
God’s Wisdom For Living in a Morally Complex World – 
Part 4 

(1 Corinthians 10:24-11:1 May 12, 2013) 
 

 
 
Christians love black and white answers to grey questions. 
 
Don’t get me wrong, there are some questions with pretty black and white answers. 
 
Can you commit adultery or abuse your child? – No! 
 
But most of the moral questions you and I deal with day to day are not always as black 
and white as we might want. 
 
Should I let my 14 year old watch the new Iron Man movie with his mates? 
 
Should I let my 17 year old daughter get a rose tattooed on her ankle? 
 
Should I buy the new Holden HSV I have my heart set on? 
 
One of my favourite questions I get asked most years goes like this. Easter is the 
highlight of the Christian calendar. A time for the family and the church family to 
remember the death and resurrection of Jesus. A time to invite unbelievers to church. 
But for some reason the organisers of Easterfest decided that this would be a 
wonderful time to take much of the Christian youth out of churches – away from family 
– away from evangelistic opportunities. And to compound it – many of the bands are 
barely Christian. So should I let my 16 year old go? 
 
These are the type of real world questions you and I confront on a regular basis. 
 
As much as Christians would love to have black and white answers to them – they 
don’t always have simple yes/no answers. 
 
But God has not left us without wisdom for navigating a wise path through the 
questions of life. 
 



What the Lord has done is this. He has given us some moral absolutes. Don’t murder, 
don’t steal from your boss, don’t commit fornication and the like. 
 
But then to help us with the decisions that are not as absolute – He has given us a 
number principles to help guide us through the decisions we face in life. 
 
And even then – some decisions are still incredibly difficult. As you will see this 
morning – change one minor detail – and what is the best decision can change. 
 
Sometimes it requires a weighting of two opposing principles – like the midwives who 
lied to Pharaoh to save lives – or Peter and John choosing not obey God rather than 
the Sanhedrin. 
 
Sometimes the answer to the question depends on all the circumstances around that 
question. 
 
As well God has given us other tools, prayer, wise counsel, church leadership to help 
guide us and make wise decisions. 
 
But one of the places where we learn the great principles for decision making is the 
passage we have been in for a number of weeks – 1 Corinthians 8-10. 
 
In these chapters Paul sets out to answer a question posed by the Corinthians 
concerning whether they can eat food offered to idols. 
 
This is probably not a moral question many of us have confronted – but it was a daily 
question for the Corinthians. 
 
Corinth was a pagan society. There were idols and temples on every corner. Historians 
have suggested that much of the meat and a significant amount of other produce was 
taken to temples to receive the blessing of the gods. 
 
Some of the offering was burned up as a sacrifice to the gods. Some returned to the 
worshipper. The priests kept a portion for their own use. But some was then sold in 
the market associated with the temples and some was kept to be used for the Temple 
feasts. 
 
This caused a dilemma for those who came to Christ. 
 
If you bought meat in the Temple market – it would have been offered to an idol. If you 
bought it elsewhere it may well have been previously offered to a god. 
 
If you were invited to someone’s home – again the meat may well have been ex-
offering meat. 
 
Eating a meal at the Temple was a common social activity. And not only was the 
problem the meat – but the worship of idols and the sexual activities were anathema 
to Christians. If your family or friends invite you to the Temple or to their home – should 
you go – should you eat? 
 



So the question arose – what should a Christian do in the matter of food offered to 
idols? 
 
Paul does not give a simple answer. Idol food is acceptable to eat. Idol food is 
unacceptable to eat. 
 
What he does is give the Corinthians – and us – principles, wisdom for making 
decisions in our morally complex world. He then applies that to the question at had – 
what to do about food that had been offered to idols in different life situations. 
 
Over the last few weeks we have seen that the answer depends on many factors – is 
the food part of a cultic ceremony in the temple – is it a meal in someone’s home – 
what are the circumstances surrounding the decision? 
 
Will eating tempt me to sin? Will my eating tempt a brother to sin? 
 
Will eating or not eating affect how an unbeliever perceives the gospel? 
 
And so in answer to what seems a simple question – we end up with what looks on 
the surface to be a very complex answer. 
 
What Paul does is he gives two sections saying why pushing the limits of your rights 
is dangerous and two sections giving us principles on how to make moral decisions. 
 

 
 
Chapter 8 Pushing the limits of your rights is a danger to others 
 
Chapter 9 Instead of pushing the limits of your rights you should choose to 

forgo your rights for the gospel 
 
Chapter 10:1-23 Pushing the limits of your rights is a danger to you 
 
Chapter 10:24-11:1 Instead of pushing the limits of your rights ask if it brings glory to 

God 
 
This morning we come to the last section – Chapter 10:24-11:1. 



 
I would sum up the principle Paul gives in this section like this: 
 

 
 

Make decisions that enhance the glory of God before a lost world 
 
There are many things that bring glory to God – but one of the main ones is when 
unbelievers turn from their idols and selfishness to worship the living God. 
 
Just listen to these verses. John 17:1–5:  
 

Jesus … said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may 
glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life 
to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify 
me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 
existed. 

 
The great way Jesus brought glory to the Father was through bringing lost men and 
women to the Father. 
 
Then Jesus goes on to say that now He is passing this task of bringing glory to God 
by evangelising the lost on to the church. 
 
I think Paul understood this task better than any Christian who has ever lived. 
 
Paul says that understanding how important this task is becomes one of the key 
principles we must use in our decision making. We have to think through how our 
decisions might influence the way unbelievers view God and His gospel. 
 
Just stop there for a moment. 
 
When you have to make a decision – what job do I take – how do I spend my money 
– what do I do with my leisure time – is one of the key factors – what will the unbelievers 
in my life think of my God and my gospel in light of my decision? 
 



Unfortunately, too few of us have this as a decision making principle – when in reality 
it is probably the key principle Christians should use. 
 
In our chapter this morning – Paul gives us this key principle – and then applies it to 
the particular question of meat offered to idols. 
 
Look with me at 1 Corinthians 10:24:  
 

Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.  
 
In the context, the good Paul is speaking of is the salvation of his neighbour. When 
you know there is a heaven and hell – the greatest good you can do for someone else 
is to guide them to the one way to heaven – the Lord Jesus. 
 
If you are here this morning visiting – and Christ is not your Lord – the greatest good 
I can do for you is to tell you that we are sinners who are lost before a holy God – but 
God has provided a way of escape – the One way of salvation – the Lord Jesus. 
 
If the Christians you know – if I – if any of us have acted in such a way that if makes 
you view God and the gospel negatively – then we have not sought your good. Forgive 
us for that. 
 
If you are a Christian here this morning – you can live selfishly – seeking nothing but 
your own good. You can make decisions that are self centred and while they are lawful 
– meaning they are not one of the black and white unacceptable choices the Law of 
God forbids – these decisions might not be the best choice as far as your testimony to 
a lost world goes. 
 
Paul applies this principle in the area of food offered to idols. 
 
Remember that last week – in the first part of Chapter 10 – we looked at the issue of 
eating food at a temple as part of a cultic meal. 
 
Paul made it clear that this was a fairly black and white scenario. Cultic meals were 
not neutral – they put Christians in danger of crossing the line from what was possibly 
acceptable into what was definitely sin and it put them at risk of coming under the 
power of demonic influences. 
 
But about eating meat once it leaves the idol temple? 
 
What about buying meat in the marketplace or eating meat when someone invited you 
to their home? 
 
Paul now answers that. What I need you to notice is that Paul does not give a simple 
yes/no answer. He gives a nuanced answer depending on how the particular 
circumstances might affect the way the gospel is viewed. 
 
Verse 25: 
 



Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the 
ground of conscience. 

 
There is debate about how much meat – if any – sold in the marketplace would not 
have been offered to an idol at some stage. Certainly most of it would have been. 
 
So unless Christians organize Christian co-ops – Christian shepherds – Christian 
butchers – Christian merchants – you could not guarantee that any meat you bought 
in the marketplace had never been offered to an idol at some point. 
 
You either had to question the history of each piece of meat, become a vegetarian or 
just eat it anyway. 
 
Paul says – that it is OK to just eat it. Eat whatever is sold in the meat market. 
 
Why? Verse 26: 
 

For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” 
 
Paul quotes Psalm 24:1. 
 
Basically his point is this – God created this world and all the animals in it for man. It 
is just meat – so eat it. 
 
A slab of rump or a rack of lamb is meat provided for us to enjoy by our good God. 
Offering it to an idol or having it involved in a pagan ceremony does not change it into 
something that is not good. It is not filled with demons – it doesn’t become intrinsically 
unclean – it won’t contaminate a Christian. 
 
If there were a tray of kebabs – some made with meat offered to an idol – some not – 
and the Christian had no idea which was which – it would not matter one iota which 
one he took and ate – it is just meat. 
 
As Paul put it in Romans 14:14:  
 

I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself.  
  
Look at verse 25 again: 
 

Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the 
ground of conscience. 

 
This is the don’t ask – don’t tell principle. 
 
Don’t raise questions about the history of the meat. You are not to be religious meat 
inspectors. 
 
Why? – because of conscience. 
 



Initially you might think Paul is talking about the conscience of the believer. The meat 
is just meat – so don’t ask about idols – then you won’t have to trouble your conscience 
when you eat. 
 
But in verse 29 Paul clarifies whose conscience he is talking about – not the believer’s 
but the unbeliever’s. 
 
By our actions we can tilt the conscience of an unbeliever away from God. 
 
What is Paul talking about? 
 
Let me ask you a question. If we walk over to the Hotel across the road and ask the 
patrons – what are some words that spring to mind when you think of Christians? 
 
Here are some of those words: 
 

Self-righteous. Judgmental. Hypocrites. Self-centred. 
 
At times this is unjustified – but all too often we earned it. 
 
Paul knows that if Christians went into the meat market and asked every vendor – has 
your meat been offered to idols? 
 
It has – then I can’t buy that! 
 
What type of impression concerning Christians, God and the gospel will that leave? 
 
The vendors are thinking – what is their problem – it is just meat? Do they think my 
meat is no good? 
 
Christians are self-righteous and judgmental. If they don’t like my meat – I guess they 
don’t like me. You won’t find me blackening the doors of their church. 
 
Brothers and sisters we do this kind of thing far too often. We can seem more 
interested in getting unbelievers to act the way we think they should rather than seeing 
them come to love Christ. We can be more concerned with getting them to follow our 
preferences than seeing them turn to Christ. 
 
I remember about ten years ago – a young man visited our church. He didn’t come 
back. The friend who brought him told me what happened. After the service he had to 
run out the back for a smoke. A well meaning member saw him and talked to him at 
length about the evils of smoking. His comment – they were more concerned about 
my smoking than my soul. 
 
Getting self-righteous in a grey area all too often gives the wrong idea about the gospel 
and it shuts down the avenues of communication. 
 
In chapter 9 Paul said – that he became all things to all men that by all means he might 
save some. He acted Jewish or Gentile or as a slave – to develop relationships and 
associations to see the gospel go forth. 



 
Again – don’t mistake what Paul is saying. Paul would not sin to get a gospel 
opportunity. 
 
This principle isn’t saying that you can get drunk or do ecstasy or visit a brothel in an 
effort to reach unbelievers. 
 
Idol meat is just meat. This is a morally neutral situation. 
 
What this means is that if it is not sin – you can suppress some of your preferences in 
order to not hinder the gospel. 
 
You might prefer to have non-idol meat – but for the sake of the gospel – don’t ask – 
just take it and eat it and enjoy it. 
 
Your work colleagues decide to have a counter dinner at the local pub. You can go 
and have a meal with them – and not have to confess it to me. 
 
Look – I know full well it is not always easy to apply this principle. At times seeking a 
gospel opportunity can take you too close to the world. 
 
The dads from school want to go to the Indy Car on a Saturday. They invite you. It is 
a good bridge building opportunity. But you know that while the cars are fine some of 
the behavior that goes on at the event is not fine. 
 
If the behavior of the pit lane girls or crowd might cause you to stumble or if a brother 
hears you went and it might cause him to stumble – don’t go. 
 
But, if you just want to build some bridges, watch the cars and if you determine to flee 
temptation if comes along – then maybe you should go. 
 
These are not easy black/white – yes/no questions. 
 
But Paul gives this principle – in what is a morally neutral question – by your actions 
don’t turn an unbeliever’s conscience away from God. 
 
Don’t give the impression that we think we are holier than them and shouldn’t 
associate with them. 
 
The reality is that we are the chief of sinners – and without Christ we are lost. That is 
what we want to convey. We never want anyone to think our righteousness saves – 
because I know my righteousness is as filthy rags. 
 
Verse 27: 
 

If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat 
whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of 
conscience. 

 



Now the scenario moves from the marketplace to the home – but the principle is the 
same. 
 
An unbeliever invites you for a meal. Great! It is a good bridge building opportunity. 
 
They bring out the main course – roast pig and veges. Smells unbelievably good. 
 
But the pig doesn’t have a little sign around its neck – certified idol free. You just don’t 
know. 
 
Paul says implement the don’t ask don’t tell policy – just eat the meal and tell the 
hostess thank you for the delicious meal. 
 
Don’t look at the pig – sigh – and then say: 
 

Look I’m just wondering – this isn’t idol food at all is it? 
 
By doing this you might turn their conscience away from the gospel and the one way 
of salvation. 
 
Don’t make your preference into something that turns the world away. 
 
I know some Christians and non-Christians can get very concerned about whether the 
food they eat is ethical. Whether cheap labour is used. Whether the animals were 
treated humanely and so on. 
 
Look in your own home – without making a big fuss – if you want to use ethical coffee 
beans, free range eggs and hand raised cows – no problem. Again – you might want 
to think whether is that the best use of your money – but overall – that is your choice. 
 
But when you are invited to a non-Christian’s home – just eat the food. Don’t ask, don’t 
tell. Don’t look at the food, smile and say to your host: 
 

Look – I believe God gave us dominion over the earth and we have to be good 
caretakers. So I just want to make sure these eggs are free range not battery – 
you checked that all the meat comes from cattle killed absolutely humanely – 
this milk was squeezed with smooth hands not rough? 
 
Did you make sure the store and suppliers have the ethical tick? 

 
Just eat the food. 
 
But, Paul also knows that often in the real world similar situations can have different 
nuances. Tweak the circumstances a bit and the way you should act might well be a 
little different. Verses 28-29: 
 

But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not 
eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of 
conscience— I do not mean your conscience, but his. 

 



I understand these verses to apply to either scenario – buying meat in the market or 
eating meat at an unbeliever’s home. 
 
There are interpretive questions here. Is the one who offers the information the non-
Christian host or a third person? If it is a third person – are they a Christian or non-
Christian? 
 
While we can’t be sure – the way Paul structures this – the grammar and the language 
used make it most likely he is picturing a third person – who is also a non-Christian. 
 
So how does this play out? Lets take the meal in the home situation. 
 
The evening is going great – the unbelieving hosts are thinking – wow these Christians 
are almost normal – not as self righteous as I thought. 
 
The wife has slaved over the roast pig all day. 
 
The meal comes out – you are salivating. You are silently thanking the Apostle Paul 
for his principle – don’t ask – just eat it enjoy it – build some bridges. 
 
You get your knife out and then it happens. One of the other neighbours – who knows 
you are a Christian – and knows this particular pig just came from the temple – wants 
to see how you react. He looks at you and says – by the way – you know this piggy 
was offered to Zeus this morning? 
 
They want to see how you react. 
 
Paul says – now that the question of idolatry has been raised and is hanging in the air 
– now things are different. Put your knife away. 
 
Say – thank you for telling me. Don’t eat the pig. Stick to the veges and foods that 
didn’t go to the temple. 
 
Do this both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of the conscience 
of the unbelieving host. 
 
If the unbelievers point out – this is idol meat – and you say – no worries and eat it – 
that might raise a whole slew of questions in their mind. 
 
Do Christians think worshipping idols is fine? 
 
Is he also a worshipper of the gods? 
 
Is Jesus just another God? 
 
Is this particular Christian just a hypocrite without the courage of his convictions? 
 
In this new scenario, confusing Christ with idols, blurring the line between the gospel 
and the world – is a greater danger to the unbeliever coming to Christ than them 
thinking you are self-righteous. 



 
In this case – don’t eat the meat – even though it is just meat and you have every right 
to eat it. 
 
Basically, Paul is asking us to think through how each action we take might help or 
hinder the gospel going forth. 
 
The people you work with might organize to go to a movie. As far as you know the 
morality of the movie is acceptable. It is probably not something you would go to 
otherwise – but you think it is a good bridge building opportunity. 
 
Then your coworker – who know you are a Christian – says – fair bit of language in 
this – is that a problem for you? 
 
Your 17 year old is invited to a party with school friends – great! 
 
But the Dad says – I know your family are Christians – and we are providing alcohol – 
its not a real party without some alcohol – that isn’t a problem is it? 
 
Well yes – now these scenarios might be a problem. For the sake of his conscience – 
it might be best to graciously decline. 
 
These are not easy decisions. Some Christians just withdraw from the world. They 
don’t mix with non-Christians – they don’t let their kids mix with non-Christians. It is 
easy and neat – and as a black and white principle – wrong. 
 
Some Christians say – we have to be all things to all people – and indiscriminately mix 
with the world. Again – as a black and white principle – wrong. 
 
You must not sin. You must not cause a brother to stumble. You must not turn a non-
believer from the gospel. You must not allow a non-believer to think that there is no 
separation between Christ and the world. 
 
And getting the balance right is plain flat out hard. 
 
Then we come to the end of verse 29 and verse 30: 
 

For why should my liberty be determined by someone else’s conscience? If I 
partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of that for which I give 
thanks? 

 
You read this and it sounds as if Paul is going 180 degrees against what he just said. 
 
Why should another person’s conscience determine how I act in areas of liberty? 
 
If it is just meat – and I partake – thanking God for providing it – why would I be 
denounced? 
 
I think in these verses Paul is quoting the Corinthians – possibly from the letter they 
wrote. 



 
I think these are their arguments. Their justification for their actions. 
 
And I think verses 31 through to verse 1 of chapter 11 are Paul’s principle for why their 
actions are wrong – for why we should choose to curtail our rights and our liberties. 
 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, just as I try to 
please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of 
many, that they may be saved. Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.  

 
Why should we curtain our liberty? To bring glory to God? 
 
There are so many things we have a right to do – but if they offend non-Christians – 
Jews, Greeks, anyone – or Christians – then we should not seek our own advantage 
– but we should do what might lead to the salvation of others. 
 
Ask your friends – what is it that stops you coming to Christ? 
 
All too often they point to the Christians they know. Their lives are little different from 
their own. Some hypocrisy, selfishness, self-righteousness. 
 
Then on the other hand, every few months we have baptisms. And when someone is 
baptized – they testify about how they came to salvation. 
 
Listen next time. Again and again there is someone whose life and words showed 
them Christ. 
 
They saw sacrifice, commitment, salt and light, living for eternity – and it drew them to 
Christ. 
 
Paul is asking us – in the way we live – in the decisions we make – which will we be? 
Those who by the savour of our life – draw men and women to Christ or those who 
turn them away from the Lord? 
 
Sometimes you can come to a section like 1 Corinthians 8-10 – and it can seem 
somewhat confusing. 
 
Meat offered to idols is not in our frame of reference. The principles are not always 
spelled out as neatly as we might want. 
 
We like black and white answers – not grey ones. 
 
Have you watched those legal shows where the lawyer questions the witness – and 
asks a question and demands a yes/no answer? Well often the answer is not yes or 
no. 
 
Life is like that. And so God in His wisdom gives us principles to help us make 
decisions that are wise. 
 



In case you missed them – here are questions we need to ask when we are confronted 
by difficult decisions. 
 

 
 
Is it a black or white situation? 
 

Am I tempted to do something God has forbidden – adultery, theft, murder? 
Then we stop there – the answer is no. 

 
Might my actions cause a brother in Christ to stumble? 
 

There are things we are within our rights to do – have a beer – watch a movie 
– that other Christians might stumble over. They might have struggled with 
alcohol or porn. Don’t do something that might impede them. 

 
Might my actions cause me to stumble? 
 

Don’t go really close to the moral line. How often we step over the line. How 
often we draw the line in the wrong place. 

 
Might my actions turn a non-Christian from Christ? 
 
Might my actions draw a non-Christian to Christ? 
 
Should I forgo my rights for the gospel? 
 

Just because it is acceptable does not make it right. Our great task in life is to 
see others bend the knee and worship Jesus the King. Do what magnifies Him. 
Don’t do what diminishes Him. 

 
What will bring God the most glory? 
 

I suspect that if we applied just this one principle to 99.9% of our decisions – 
the answer would be pretty clear. 

 
Oftentimes a number of decisions are acceptable – but one clearly glorifies God more. 



 
I see it in guys struggling with who to marry. 
 
Girl A – a Christian – not that committed – but stunning. 
 
Girl B – a Christian – loves the Lord – but not as stunning. 
 
I see it in how we spend our money. 
 
You earned it – you can spend it any way you want. 
 
Option A – I have $100,000. I can buy a $98,000 Audi and buy the wife some kitchen 
utensils. 
 
Option B – I have $100,000. I can buy a $35,000 Commodore. I can buy the wife the 
couch she wants. I can give Thomas and Marcella and Anthony and Annette $20,000 
each for their missionary work. I can give the rest to the church and bless some 
brothers in need. 
 
Do I watch this movie or not? 
 
Do I spend my leisure time in this way or not? 
 
Regardless of the decision – use these principles and in particular ask what will bring 
God the most glory? 
 
Finally – Paul sums all of this up with the first verse of chapter 11 – which really 
belongs with this section: 
 

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
 
Paul had a right to stay a wealthy, connected Jew leading the good life. He laid it aside 
for the sake of the gospel. 
 
Paul was willing to suffer for the gospel. Paul became a slave, a Gentile, a poor man 
– to reach some for Christ. 
 
Paul consistently laid his rights aside for others. 
 
Be imitators of him. 
 
But more than that – Be imitators of Paul – as he is of Christ. Paul learned these 
principles from Jesus. 
 
Philippians 2:5–8:  
 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 



of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

 
Jesus had a right to stay in heaven, to retain all the privileges of deity, to never suffer 
at the hands of men. 
 
For us – he laid aside those rights. He took on human form. He humbled Himself and 
suffered – dying on the cross. 
 
Jesus reached out to prostitutes, tax gatherers and Gentiles. 
 
Jesus used knowledge filled with love. 
 
Jesus never sinned – He never pushed the moral envelope. 
 
Jesus never caused others to stumble. 
 
Jesus’ life drew men to Him and still does today. 
 
Imitate Him. Make like decisions like Jesus. 
 
If it helps ask WWJD? What Would Jesus Do? 
 
Be imitators of Christ and in this way bring glory to God – the only one who deserves 
it. 
  



God’s Wisdom For Living in a Morally Complex World – 
Part 4 

(1 Corinthians 10:24-11:1 May 12, 2013) 
 
Main Point: 
 

Make decisions that enhance the glory of God before a lost world 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 10:24-11:1 

 
• What type of moral questions have black or white answers? 

 
• Is there some grey even in the types of questions you brought up? 
 
• What principles do you use for making decisions? 
 
• How do you weigh up opposing principles – like the midwives before Pharaoh or 

Peter and John before the Sanhedrin? 
 
• Why does Paul seem to say that eating food as part of a cultic meal is a more black 

and white type of situation than eating a meal in someone’s home? How does the 
situation change the answer? 

 
• What is the greatest good we can seek for a neighbour? 
 
• We said that John 17 indicates that one of the ways we bring glory to God is 

through reaching the lost. Discuss whether this is true or not. 
 
• Why do we need to take the reaction of an unbeliever to our actions into account 

when we make decisions? 
 
• Why did Paul say the Corinthians should buy meat in the marketplace without 

asking questions? 
 
• How could asking questions negatively affect the way a non-believer sees the 

gospel? 
 
• Why do many non-Christians see us as: Self-righteous. Judgmental. Hypocrites. 

Self-centred? 
 

• Discuss the dangers of suppressing your preferences to reach the world. When 
can we draw too near the world? How do we stop this happening? 

 
• When a third person informs the Corinthians that the food had been offered to idols 

– why did Paul now say – don’t eat it? 
 
• How does vv. 29 and 30 fit in to he discussion? DO you agree that these are 

probably arguments the Corinthians raised against Paul? 



 
• Discuss how vv. 31-11:1 answer these arguments? 
 
• Why is it so important to imitate the example of Paul? 
 
• Is it always right or sometimes right to ask WWJD? Discuss the fact that as God 

Jesus makes decisions we can’t – so in what ways can we learn from His example 
and imitate Him? 

 
• Discuss how these principles help us make wise decisions in a morally complex 

world: 
 
Is it a black or white situation? 
 
Should I forgo my rights for the gospel? 
 
Might my actions cause a brother in Christ to stumble? 
 
Might my actions cause me to stumble? 
 
Might my actions turn a non-Christian from Christ? 
 
Might my actions draw a non-Christian to Christ? 
 
What will bring God the most glory? 
 
 


