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One of the buzz words of our age is “rights”. 
 
Children at school are told they must know their rights. Employees are told to know 
their rights. 
 
The Beastie Boys tell us – Fight For Your Right To Party. 
 
The punk rockers – The Clash – made Know Your Rights into a song. 
 
Celebrities like Angelina Jolie tattoo it on their skin. 
 
We have it ingrained into us that we have rights. 
 
Children, women, men, elderly, gays, disabled, prisoners, terrorists – all have rights. 
 
But so do whales, trees and spotted owls. 
 
It seems to me that about the only living thing without rights is an unborn baby. 
 
This is not a totally new phenomenon. In antiquity a number of societies did enumerate 
certain rights for citizens and even slaves. 
 
However, most scholars point to the Twelve Articles of 1525 as the first major 
description of human rights. 
 
This paved the way for the British Parliament to ratify a Bill of Rights in 1689. 
 
Then famously – the 1776 American Declaration of Independence included these 
words: 
 



We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

 
These self-evident rights were enshrined in the US Constitution and their Bill of Rights. 
 
In 1789 the French approved a Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. 
 
These documents all ultimately led to the United Nations specifying 30 basic human 
rights in its 1948 – Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Since that time every single Western democracy has adopted a Bill of Rights – with 
one exception – Australia. 
 
Our politicians – most notably John Howard – have argued that in other countries 
adopting a Bill of Rights has only transferred power from elected politicians to 
unelected judges and bureaucrats. 
 
However, Victoria and the ACT have adopted their own Bill of Rights – other states 
are looking into it and it is probably only a matter of time till we get one nationally. 
 
But in many ways this won’t change much in practice. We have an Australian Human 
Rights Commission and laws that codify our rights. So in Australia we speak about 
rights and human rights as much as any other country. 
 
So what does this mean for us as Christians? 
 
We affirm that those made in the image and likeness of God – have rights. 
 
But, there is a vast difference between what the world says you should do with your 
rights and what the Bible teaches you should do with your rights. 
 
The world says – know your rights – exercise your rights – stand up for your rights. 
 
The Bible says – know your rights – and then – for the sake of the gospel – consider 
laying your rights aside. 
 
And perhaps the passage that most clearly speaks to this issue of rights is the chapter 
we are in this morning – 1 Corinthians 9. 
 
If you look at verses 4-15 – Paul uses this word – rights (exousia) six times: 
 



 
 
1 Corinthians 9:4–15: 
 

Do we not have the right to eat and drink? Do we not have the right to take 
along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord 
and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from 
working for a living? … If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even 
more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. … But I 
have made no use of any of these rights. 

 
Remember what is going on here. Chapters 8-10 are Paul’s answer to the question of 
what to do concerning food offered to idols. 
 
But instead of a simple answer – Paul provides principles – and these principles can 
be applied to the complex moral decisions every one of us face every day. 
 
Corinth was a pagan society. There were idols and temples on every corner. Historians 
have suggested that much of the meat and a significant amount of other produce was 
taken to temples to receive the blessing of the gods. 
 
Some of the offering was burned up as a sacrifice to the gods. Some returned to the 
worshipper. The priests kept a portion for their own use. But some was then sold in 
the market associated with the temples and some was kept to be used for the Temple 
feasts. 
 
This caused a dilemma for those who came to Christ. 
 
If you bought meat in the Temple market – it would have been offered to an idol. If you 
bought it elsewhere it may well have been previously offered to a god. 
 
If you were invited to someone’s home – again the meat may well have been ex-
offering meat. 
 
Eating a meal at the Temple was a common social activity. And not only was the 
problem the meat – but the worship of idols and the sexual activities were anathema 
to Christians. If your family or friends invite you to the Temple or to their home – should 
you go – should you eat? 



 
So the question arose – what should a Christian do in the matter of food offered to 
idols? 
 
In 1 Corinthians 8-10 – Paul gives us principles concerning how a Christian makes 
moral decisions. 
 
What he does is he gives two sections saying why pushing the limits of your rights is 
dangerous and two sections giving us principles on how to make moral decisions. 
 

 
 
Chapter 8 Pushing the limits of your rights is a danger to others 
 
Chapter 9 Instead of pushing the limits of your rights you should choose to 

forgo your rights for the gospel 
 
Chapter 10:1-23 Pushing the limits of your rights is a danger to you 
 
Chapter 10:24-11:1 Instead of pushing the limits of your rights ask if it brings glory to 

God 
 
Paul answered them in keeping with the way he dealt with one of the key themes of 1 
Corinthians. 
 
Last week we saw that throughout this book Paul made this point: 
 



 
 

Spiritual gifts without love puffs up 
 
Spiritual gifts with love builds up 

 
Some in the Corinthian church had the gift of knowledge. They declared that there is 
only one true God and these idols are just lumps of wood and metal. That means  that 
the food is just food so eating food offered to idols in and of itself has no consequence. 
Whether we eat or not is of no significance. 
 
Paul answered them in chapter 8 like this. 
 

 
 

Question    Concerning food offered to idols v. 1a 
 
Principle to answer the question Knowledge puffs up – love builds up vv. 1b-3 
 
Knowledge that can puff up Idols are not gods vv. 4-6 
 
Knowledge without love  Can cause a brother to stumble vv. 7-13 

 



Their knowledge was right – but it lacked love and it could cause a brother to stumble. 
 
This answer is in keeping with Paul’s principles found throughout this book. 
 

 
 

Knowledge tells us our rights. 
 
Love tells us whether to use or forgo our rights. 
 
Knowledge without love puffs up. 
 
Knowledge with love builds up. 

 
What Paul does then is to take these principles of applying love to our rights and shows 
how it is necessary in all aspects of our life. 
 
Chapter 9 is not a new section – it continues the same theme. Notice the key words. 
 

 
 
1 Corinthians 8:9:  
 



But take care that this right (exousia) of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block (proskomma) to the weak. 

 
1 Corinthians 9:12:  
 

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right (exousia), but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle (enkope) in the way of the gospel of Christ. 

 
The knowledge of the Corinthians declared that there is but one God and idols are not 
real means they had a right to eat food offered to idols. But exercising this right without 
love is probably not wise as it may cause a brother stumble. 
 
Similarly, as an Apostle, Paul has a right to expect support from those he serves. But 
exercising this right without love might put an obstacle in the way of the gospel. 
 
Paul is not diverging away from his main theme. Chapter 9 is just a separate example. 
 
What does the principle of love look like when it is applied to your rights? 
 
Here is what Paul says: 
 

 
 

You do have rights vv. 1-12a 
 
You can choose to forgo your rights for the gospel vv. 12b-23 
 
You must choose to forgo your rights to receive the prize vv. 24-27 

 
To see his argument – look with me at 1 Corinthians 9:1. 
 
Paul makes his first point. 
 



 
 

You do have rights vv. 1-12a 
 
Verses 1-3: 
 

Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not 
you my workmanship in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am 
to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to 
those who would examine me. 

 
Paul was an Apostle – appointed on the Road to Damascus by the Lord Jesus. 
 
The fact that there was a church in Corinth was due to the fact that Paul – the Apostle 
to the Gentiles – took the gospel in the power of the Spirit to that city. 
 
Even if others might dismiss him – they should not. Their existence proves he is an 
Apostle. 
 
And as an Apostle who founded that church he had rights. Verses 4-5: 
 

Do we not have the right to eat and drink? Do we not have the right to take 
along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord 
and Cephas? 

 
The right to food and drink. The right to sexual fulfilment. These were questions raised 
by the Corinthians repeatedly. Paul had those rights too. 
 
This verse indicates that most of the other Apostles and leaders in the church were 
married and took their wives with them. 
 
Paul mentions these rights – he could have mentioned many more – but there is one 
in particular he wants to elaborate on – the right to be supported while working in the 
ministry. 
 
Verse 6: 
 



Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a 
living? 

 
Paul had a right to not work as a tentmaker and to be supported in the ministry. 
 
He then supports the principle that a worker in the gospel should be supported by 
those they minister to. Verses 7-12a: 
 

Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without 
eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? 
Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? 
For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads 
out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not certainly speak 
for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in 
hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. If we have sown 
spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 
If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? 

 
Soldiers, farmers, shepherds – all do it as an occupation – so should those in ministry. 
 
The Old Testament makes this clear. Oxen get to eat while working so should those 
who sow and reap the Word of God. 
 
Paul’s point here is this. We all have rights. If the Corinthians want to talk about rights 
– then so will Paul. As an Apostle he had rights. A right to food and drink, a wife, 
financial support. 
 
But: 
 

 
 

You can choose to forgo your rights for the gospel vv. 12b-23 
 
Verse 12b: 
 



Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything 
rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.  

 
If this world is all there is – stand up for your rights – exercise your rights – it is all 
about you. 
 
If the gospel is true – if there is a heaven and a hell – then far more important than 
your rights are the souls of men and women. 
 
A child of God will willingly forgo their rights to see the gospel go forth. They will lay 
aside any right that might hinder the gospel. 
 
For Paul some of His rights as an Apostle may have caused an obstacle – so he did 
not use them. 
 
When you read Acts and Paul’s epistles – what becomes clear is that Paul’s practice 
was this. When he went to a city and planted a church – he would not take support 
from the church he was planting. 
 
He worked as a tentmaker. He accepted support from other churches. But he would 
not take support from those in the city he was ministering in. 
 
It is often similar today. Established churches support pastors but when missionaries 
go – they are supported by tentmaking or by sending churches not those they minister 
to. 
 
Why? – He says, “we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 
gospel of Christ.” 
 
In the Greek world – philosophers, orators, rhetoricians – would arrive in a city – share 
their wisdom – and expect support. 
 
Paul would not countenance the gospel being placed as just another theory to be 
mulled over by men. He would not allow himself to be moved from Apostle – Sent One 
of the Living God – to just another hawker of philosophies. 
 
Today, there are people in the ministry for the money. Unbeleivers go to their church 
and the sense is not of sacrifice and commitment – but it is like an infomercial – where 
the main concern is separating your from your hard earned money. 
 
If people think you minister for the cash – you have no ministry. Paul knew this. 
 
So – for the sake of the gospel – Paul chose to forgo what was his right – his right to 
payment by those he ministered to. 
 
But – this was a choice – he could have chosen to seek support from the Corinthians. 
 
Verses 13-14: 
 



Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their 
food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial 
offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel.  

 
Paul was a missionary – an Apostle in unplowed fields. Taking support would probably 
have been alright – but even if it handered any – Paul would prefer not to take that 
support. 
 
But, the general principle – Old Testament and New Testament – the command of the 
Lord – is that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel. 
 
Before I move on – just an aside. Dave and I – and the interns – we want to thank you 
for your generosity in enabling us to serve the church. You give generously. You 
understand this principle and to be honest – we have had to stop the elders and the 
church paying us more – you are a blessing to us. 
 
Paul knows this is the principle – it is his right to be supported – it is just that he chose 
to forgo that right. 
 
Verse 15: 
 

But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to 
secure any such provision. 

 
Paul did not use that right and just so they didn’t mistake his intentions – he makes it 
clear that he is not seeking financial gain. 
 
Verses 15-18: 
 

For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. 
For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity 
is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 

 
Think about Paul – a scholar trained at the feet of Gamaliel. Once he was a member 
of the Sanhedrin. You read his epistles and you soon realize he is one of the most 
brilliant and gifted men who ever lived. He is a scholar, a thinker. 
 
How hard would it be for such a man to become an itinerant preacher? To leave the 
halls of academia. To leave his comforts, friends, way of life. He enters a city and 
preaches Christ and Him crucified. He is thought a fool and a lunatic. 
 
And in case some think he is in it for the money he makes tents. He works night and 
day to support himself and then every other spare moment he evangelizes, teaches, 
disciples and encourages. 
 
It was a hard life. 
 



And it had other problems. It seems that while taking money might have made some 
dismiss the gospel – others criticized him for not taking support. How good can this 
gospel and God be if he does it for nothing? 
 
I was talking to a surgeon who told me about his friend who is a surgeon on the Gold 
Coast. His friend stopped one day and said – I am working too hard. So he chose to 
raise his rates – a lot. He put them up to well above AMA rates thinking it would deter 
patients. 
 
It had the opposite effect. The patients though if he charges so much – he must be 
really good – I want the best – so even more patients came. 
 
Coles slaps homebrand on an item – but people pay twice as much for the same thing 
in a premium brand. 
 
So some dismissed Paul. He worked hard, he charged nothing, it was indeed a tough 
life. 
 
But he would have it no other way. Preaching the gospel was his ground for boasting. 
He would rather die than hinder this calling. 
 
But in another sense it is no boast because he has no choice – he has to do it. It is a 
necessity – woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. 
 
I have read that line so many times. 
 
That should be stamped on our Christian DNA. Nothing else matters – not rights – not 
comforts – not lifestyle. 
 
Unfortunately – too often our rights seems to rise above our gospel. 
 
I pray God would stamp that verse even more firmly on my soul. Woe is me if I do not 
preach the gospel. 
 
That is not just for Apostles and pastors – it is for every Christian. 
 
Verse 17: 
 

For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still 
entrusted with a stewardship. 

 
We should share the gospel of our own will – and as faithful servants we will receive 
a reward. 
 
If we don’t – then remember – we are still entrusted with a stewardship. 
 
Paul is speaking of himself – but it applies to every one of us. Jesus gave us the Great 
Commission – make disciples of all the nations. Tell them of the Christ who came to 
save sinners. 
 



If we don’t it does not negate the stewardship we have. 
 
Verse 18: 
 

What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free 
of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 

 
Preaching the gospel is a reward in itself. 
 
Proclaiming Christ and doing whatever it takes so others won’t stumble – this is a 
reward. 
 
Paul will not deprive himself of this reward. 
 
He will do whatever it takes – if that means no financial support – fine. But that is not 
all it means. Verses 19-23: 
 

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might 
win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To 
those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the 
law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became 
weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by 
all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may 
share with them in its blessings.  

 
Paul was a strong, free, Jewish man. But if it would help him win some to Christ he 
would be weak, he do what Gentiles do, he would be a slave. 
 
It would be humiliating for a free man to identify with slaves. Paul had a right not to – 
but for the sake of the gospel he would. 
 
Paul would have been raised with the thought Gentiles are unclean. Gentiles are 
unworthy. Gentiles are dogs. Don’t touch them. Don’t associate with them. Don’t talk 
to them. Paul had a right to stay with Jews. For the sake of the gospel he chose to 
forgo that right. 
 
Read these verses over and over again. I have become all things to all people, that by 
all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with 
them in its blessings. 
 
You and I have rights. The government tells us. Unions tell us. Charters of liberties tell 
us. As the Declaration of Independence tells you: 
 

All men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness. 

 
You have the right to Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 



 
You have a right to live your life pursuing your happiness. Working hard. Spending 
your leisure and holidays on you. You have a right to spend every penny you have on 
you and your family. You have a right to decide not to help anyone. You have rights. 
 
If you want to spend every moment of your leisure time watching TV, going on 
holidays, dining out, playing games – that is your right. 
 
You have a right to never give a penny to the church, to missions, to the poor. 
 
You have a right to never help the outcasts, the homeless, the sick. 
 
You have a right to never come to a church workday or door knock. 
 
You have a right to not embarrass yourself by telling someone else that you are a 
Christian. 
 
But if you do that you will get it wrong – very wrong – even though you are right. 
 
Rights without love is a selfish – man centred life – that hinders the gospel. 
 
If you are going to fulfil the Great Commission and be a disciple of Christ – you need 
to choose to forgo some of these rights for the gospel. 
 
Listen to the words of Jesus in Matthew 25:33–40:  
 

And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King 
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer 
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 
naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  

 
You have a right to give nothing to the poor, to feed no hungry to visit no jails. But on 
the final day – the Lord will ask you what rights you laid aside as a mark that you are 
His. 
 
But then Paul adds one final point. It is not just that it is an option – for the Christian it 
is a necessity. 
 



 
 

You do have rights vv. 1-12a 
 
You can choose to forgo your rights for the gospel vv. 12b-23 
 
You must choose to forgo your rights to receive the prize vv. 24-27 

 
Look at verses 24-27: 
 

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the 
prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all 
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I 
do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my 
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be 
disqualified.  

 
Here is Paul’s point. 
 
Sally Pearson – our own Olympic hurdles champion – has rights. She has the right to 
sit in front of the TV eating Kettle Chips and Lindt chocolate all day. But if she wants 
to win the prize she has to lay that right aside and discipline herself. 
 
Eat right, exercise, work hard – be disciplined. 
 
Paul uses terms like prize, imperishable wreath and disqualify. He is talking about 
eternal life – heaven. 
 
There is a significant difference between the Isthmian Games held in Corinth and our 
Olympic or Commonwealth Games. In our Games, who gets the prize? – 1st, 2nd AND 
3rd. We give out a bronze a silver and a gold. In the Isthmian Games, only ONE person 
got the prize – the one who crossed the finish line in first place. Everybody in the race 
runs down the track, but only ONE person can receive the prize. Only one person can 
stand on the victory dais. 
 



But how does this analogy relate to the Christian life? Paul is not saying that only ONE 
person will ever make it to heaven. NO – the point of his analogy is this. Everyone who 
names the name of Christ is in the race. We are running in the greatest race of all – 
the race of eternal life – and you don’t want to finish second. 
 
In the race of eternal life there is no second place. Either you belong to Christ or you 
don’t. 
 
So make sure you do everything to be a good servant of Christ. 
 
That is why he implores, “Run so that you may obtain it.” 
 
So, how do you run to win? Verse 25: 
 

Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. 
 
For Paul what this means is that if he did not do everything to proclaim the gospel – to 
remove stumbling blocks – to see men and women come to Christ. If he did not choose 
to willingly lay aside his rights for Christ – then he will find himself disqualified – he will 
find that he was not in Christ. 
 
Run in such a way that you may win. 
 
Paul says – “I do not run aimlessly.” “I do not box as one beating the air.” “I discipline 
my body.” 
 
When Paul gave up his rights – such as the right to receive financial support – do you 
know what he was doing? He was running to win the prize. He was doing whatever it 
took to further the spread of the gospel. When Paul forced himself to overlook 
everything that his culture had ever taught him and ate in a Gentile’s home – He did it 
to further the spread of the gospel. 
 
When Paul says, “I do not run aimlessly.” Literally it is, “I run in such a way that I don’t 
lose sight of the finish line.” 
 
To win the prize – Paul does whatever it takes. 
 
For us – that means sacrificing some rights. Making sure we never cause a brother to 
stumble. 
 
Don’t waste your life spending every resource, every moment, every dollar on you. 
 
Paul sums up this section in 1 Corinthians 11:1 – Be imitators of me. 
 
Paul had a right to stay a wealthy, connected Jew leading the good life. He laid it aside 
for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Be imitators of him. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1 actually says more – Be imitators of me – as I am of Christ. 



 
What is the example Jesus left for us to imitate? Philippians 2:5–8:  
 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

 
Jesus had a right to stay in heaven, to retain all the privileges of deity, to never suffer 
at the hands of men. 
 
For us – he laid aside those rights. He took on human form. He humbled Himself and 
suffered – dying on the cross. 
 
Be imitators of Him. 
 
Do all things for the sake of the gospel. If you are in Christ – you will want to do this. 
It is your boast. 
 
If your whole life is about you. If you don’t’ consciously decide to lay aside rights to 
see the gospel go forth – it is time to check your heart and standing before God – or 
else you may find yourself disqualified from the prize. 
 
But if you are in Christ – one mark is that you will choose to lay aside your rights to 
see the gospel go forth – so you may win the prize. It is not sacrifice – it is your boast. 
 
Jim Elliot put it this way: 
 

He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 
  



Getting It Wrong Even When You Are Right – Part 2 
(1 Corinthians 9:1-27 April 28, 2013) 

 
Main Point: 
 

While we all have rights, for the sake of the gospel we should consider forgoing 
our rights. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-27 

 
� What rights do you have? 

 
� Why are ‘rights’ such a hot button issue? 
 
� What does the world say you should do with your rights? 
 
� Is it wrong to stand up for your rights? What helps you decide when to enforce your 

rights? 
 
Read 1 Cor 9:1-12a 
 
� What rights did Paul have as an Apostle? 
 
Read 1 Cor 9:12b-23 
 
� Why did Paul choose to forgo his right to support from the Corinthians? 

 
� Should pastors, evangelists, missionaries be fully paid, part paid or not paid by 

churches? What principles help you decide? 
 
� What are the dangers of paying or not paying these men and women? 
 
� What are the advantages and disadvantages of ‘tentmaking’ in pastoral or 

missionary work? 
 
� Discuss how we get to the place where we can say - Woe is me if I do not preach 

the gospel. 
 
� In vv. 19-23 – what rights does Paul forgo? 
 
� What rights should we consider forgoing for the sake of the gospel? 
 
� In Matthew 25 – what rights will Jesus expect us to have forgone? 
 
Read 1 Cor 9:24-27 
 
� What is Paul’s point in this passage? 

 
� What is the prize? 



 
� What can disqualify us? 
 
� In the context – what does it mean to discipline ourselves? 
 
� Discuss 1 Cor. 11:1. In what way do we imitate Paul? Jesus? 
 
� Discuss these words of Jim Elliot: 
 

He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 
 

� What do you need to do to make sure you win the prize and reach others for the 
gospel? 
 

 
 


