
The Results of the Resurrection 
(1 Corinthians  15:35-58  September 8, 2013) 

 

 
 
Most of us have thought a lot about our life. 
 
What job will we get? Who will we marry? Where will we live? How many children will 
we have? 
 
But in general we don’t think too much about our death – until it intrudes on our lives. 
When we get older, when a loved one dies, when we are told we have cancer – then 
we think a lot about death. 
 
What happens when we die? Where are we between death and Jesus’ return? What 
is heaven like? What do we do in heaven? Are we in a body? What do look like us? 
 
This morning’s passage answers some of these questions. 
 
But to frame this passage, let me give you some context. 
 
Here is how the Bible pictures man and the places in which we live. 
 

 
 

Man on Earth 



 
Faultless Earth Fallen Earth  Future Earth 
 
Genesis 1-2  Genesis 3-Rev 20 Rev 21-22 
 
Man in Heaven 
 
None   Present Heaven Future Heaven 
 
No death  First death  No second death 
 
Man in Hell 
 
None   Present Hell  Future Hell 
 
No death  First death  Second death 

 
The Bible speaks much about man on earth and in heaven and in hell. 
 
The First Earth was created by God as good and faultless for man to live in. But it was 
marred by sin – and what we see around us now is what the First Earth became – a 
Fallen Earth with intruders like – sin, death, natural disasters, illness, wars. 
 
But one day God will restore this Fallen Earth and create a new earth – a Future Earth 
– heaven – for His people to live in. 
 
Revelation 21:1 tells us:  
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away. 

 
What happens is that a new heaven and new earth are recreated from the old fallen 
heaven and earth. 
 
God transforms them into a perfect place – the future earth. 
 
So what we end up with is a situation where the bookends of the Bible – the first two 
and last two chapters of the Bible tell us about – man on the Faultless Earth and in the 
Future Earth. 
 
In between – most of the Bible – speaks of the earth we now live on – the Fallen Earth. 
 
But there is a similar situation regarding heaven and hell. There is a present heaven 
and a present hell and a future heaven and a future hell. 
 
The ultimate permanent resting place of man – either heaven or hell – has not yet 
been created. 
 
Revelation tells us they will be created in the end times. 
 



But, even now, before the end times – there is a present heaven and hell. 
 
Jesus told the thief on the cross – Today you will be with me in Paradise. 
 
Paul said that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. 
 
Revelation speaks of the martyrs crying out for justice. 
 
And consider this parable of the rich man and Lazarus. Luke 16:22–26:  
 

The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his 
eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But 
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm 
has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not 
be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 

 
We don’t want to push every detail of a parable – but it seems that Jesus envisions 
there to be a form of heaven – a Paradise – Abraham’s side – now and also a form of 
hell now – before the end times. 
 
We know some details of these places – but there is also an element of mystery. 
 
However, I want you to know that our passage this morning is talking about the final 
heaven – where we will dwell forever. 
 
Before we look at this passage we need to understand the nature of this final heaven 
because many Christians have some misguided ideas about heaven. 
 
Some have us living there as disembodied spirits, ghosts floating through the skies. 
Last week we saw this was a pagan not a Christian idea. 
 
For others heaven is just a throne room, polished, bright where we spend eternity 
worshipping – almost like an unending church service. 
 
To some heaven is a place that is supposed to be incredible but it is without the best 
things of this world – chocolate, sport, dogs. 
 
In short for many their view of heaven is boring, sanitised, dull. It is a place an old 
person wracked with the pain of cancer would like – but a young, vibrant man or 
woman with their life ahead of them – heaven would be a step down. 
 
But listen to Isaiah 65:17–25:  
 

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall 
not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that 



which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be 
a gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall 
be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. No more shall there 
be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out 
his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a 
hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the 
days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the 
offspring of the blessed of the Lord, and their descendants with them. Before 
they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the 
lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be 
the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says 
the Lord.  

 
There is certainly meant to be a deal of poetic license here because there are allusions 
to death and sin which clearly are not literal in heaven. 
 
But, the point seems to be that this final heaven is a physical place – we live in homes, 
eat, work, play, rejoice. 
 
There are familiar things from this earth – only they are perfect. 
 
Houses, vineyards, animals, banquets, fruit, wine. 
 
And family and friends. 
 
Is this a world like the first world – a world like Eden before the fall? Is heaven merely 
a restoration back to Eden? 
 
While we aren’t given complete details, it seems to me that heaven is described here 
in terms that show that eternity is beyond even the glories of Eden. 
 
The best of Eden is there – but it goes beyond that. 
 
There is no possibility of sin, no Satan. 
 
Relationships are different – there is no marriage – and our relationship with God is 
even deeper. 
 
In Eden – Adam could sin. In heaven there can never be sin. 
 
In Eden – God walked with Adam at times. In heaven we will dwell with and enjoy God 
without ceasing. 
 
Heaven is even beyond Eden. 
 
There is much more I could say on this – but if you want to read more about this – I 
would recommend Randy Alcorn’s book – Heaven. 



 
Why is this important? 
 
In this morning’s passage – Paul makes it very clear that to live in this physical heaven 
requires us to be in physical bodies. 
 
But those bodies have similarities and differences with the bodies we have now. 
 
But the way we move from these bodies to the bodies we will have in heaven is by 
death and the transformation of our bodies that occurs at the resurrection. 
 
In chapter 15 of 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul is talking about the bodily resurrection 
of Jesus. 
 
In this chapter he looks at: 
 

  
 

The reality of the resurrection 
 
The relevance of the resurrection 
 
The results of the resurrection 

 
Two weeks ago we looked at the reality of the resurrection in verses 1-11. 
 
There is ample proof that Jesus of Nazareth died and then rose bodily from the grave. 
 
Hundreds saw Jesus risen from the dead and the evidence for His resurrection is rock 
solid. It is a reality. 
 
Why is that crucial? Because Jesus proclaimed that just as He rose – so we too will 
rise – spirit and body. 
 
We don’t have to wonder – is there life after death? 
 
We don’t have to wonder – what form does life after death take? 



 
Jesus rose to show us the answers to these questions. 
 
Last week we looked at the relevance of the resurrection in verses 12-34. 
 
We saw that it was relevant for two reasons: 
 

• First, it changes the nature of the gospel. 
• Second, it changes the way we live life now. 

 
The gospel tells us how Jesus dealt with sin and its effects – including its effects on 
the world and on our bodies. 
 
John Piper put it this way: 
 

What happens to our bodies and what happens to the creation go together. And 
what happens to our bodies is not annihilation but redemption.... Our bodies 
will be redeemed, restored, made new, not thrown away. And so it is with the 
heavens and the earth.1 

 
If Jesus did not overcome the effects of sin on our body – then we are still in our sins 
and lost forever. 
 
But Jesus did rise – our sin is dealt with. 
 
This morning we come to the third point – the results of the resurrection in verses 
35-58. 
 
What are the results of the resurrection? 
 
The Resurrection: 
 

Transforms our bodies vv. 35-49 
 
Last week we looked at the fact that when Adam sinned – corruption entered the world 
– including our bodies. Our bodies get old, sick and die. 
 
Corrupted bodies cannot live in a perfect holy place. These bodies have to be 
transformed for us to live in heaven. 
 
Paul outlines how the resurrection transforms our bodies by stating two truths. 
 
The first is that: 
 

Death is necessary for transformation vv. 35-38 
 
Verse 35: 
 
                                            
1 John Piper, Future Grace (Sisters, Ore.: Multnomah, 1995), 378. 



But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do 
they come?” 

 
At first glance you might say that these are reasonable questions. 
 
If Paul is so insistent that our physical bodies rise – then how are the dead raised? 
 
If you go to a cemetery and dig up a grave that has been there for two hundred years 
– you will probably find a skeleton picked clean of flesh. If it was buried in acidic soil – 
there won’t even be a skeleton left. The whole body will be dissolved and leached 
away. 
 
Many people opt for cremation – all that is left of your body is a pile of ashes – and 
many scatter their ashes on hills or the ocean. 
 
How does God raise these kinds of bodies – when there is basically no body left? 
 
And what kind of body can rise up from the dust and ashes? 
 
But this is to underestimate the power of God. 
 
Verse 36: 
 

You foolish person! 
 
He is a fool who discounts the power of almighty God. 
 
God can draw the scattered molecules of a long dead body and fashion them into 
something new and incredible. 
 
And this concept of death leading to life is not just found in the resurrection. God has 
embedded this idea in a number of aspects of His creation. This leads Paul to give the 
principle: 
 

What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 
 
For transformation to occur – your body has to die. 
 
But this is not unique to the resurrection. Paul draws on the analogy of a seed to make 
his point. Verse 37: 
 

And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of 
wheat or of some other grain. 

 
A farmer takes wheat seeds and sows them in the ground. In effect, they die. But in 
dying they are transformed into new life – the wheat plant. 
 
Jesus makes much the same point in John 12:24:  
 



Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  

 
We die. Our bodies decompose. But at the resurrection God takes them and changes 
them into something related – but different. 
 
Look at verse 38: 
 

But God gives it [the grain] a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed 
its own body. 

 
God created seeds to ‘die’ and in doing so to change. In Genesis 1:11–12 we read:  
 

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit 
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the 
earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind.” 

 
God designed seeds with a body – that would die – and sprout forth vegetation – with 
a related – but different body. 
 
This is true also of the resurrection. It is necessary that our bodies be transformed 
because the bodies we have now aren’t fitted for heaven. 
 
Paul then gives the second truth concerning how the resurrection transforms our 
bodies. 
 

Transformation fits us for heaven vv. 39-49 
 
In these verses, Paul alludes again to the creation account in Genesis 1: 
 
God created the earth without form and empty – there was no life in it. 
 
Then God forms – and fills this formless and empty world. 
 



 
 
 Forming  Filling with inhabitants 
Day 1 Day and Night Day 4 Day and Night 

→    Sun, moon and stars 
Day 2 Sea and Sky Day 5 Sea and Sky 

→    Fish and birds 
Day 3 Land Day 6 Land 

→    Animals and man 
 
Days 1-3 deal with the changing the world from formless to formed. 
 
Days 4-6 deal with changing the world from empty to filled. 
 
Notice that what is formed in day 1 is filled in day 4 and the same with days 2 and 5, 
and 4 and 6. 
 
But here is Paul’s point – fish weren’t created with a body that can survive in 
outerspace – that would be the sun and moon and stars. 
 
Nor were fish created to soar through the skies – that would be birds. 
 
Nor were fish created to roam through the plains – that would be animals. 
 
The Creator designed different homes – the heavens, the skies, the seas, the land – 
and He designed different creatures and plants with different bodies to fill those 
homes. 
 
Look at verses 39-41: 
 

For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for 
animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are heavenly bodies and 
earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the 
earthly is of another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.  

 



Evolution says that somehow fish knew they needed a different body and by natural 
selection their bodies changed. They developed legs and skin and lungs and moved 
from water to the land. 
 
Then dinosaurs knew they needed a different body and by natural selection their 
bodies changed. They developed wings and hollow bones and feathers and moved 
from land to the skies. 
 
The Bible says God created each kind – humans, land animals, birds, fish – and gave 
them bodies fitted for their habitat. 
 
The Bible says God created – earthly bodies – for humans, land animals, birds, fish – 
and heavenly bodies – for stars, the sun and the moon. 
 
It was not random chance – but the brilliant creative hand of the master designer who 
gave us our bodies – perfectly fitted to the homes He created for us. 
 
But, when God creates the final heaven – the new earth – this present body we have 
cannot live there. 
 
It would be like a fish trying to live in the Gobi desert – or a lion choosing to live in 
outer space. 
 
So at the resurrection – God transforms our bodies into bodies that can live in the new 
heaven and the new earth. 
 
Verses 42-49: 
 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. 
 
As a seed dies and is transformed – so it is with us. 
 
As each body must be fitted to its home – so it is with us. 
 
And the key is the resurrection. The resurrection transforms us for heaven. 
 
The question then becomes – what is different about our resurrection bodies and these 
bodies? 
 
When Jesus rose – He was flesh and blood – the disciples could touch Him. He ate 
and drank with them. He looked like Jesus. 
 
So what is different between our present bodies and our resurrection bodies? 
 



 
 
Present Body Resurrection Body 
 
Perishable  Imperishable 
Dishonourable Glorious 
Weak   Powerful 
Natural  Spiritual 
 
Paul tells us: 
 

What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 
 
This is a temporary world – our bodies are temporary. They get old, they wear out, 
they die. 
 
Methuselah lived the longest of any man in history – 969 years. 
 
Today – 120 or so seems to be the absolute limit. 
 
No physical body lives forever. 
 
You can treat your body like a temple – organic foods, physical training, no 
preservatives – you will still get old, get arthritis, lose your mental sharpness, and 
finally die. 
 
Heaven is forever – for all eternity. We need imperishable bodies that will not age and 
wear out and die. 
 
I have a bad neck and arthritis. I am looking forward to heaven – waking up with no 
aching joints and pain. 
 
I suspect there are few people over 50 who don’t feel the decay of the outer man most 
days. That will change. 
 



It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. 
 
These bodies have sinned. They have dishonoured the Lord who created them. 
 
There is not one person who has lived – apart from the Lord Jesus – who lived a life 
without sin. As such these bodies are dishonourable. We have lied in them, lusted in 
them, been lazy in them, failed the Lord in them. 
 
But that will change. Revelation 21 describes us as being raised as holy – a bride fit 
for Christ. We will bear the glory of Christ in our bodies. 
 
No more sin and no more effects of sin. As much as I am looking forward to a body 
without decay – even more am I looking forward to a body without sin. 
 
The most painful times of my life flow from my sin – how it affects others, myself and 
my Lord. 
 
One day – I will be glorious, holy, free from sin. 
 

It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
 
We were created as the children of God. Sons of the Almighty. 
 
But sin reduced us to a shadow of what God created us to be. 
 
How pitiful and weak we are. 80 years. We sin, we age, we die. Our bodies rot. We 
die in sin, ignominy and weakness. 
 
But we are raised in power. Glorious, sinless, imperishable. True children of the 
almighty. 
 

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
 
What is the contrast here between natural and spiritual? 
 
Don’t think that the contrast is a fleshly body and a spirit. 
 
The word here for natural is ψυχικός psychikos. It means of this world. 
 
Look at verse 45 – The first man Adam became a living being – a living – ψυχή psyche. 
 
That is a natural body. The spiritual body is different. Look at verses 44-49: 
 

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The 
first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as 
is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have 



borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of 
heaven.  

 
When we are raised from the dead – some people think the bodies we have will be 
just like the body Adam was created with. 
 
Not so – Adam was created with a body that is natural – it is for this world. It was ψυχή 
psyche. It was energized by the soul of man. 
 
Yes – Adam had a body originally without corruption – but because it was energised 
by his soul it was able to be corrupted. Adam was able to fall and did fall. 
 
Christ’s body is energised by the Spirit of God and cannot be corrupted. 
 
Our resurrected bodies will be spiritual – energised by the Spirit of God. 
 
Adam would have had an awesome body. But if His body was energised by the Spirit 
of God – he would not have sinned – would not have become corrupted – would not 
have grown old and would not have died. 
 
Paul says our resurrection bodies will be imperishable, glorious, powerful and spiritual. 
 
However, that is not enough for many Christians. Because we live in a very body 
conscious society – they want a very physical description of their resurrection body. 
 
In other words will I be in a body as it was when I was at the peak of my physical 
prowess? 
 
Or will it be – me – but much buffer, stronger, more handsome, taller. 
 
If I was fat will I be buff? 
 
If I sing abysmally will I sing great? 
 
If I had an arm chopped off will it be back? 
 
If I died as a child will I come back as an adult? 
 
Will we have our racial identities? 
 
Will we recognise each other? 
 
Basically will I be a 20 year old supermodel genius talented at everything? 
 
The Bible does not choose to answer all of these questions. 
 
Passages seem to indicate we will recognise each other – so I suspect that in some 
sense we will resemble ourselves in this life. We will still be male and female. We will 
have features somewhat similar to this life. But our bodies will be freed from corruption 



– what that means in terms of how buff we are – what talents we will have – I don’t 
know. 
 
I think we will have physically perfect bodies – what that means apart from lacking the 
effects of illness, age and injury – I am not entirely sure. I suspect our talents will be 
greatly enhanced to enjoy God. 
 
If we die at 88 in an old worn out body – do we come back as a 25 year old hunk? I 
don’t know. Some have suggested we will all look around 33 – the age of Jesus at the 
resurrection. 
 
I suspect in heaven we won’t care. We won’t want the smaller waist, the better 
complexion, the better teeth – we will be perfectly happy as God raised us. 
 
God knows what the perfect resurrection body is for me – and that is good enough for 
me. 
 
It will be holy and free from corruption and powered by His Spirit. 
 
That brings us to the second result of the resurrection: 
 

Terminates our sin vv. 50-58 
 
When we became Christians – the power of the cross began to deal with our sin. 
 
Even after becoming Christians, throughout our life we struggle with sin – but by the 
power of God we put sin to death in our lives. But we don’t make it. 
 
Then we die. And you might be tempted to say – Hallelujah – sin has been finally 
overcome in me. 
 
But as we saw last week – God created us body and spirit – so until our bodies are 
renewed and freed from the effects of sin – sin is not terminated till the effects of the 
fall on our body is terminated. 
 
It is at the resurrection that sin is finally terminated. 
 
Paul outlines how the resurrection terminates our sin by stating two truths. 
 

The Second Coming initiates our transformation vv. 50-53 
 
Paul starts off by reiterating the truth he has just outlined. Verse 50: 
 

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor 
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 
Paul is not denying that we have physical bodies in the resurrection. He is saying the 
flesh and blood bodies we now have – the perishable ones – they cannot be what we 
are in when we inherit the kingdom – go to heaven. 
 



Our bodies have to be transformed into the imperishable ones. 
 
How does this happen? Verse 51: 
 

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

 
One question people might have is this – if you need to die in order to be transformed 
– what about those Christians are alive when Christ returns? 
 
If Jesus returned today – is that just bad luck – you haven’t died so you can’t be 
resurrected? 
 
That limits God in the same way saying what about those Christians whose bodies 
have rotted to nothing. 
 
The normal plan is death and then resurrection. 
 
But God has a plan for those alive at His return. 
 
God can transform living bodies as easily as dead ones. 
 
The day will come when the last trump will sound – and those Christians who are living 
at that time will also be transformed in the blink of an eye into their new imperishable 
bodies fit for heaven. 
 
And verses 52-53: 
 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 

 
And those Christians who have already died will be raised and will be transformed in 
the blink of an eye into their new imperishable bodies fit for heaven. 
 
No Christian misses out on the resurrection. 
 
And there is a second truth of how the resurrection terminates our sin. 
 



 
 

Transformation destroys our sin vv. 54-58 
 
Verses 54-55: 
 

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?” 

 
When our bodies are renewed and become imperishable – then the power of the cross 
has finally destroyed sin and its consequences – including the final and greatest 
enemy death. 
 
We live in a fallen world and people die. It is a part of the fall. It is part of the curse. 
 
In the years ahead I am going to lose some people very close to me – and it will be 
hard. 
 
Some of them are non-Christians – if they stay far from the Lord – I will struggle at 
their death. Not only will I not see them again – I will know they have gone to a 
Christless eternity where they will suffer eternal, conscious torment. 
 
Death has a victory – a sting there. 
 
But most of those close to me are in Christ. I will still shed tears at their passing – but 
mainly because I will miss them. My tears are not the tears of despair – for Christ has 
paid for their sin – their bodies will rise – sin and death will be overcome and death 
will have no victory or sting in their lives. 
 
Verse 56: 
 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
 
It is sin that causes the sting of death and sin finds its power in the law. 



 
God has given us His law – told us what His standard is – and every one of us has 
fallen short of that standard. This means that the wages of sin is death. 
 
Without Jesus – death – both the first death – getting old and dying – and the second 
death – cast into the lake of fire for eternity – that is the fate of every man and woman. 
 
Verse 57: 
 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Stay with me now and I will make my point in a minute. 
 
I am sure a few of you saw this week’s episode of Catalyst called Custom Universe ... 
fine tuned for us? 
 
Basically there is an enormous amount of evidence that the universe was designed 
for us. 
 
The laws of physics are so perfectly designed to allow life. This show talked about – 
the strength of gravity. The balance of the Higgs Boson particle. The energy of dark 
matter – 122 decimal places of 0 then 138. Anything different than that immensely 
precise number and life could not exist. 
 
It is so amazing – you would think physicists would see the hand of God. But no. 
 
They do know that it is a statistical impossibility that everything just happened to turn 
out right in this universe. 
 
So how do they explain it? 
 
What does that mean? 
 
If you postulate that there are an infinite number of universes that exist for eternity – 
and the big bang happened slightly differently so they are all have slightly different 
laws of physics – then in infinity one of them has to turn out right for life – and we just 
got lucky and live in that one. 
 
That is an awful lot of faith. 
 
Of course – since there is no evidence of infinite universes – other physicists don’t like 
that idea. 
 
Some future scientists travel back in time to set the laws of physics at the big bang. 
 
And if you don’t like putting faith in infinite universes or time travelling scientists then 
there is always this: 
 
Aliens made the universe – or we are simply no more than virtual reality on some alien 
supercomputer. 



 
Right now most scientists think the multiverse idea is the best way to explain the 
universe – however: 
 
What is my point? 
 
We have no evidence for multiverses – time travelling scientists – or universe building 
aliens. 
 
It is an enormous leap of faith to hold to any of them. They do it because multiverses 
do not demand we bend the knee of allegiance. 
 
But, here is the amazing point. We do have evidence for God. 
 
Creation, the Bible, miracles, transformed lives. 
 
And the resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the greatest pieces of evidence we have 
that God exists – that He loves us. 
 
And what is more – this evidence declares that there is a purpose for our lives and 
that death is not the end. 
 
God Himself not only created this world – but entered it – conquered sin and death – 
and gave us hope. 
 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I think we can all say Amen to that. 
 
Verse 58: 
 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  

 
Our lives have purpose and what we do in our bodies matters. 
 
Brothers and sisters – the resurrection of Jesus matters. 
 
It is some of our strongest evidence for the existence of God – the reality of the 
Christian gospel – and it answers the big question of what happens after death. 
 
Because Jesus rose – we can have every confidence that if we trust in His death – we 
too will rise on the last day. 
 
If any here are not Christians – then the best you can hope for that there is a multiverse 
– and death is the end. 
 
I want to point out that you are trusting your eternity to a theory with no evidence – it 
just allows scientists to sleep at night saying – perhaps there is no God. 
 



But since Jesus rose – then death is not the end – and if you have not trusted Christ 
to pay for your sins – you will be judged on your life – and unfortunately all of us fall 
short. 
 
Trust Christ and live – the resurrection tells us this is true. Praise God. 
  



The Results of the Resurrection 
(1 Corinthians  15:35-58  September 8, 2013) 

 
Main Point: 
 

We need different bodies to live in heaven. It is the resurrection that transforms 
our bodies into those fit for heaven. 

 
Read 1 Cor. 15:35-58 

 
� Why do so many fail to think about what happens after death? 

 
� What happens to the dead between death and the formation of the new heavens 

and earth? Do we soul-sleep or are we conscious? Do we have a body or not? Is 
there some form of prejudgment sorting before the final judgment? 

 
� What is the final heaven like? What do you think we will do for all eternity? 
 
� Read Isa 65:17-25. Which parts are literal and which parts are figurative? What is 

the point of this passage? 
 
� How can God raise dead bodies that have dissolved or been destroyed? 
 
� Should Christians have a problem with cremation for any spiritual reasons? 
 
� What is Paul’s point about a seed dying and then sprouting forth differently? 
 
� What is Paul’s point regarding the different habitats God created and the different 

bodies needed for them? 
 
� Why can our present bodies not live in eternity? 
 
� Discuss these differences between our present bodies and our resurrection bodies: 
 

Present Body Resurrection Body 
 
Perishable  Imperishable 
Dishonourable  Glorious 
Weak   Powerful 
Natural   Spiritual 

 
� What do you think your final resurrection body will look like? Will it look like you? 

Will you still be male or female? Will you know each other? Will you be buff and 
smart and talented? Does it matter? Will you care? 
 

� Will it matter if you are dead or alive at the coming of Jesus? 
 
� What will happen to those alive at His coming? 
 



� How does the resurrection finally destroy sin and death? 
 
� Considering there is so much evidence for the resurrection – why do smart people 

reject it? 
 
� What are the other theories about how our fine tuned world came to exist? 
 
� How can you use the resurrection in evangelism? 
 
� How does the resurrection change how you live now? 
 


