds so ungracious and how do you 
fight the ‘call of God’ on someone’s life? 
 
I have had couples turn up and say – God has called us to marry. They are so messed 
up marriage would be a disaster. But they ‘know’ it is right because they have the 
imprimatur of God’s call on their union. 
 
Why is this significant to cover before we look at this morning’s passage? 
 
I am going to put two statements up on the data projector. 
 
The first represents the traditional view of calling in the Christian church. 
 
The other, I want to suggest, is the biblical view. 
 

 
 

In general – seek to change your state to what God calls you. 
 

In general – don’t seek to change your state from when God called you. 
 
Let me explain these two. 
 
The first is the view of call many if not most Christians have been taught. 
 
They see God as having a preferred path for their life and God calling them to this 
path. 
 
They have to pray and seek the will of God for their life in terms of vocation, marital 
state, children, country to serve in and so on. 
 
And one corollary of this is that for many – if there are problems in their life – then it 
may well be that they are outside the will of God in some area. 
 
I became a plumber when I should have been a dentist. 
 
I married Jim instead of Dan. 
 
I had two children instead of six. 



 
I am outside the will of God. I messed up the call of God. And so one path forward is 
to seek to change that area of my life that seems wrong. Marriage, vocation, children. 
Move from the wrong path to the right one. 
 
Couple this with our sinful hearts that whisper in our ears that change will make us 
happy and what we have surfacing from time to time is the thought – I would be happier 
if only I was … : 
 

 
 

Richer 
 
Married 
 
Single 
 
Divorced 
 
Remarried 
 
Educated 
 
A Mother 
 
Not A Mother 

 
A few weeks back we reached the part of 1 Corinthians in which Paul is answering a 
series of questions the church in Corinth had sent to him. Paul introduces these 
questions with the phrase – “Now concerning the matters about which you wrote.” 
 
In Chapter 7 – the questions sound almost like a relationship advice column. 
 

Dr Paul – my husband always wants sex – what do you suggest? 
 
Dr Paul – my wife and I have reached a toxic stage in our marriage – is it OK if 
I get a younger, quieter version? 
 



Dr Paul – I am a poor slave – should I seek to become a rich free man? 
 
Dr Paul – I got engaged – now I am a Christian – should I still marry her? 

 
These questions arise because there is something inside us that often whispers – you 
will be happier if … you can change your situation. Find the call of God and change 
your life to suit it. 
 
Paul says – the true answer is much more profound than that. 
 
Paul says – in fact we spend so much time seeking happiness by changing our social 
circumstances we often miss the real answer. 
 
Here is how I would summarise Paul’s answer: 
 

 
 

I would be happier – If I accepted the life God has given me and used my 
time seeking first the kingdom of God rather than seeking first to change 
my kingdom. 

 
Paul basically says to the Corinthians that all of their suggested answers are way off 
target. 
 
God has called each of us to a specific life. The general principle is that we need to 
accept the life He has granted us and seek to serve Him there rather than seek 
happiness elsewhere. 
 
Happiness is not found in changing your social circumstances but in making sure you 
are seeking first the kingdom of God. 
 
The entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 7 makes this one point. 
 
You have one life to live. Spend it sold out for Jesus rather that trying to change your 
social circumstances. 
 
This fits our second statement: 



 
In general – don’t seek to change your state from when God called you. 

 
Look at this outline of Chapter 7 where Paul gives advice to various groups. 
 

 
 
I The Happily Married vv. 1-7 
 Remain fulfilling your marital duty. Exception v. 5 
 
II The Widowed vv. 8-9 
 Remain in the state in which you are. Exception v. 9 
 
III The Struggling Married Where Both are Believers vv. 10-11 
 Remain in the marriage bond. Exception v. 11 
 
IV The Struggling Married Where Only One is a Believer vv. 12-16 
 Remain in the marriage bond. Exception v. 15 
 
Principle – Remain as God called you. vv. 17, 20, 24 
 
V To the Circumcised v. 18a 
 Remain circumcised. No exception necessary 
 
VI To the Uncircumcised v. 18b 
 Remain uncircumcised. No exception necessary 
 
VII To Slaves vv. 21-23 

Remain slaves. Exception v. 21b 
 
VIII To the Betrothed vv. 25-40 
 Remain betrothed and marry. Exception vv. 37-40 
 
Paul addresses people in the church who are in various social conditions. 
 



Happily married, unhappily married, widowed, single, betrothed, Jewish, Gentile, 
slaves. 
 
But notice that this is not meant to be an exhaustive list. Paul could have added many 
more social situations – poor, uneducated, divorced, childless – so right in the midst 
of addressing various social situations – and so we can’t miss it – three times – Paul 
gives the principle that applies in every social situation. 
 
Verse 17: 

 
Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 
 

Verse 20: 
 
Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 
 

Verse 24: 
 
So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with 
God.  

 
It is hard to miss Paul’s point. But believe me – I have done enough counselling to 
know that this is a principle every one of us struggles with. 
 
Our sinful hearts whisper – you will be happier if you can only change this area of your 
life that is not right. Better Wife. Better Job. More Money. More Kids. 
 
Some mixed up theology whispers – find the call of God and change your life to follow 
the call. 
 
And we pour huge effort into change – often tearing up our relationships – only to find 
we are as just as unhappy or are worse – and we are confused about how the call of 
God could have led to this situation. 
 
But in fact, Paul gives this general principle. 
 



 
 

Remain as God called you. 
 
This principle is counterintuitive. Surely we have to change the problem area? 
 
But what this principle suggests is that in general – it is not our social situation – but 
us – that is the problem. 
 
Spend your life, your passion, your energies for the kingdom – not in changing your 
social circumstances. 
 
But – Paul is quite aware that this is a general principle and like all principles there are 
exceptions – reasons to change. 
 

 
 
Paul is not saying if you are single when you are saved – you can never marry. 
 
If you are a slave – you can never be free. 
 
If you are married – there are no circumstances under which you can separate. 
 



Paul is not saying that. Notice that he gives exceptions – reasons that you might 
change your social status. 
 
But these are exceptions. In most cases the rule is: 
 

Remain as God called you. 
 
That is the heart of chapter 7. 
 
For a number of reasons, what Dave chose to do a few weeks ago was to preach a 
sermon combining Paul’s advice to the widowed in verses 8 and 9 with his advice to 
the betrothed in verses 25-40. 
 
That left me with verses 10-24. Separation, divorce, remarriage, sanctification of 
children, Jew, Gentile, slavery and the general principle. 
 
Last week we looked at verses 10-16 where Paul gave advice to the married 
considering separation. 
 
This morning we come to the central section – where Paul gives the basic principle 
that applies to all of us. 
 
Look again at verses 17-24. 
 

 
 
I said that the key word here is call. Paul uses it eight times in these few verses. 
 
Look in particular at the summary verses: 
 
Verse 17: 
 

Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 

 
A better translation is: 
 



Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and in 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 

 
Verse 20: 
 

Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 
 
Verse 24: 
 

So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with 
God.  

 
Paul is not using call as God calling us to change. 
 
He is using call in terms of the call of God to salvation. 
 
But Paul is using it to refer to the circumstances we were in when God saved us. Look 
at these terms. 
 

The time of his call. The condition in which he was called. Were you a 
bondservant when called. Free when called. In whatever condition each was 
called. 

 
In Paul’s theology – nothing happens outside the plan of God. 
 
Nothing in our lives happens by chance. 
 
God is in control of our salvation. The timing of our salvation. The circumstances we 
were in at the period of our lives when we are saved. 
 
When the Corinthians were called to Christ – God had assigned to each one their 
place in life. 
 
Young, old, male, female, Jew, Gentile, slave, free, rich, poor, married, single. 
 
Don’t miss that word – assigned. God chose the state they were in. He assigned each 
one a missionfield. 
 
God called them in that state for a reason. 
 
Slaves reach slaves best. Jews reach Jews best. Singles mix with singles. Marrieds 
mix with marrieds. 
 
When you are called – whatever state you are called in – a young, Gentile, male slave 
– that state was assigned to you by God. 
 
In that state you have a particular sphere of influence. 
 
Serve God in that state. Reach those people in your sphere of influence. Bloom where 
God planted you. 



 
Find your happiness in serving God – not by seeking to change. 
 
If every slave who is saved says – I am a slave I need to be free – who will reach the 
slaves? 
 
If every Gentile says – I need to be a Jew – who will reach the Gentiles? 
 
So the general principle is this: 
 

Remain as God called you. 
 
Reach those God put around you. 
 
Here we encounter two conflicting worldviews. In both the secular and the Christian 
worldviews we are told that joy, happiness, satisfaction are what we should seek. 
 
But the secular worldview says – the way to happiness is to improve your 
circumstances. 
 
If you are poor – become wealthy. 
 
If you have a bad job – get a good one. 
 
If you have a horrible wife – divorce her and marry a better one. 
 
If you are a slave – become free. 
 
The Christian worldview says – the way to happiness is to spend your life serving, 
enjoying and knowing God. 
 
You can do that married or single, rich or poor, male or female, free or slave, Jew or 
Gentile. 
 
And not only that, Paul reminds us that God has planned the circumstances of your 
life such that when He saved you – your relationships, your status, your vocation, your 
race, your place on earth – were assigned to you by God as the mission field for you 
to serve Him and minister to the people around you. 
 
So you need a good reason to change. 
 
When we became Christians – our goals for this life changed. We don’t merely want 
to improve our lot in life – we want to see His name glorified. 
 
We give up our goals and accept His goals. 
 
So how does this work in practice? Paul gives two examples – Jew/Gentile and 
slave/free. 
 
Look at verses 18 and 19: 



 
Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to 
remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call 
uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. For neither circumcision counts 
for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God.  

 
Some in Corinth were Jews who came to Christ. We know from texts of the day that 
many Gentiles ridiculed Jews and their circumcision. Some even underwent an 
operation – epispasm – to try and undo their circumcision. 
 
Some in Corinth were Gentiles who came to Christ. We know from letters like Acts, 
Romans and Galatians that some pressured them to become ethnically Jewish and 
receive circumcision. 
 
Paul is clear – neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything. 
 
Galatians 3:28:  
 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 
Jews don’t please God better, Gentiles don’t please God better. 
 
What pleases God? John 14:15:  
 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
 
Seeking to please God, to love Him, to serve Him. 
 
Changing your ethnic identity doesn’t please God – serving Him does. 
 
Reach those you know. If you are a Jew – your main ministry will be to Jews – if you 
are a Gentile – reach Gentiles. Bloom where you are planted. 
 
This example seems fairly clear. Most people would think that staying a Jew or a 
Gentile is reasonable. 
 
But what about slaves and free men? 
 
If you are a slave when you are converted – how much good can you do? 
 
Surely wealthier free men can impact the kingdom in a greater way. Who would listen 
to a slave? 
 
Here is Paul’s answer. 1 Corinthians 7:21–23:  
 

Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can 
gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) For he who was called in 
the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when 



called is a slave of Christ. You were bought with a price; do not become slaves 
of men.  

 
When the KJV was translated the concept of slavery was tied to ethnicity – Africans 
were slaves. So they chose not to translate doulos as slave – they used servant or 
bondservant. But in fact the word is slave. 
 
If you are a slave when you come to Christ – great. Minister as a slave. Reach slaves. 
Serve your master well and show them how a Christian slave serves. 
 
What matters is not your social state before men – but before God – you are a freeman 
in Christ. 
 
Were you free when you came to Christ – then know every Christian is a slave of 
Christ. We are called to serve Him who bought us at the price of His own life. In this 
sense all Christians are slaves. 
 
Notice verse 23: 
 

You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.  
 
When Christ ransomed us we became His slaves. We are to serve Him. All we have 
– our time, energy, assets, resources, money, talents – they are His. 
 
But, some Christians sell themselves as slaves to men. Work, money, affluence – 
become our master. 
 
Slaves and freemen can both become slaves of men. 
 
You and I are free but we can be slaves of men. 
 
If our lives are consumed by work, the pursuit of money, the gathering of assets, the 
rise up the social ladder – then money is our master not Christ. We cannot serve two 
masters. 
 
Paul’s point is this – when Christ bought us – we are His – slave or free – serve Him. 
 
A couple of things. One of the thoughts underlying the drive for a slave to be free might 
be that a wealthy free man might influence more for Christ. 
 
Remember then what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:26–29: 
 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is 
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that 
no human being might boast in the presence of God.  

 



Paul says remember who you were when God called you from darkness into light – 
when He saved you. 
 
You were not the rich, powerful, elite – but nobodies. 
 
But God used you to establish this church in this pagan city – and He chose nobodies 
so He gets the glory. 
 
Look at the men and women God has used mightily in history. In general a bunch of 
nobodies. 
 
In the first century – Fishermen, tax gatherers, prostitutes, slaves – yet they turned the 
world upside down. 
 
In church history – not many Kings, generals, Presidents, Billionaires have impacted 
the world for Christ. 
 
Yes there are a few – but the vast majority are nobodies. 
 
Christ uses nobodies – He doesn’t need you to become a somebody – because then 
people might think you deserve the glory not Christ. 
 
You and I are nobodies in this world – but God delights to use nobodies so He gets 
the glory. He just needs faithful, dedicated, available servants. 
 
The point is that God can use a slave as much and probably more – than He can use 
a King. 
 
So – should a slave never seek freedom? Verse 21: 
 

But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity. 
 
If you are a slave and the opportunity comes up for freedom – take it. Just don’t make 
that the goal of your life. 
 
Verse 17: 

 
Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and in 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 
 

Verse 20: 
 
Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 
 

Verse 24: 
 
So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with 
God.  

 
There are probably very few ethnically Jewish people here this morning. 



 
There are probably none who want to become Jewish to serve God better. 
 
There are no slaves here this morning. 
 
There are probably none who wish to be slaves. 
 
So how does this passage apply to us? 
 
The point is that God has appointed each of us a missionfield. 
 
Bloom where God planted you. 
 
Instead of seeking greener grass – water the grass where you are and make your 
patch green for God. 
 
If you are married – make your marriage the best example of Christ’s love for the 
church you can. 
 
If you are single – serve Him undistractedly – but if you meet someone and together 
you can serve Him better – it is fine to marry – in the Lord. 
 
If you are employed – Colossians 3:23–24:  
 

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving 
the Lord Christ.  

 
Wherever God has you – at work, school, neighbourhood, social activities – serve Him 
faithfully there. 
 
Spend your energy where God planted you in the sphere of influence He assigned 
you. 
 
So: 
 
Can you change jobs – yes. 
 
Can you get married – yes. 
 
Can you improve your financial position – yes. 
 
In Paul’s day – you usually only had one job for life – most often in the family business. 
 
Today the norm is to change jobs four or five times. 
 
It is not wrong to change jobs. But make sure your motive is right. We usually change 
jobs to move up the financial ladder, but there might be good reasons to consider 
staying with the relationships you have developed. 
 



If you are single – the norm is to marry – but only in the Lord. 
 
As for missions – you don’t need a specific call – because we have all been 
commanded to make disciples of the nations. You are a missionary right where you 
are and if you should desire to serve in another place – so be it. But do it to serve God 
and for the kingdom. 
 
Never changing your life is is not Paul’s point. 
 
His point is don’t spend all you have seeking the things of this world as if they will fulfil 
you. 
 
Seek first His kingdom. 
 
And at times seeking first His kingdom means we should change. 
 
Listen to 1 Corinthians 9:19–23 where Paul writes:  
 

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 
those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the 
law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became 
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by 
all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may 
share with them in its blessings.  

 
Paul says that if it will help him reach others with the gospel he will change the 
circumstances of his life. 
 
He was free but he would become a slave for Christ. 
 
The Moravian Brotherhood was founded under the hand of Count Nicolas Zinzendorf 
in the 1720’s. They adopted as their seal the image of a lamb on ground stained 
crimson with blood. Their motto was “Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow Him.” 
 
They embraced a lifestyle of self-denial, willing suffering and obedience. They followed 
the call of the Lamb to go anywhere and placed an emphasis upon the worst and 
hardest places as having the first claim. 
 
In 1731, while attending the coronation of Christian VI in Copenhagen, the young 
Count met a converted slave from the West Indies, Anthony Ulrich. Anthony’s tale of 
his people’s plight moved Zinzendorf, who brought him back to Herrnhut. As a result, 
the community resolved to send their first missionaries. 
 
They were ready to depart on October 8, 1732. Two men, John Leonard Dober, a 
potter, and David Nitschman, a carpenter booked passage on Dutch ship bound for 
the Danish West Indies. But the slave owners had said – no missionaries. Only slaves 



could go to the West Indies. So the men decided to sell themselves into slavery – a 
lifetime of servitude – so that those African slaves might hear the gospel. 
 
As the ship slipped away, their family and friends lined the dock. Everyone knew that 
the next time they would see each other would be in glory. And over the water, these 
men lifted up a cry that would become the rallying call for all Moravian missionaries. 
They cried “May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His suffering.” 
 
They were free – but had a good reason to change their circumstances. 
 
Brothers and sisters, God has put each of us in a particular family, country, social 
strata, group of friends, occupation. 
 
You might not like some of these things – but don’t change them too easily. God might 
have a purpose for you right there. There might be people to reach. Seeds to plant. 
 
We need to examine our heart as to why we do what we do. If we are seeking first His 
kingdom – if that is our primary goal – then the decisions will flow naturally and we will 
find that what we desire the most – joy and satisfaction – will be ours. 
  



If Only I Was … !!! – Part 2 
(1 Corinthians 7:17-24  April 14, 2013) 

 
Main Point: 
 

I would be happier – If I accepted the life God has given me and used my 
time seeking first the kingdom of God rather than seeking first to change 
my kingdom. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:17-24. 

 
� Have you heard any sermons or teaching on the concept of call? What have you 

heard? How have you understood call in terms of offices in the church, missions, 
vocation, marital state? 
 

� How would you define call in the way most churches use it? 
 
� Do you think God has one path for our lives and we need to find it to be in His will? 
 
� What potential problems can you see in this view of call? 
 
� What are the various views you know concerning finding the will of God? (You can 

look at the sermon series we did on this last year). Which view do you think is 
biblical? 

 
� How does Paul usually use the term call in his writings? 
 
� Does 1 Corinthians 1:1 and Acts 13:2 and 16:9-10 establish a pattern of call that 

applies to all believers? Why or why not? 
 
� So how do you know if you should be a pastor, missionary, electrician, married, 

single, etc? 
 
� How does Paul use the term call in 1 Corinthians 7? 
 
� Do you agree that Paul uses it along the lines of: 
 

In general – don’t seek to change your state from when God called you. 
 
� Why might Paul encourage us to remain in the state God called us? 

 
� What are the reasons Jews should stay Jews and Gentiles as Gentiles? 
 
� What are the reasons slaves should stay slaves? 

 
� What principles might tell you when you should change your state? 
 
� What might be good reasons to stay in your job, stay single, stay in your 

neighbourhood? 



 
� What might be good reasons to change these? 
 
� What are the spheres of influence in your life? Do you see this as a mission field? 
 
� How can you bloom where God planted you? 
 
� What does it mean to seek first His kingdom and then the other things will be added 

unto you? 
 
 


