
God’s Wisdom For Living In A Morally Complex World – 
Part 1 

(1 Corinthians 8:1-13 April 21, 2013) 
 

 
 

Now concerning food offered to idols. 
 
That is how Paul begins the next major section of 1 Corinthians. 
 
When I was at seminary they taught us that a good sermon should scratch where the 
congregation itches. 
 
I suspect this is not a subject that has caused many of you to itch. A series of sermons 
on this subject probably does not get your spiritual heart pumping. In fact you have 
probably given very little thought to the implications in your life of food offered to idols. 
It is not as trendy as eschatology or speaking in tongues or women in ministry. 
 
So while a subject like this might seem to be relevant in Thailand or other Asian 
cultures where food is constantly offered to the gods – on the surface it doesn’t seem 
all that relevant to us in Australia. 
 
But I want to suggest that Paul’s answer to this question provides us with principles 
that are crucial for us in the 21st century. Principles that enable us to make decisions 
in a morally complex world. 
 
Christians love black and white answers to grey questions. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 8,9 and 10 – Paul gives us the principles we need to navigate the 
maze of real world questions and decisions that confront us every day of our lives – 
making decisions in the grey areas – the morally complex areas of life. 
 
And what is more – I want to suggest that in most days of your life – you face decisions 
that are morally complex. 
 
1 Corinthians 8-10 is certainly not the only place in the Bible that gives wisdom for 
making morally complex decisions – but it is one of the best. 



 
Paul takes a question that would have confronted the Corinthians every day – should 
we eat food that has been offered to idols? The answer is not easy – it is morally 
complex. So Paul gives a lengthy answer – and in the process there is absolute gold 
in terms of how we as Christians should make difficult decisions. 
 
At first glance, Paul’s answer seems to be difficult to follow or even seems to veer off 
subject. To give you some idea of the difficulties, just listen to 1 Corinthians 8:1–3: 
 

  
 

Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone imagines 
that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. But if 
anyone loves God, he is known by God.  

 
This seems a very strange couple of verses. 
 
In 1 Corinthians – Paul answers some questions the saints in Corinth raised with him. 
 
Here, Paul introduces a new section where he says he will answer a question 
regarding food offered to idols. 
 
But it seems as if Paul introduces the topic and then goes off on a tangent about 
knowledge and only gets back on track in verse 4. 
 
Then chapter 9 seems to be a total digression. He talks about his rights as an Apostle 
and says nothing about food offered to idols. 
 
And in chapter 10 he seems to divert again talking about the wilderness experiences 
of Israel, but he does speak about idolatry in general and finally in verse 23 of chapter 
10 he gets back to the question of food offered to idols. 
 
Many commentators think Paul darts all over the place and is not giving one coherent 
answer in chapters 8-10. 
 
I disagree. I profoundly disagree. 
 
I see chapters 8-10 as one coherent answer. 



 
But we also need to understand that this answer fits in with the theme of the overall 
letter. 
 
In 1 Corinthians there are certain words that recur throughout the letter. Words like 
knowledge, wisdom, utterance, spiritual, gifts. 
 
There are themes that pop up again and again. The priority of love. The importance of 
building up the body rather than puffing up the individual. The importance of reaching 
the lost with the gospel. The necessity to give God the glory. 
 
To set help us work our way through these chapters I want to do two things. 
 
First – I want to tell you what I think was going on in Corinth that prompted Paul to 
answer the question in the way he did. 
 
Second – I want to show you why I believe Paul’s answer fits together as a coherent 
unit. 
 
First – What prompted Paul to answer the question in the way he did? 
 
I think we need to grasp Paul’s point in the whole book. Look back at how Paul starts 
this letter. 1 Corinthians 1:4–7: 
 

 
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all 
speech (logos) and all knowledge (gnosis) — even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you — so that you are not lacking in any gift 
(charisma). 

 
These words in red become key words throughout this epistle. 
 
The Corinthians had all the spiritual gifts – the charismata. It seems that they came to 
prize some of these gifts – especially the showy, impressive ones – gifts of speech 
and knowledge or better – utterance and knowledge. Logos and gnosis. 
 



What are these gifts? These are spiritual gifts like tongues and prophecy and teaching. 
 
The Corinthians had all of these gifts in the church. But they failed to use these gifts 
to build up the whole body. It seems certain individuals thought that having these gifts 
made them especially important in the church. 
 
And some of this wisdom destroyed the gospel. Clearly some struggled with Christ 
coming in a body, dying in a body and rising in a body. 
 
But a crossless, resurrectionless gospel – is no gospel at all. It is not wisdom – it is 
folly. 
 
Chapter 1 tells us that the result was divisions and quarrelling and various factions 
among the Corinthians. 
 
So having noted they have all the gifts, Paul then spends the much of the first chapter 
declaring that wisdom (sophia) without love empties the cross of its power. 
 
In chapter 2 we find these same key words. Paul says he did not come with lofty 
speech (logos) or wisdom (sophia) – that their faith might not rest in the wisdom 
(sophia) of men but in the power of God. 
 
Paul is adamant, it is not these gifts themselves but the gospel of a crucified, 
resurrected Christ that is crucial. 
 
God didn’t give the church gifts so certain men and women could be made prominent. 
It was to build up the whole church so the gospel could go forth. 
 
In chapter 3 he says that he wishes he could address them as spiritual (pneumatikos) 
– but they are fleshly. 
 
They are divided and Paul attributes this to worldly wisdom. 1 Corinthians 3:18–19:  
 

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this 
age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom (sophia) 
of this world is folly with God. 

 
Wisdom without love is worldly and foolish. It divides not builds up. It undermines the 
gospel. 
 
In chapter 4 Paul talks about the mysteries of God and being puffed up in favour of 
one against the other. 
 
Now with all of this in mind – now look with me at 1 Corinthians 12:4–8 where Paul 
says this:  
 

Now there are varieties of gifts (charismata), but the same Spirit (pneuma); and 
there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each 
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given 



through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom (logos sophia), and to another the 
utterance of knowledge (logos gnosis) according to the same Spirit (pneuma). 

 
Paul says that wisdom and knowledge are indeed gifts given to the church by the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
He then goes on to say that all spiritual gifts are given by God to build up the entire 
body of Christ not to tear it down. 
 
Then note 1 Corinthians 13:1–2:  
 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. 

 
Having tongues, prophecy, understanding of mysteries, knowledge, faith – without 
love – renders these as nothing. 
 
Without love they puff up individuals – who look to their own wisdom rather than the 
wisdom of God and instead of building up the body – they tear it down. It is the same 
theme that runs throughout this book. 
 
He goes on to say spiritual gifts like prophecy, tongues, knowledge will pass away – 
but love never ends. 
 
Chapter 14 – starts by encouraging all to pursue love. He then talks about how various 
gifts without love fail to build up the body. 
 
So this idea that spiritual gifts – wisdom, knowledge, utterance – without love puffs up 
instead of builds up runs throughout this whole epistle. 
 
It seems that one cause of the divisions and problems in the church was a misuse of 
these gifts of utterance and knowledge. Logos and gnosis. 
 
It is not that the gift was faulty – but the use of the fruits of the gift was faulty. 
 
Instead of being used with love – they were being used with pride. 
 
Instead of building up the whole body – they were being used to puff up individuals. 
 
Instead of giving glory to God – the glory was going to men. 
 
Instead of leading to unity – it was leading to divisions. 
 
Here was a church that had every spiritual gift. But they were divided and worldly. 
 
Paul deals with this as one of the key themes of 1 Corinthians. 
 



 
 

Spiritual gifts without love puffs up 
 
Spiritual gifts with love builds up 

 
Just pause for a moment to take this in. 
 
God gave spiritual gifts to the church to unify them, to build them up, to equip them for 
the task of taking the gospel to the world. 
 
What is incredible is that the church in Corinth misused these gifts so that the result 
was disunity, pride and loss of testimony. 
 
The problem was not the gifts but how the gifts were used. 
 
Before we return to chapter 8 – there is a question we need to ask. 
 
What is the spiritual gift of knowledge? 
 
The truth is that Paul does not specifically describe what this gift is in detail. 
 
Some have suggested that it is almost akin to prophecy. That it is a supernatural 
revelation – something that comes directly to the gifted Christian from God. 
Supernatural knowledge that cannot be obtained anywhere else. 
 
That is possible. However when you look at all of the references to knowledge in this 
book it seems that it is more a spiritual gift related to seeking out the truth God has 
already revealed. 
 
In Titus one of the qualifications of elders is that they must hold firm the trustworthy 
word as taught. 
 
It seems this gift of knowledge is more in line with seeking out and teaching the truth 
of God rather than revealing new truth. It seems to be more a gift of teaching than of 
revelatory prophecy. 
 



In our chapter – chapter 8 – Paul details some of the knowledge the Corinthians were 
using. All of this knowledge is already found in the Old Testament. It is not new 
revelation. 
 
So now we can answer the question of what prompted Paul to answer the question in 
the way he did. 
 
It seems that in chapters 8-10, Paul is continuing the theme found throughout the book 
of the misuse of certain spiritual gifts. 
 
He takes one specific example – the question of what to do with food offered to idols 
– and uses it to show how using these gifts, exercising their rights – without love – 
puffs up individuals – and can cause damage to the body instead of building up the 
church. It can also place us in danger of sinning and it can turn unbelievers away from 
the truth of the gospel. 
 
In other places those who claimed to have knowledge got it very wrong. They were 
wrong about the cross and the resurrection. 
 
In these chapters, they got it right – but because they lacked love – the application led 
them to act in a way that was wrong. 
 
They are a classic example of – Getting it wrong – even when you are right. 
 
Also, I want to show you why I believe Paul’s answer fits together as a coherent unit. 
 
In chapters 8 and 10 Paul specifically deals with the question of food offered to idols. 
Many see chapter 9 as a total digression – nothing to do with the question – I don’t. 
 
Throughout all of these chapters similar words and phrases and themes are found that 
link them together. 
 
Let me show you one example of why I see this section as a unit. 
 

 
 
1 Corinthians 8:9:  



 
But take care that this right (exousia) of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block (proskomma) to the weak. 

 
1 Corinthians 9:12:  
 

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right (exousia), but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle (enkope) in the way of the gospel of Christ. 

 
The knowledge of the Corinthians that there is but one God and idols are not real 
means they had a right to eat food offered to idols. But exercising this right without 
love is probably not wise as it may cause a brother stumble. 
 
Similarly, as an Apostle, Paul has a right to expect support from those he serves. But 
exercising this right without love might put an obstacle in the way of the gospel. 
 
Paul is not diverging away from his main theme. 
 
So here is how I understand how this section all fits together. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 8-10 – Paul gives us principles concerning how a Christian makes 
moral decisions. 
 
What he does is he gives two sections saying why pushing the limits of your rights is 
dangerous and two sections giving us principles on how to make moral decisions. 
 

 
 
Chapter 8 Pushing the limits of your rights is a danger to others 
 
Chapter 9 Instead of pushing the limits of your rights you should choose to 

forgo your rights for the gospel 
 
Chapter 10:1-23 Pushing the limits of your rights is a danger to you 
 
Chapter 10:24-11:1 Instead of pushing the limits of your rights ask if it brings glory to 

God 



 
We will cover these chapters over the next few weeks. 
 
After this very long introduction – we can now turn our attention to what Paul actually 
says in chapter 8. 
 
Here is how I understand the outline of this chapter. 
 

 
 

Question    Concerning food offered to idols v. 1a 
 
Principle to answer the question Knowledge puffs up – love builds up vv. 1b-3 
 
Knowledge that can puff up Idols are not gods vv. 4-6 
 
Knowledge without love  Can cause a brother to stumble vv. 7-13 

 
Paul starts with their question. 
 
What about food offered to idols? 
 
He then gives the general principle he will use to answer the question and the principle 
that the Corinthians and you and I can use in a huge variety of situations. 
 
Then he discusses the knowledge that the Corinthians applied to the situation. 
 
Finally, he shows how their application lacked love and can cause division and 
stumbling. 
 

Question    Concerning food offered to idols v. 1a 
 
So look with me at chapter 8 verse 1: 
 

Now concerning food offered to idols. 
 



Corinth was a pagan society. There were idols and temples on every corner. Historians 
have suggested that much of the meat and a significant amount of other produce was 
taken to temples to receive the blessing of the gods. 
 
Some of the offering was burned up as a sacrifice to the gods. Some returned to the 
worshipper. The priests kept a portion for their own use. But some was then sold in 
the market associated with the temples and some was kept to be used for the Temple 
feasts. 
 
This caused a dilemma for those who came to Christ. 
 
If you bought meat in the Temple market – it would have been offered to an idol. If you 
bought it elsewhere it may well have been previously offered to a god. 
 
If you were invited to someone’s home – again the meat may well have been ex-
offering meat. 
 
Eating a meal at the Temple was a common social activity. And not only was the 
problem the meat – but the worship of idols and the sexual activities were anathema 
to Christians. If your family or friends invite you to the Temple or to their home – should 
you go – should you eat? 
 
So the question arose – what should a Christian do in the matter of food offered to 
idols? 
 

Principle to answer the question Knowledge puffs up – love builds up vv. 1b-3 
 
Before he answers the question – Paul gives the principle that he would use to decide 
how to approach the question. 
 
Verse 1: 
 

We know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
 
Most likely the Corinthians were basing their advice on the fact that they possess the 
spiritual gift of knowledge. 
 
Paul may well be quoting them – yes you do possess the gift of knowledge – but that 
is not all you need: 
 

This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 
 
In the case of the Corinthians – this gift – the knowledge they had – was used to puff 
individuals up. They sought prominence because they were knowledgeable and wise. 
There is no love guiding this knowledge so others can be hurt and caused to stumble. 
 
Greeks valued knowledge. It was natural for those in the church to value knowledge. 
But it led to boasting and divisions and stumbling. 
 
What was needed was love to build up the whole body. 



 
Verses 2 and 3: 
 

If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought 
to know. But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.  

 
The true mark of spirituality is not possessing a gift – but using it in a spirit of love. 
 
In the context we might have expected Paul to say: 
 

But if anyone loves his brother, this shows his knowledge is true.  
 
But Paul knows that love for others springs from our love for God. We get the vertical 
relationship right and the horizontal flows. 
 
When our actions are controlled by love – then we prove we are His. By this will all 
men know that you are My disciples – if you have love for one another. 
 
Paul then shows what he means. 
 

Knowledge that can puff up Idols are not gods vv. 4-6 
 
The problem was not the knowledge the Corinthians had – it was the way they applied 
that knowledge. 
 
In terms of knowledge – their basic facts were right. 
 
Verses 4-6: 
 

Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has 
no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” For although there may 
be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and 
many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things 
and through whom we exist.  

 
This knowledge of the Corinthians is right. 
 
We can see they are right from the Old Testament. 
 
They are right: 
 

An idol has no real existence. 
 
The idols men carve from wood and stone are not real gods. Isaiah 37:19:  
 

They have cast their gods into the fire. For they were no gods, but the work of 
men’s hands, wood and stone. 

 
These little carved images are nothing. They are not real. They have no power. 



 
They are right: 
 

There is no God but one. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4 is one of the best known verses in Scripture:  
 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” 
 
There are not many gods – there is only one true God. 
 
They are right: 
 

For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed 
there are many “gods” and many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.  

 
Deuteronomy 10:17 says this:  
 

For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, 
and the awesome God.  

 
Here is the point. There is one true God. But in the world there are many false gods. 
 
When you come to chapter 10 – Paul tells us what they are – they are demons. 
 
But the one true God is supreme over all the so-called gods. Everyone only exists 
because of the one true God. 
 
It seems that some with knowledge in the church at Corinth – answered the question 
of what to do concerning food offered to idols like this: 
 

Idols are mere bits of wood and stone. They are not true gods. And the demons 
that inspired them – God is Lord of them. We are in Christ. They can’t affect us. 

 
Food offered to these so-called gods is just food. The food doesn’t become 
demonic. The food is just food. It can’t harm us. 

 
You are in Christ – the ruler over all. Go to the Temple – eat the food – it is 
nothing. In fact it shows your strength – Christ triumphs over all. 

 
They may even have argued that you need to go to be able to reach the non-
Christians. 
 
On one level – they got their facts right – their knowledge is fine. But their application 
lacks love. 
 

Knowledge without love  Can cause a brother to stumble vv. 7-13 
 



Verse 7: 
 

However, not all possess this knowledge. 
 
Not every Christian can eat food offered to an idol and see it as just food. 
 

But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to 
an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 

 
Some Corinthians came to Christ out of idolatry. They would have eaten many meals 
in Temples. Probably involving immoral acts. They would have done this to appease 
the gods and earn favour with them. 
 
It would not be easy for them to eat at a Temple without all those associations flooding 
back. 
 
To them – the ceremonies at the Temple were real. For them to join in would be to 
violate their conscience. 
 
Verse 8: 
 

Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and 
no better off if we do. 

 
This is probably the motto of the Corinthians. On one level, they are right. Because 
these are just lumps of wood and metal – because the food is just food – eating food 
offered to idols in and of itself has no consequence. It is just food. Whether we eat or 
not is of no significance. 
 
But there is another consideration. Later in chapter 10 – Paul warns them that there is 
a very fine line they walk. Yes the food is just food, but the Temple worship is in fact 
demon worship and to partake in the worship means you actually share the food and 
drink with demons – something no Christian can do. 
 
I think what is happening is that the Corinthians were going and just eating the food – 
and in their mind they were not partaking in the worship. There was no carrying out of 
the rituals associated with worshipping the gods. In their mind this was fine. They were 
avoiding the things that Christians should not do. 
 
But they were drawing too near the firs and were in danger of being burned. 
 
It is the – I will go to the R Rated movie but I will close my eyes in the sex scene. 
 
It is the – four wines makes me drunk – so I will only have three and a half wines. 
 
But Paul wants them to know it is a fine line. On one level they are right – it is just food 
– it is still just meat – and if there is no participation in the ceremonies – you could eat 
it. 
 



But that is not the right question. Even though you technically have the right to eat the 
food – should you? 
 
Verses 9-11: 
 

But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 
block to the weak. For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an 
idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food 
offered to idols? And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the 
brother for whom Christ died. 

 
If they don’t partake of the ceremony – then supposedly they could eat the meat in the 
Temple. It is their right. But the question is – should they exercise that right? 
 
While some there could eat and not get sucked into idolatry or violate their conscience 
– for other Christians – they can’t separate the eating of the food from the worship of 
the idols. 
 
They had probably worshipped at the Temples for years before coming to Christ. 
 
They left the world – now they see some Christians with the gift of knowledge eating 
in a Temple – and it messes them up. 
 
They don’t understand how mature Christians with the gift of wisdom could associate 
with idolatry, demons and false worship. 
 
Some brothers might even encourage them to show how strong they are by partaking 
of the meat in the Temple. 
 
It can lead them to stumble – to leave Christ and return to idolatry. 
 
They eat the food – but to them it is not just food – it is worshipping gods – and it 
brings back the world – the idolatry – it crushes their conscience – it causes them to 
stumble. 
 
Many Christians come to Christ out of some bad places – sex, drugs, occult, 
alcoholism, violence. Some practices – that are not sin in and of themselves – can 
push the line for these brothers. It can bring back thoughts, emotions, memories – that 
might cause them to stumble. 
 
To even draw near to the line can cause them to stumble. 
 
It can tempt them back to the world. 
 
You might not want to serve an ex-alcoholic a wine with their dinner. 
 
You might not put a movie with some racy bits on for someone who struggled with 
immorality. 
 
You might not watch Ultimate Fighting with someone who comes from a violent home. 



 
These might be things that are neither here nor there for you – they don’t cause you 
to stumble – but they might make your brother stumble. 
 
The truly mature Christian does not just ask – is this acceptable – the mature Christian 
asks does love say there are reasons I should not do this? 
 
Verse 12: 
 

Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is 
weak, you sin against Christ. 

 
When you cause a brother to stumble – you sin against Christ. 
 
You may have been technically right – but you are wrong – in that you applied it without 
love. 
 
Verse 13 – what does knowledge with love say: 
 

Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make 
my brother stumble.  

 
I will choose not to exercise my right to eat food offered to idols because I do not wish 
to make my brother stumble. 
 
The question Paul answers in this section is what to do concerning food offered to 
idols. 
 
That question is probably fairly irrelevant to everyone here. But the principle behind it 
applies to everyone. 
 

 
 
Knowledge tells us our rights. 
 
Love tells us whether to use or forgo our rights. 



 
Knowledge without love puffs up. 
 
Knowledge with love builds up. 
 
There are ethical questions that Christians debate. 
 
Is it right for a Christian to drink alcohol, use marijuana, smoke tobacco, get a tattoo, 
watch R Rated films? 
 
What is right sexually, financially, physically? 
 
Can a Christian be obese, vegetarian, join the army? 
 
Can a Christian vote Labor or Green? 
 
You only need to spend a few minutes on Google to see how varied the opinions of 
Christians are on this. 
 
Dave was just commenting the other day about some of Mark Driscoll’s books and 
sermons – that he often has a section – Can we …? What things is it permissible for 
a Christian to do? Those are the sections everyone wants to read and comment on. 
 
In some ways I think it is fine to have that debate. In the evenings we have been 
looking at a variety of ethical issues. 
 
What I want to suggest is this. Often the debate centres on what would theoretically 
be permissible for a mature Christian to do. 
 
Is this movie technically not a sin to watch? 
 
How many glasses of wine can I have before I sin? 
 
Theoretically is this acceptable between a husband and wife? 
 
Can I accumulate these without it being greed? 
 
But just because you can do something does not answer the question of should I do 
it. In chapter 10 we will see Paul gives reasons why it may harm us. Here he says – it 
may harm others. 
 
We are all surrounded by others. Our children, fellow Christians – long time Christians 
and new converts – unbelievers – neighbours. And they are looking at us. Whether 
we like it or not they are judging us. 
 
Some are looking to us as examples – if he does it – so can I. 
 
Others look to us to see if we violate their particular standards – I don’t think she should 
do that. 
 



So just because something might be right for us – does not mean it won’t cause 
stumbling or offense to them. 
 
Sometimes we need to forgo our rights temporarily – or even permanently – for the 
sake of others. 
 
Alcohol might be an example. 
 
I will argue very fervently that the Bible teaches that alcohol is a gift from God for us 
to enjoy – but drunkenness is a sin. Jesus created wine and drank wine. 
 
But many Christians come out of churches that teach it is wrong to drink alcohol at all. 
They say Jesus created and drank unfermented grape juice. 
 
Other Christians had problems with alcohol before they came to Christ. 
 
Some young people might not have your self-restraint. 
 
You have every right to drink alcohol as long as you don’t get drunk. But I want to 
suggest there will be times when you should not exercise that right. 
 
For some of us – we may choose to permanently renounce that right for the sake of 
he kingdom. For most of us – we will show sensitivity to where others are at. 
 
Let me close by sharing my heart a little here. I believe that the exercise of knowledge 
without love is a real problem in most churches – including ours. 
 
Paul says that knowledge without love puffs up. I have seen knowledge puff up so 
many men and women – and it is never good. 
 
There are ethical issues that continually divide churches. 
 
Let me give you some examples. 
 
Music. Is contemporary music dumbing down the lyrics and melody? Are hymns not 
touching today’s youth? Are drums a worldly instrument? 
 
Schooling. Christian, private, public or home – how should godly parents educate 
their children? 
 
Theology. Is the rapture pre or post trib? Is baptism for infants or believers? Did God 
create in seven days or 4 billion years? Can women teach in church or not? Are 
tongues still here or did they cease? 
 
For many these are mere academic questions. For others they are tied to the heart of 
Christian living. 
 
Be Bereans – do your study. But don’t let knowledge puff you up or tear others down. 
 



What I find tragic is that over the years seemingly mature Christians have exercised 
their knowledge and rights in such a way that they have caused division and stumbling. 
Others have to see things their way. 
 
I have had homeschool parents tell me they have felt judged by non-homeschoolers. 
 
I have had non-homeschool parents tell me they have felt judged by homeschoolers. 
 
We have had people leave the church because they felt their view of creation or 
spiritual gifts or end times was not accepted. 
 
I have heard people on all sides of the music issue say some very ungracious things. 
 
Is being right so important you will tear down a brother for whom Christ died? 
 
Let me reiterate – sometimes you can get it very wrong – even when you are right. 
 
Real wisdom is not always about getting it right. Real wisdom is often about choosing 
what issues you need to take a stand on and what issues you sometimes need to step 
back and say – I will let that one slide for the sake of the kingdom. 
 
I suspect that the people you admire most in this church are not the smartest ones 
who know every answer – but the most gracious and loving ones. 
 
I suspect that the ones who reach the world the best are not the ones with hard line 
answers on every question – but the ones who have the savour of Christ and grace in 
their lives. 
 
By this will all men know that you are His disciples – if you have love one for another. 
  



Getting It Wrong Even When You Are Right – Part 1 
(1 Corinthians 8:1-13 April 21, 2013) 

 
Main Point: 
 

Knowledge tells us our rights. 
 
Love tells us whether to use or forgo our rights. 
 
Knowledge without love puffs up. 
 
Knowledge with love builds up. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

 
� What are the key words and themes you have found throughout the book of 1 

Corinthians? 
 

� In 1 Corinthians 1:4-7 – what are the gifts of all speech (logos) and all knowledge 
(gnosis) that were given to the Corinthians? 

 
� Why does Paul say that wisdom without love empties the cross of its power? 
 
� In chapter 2 why did Paul not come with lofty speech or wisdom? 
 
� How did the misuse of these gifts contribute to the divisions and factions? 
 
� Read 1 Corinthians 12:4–8. What is the gift of knowledge? 
 
� In 1 Corinthians 13 – why is love so crucial? 
 
� Read 1 Corinthians 8:1a. What was the problem Paul is dealing with? 
 
� Read 1 Corinthians 8:1b-3. What is the principle Paul outlines here? Why is this so 

crucial? In what ways does knowledge puff up? How does love build up? 
 
� Read 1 Corinthians 8:4-7. What ‘knowledge’ did the Corinthians use to justify 

eating in an idol temple? 
 
� Read 1 Corinthians 8:8-13. How can the actions of one person affect the 

conscience of another? 
 
� Should Christians push the moral limit? Why or why not? 
 
� Even if something is right – what are reasons we should not do it? 
 
When Christians debate the morality of certain issues often the debate centres on 
what would theoretically be permissible for a mature Christian to do. 
 



Is this movie technically not a sin to watch? 
 
How many glasses of wine can I have before I sin? 
 
Theoretically is this acceptable between a husband and wife? 
 
Can I accumulate these without it being greed? 
 
Discuss why it is that just because you can do something does not answer the 
question of should I do it. 
 
� What are the areas you have seen where knowledge puffs up? How should we 

handle these areas? 
 

� By this will all men know that you are His disciples – if you have love one for 
another. How does this relate to this passage? 

 
 


