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The great question every one of us has to answer is whether this is all there is. 
 
Is the truth: 
 

 
 
YOLO or YWLA? 
 
Is it: 
 

 
 



YOLO (You Only Live Once) 
 
OR 
 
YWLA (You Will Live Again) 
 
Here is what I want to suggest to you this morning. 
 

• This is one of the if not the greatest question every man and women must 
answer. 

 
• I also want to suggest that this is not an unknowable philosophic question. You 

can know whether the grave is the end. 
 

• And finally, what you believe about life and death – profoundly affects the way 
you live your life. 

 
YOLO (You Only Live Once) 
 
If this world is it. If all you get is twenty years of growing – forty years of prime and 
twenty years of old age – then you had better suck every last shred out of your lives. 
 
Do whatever brings you joy. Food, sex, movies, drugs, adrenaline rushes. If others 
have to get trampled on and your conscience can handle it – do it. Eat drink and be 
merry. 
 
And when the day comes that this world fails to bring you joy – if you are injured, poor, 
persecuted, depressed – since life is ultimately without meaning – weep because your 
shot at joy is over – and logically you should take your life and end the pain. 
 
If we are just a cosmic accident and this life is it – then burn bright – enjoy your time – 
because once you die that is it. Worm food. Your atoms return to the world. Once your 
neural biochemical processes end – there is no you. So make the most of this life. 
 
However the other possibility is: 
 
YWLA (You Will Live Again) 
 
If this is true then death is not the end. 
 
However, there are a number of options about what life might be like on the other side 
of the grave. And they do affect how you live now. 
 
Here are the major choices. 
 



 
 
Reanimation 
 
This option takes many forms – but usually it involves science taking your frozen body, 
your frozen head, your DNA, your stored brainwaves – and somehow reanimating you. 
 
The most common hope is that in the future some scientist will decide that for some 
reason it is a good thing to take your frozen brain and return it to life – and that 
somehow your memories are still intact – and then they transplant that head onto a 
new cloned you. 
 
Let me say that reanimation in every form is science fiction on the fringes. But it is an 
option. 
 
If you believe reanimation is possible then how you live now has little bearing on life 
after the grave – so live however you choose. 
 
Reincarnation 
 
This concept is found in philosophies like Hinduism and Buddhism. 
 
The idea is that when you die – your spirit leaves your body and then enters another 
body as it is being born – human or otherwise. 
 
There is little information about how this could happen or what is the controlling power 
is allowing it to happen. 
 
I am also a little unsure what the benefit of this is for you as you don’t remember your 
past lives. 
 
However there are implications for life now. You do need to have good karma so you 
don’t slip down the reincarnation order and come back as a slug. 
 
However, since you get infinite chances to improve your karma – many simply say – 
forget it – I want to have a good time in this life and let some future me earn our way 
up the life chain. 
 
Resurrection 



 
The word simply means to rise from the dead. 
 
There are two main types of resurrection: 
 

 
 

Spirit 
 
In many philosophies – the body is an impediment – the spirit is what is truly good. 
 
At death only your spirit survives. 
 
When you die, your spirit rises again – somewhat like a ghost. 
 
Since what happens to your body does not affect your spirit – then how you live in this 
life does not affect your spirit. So eat, drink and be merry. 
 

Spirit and Body 
 
In this view, our spirit is created to live in a physical body. 
 
Therefore, what you do with and in your body does affect your spirit – so how you live 
now is important. 
 
This is the teaching of Christianity. 
 
And I want to suggest that while reanimation lies in the realm of science fiction and 
reincarnation and spiritual resurrection have no evidence – there is firm evidence for 
the resurrection of spirit and body. 
 
That evidence lies in the truth of the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
In chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul leaves us in no doubt about this. 
 
In this chapter he looks at: 
 



  
 

The reality of the resurrection 
 
The relevance of the resurrection 
 
The results of the resurrection 

 
Last week we looked at the reality of the resurrection in verses 1-11. 
 
There is ample proof that Jesus of Nazareth died and then rose bodily from the grave. 
 
Hundreds saw Jesus risen from the dead and the evidence for His resurrection is rock 
solid. It is a reality. 
 
Why is that crucial? Because Jesus proclaimed that just as He rose – so we too will 
rise – spirit and body. 
 
We don’t have to wonder – is there life after death? 
 
We don’t have to wonder – what form does life after death take? 
 
Jesus rose to show us the answers to these questions. 
 
This morning we are going to look at the relevance of the resurrection in verses 12-
34. 
 
Paul’s point in these verses is that the resurrection is relevant to every facet of our 
lives in this world. 
 
What you believe about death affects how you live. If there is no afterlife – suck 
everything out of this life. 
 
Is there is an afterlife then we need to know how to live in this life. 
 
It is not too much of a stretch to say that the entire Christian faith – what it says about 
our future – what it says about how we are to live – hinges on whether Jesus of 
Nazareth did indeed rise from the dead. 



 
We begin this morning in 1 Corinthians 15:12:  
 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
that there is no resurrection of the dead?  

 
This is a crucial verse because it tells us what the error is that Paul is addressing. 
 
Some Corinthians were claiming to be Christians yet denying there is a resurrection 
of the dead. 
 
The question is – are these Corinthians denying there is any resurrection at all? 
 
I don’t believe so. I think they did hold to a resurrection – but they misunderstood the 
nature of the resurrection. 
 
When you read through this chapter you get to verses like verse 35 – and it seems the 
dispute is not whether there is any resurrection at all – but whether there is a 
resurrection of our physical flesh and blood bodies. Paul asks – with what type of 
body will we rise? 
 
He then goes on to say – with a physical body. 
 
Back in verse 12 – it is not that some are saying there is no resurrection – but that 
there is no resurrection of our dead bodies. 
 
Dead here is the term νεκρός – which basically refers to a dead body. It is where we 
get our words like – necropsy – or the examination of a dead body – from. 
 
Verse 12 should read: 
 

How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of our dead bodies?  
 
This fits with Paul’s argument in the chapter and indeed in the whole book. 
 
Most of the Corinthians were Greek and the Greeks had a dualistic view of man – that 
we are made of body and spirit. 
 
In their understanding, our spirit is the good part – our body is what gets corrupted. 
 
In Greek thought – what happens in the body – does not corrupt the soul. 
 
Drugs, alcohol, sex, gluttony – they only affect the body – not our spirit. 
 
When you read through 1 Corinthians – it seems that this kind of thinking was 
influencing the Corinthian Christians. 
 
We saw in chapter 6 that some in the church seemed to think that sexual immorality 
was acceptable – because it ‘only’ affected your body – not your spirit. They seemed 



to argue that sex was just like eating – it was another bodily function. So sex with a 
prostitute is not sin. 
 
Listen to what Paul says about that in 1 Corinthians 6:13–20:  
 

 
 

“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will 
destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, 
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

 
What is Paul’s proof that the body is important – that you can’t treat it as unimportant? 
 

And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 
 
The fact that Jesus rose in a physical body and we will rise in a physical body shows 
our bodies are important. 
 
Then Paul shows that sins done in the body do indeed matter. 
 

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you 
not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, 
as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a 
person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins 
against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.  

 
The Spirit of God lives in our flesh and blood bodies – they matter. We need to glorify 
God in our bodies. 
 
Notice even here in chapter 6, Paul makes it clear that even after death our bodies 
still matter – because Jesus rose and we will rise in bodies. 
 



This becomes crucial in chapter 15. It seems that some Corinthians were not denying 
there was life after death – it seems they were denying that we would rise again in 
resurrected bodies. 
 
Greek philosophers like Plato talked about a perfect world – a heaven if you will – that 
is spiritual – and our world is an imperfect shadowy copy that is physical. He taught 
that our souls are trapped in our physical bodies. 
 
To many Greeks death was a good thing because it freed the soul from the corrupt 
body. Here is an inscription from a tomb of the era: 
 

“[Friend, this] tomb Attica did win. But Italy [kept my body], and my soul went 
up on high.”  

 
Your soul goes to heaven – your body rots. 
 
However, whenever anyone becomes a Christian – we have to reorient our worldview 
from whatever it was to the Christian one. 
 
Romans 12:2:  
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  

 
In chapter 2 of 1 Corinthians Paul spends a lot of time talking about how we have to 
be instructed by Christ in the wisdom of God. 
 
It seems the church in Corinth was struggling to move from a Platonic view of the world 
to a Christian view. 
 
So when Paul preached about the resurrection of the body – to these Christians 
steeped in a Greek worldview – it just seemed so wrong. 
 
In their minds – it was like Paul was preaching they would become zombies. 
 
As if their rotting corpse would be reanimated and their spirit would be put back in 
these decaying bodies. 
 
So some in the church denied bodily resurrection – they just held to the resurrection 
of the spirit. 
 
Before we get too hard on the Corinthians – a survey a few years back showed that 
two thirds of Americans who believe in the resurrection of the dead – believe they will 
not have bodies in the resurrection. They viewed heaven as entirely spiritual. 
 
I don’t know what the figures are in Australia – but I know that a fair percentage of 
Christians – and probably a few sitting right here – picture heaven only as a spiritual 
place. They believe they will there in spirit – some form of disembodied ghost. 
 



A few weeks back I preached on heaven – if you want to see what heaven is like – 
and it is not some spirit only place – read that sermon. Next week I will talk more about 
this. 
 
But this morning, we need to ask – does how we view heaven really matter that much? 
Does it matter if we think it is just our spirit that will rise? 
 
Paul says – it does matter. It matters a great deal. 
 
It matters for two reasons: 
 

• First, it changes the nature of the gospel. 
• Second, it changes the way we live life now. 

 
How does the way we view the resurrection affect our gospel? 
 
The Bible always views man as body and spirit. Listen to Genesis 2:7:  
 

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.  

 
Dust and breath – body and spirit – together they make man a living creature. 
 
We were created to be body and spirit. 
 
Then, after creating him, God commanded Adam – if you eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil – you shall surely die. 
 
Adam ate and death followed. 
 
This was both spiritual and physical death. 
 
God said – you are of dust – to dust you will return – that is physical death. 
 
God banished them from Eden – that is spiritual death. 
 
Romans 6:23:  
 

For the wages of sin is death.  
 
Sin meant all we are – body and spirit – dies. 
 
The Bible then becomes very clear that redemption, salvation, undoing the curse will 
involve restoring both body and soul. 
 
A key passage on this is Romans 8:19–24: 
 



 
 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. 

 
Redemption includes the redemption of our bodies. 
 
The undoing of the curse includes a restored, renewed, redeemed heaven and earth 
– the new heaven and earth – and for us it means restored, renewed, redeemed 
bodies. 
 
John Piper writes this: 
 

Christianity is not a platonic religion that regards material things as mere 
shadows of reality, which will be sloughed off as soon as possible. Not the mere 
immortality of the soul, but rather the resurrection of the body and the renewal 
of all creation is the hope of the Christian faith. Just as our bodies will be raised 
imperishable for the glory of God, so the earth itself will be made new and fit for 
the habitation of risen and glorified persons.1 

 
And: 
 

What happens to our bodies and what happens to the creation go together. And 
what happens to our bodies is not annihilation but redemption.... Our bodies 
will be redeemed, restored, made new, not thrown away. And so it is with the 
heavens and the earth.2 

 
Here is the point. 
                                            
1 John Piper, Future Grace (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 1995), 374. 
2 John Piper, Future Grace (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 1995), 378. 



 
When Adam sinned – everything in creation – including our bodies became corrupted. 
 
The world has natural disasters, diseases and problems. 
 
Our bodies get sick, get old and die. 
 
True redemption deals with sin – and the effects of sin – in the world and in our bodies. 
 
That is why eternity starts with a new heavens and earth and new bodies for us. 
 
So if our bodies are not raised and renewed – then we cannot say that sin has truly 
been dealt with. 
 
If the resurrection meant that our bodies rot and our souls go to some spiritual heaven 
– then the sin that caused our bodies to die has not been dealt with. 
 
That is why in 1 Corinthians 15:17 Paul says if Christ has not been raised – we are 
still in our sins. If the body is not redeemed – sin has not been dealt with. 
 
And it changes how we live life now. If your body stays rotting in the ground – sex, 
drugs and gluttony is fine – it doesn’t affect your spirit. 
 
So that is why the question of whether we are raised in a physical body or not becomes 
a crucial question. 
 
In verse 35 – Paul asks – with what kind of body are the dead raised? As we will see 
next week – the answer is – a physical body. 
 
And that is one of the reasons why in verses 1-11 – Paul stressed the encounters the 
risen Jesus had with the witnesses. He was no ghost. Jesus’ physical body was 
raised from the dead. The graveclothes were left, the tomb was empty – because His 
body rose. Jesus ate and drank with the disciples. They touched Him. 
 
In Luke 24:39–43 Jesus appeared to the disciples and said:  
 

“See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. And while they still disbelieved for 
joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.  

 
There is no doubt that Jesus rose in a flesh and blood physical body. 
 
And as He rose – so will we. Listen to Philippians 3:20–21:  
 

Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body.  

 



Our resurrection bodies will be like the resurrection body of the Lord Jesus – physical 
bodies. 
 
I know that was a long diversion – in fact this introduction is most of the sermon – but 
I think it will help us to make sense of the passage. 
 
With this in mind, let me summarise for you what Paul’s argument in today’s passage 
is. 
 

 
 
If Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our gospel is a lie 
Our sin has not been dealt with 
Our death leads to destruction 
Our life is pitiful 

 
But since Jesus did rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our gospel is the truth 
Our sin has been dealt with 
Our death leads to life 
Our life is meaningful 

 
Paul does not mince his words. 
 
If Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our gospel is a lie 
 
Look with me at verses 13-16: 
 

But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 
And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is 
in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 



about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 

 
As we saw in verses 3 and 4 – Paul preached a gospel of Jesus physically dying on 
the cross and physically rising from the dead. 
 
Some Corinthians had the gospel really messed up. They thought that they could live 
as they pleased in the body – eat, drink and tomorrow die – and somehow because of 
some sort of faith in Jesus – their spirit will rise to a spiritual kind of heaven. 
 
You can indulge the flesh now and the spirit then. You can have it all. 
 
This is as messed up as those people who freeze their heads hoping for reanimation. 
It is a false hope. It is pitiful. 
 
This is a false gospel and it will not save. 
 
Paul says that if there is no bodily resurrection – then the gospel we preached to you 
was a lie. 
 
And if a resurrectionless gospel is what you believed to save you – then you have 
believed a lie and your faith is in vain. 
 
Why? Why can’t you have a resurrectionless gospel? 
 
Can’t Jesus just save my soul apart from my body? 
 
No He can’t. 
 
If Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our sin has not been dealt with 
 
Verse 17: 
 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. 

 
If Christ has not been raised from the dead – whatever faith you have is futile – 
worthless. Why? Because we are still in our sins. 
 
Some might ask, surely forgiveness of sins is related to the cross not the resurrection? 
 
Actually, it is related to both. 
 
The Greeks struggled mightily with both the cross and the resurrection – because 
both had to do with Jesus’ physical body. 
 
In chapter 1 Paul says – the cross is folly to Gentiles. 
 



In Acts 17 – the wise men on Mars Hill mocked when Paul spoke of the resurrection 
of Jesus. 
 
But as we saw last week: 
 

 
 

The cross is the power of God to save (Chaps 1 and 2) 
 
The resurrection declares the power of God to save (Chap 15) 

 
Jesus had to come in the flesh and die as a man to pay the penalty for our sins. 
 
Hebrews 2:14–15:  
 

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who 
has the power of death.  

 
Philippians 2:7–8:  
 

Christ Jesus emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

 
Jesus had to become a man – the second Adam – and physically die to pay the price 
for our sins. If He did not take on flesh and die as a man there is no salvation. 
 
And through His death – He won redemption – not just of our souls – but of our bodies 
and our souls. 
 
The resurrection shows that our faith has led to the power of the cross being applied 
to us. It demonstrates that our sins are forgiven. 
 
Death came into the world because of sin. Jesus’ resurrection shows His power over 
sin and death. 
 



1 Peter 1:3:  
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

 
The resurrection causes us to be born again. 
 
If our bodies stay rotting in the ground – it means they are still under the curse – our 
sin is not dealt with. 
 
And any gospel that includes some type of eternal life without dealing with sin is a lie 
from the pit of hell. Such faith is futile. Better put your trust in aliens to clone you and 
restore your mind. 
 

 
 
A crossless, resurrectionless gospel is not Christian. It is a lie. 
 
You can’t say the body doesn’t matter. You can’t say, I can sin in the body and at 
death my spirit will rise. 
 
That has nothing to do with Christianity. 
 
It is Greek paganism. 
 
The fact Jesus came as a man, died as a man, rose as a man – shows how serious 
our sins in the body are. 
 
There is no such thing as your soul rising without your body – so if your body doesn’t 
rise – you are still in your sins – lost forever. 
 
If Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our death leads to destruction 
 



Verse 18: 
 

Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
 
If the body does not rise then death has triumphed – those who have died are still in 
their sins – they are condemned and will perish eternally. 
 
If Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our life is pitiful 
 
Verse 19: 
 

If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 
If that is our hope in this life – a crossless, resurrectionless Christ – then we are to be 
pitied. Whatever we hope in, it is a false hope. There is no eternal life apart from the 
true Jesus. 
 
We are living a lie. We should eat, drink and be merry. We should indulge in every 
pleasure and vice that we might like to enjoy. 
 
But Jesus did rise. And Jesus said – I am the way, the truth and the life – no one 
comes to the Father but through Me. 
 
There is one way to heaven. Faith that Jesus died for us and rose for us. 
 
We can make up our own Jesus and our own gospel. We can stick our head in the 
sand and say – this life is all there is. We can put our hope in science or aliens or 
Buddha. 
 
We can think we can sin now and our spirit can be cleansed later. 
 
None of these will save us. 
 
Only faith in the true Christ saves. 
 
And we know this is so because Jesus rose from the dead. 
 
But since Jesus did rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our gospel is the truth 
 
Verse 20: 
 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. 

 
We know our gospel – that we will be saved by faith in Christ – is true – because Jesus 
rose as the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 



 
Reanimation, reincarnation, spiritual resurrection – you can’t prove their reality. But 
the fact Jesus rose bodily proves the reality of resurrection and our gospel. 
 
This concept of the firstfruits is common in Scripture. When Spring comes, the farmer 
starts anxiously watches his field. Were the rains enough? Did pests devastate the 
crop? Will there be a harvest? Finally, the firstfruits, the first part of the crop appears. 
This is a sign that there will indeed be a full harvest to come. 
 
The resurrection of Christ is a guarantee, a pledge by God of the full harvest to come, 
the resurrection of all believers. Our gospel is true. 
 
But since Jesus did rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our sin has been dealt with 
 
Verses 21-22: 
 

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  

 
Death entered the world through the sin of one man – Adam. 
 
All who are in Adam – which is every one of us – die spiritually and physically. 
 
And there was nothing we could do about it. But God could do something. 
 
He sent His Son so that now – all who are in Christ – those linked to Him by faith – will 
be made alive – spiritually and physically. 
 
Jesus’ death and resurrection dealt with sin and its consequences. 
 
The fact Jesus rose declares that He has conquered sin and death. 
 
But since Jesus did rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our death leads to life 
 
Verses 23-28: 
 

But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he 
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But 
when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who 
put all things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected to him, then 
the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection 
under him, that God may be all in all. 

 



The resurrection of Christ is the first in a series of events which leads finally to the our 
eternity in heaven. 
 
Jesus rose and returned to the Father. 
 
He will come again – and at that time – the dead in Christ will rise. 
 
At His coming Jesus will vanquish every enemy and every consequence of the fall. 
 
He will hand this renewed, redeemed kingdom – including us – over to the Father and 
submit Himself to the Father for all eternity. 
 
And in this – finally, the last enemy death will be destroyed. 
 
It is the destruction of death that leads to our eternal life. 
 
We will live forever because we are in Him. 
 
But since Jesus did rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Our life is meaningful 
 
We find this in verses 29-34. 
 
Look at verse 29: 
 

Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If 
the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 

 
We need to talk about this phrase – baptized on behalf of the dead. 
 
This little phrase has been a burr in the saddle of preachers for 2000 years. 
 
Well over 200 years ago, John Bengel wrote this: 
 

Of the baptisms for the dead, the variety of interpretations is so great that he 
who would collect, I shall not say those different opinions, but a catalogue of 
those different opinions, would have to write a dissertation. 

 
There are probably 8-12 pretty reasonable interpretations and one commentator said 
he had personally read over 200 different interpretations. 
 
This tells us that it is a tough passage and we have to hesitate to think our view is 
definitely correct. 
 
One popular view is that Paul is referring to a living person being baptised to help the 
salvation of someone who has died. 
 
Most Christians who hold this view think that in this verse Paul is condemning this 
practice. 



 
Not the Mormons. 
 
A member of the Latter Day Saints who is 12 or older and holds a current temple 
recommendation may be baptised in the place of someone who has already died. 
 
Just say your grandma dies – then later you become a Mormon and you realise 
grandma is not going to Mormon heaven. You can be baptised in grandma’s place. 
This does not automatically save her – but it means she gets another chance in the 
afterlife to accept the Mormon gospel. If she does – then your baptism saves her. 
 
This flies in the face of everything the Bible teaches. 
 
It is possible the Corinthians were doing something similar and Paul is condemning it 
– but I think there is a better way to understand this. 
 
Two words here are key. 
 
The first is ὑπέρ – usually translated ‘on behalf of’. 
 
While a common usage of this preposition is on behalf of – any Greek dictionary will 
list many other possible meanings – about, beyond, above. 
 
But here are the ones that I think are most relevant here – because of or on account 
of. 
 
The next word of interest is νεκρός – which as we have seen basically refers to a dead 
body. And repeatedly in this chapter Paul links these dead bodies with resurrection. 
 
Putting all of this together – here is how I want to paraphrase 1 Corinthians 15:29:  
 

 
 

Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized because of our hope in the 
resurrection of the dead? If our dead bodies are not raised at all, why are people 
baptized because of this hope? 

 
This morning you saw baptisms. 



 
Baptism signifies many things. Death to our old self, new life, being buried with Christ. 
 
But – very clearly one of the things that baptism signifies is faith that our union with 
Christ means that we not only die with Him – but as He rose – so on the final day – 
we too will rise. 
 
Listen to Romans 6:3–4:  
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  

 
So baptism signifies our faith that we are united with Christ both in His baptism and 
His resurrection. 
 
One component of baptism is faith that we believe that just as Jesus rose we will rise 
as well. 
 
Paul is asking why bother being baptised – why say we believe our sins are forgiven 
– if there is no resurrection? 
 
If our bodies don’t rise – it means we are still on our sins – so why get baptised? 
 
And why get baptised saying we will walk in newness of life – if how we live in the body 
is irrelevant? 
 

 
 
Verses 30-32: 
 

Why are we in danger every hour? I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which 
I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! What do I gain if, humanly 
speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us 
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 

 
If the dead are not raised – how we live doesn’t matter. 
 



Paul says – if there is no bodily resurrection – my life is sheer foolishness. 
 
He was living for eternity. His life was constantly in danger. He died to self each day. 
 
It didn’t have to be so. He was educated, he had position and influence. 
 
Paul chose to live like this in light of eternity. 
 
But, if there is no resurrection – then he should eat and drink because death is coming 
and that is the end. 
 
If there is no resurrection – just live for today. Sacrifice and living for eternity is 
foolishness. 
 
But Christ did rise. So it does matter how we live. Verses 33-34: 
 

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” Wake up from your 
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no 
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.  

 
The resurrection of Christ tells us there is an eternity – so our life now matters. The 
Corinthians needed to wake up – stop sinning – and live for eternity. 
 
Brothers and sisters. Today four young people are being baptised – two in each 
service. 
 
They have declared their faith in Christ. That His death washes their sin and His 
resurrection will give them eternal life. 
 
If Jesus did not rise – they are fools – their faith is worthless. They should eat, drink 
and be merry – because death ends it all. 
 
But if Jesus did rise – then they are making a choice that will bring them joy now and 
eternal life to come. 
 
That is why the resurrection matters. That is why every one of us needs to look at the 
evidence. 
 
The evidence is clear – Jesus did rise. That affects our lives today and in eternity. 
 
If any here this morning have questions about this life, death, eternity – I would love 
to talk with you – because you can know the answers – and you can live forever. 
  



The Relevance of the Resurrection 
(1 Corinthians  15:12-34  September 1, 2013) 

 
Main Point: 
 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus is crucial for the understanding the gospel and 
helping us live meaningful lives now. 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 

 
� Why do so many believe that there is nothing after death? If there is no afterlife – 

what are the implications for how you choose to live life now? 
 

� If there is an afterlife what are the options about what happens at death? 
 

Why do some hold to: 
 
 Reanimation 

Reincarnation 
Spiritual resurrection 

 
What is the evidence for these? 

 
� What is the biblical view of what happens at death? 

 
� Why is whether Jesus rose bodily so important? 
 
� Read 1 Cor. 15:12. 
 

Do you agree that the problem was a faction in Corinth who opposed the notion of 
bodily resurrection rather than any form of resurrection? Why or why not? 

 
� What Greek worldview might have led to the Corinthians struggling with the bodily 

resurrection of Christ? 
 

� How is this worldview manifest in 1 Corinthians 6:13–20? 
 

What was Paul’s answer in this passage to why it matters what we do with our 
bodies? 

 
� Read Rom. 12:2. What worldviews, attitudes, philosophies do we in Australia 

struggle to reorient to Christianity? 
 

� How can we have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2)? 
 
� Paul makes it clear that a resurrection of the spirit without the body is not biblical? 
 

What does Gen. 2:7 teach us about the nature of man? 
 



In Rom 6:23 when Paul says the wages of sin is death – how far does this death 
extend? What is affected by death and sin? What is not affected? 

 
� Read Rom. 8:19-24. 

 
Why does the whole creation await redemption? What does this mean? 
 
Why does redemption have to include the redemption of our bodies? 
 
If our bodies are not redeemed what does that say about our sin? 

 
� Discuss these quotes from John Piper: 

 
John Piper writes this: 
 
Christianity is not a platonic religion that regards material things as mere shadows 
of reality, which will be sloughed off as soon as possible. Not the mere immortality 
of the soul, but rather the resurrection of the body and the renewal of all creation 
is the hope of the Christian faith. Just as our bodies will be raised imperishable for 
the glory of God, so the earth itself will be made new and fit for the habitation of 
risen and glorified persons.3 
 
And: 
 
What happens to our bodies and what happens to the creation go together. And 
what happens to our bodies is not annihilation but redemption.... Our bodies will 
be redeemed, restored, made new, not thrown away. And so it is with the heavens 
and the earth.4 

 
� Read Luke 24:39-43. Why did Jesus stress that He rose in a physical body? 

 
� Read Phil. 3:2-21. Why is it important that we will have resurrection bodies like 

Christ’s? 
 
In 1 Corinthians 15:12-34. 
 
If Jesus did not rise bodily from the dead: 
 

Why is our gospel is a lie? vv. 13-16 
Why has our sin has not been dealt with? v. 17 
 
Why did Jesus have to come in the flesh and die in the flesh? Heb. 2:14-15; 
Phil. 2:7-8. 
 
How does the resurrection of Jesus cause us to be born again? 1 Pet. 1:3. 
 
Why does our death lead to destruction? v. 18 

                                            
3 John Piper, Future Grace (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 1995), 374. 
4 John Piper, Future Grace (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 1995), 378. 



Why is our life is pitiful? v. 19 
 
 What can man hope in if the resurrection is not true? 
 

So why do so many struggle to accept the evidence that Jesus did rise? 
 
But since Jesus did rise bodily from the dead: 
 

How does this make our gospel the truth? v. 20 
How has our sin been dealt with? vv. 21-22 
How does our death lead to life? vv. 23-28 
 
What are the events that the resurrection of Jesus sets in motion that lead to 
the end of this world and the new heavens and earth? 
 
How is our life meaningful? vv. 29-34 

 
� Does it matter that we can’t be sure what the baptism for the dead is that Paul 

refers to? 
 
What do you think he is referring to? 
 
What is his point? 
 

� If there is no bodily resurrection – why does that make the way Christians live 
foolish? 
 

� If there is a bodily resurrection – why does that make the way Christians live wise? 
 
� How does the certainty that Jesus rose from the dead affect the way you live your 

life? 
 
 


