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What True Leadership Looks Like 
(1 Corinthians 4:6-21  May 5, 2019) 

 

 
 
I want you to imagine the response if we did a letterbox drop in the streets around the 
church and what we put in the letterboxes was a flyer that read: 
 

 
 

Grace Bible Church Holland Park 
 
Our leaders are like the scum of the earth, like everyone’s garbage 
 
Please join us 

What True Leadership 
Looks Like

— 1 Corinthians 4:6-21 —

Holland Park
Our leaders are like the 
scum of the earth, like 
everyone’s garbage 

10 Yuletide St 
Holland Park 4121 

hp.gracebible.org.au

Please join us 

Sunday 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.00pm
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I suspect people would just scratch their heads. Is this a joke? I don’t get the point? 
 
I would consider it a dead set miracle if anyone picked that up and said – leaders who 
are the scum of the earth – everyone’s garbage – yeah – that is what I am looking for 
– count me in. 
 
However, what if the flyer had a different appeal? 
 

 
 

Grace Bible Church Holland Park 
 
Our leaders are like children of the King, the envy of everyone 
 
Please join us 

 
I suspect a few curious souls might drop in for a visit. I want to see those who are the 
envy of everyone? 
 
Who wouldn’t want to hang with the children of the King? 
 
While one of these has a lot more street appeal – this morning I want to suggest that 
one of them is in fact more what you should be looking for in your leaders. 
 
Our passage this morning asks us – what are the true signs of godly, faithful 
leadership? 
 
Perhaps I can put it this way. 
 
If you make your way to a Christian bookstore and head into the leadership section – 
you will find books describing various church leadership styles. 
 

Holland Park
Our leaders are like 

children of the King, the 
envy of everyone

Please join us 

Sunday 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.00pm

10 Yuletide St 
Holland Park 4121 

hp.gracebible.org.au
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There is: 
 

• The Gifted Leader 
 
The good looking, charismatic, personable leader who oozes follow me. They are a 
natural leader. If they weren’t in ministry they might be a politician or TV personality. 
 

• The Authoritarian Leader 
 
They radiate authority. I am a leader anointed by God – I know what the Bible says 
and your role is not to contradict me but to follow me. They see themselves as modern 
day prophets. 
 

• The Son of the King Leader 
 
I am the son of the great King. My Father showers me with every blessing. I am rich, 
healthy, influential – clearly I am in the spiritual sweet spot. Follow me and you can 
have it all too. 
 
And of course these are not mutually exclusive – many advocate for: 
 

• The Gifted, Authoritarian, Son of the King Leadership style 
 
Closely related to this is how we judge the success of a leader. For many it is: 
 

Money, size, power, influence. 
 
A big, wealthy influential church is a mark of success. 
 
These are crucial questions and they were questions dogging the church of Corinth. 
 
We have been looking at the opening chapters of 1 Corinthians where Paul is outlining 
one major problem going on in the church. 
 
Men were putting forward teachings and practices and attaching the name of a 
prominent church identity. They were making these men and these teachings their 
focus. 
 
The result was factions that gravitated to different gifted, impressive leaders and that 
led to division. 
 
We have seen that Paul’s answer is: 
 
Cross-centred wisdom for flawed saints. 
 
Paul’s answer was to preach Christ and the cross – not just as the foundation for a 
church – but what you build on that foundation. 
 
In the first two chapters Paul told us that the cross is the wisdom and power of God 
for salvation. 
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Now he says – it is also the key to edification – building up a healthy church. 
 
In chapter 3 and 4 Paul is dealing with the role of leaders in building a church. 
 
The question we come to now is this. What are the marks of a true spiritual leader? 
 
What should you be looking for in the men who lead the flock? 
 
The divisive faction in Corinth seemed to be advocating for: 
 

• The Gifted, Authoritarian, Son of the King Leadership style 
 
The super apostles were promoting gifted, powerful, influential, wealthy men as the 
true leaders of the church. And the result was division. 
 
Today, what we are going to see is that Paul is adamant: 
 
The true spiritual leader will model the traits of Christ 
 
The true spiritual leader reflects the characteristics and life of Christ. 
 
I know this and yet the truth is that at times I feel the tension the Corinthians felt. 
 
Several times a year I ask the other Elders – anyone else in the church who should 
be an Elder? 
 
The temptation is to look at the church and think – we have men who are successful 
– businessmen, doctors, judges, influential men – they are good leaders – so they 
should give the church the best chance of success. 
 
Maybe? But only if their lives more closely match Jesus rather than the world. And the 
reality is too often worldly leaders are not truly godly leaders. 
 
This morning we will see Paul show us three traits of Christlike leadership we should 
be looking for. 

 
Sacrificial Example 
Fatherly Care 
Pastoral Discipline 

 
We begin with the first trait of Christlike leadership: 
 

Sacrificial Example 
 
Paul spends the most time on this trait because it is so counter-intuitive – so opposed 
to what the world tells us is leadership. 
 
Turn with me if you will to 1 Corinthians 4:6:  
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Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for 
your benefit. 

 
What are the things Paul has applied to himself and Apollos? 
 
Paul has consistently said – Apollos and I – we are servants of God. 
 
We preach Christ. We model Christ. We don’t come with our own words of wisdom – 
just the cross of Christ. 
 
One servant plants and one waters – but the one who gets the glory is God. 
 
He is clear, neither Paul nor Apollos is all that important – we are merely instruments 
in the hands of God. 
 
Here in chapter 4 he again says – we are servants – but he uses a different word – 
under rower. The lower level galley slave. A lowly steward whose one job is to faithfully 
point to Christ and the cross. 
 
Paul’s point is this – the mark of true leadership is that people look at a leader and see 
Christ. 
 
Paul says – in this I used myself and Apollos as examples. 
 
I might be an Apostle. Apollos might be a gifted preacher. 
 
But we are nothing – mere servants of Christ. Those sent to you to show you Christ. 
 
We are understudies to the real deal. 
 
The Corinthians had been boasting in men – following the super apostles – which led 
to divisions. 
 
They were arrogant – puffed up – favouring one person over another. 
 
It seems that their version of the gospel went something like this: 
 

God has chosen us to be children of the King 
 

We have: 
 

Health, wealth, importance, happiness 
 

So join us 
 
This is a powerful message. 
 
Our fallen hearts want these things – and we even think we deserve these things. 
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It is no surprise that this messed up theology powered the factions and divisions 
rocking the church at Corinth. 
 
The super apostles were saying: 
 

Brothers and sisters – the gospel means we are children of the King. Just as 
you want your children to be happy and successful – our heavenly Father wants 
you to be happy and successful. 
 
The difference is that our heavenly Father has the power to make this a reality. 
Our father, the King can give us anything – health, wealth, importance, 
happiness, miracles. 
 
So join us and receive these blessings. 

 
Does that kind of message sound familiar? We see the same thing today. Many in the 
church of today make this type of appeal. 
 
Brian Houston from Hillsong wrote a book entitled – You Need More Money. Here are 
a few statements he made in that book: 
 

 
 

God wants the church to have the kind of wealth the world experiences p. 8. 
 
Poverty is definitely not God’s will for His people. In fact, all His promises talk 
of blessing and prosperity p. 8. 
 
Prosperity is part of new covenant blessings, including salvation, healing and 
restoration p. 123. 
 

“God wants the church to have the kind of wealth the world experiences 
p. 8. 

Poverty is definitely not God’s will for His people. In fact, all His 
promises talk of blessing and prosperity p. 8. 

Prosperity is part of new covenant blessings, including salvation, 
healing and restoration p. 123.

Brian Houston 
You Need More Money

Go to the nicest street you know, stop at the best 
house, and imagine yourself living there. … I 
encourage you to start changing what you can 
believe and conceive, so that you can start achieving 
p. 124.
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Go to the nicest street you know, stop at the best house, and imagine yourself 
living there. … I encourage you to start changing what you can believe and 
conceive, so that you can start achieving p. 124. 

 
And the proof of this gospel is his life. 
 
I have these things and so can you. 
 
Look, Hillsong is any easy target – but you know what – I have heard similar kinds of 
statements not just in Word faith and charismatic churches, but in many mainline 
churches. Many Baptist, Church of Christ and independent churches will say 
something similar. 
 
And I have to admit that many people inside and outside the church find this gospel 
attractive. 
 
Look at me. I am wealthy. I am healthy. I have a super-model wife. 
 
God gave me these things – He can give them to you. 
 
But, Paul knows that there are so many problems that flow from this teaching. 
 
One obvious one is that it makes the gospel all about us. It reduces the gospel to a 
means to satisfy us in this life – rather than a means to call out a people who will glorify 
God for all eternity. 
 
A second obvious problem is that if anyone was a child of the King – it was Jesus. And 
what did He get? – persecution, poverty, affliction, suffering and death! 
 
A third problem is not as obvious. 
 
There are passages that talk about us reigning as Kings – but only when Jesus returns 
in power. Only when He reigns will we reign with Him. But many prosperity teachers 
take the promises of future blessing and say that is ours right now. The Corinthians 
were doing that. We are already reigning as Kings. 
 
No we are not. In this life – before the Second Coming we get something very different. 
In John 15:18–20 Jesus said this:  
 

If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. If you 
were of the world, the world would love you as its own. However, because you 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of it, the world hates you. 
Remember the word I spoke to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ 
If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. 

 
Jesus is clear – right now – we are anything but ruling Kings. Right now we are 
persecuted servants. We will one day be Kings – but right now we are hated, 
persecuted, vilified – and if you doubt that – put the gospel on social media and see 
the reaction. 
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What becomes clear this morning is that the Corinthians were falling prey to these 
same mistakes. 
 
We see this fleshed out throughout this book especially in terms of sex, money and 
power. 
 
The thinking is – I am a King – God wants to bless me – God wants me happy – these 
things make me happy. 
 
Sex pleases me. My Father wants me pleased. He created us with bodies and desires 
– sex is just something we do like eating. 
 
So who would ever choose to stay single and celibate? 
 
Sex between consenting adults is fine – what is the deal if a man sleeps with his 
mother-in-law or a prostitute? In fact I will boast about my liberties here. Sex is about 
me. 
 
Money pleases me. Money is a sign of my Father’s blessing. Poverty is a sign you are 
not one of the blessed Christians. 
 
I will sue other Christians if that benefits me. When we eat the Lord’s Table – I don’t 
want those poor, less blessed eating with me. Why would I want to give money to help 
the poor saints in Jerusalem? Money is about me. 
 
Power pleases me. My Father wants to please me so He gives me awesome spiritual 
gifts to show how important I am. I am one of the spiritual elite. I will boast about my 
gifts. Power is about me. 
 
And if any of this sounds at all familiar – it probably should – there is nothing in this 
that I have not heard from church leaders today. 
 
So we need to heed Paul’s words – verse 6 
 

I say this … so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying: “Nothing 
beyond what is written.” 

 
Nothing beyond what is written. 
 
This is a notoriously difficult verse. 
 
I believe that what Paul is referring to are the Old Testament passages he has already 
quoted which make it clear that we should not be arrogant about the gifts and 
importance of mere men. 
 
In these first four chapters he has repeated said – It is written – and quotes an Old 
Testament passage. 
 
We see that in 1:19, 1:31, 2:9, 2:16, 3:19–20. 
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All of them make the same point. Anyone who thinks a mere man or woman is wise 
enough, gifted enough, important enough to follow – denies the consistent teaching of 
Scripture. 
 
Only Christ is worthy to give our allegiance to. 
 
Verse 6: 
 

The purpose is that none of you will be arrogant, favoring one person over 
another. 

 
As we have seen already – if we are arrogant enough to think any man is worthy to 
follow – we end up favouring one over another – I am of Apollos – I am of Paul – and 
the result is division. 
 
When our example is any man – super apostle or not – if it is not Christ and Christ 
alone that we follow – the church fragments. 
 
Don’t be arrogant – don’t be puffed up. Look at verse 7: 
 

For who makes you so superior? What do you have that you didn’t receive? If, 
in fact, you did receive it, why do you boast as if you hadn’t received it?  

 
If there is ever a verse that deflates every shred of pride we might have – it is this 
verse. 
 
You can feel every reason for pride just ooze out. 
 
Hey super apostle – so what is it you have that makes you so superior – that you think 
that others should follow you? 
 
Gift of tongues? God gave it to you. 
 
Powerful preaching? God gave it to you. 
 
Charismatic personality, good looks, wealth, hard work – God gave it to you. 
 
Come on Corinthians – name something that makes your chosen leader worthy to 
follow as opposed to someone else – name it and I will tell you – God gave it to them. 
 
Everything you have is a gift from God – and you can’t boast in a gift. 
 
Grace means no one – absolutely no one – has any grounds for pride. 
 
Brothers and sisters, if you ever feel a swell of pride – ask yourself – who made you 
superior? 
 
Anything you have – that you might be proud of – it is entirely a gift of grace. 
 
What do you have? 
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Natural gifts. 
 
Good looks. Are you a good looking rooster or hen? 
 
Gift of the gab? Intelligence? 
 
Talent, tenacity, diligence? 
 
Wealth – even if it is based on your intelligence, tenacity, hard work. 
 
Your family. Your awesome marriage and amazeballs kids. 
 
All gifts of God. 
 
Go to Facebook or Instagram. Find an influencer. 
 
They flaunt their bodies, their wealth, their associates. 
 
Little do they know – even for them everything they have is from God. 
 
How much more is that true for you and me? 
 
Spiritual Gifts. 
 
They come from above. 
 
Teaching, service, leadership, administration. 
 
Doctrine – do know more truths than someone else? – that is God. 
 
Are you in a good church? – that too is a gift. 
 
Evangelism – have you led people to the Lord? – God again. 
 
All gifts of God. 
 
Even your salvation 
 
The grace and faith that saved you – All gifts of God. 
 
Brothers and sisters – you cannot name any good thing you have that is not from God. 
 
Any leader you might choose to follow – their gifts are from God. 
 
So no one should boast – in themselves or in any man. 
 
Think of the great leaders of the Old Testament. 
 
Abraham – a moon-worshipping sinful nobody – until God chose him. 
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Moses – a shepherd running away from a murder, with no gift of public speaking – 
until God chose him. 
 
David – the small, young runt of the litter – until God chose him. 
 
Think of the great leaders of the New Testament. 
 
Peter – an impulsive, foot in the mouth fisherman – until God chose him. 
 
Paul – a violent, proud murderer – until God chose him. 
 
If God had not intervened – where would they be? 
 
If ever I am tempted to boast – I need only think about the disastrous trajectory my life 
was once on. 
 
If God had not chosen to have mercy on me and left me in my sin – I shudder to think 
what my life would be like. 
 
I suspect today I would be a self-obsessed doctor – probably divorced – a few times 
– no relationship with my kids – desperately unhappy and wondering where it all went 
wrong. 
 
Everything I have – everything I am – it is entirely because of God’s grace. 
 
Why would I boast as if I am the reason I have these gifts? 
 
Paul’s point is – you don’t follow the gift – you follow the giver of the gift. 
 
So look for qualities that reflect the giver of the gift. 
 
What we see is that the Corinthians are saying – we have it all – we have health, 
wealth, importance and happiness – so join us. 
 
Look at verse 8: 
 

You are already full! You are already rich! You have begun to reign as kings. 
 
You are already full! You are sated. You have every good thing you want. 
 
You are already rich! You are wealthy and powerful. 
 
You have begun to reign as kings. You are the true elite – not just of the church – but 
of the world. 
 
Now don’t get me wrong – you can find plenty of passages that talk about prosperity, 
wealth and kingdom reign – but not yet. These come when Jesus returns. 
 
The Corinthians said – we have it now – it is already ours. 
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Paul says – isn’t it at all strange that you have it: 
 

Without us? 
 
Paul and Apollos didn’t have it. 
 
Apollos had been trying to hold this dividing church together with his bare hands. 
 
Paul was in Ephesus confronting angry mobs and bitter Jews. 
 
Paul is saying – if this is true – how come you got this without us? 
 
I mean I am an Apostle. I planted that church. If there is reward now – I should be first 
in line to get some. 
 

And I wish you did reign, so that we could also reign with you!  
 
I wish your theology was true – I would love to be reigning now not fighting wild beasts, 
angry mobs and Romans. 
 
A selfish part of me wishes the prosperity gospel had a shred of truth. 
 
But it doesn’t. 
 
Look at church history – look at the church in much of the world – the godliest men 
and women were persecuted, suffering and often lived in poverty. 
 
It is obscene for prosperity teachers to say – if they had more faith – if they named 
and claimed the blessing. 
 
Paul says – I am an Apostle of Christ – but I don’t have health, wealth, importance and 
happiness. 
 
I have – affliction, poverty, insignificance and suffering. 
 
But here is Paul’s point – which are the marks of Christ we should be looking for in 
leaders? One is certainly: 
 
Sacrificial example. 
 
So he points to himself and the other Apostles. 
 
Verses 9–10:  
 

For I think God has displayed us, the apostles, in last place, like men 
condemned to die: We have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels 
and to people. We are fools for Christ, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, 
but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! 
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Paul understands the truth of Jesus’ words in Luke 6:40:  
 

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like 
his teacher.  

 
What was Jesus like? The Son of Man did not come to be served – but to serve. The 
Son of Man had no place to lay His head. 
 
Jesus was a homeless servant – persecuted, poor and hated. I don’t care what word 
faith teachers say – Jesus did not come as King driving a Bentley wearing a Rolex. 
 
Paul understood that Jesus is the example of true leadership. This is a leadership 
unlike anything the world knows, appreciates or respects. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1:  
 

Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ.  
 
Paul knows the power of sacrificial example. 
 
He paints a picture of the triumphant procession of the Roman era. 
 
When a Roman army returned – the generals and heroes marched at the front. Then 
came the soldiers. Then the captured booty. 
 
Last of all are the prisoners – those destined for the arena – to die as a spectacle for 
the watching crowds. 
 
They were jeered, spat on, abused. 
 
Paul says – that is us – the Apostles – we are the refuse at the end of the line who 
give our lives for the kingdom. 
 
In the Corinthian super apostle worldview – this is foolishness. 
 
Their wisdom says – God blesses His people not brings suffering. 
 
But Paul says – it is a privilege to suffer for Christ. 
 
Yes in the eyes of the world – we are weak and dishonoured and they are strong and 
honoured – but Paul is a leader in the upside down kingdom where the first are last 
and the last are first. 
 
Paul describes himself and the Apostles like this – verses 11-13: 
 

Up to the present hour we are both hungry and thirsty; we are poorly clothed, 
roughly treated, homeless; we labor, working with our own hands. When we are 
reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are 
slandered, we respond graciously. Even now, we are like the scum of the earth, 
like everyone’s garbage.  
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He is not saying – look we are doing it a bit tough. 
 
I have had to cut out my morning latte and Uber Eats. 
 
He says – the very stuff of life – food, drink, clothing and shelter – we are often without 
them. We are often on the edge of death. 
 
Yet, Paul says – we work with our own hands. We don’t burden you even though we 
are really poor – so we can serve you. 
 
In contrast, where did the Corinthian leaders get their wealth? Off the congregation. 
 
Ezekiel 34 had a warning to beware the false shepherds who fleece the flock – saying 
make me rich – give to me. 
 
Prosperity teachers do not hide the fact that their prosperity comes from the flock. 
 
They tell them – tithe to me. Sow to me. And then you will reap. 
 
It seems to me the real message of the prosperity gospel is – if you want to get rich 
become a pastor and tell people to give till it hurts – there are always a few suckers 
who will do that. 
 
Jesus never told the crowds – give to Me – He said give to the poor. 
 
Paul is sickened by this. They say they are Kings so give to us. 
 
We are hungry and thirsty and working night and day just so we can minister to you. 
 
And when the crowds jeer us we bless. 
 
When we are persecuted we endure it. 
 
When we are slandered we respond with grace. 
 
Who are we? We are like the scum of the earth, like everyone’s garbage.  
 
Let that sink in. 
 
Paul – an Apostle – the 13th Apostle – Apostle to the Gentiles. 
 
The man who took the gospel to the world – wrote much of the New Testament. 
 
When you walk into churches and see statues and stained glass of Paul and the 
Apostles – they look clean, happy, well fed, haloes around their heads. 
 
Paul says – here is the real us – the scum of the earth, everyone’s garbage. 
 
If QTC wanted to get real – they could have this as their motto: 
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QTC – we train men and women to serve the church by becoming the scum of 
the earth, everyone’s garbage. 

 
I doubt the registrar of admissions would be rushed off his feet. 
 
Again – let this sink in. 
 
This was the life the Apostle to the Gentiles lived. 
 
Yet, I would like a dollar for every time someone going through a trial or suffering has 
said to me – well I just don’t believe my heavenly Father would want this to happen to 
me? 
 
Very rarely is their trial hunger, thirst, on the streets with no shelter at all, imprisoned 
and facing death. 
 
We are talking a health issue, a financial downturn, a relationship low point, a death 
in the family. 
 
And the thought is – how can God do this … to me? 
 
And I want to answer – do you not believe God is sovereign and can work even 
suffering for good – do you not believe God could have plotted a different path for 
Paul’s life – do think God could do nothing about Jesus’ suffering to the point of death 
on a cross? 
 
What do you really think the Christian life is? 
 
If Jesus the perfect Son lived a life of affliction, poverty, insignificance and suffering – 
you think you have a right to demand something different? 
 
Look I know few want to hear it – but suffering shapes us and prepares us for eternity 
in a way that being full and living as Kings never can. 
 
If what will bring God glory, spread the kingdom, reach the lost is us making sacrifices 
– then we need to say – Your will be done. 
 
The problem is that everything inside us cries – but I don’t want that – I don’t think I 
deserve that – I like the guy telling me I can have my best life now. 
 
I am important – I merit more than this. 
 
No you deserve hell. 
 
But by grace God has given you more – yet truth is – you deserve nothing. 
 
You are royal only because you are united to King Jesus. 
 
And how did they treat Him? They killed Him. 
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How did they treat His Prophets? Hebrews 11:37–38:  
 

They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they died by the sword, they 
wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, destitute, afflicted, and mistreated. 
The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and on 
mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground.  

 
How did they treat His Apostles? 
 
Of the 13 – 12 were martyred and one died in exile. 
 
None lived in palaces as Kings. 
 
They obeyed the command of Jesus to deny themselves and take up their crosses 
and follow Him. 
 
And yet we think we deserve more? 
 
So – what is one trait of Christlike leadership? – Sacrificial example. 
 
Don’t get me wrong here. 
 
Paul’s point is not that the only leaders you should follow are hungry, thirsty, homeless 
and destitute. 
 
No. His point is those who say – I’m a King and you can be a King are the ones not to 
follow. 
 
His point is not that pastors should never be supported – keep them poor and humble. 
In chapter 9 of this book he says to the church – support the workers – provide for 
them materially. 
 
His point is that they have to love Christ more than money. 
 
They have to love people more than fame. 
 
They have to be willing to count the cost. If the cost is hunger, thirst, homelessness 
and destitution – so be it. 
 
Today in our world – so many church leaders have that as their daily lot. 
 
In parts of Africa and Asia and the Middle East – to claim the title pastor puts a target 
on your head. They count the cost. 
 
Their faithfulness does not lead to earthly blessing. 
 
But their sacrificial example makes them true leaders. 
 
This brings us to the second the trait of Christlike leadership: 
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Fatherly Care 
 
Look at verses 14–17:  
 

I’m not writing this to shame you, but to warn you as my dear children. For you 
may have countless instructors in Christ, but you don’t have many fathers. For 
I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Therefore I urge you 
to imitate me. This is why I have sent Timothy to you. He is my dearly loved 
and faithful child in the Lord. He will remind you about my ways in Christ Jesus, 
just as I teach everywhere in every church.  

 
Verses 6-13 sure sound like Paul was shaming them – but he was not. 
 
He is warning them as a father. Following the super apostles will lead to spiritual 
disaster. 
 
They were his children in the faith. He was their spiritual father. He founded the church. 
He led many of them to Christ. 
 
When news came to Paul that the church was divided, immoral, theologically messed 
up and they had an issue with him – he could have said – I wash my hands of them – 
I have enough trouble here at Ephesus. If they don’t want me – fine. 
 
But you don’t write your children off. 
 
If you have a son or daughter who gets mixed up in the wrong crowd – doing drugs, 
breaking the law – you don’t wash your hands of them – you do everything you can to 
get them straightened out. 
 
This was Paul. 
 
He appeals – you may have countless instructors in Christ – people telling you different 
things and pointing you in different directions – but you don’t have many fathers – 
those who led you to Christ – those who truly care for you. 
 
I shared the gospel with you and you turned to Christ. 
 
I am your father – therefore, I urge you – imitate me. 
 
Look at my gospel, my life. See Christ in me. 
 
Wow is that convicting. 
 
Could I say – imitate me? 
 
Some things about my life – yes – other things – please don’t. But I need to change 
those things. 
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Dads, spiritual dads, leaders – does your life reflect Christ such that you can say – 
imitate me – see Christ in me? 
 
I can tell you – very often the reason kids go off the rails is they look at dad and see 
hypocrisy. 
 
Very often the reason church members go off the rails is they look at the leaders and 
see hypocrisy. 
 
If you have fatherly care – then do all in your power so you can say – imitate me as I 
imitate Christ. 
 
Paul wished he could go – he could not – so he sent the next best thing – Timothy. 
 
When you get to chapter 16 we see that Paul is worried about the kind of reception 
the Corinthians will give Timothy. 
 
They might take out their frustration with Paul on Timothy. 
 
But that is how much Paul cared. It cost him to send Timothy. He was worried about 
Timothy. 
 
But he cared enough to send the man who was his son in the faith. 
 
Timothy would remind them of Paul’s ways in Christ and teach as Paul taught in every 
church. 
 
This was not some special Corinthian deal – Christ and him crucified – Christlike 
leadership – this was what Paul taught everywhere. 
 
Last year I shared something with the Elders. After Dave left to plant Logan – I woke 
up one night in a cold sweat. 
 
What if I died? Is there a Timothy here who will love the flock, care for them, teach 
them – point them to Christ? 
 
That moment moved me to spend even more time on finding the right men, training 
the right men and installing the right men. 
 
I can also tell you that this year I told the Elders – God is good – we do have some 
Timothy’s – men I now consider spiritual sons. Men I know love the flock, can shepherd 
the flock and will put the flock ahead of their own interests. 
 
Men who have fatherly care for the flock. 
 
Look for the men who care for the flock like their children – not the ones who see the 
flock as a way to advance their own interests. 
 
That brings us to the third the trait of Christlike leadership: 
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Pastoral Discipline 
 
Verses 18–20:  
 

Now some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to 
you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk, but the power of those 
who are arrogant. For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.  

 
How do you remove ungodly leaders? 
 
Paul had a special responsibility. 
 
As an Apostle of God he appointed Elders in churches – and here it seems he had 
some responsibility for removing ungodly leaders. 
 
It seems some in Corinth were emboldened by the fact that Paul had been gone for a 
couple of years. 
 
The church had foolishly allowed these men to rise to prominence and wreak havoc. 
 
They had built up their power-base, gathered their support and they felt Paul could not 
touch them. 
 
Paul is clear – I am coming – unless God intervenes – I am coming. 
 
And then the truth of those who are arrogant will be revealed. 
 
I will find out whether your talk – your logos – has any power – any dunamis. 
 
These are words Paul has used already. 
 
In chapter 2:4–5 Paul said:  
 

My speech – my logos – and my preaching were not with persuasive words of 
wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power – dunamis, so that your 
faith might not be based on human wisdom but on God’s power – dunamis.  

 
I preached Christ and him crucified. My words led to men and women being converted 
from idolatry. God brought the church into existence. God gifted the church. 
 
That was the dunamis – the power of my logos – my words. 
 
Now I am coming to see the power of your logos – your preaching about man’s 
wisdom, man’s superiority, gifts, money. 
 
Paul has already shown the fruit of that is not power but division. 
 
The church is being destroyed not built up. 
 
The gospel is being tainted not enhanced. 
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Verse 21: 
 

What do you want? Should I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of 
gentleness? 

 
This is an appeal to the church. 
 
Hey Corinthians, don’t wait till I get there – deal with these arrogant dividers now. 
 
I want to come and find a united church giving glory to Christ. 
 
I want to come in a spirit of love and gentleness. I want to come and spend my time 
praising Christ and talking about how the Gentiles are turning from idols to serve 
Christ. 
 
I don’t want to come with a rod – pointing out the super apostles and demanding they 
be removed. 
 
But, don’t get me wrong – I will do it if you don’t. 
 
A true leader will discipline where necessary – even other leaders. 
 
Brothers and sisters – this point is crucial. 
 
I fear for churches that have Elders for life. Get the wrong Elder in and they can wreak 
havoc for life. 
 
I fear for churches with no mechanism to remove ungodly leaders. 
 
We made sure we have those mechanisms. 
 
We are incredibly careful about Elder selection – but we are certainly not infallible with 
it. 
 
Fortunately, we have mechanisms to cope. 
 
The other Elders can remove an Elder. As much as it would hurt – one mark of true 
leadership is that they will not tolerate an ungodly Elder. 1 Timothy 5 speaks to this 
process. 
 
And every two years – all Elders are removed – and only those you – the members – 
affirm are appointed. You can remove an ungodly Elder. 
 
Sometime do a study of all the warnings about leadership in both the Old and New 
Testaments. 
 
It is everywhere. 
 
Why? Because one of the great dangers to the people of God are ungodly leaders. 
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Abuse of pastoral power is a heinous and destructive evil. 
 
It can lead souls astray. 
 
It can lead saints to question the gospel and the goodness of God. 
 
It can turn seekers away. 
 
It can divide and destroy a church in a very short time. 
 
Often – very often – churches look for the wrong thing in leaders. 
 
If Paul were candidating for a church today – I doubt his resume would get looked at 
twice. 
 

He alienates unbelievers. 
 
He is too authoritarian. 
 
He is not a powerful preacher. 
 
He seems to just preach about Christ and the cross. 
 
Many of the churches he planted have had problems. 
 
Most of those churches are small. 
 
He even has issues with other Apostles. 
 
He keeps getting sent to prison. 
 
He is poor and always seems to be asking for money for some cause. 

 
But many of those accusations were also levelled at Jesus. 
 
I remind you – spiritual leaders have very different traits to worldly leaders. 
 
Spiritual success looks very different to worldly success. 
 
So I implore you – perhaps the most important duty you have as a member of this 
church is to make sure the men leading this church have the traits of spiritual 
leadership. 
 
Not perfection – but certainly an aroma of Christ – a striving to imitate Christ – a cross 
centred leadership. 

 
Sacrificial Example 
Fatherly Care 
Pastoral Discipline 
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The Apostle Peter summed this up so well. 1 Peter 5:1–3: 
 

I exhort the elders among you as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of 
Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory about to be revealed: Shepherd 
God’s flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but willingly, as God 
would have you; not out of greed for money but eagerly; not lording it over those 
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  
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What True Leadership Looks Like 

(1 Corinthians 4:6-21  May 5, 2019) 
 
Main Point: The true spiritual leader will model the traits of Christ 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. What are the traits the world looks for in a successful leader? 
 
2. Why are the traits of a spiritual leader different? 
 
3. What is the ‘prosperity gospel’? 

 
4. Why has it become so popular in many churches? What empowers this teaching? 

 
5. Where does the prosperity gospel look for support in terms of biblical texts and 

theology? 
 

6. Why is the idea that we are Kings now not correct? 
 

7. Why is this teaching so dangerous? Why is it wrong? 
 

8. Why is the sacrificial example of Jesus and the Apostles so important for 
leadership? 

 
9. How can God use sacrifice and suffering to shape our lives? 

 
10. Why is the love of a father so important in a leader? 

 
11. Why is the courage to make hard decisions like removing a leader so important? 

What happens if you don’t remove them? 
 

12. What are the marks of a healthy church with good leadership? 
 
 
Application Questions: 
 
1. How does verse 7 crush any semblance of pride we might have? 
 
2. How can we remove the pull of the prosperity gospel from our hearts? 
 
3. Why is fatherly example so crucial not just in the church but in the home? How can 

we make sure we are more like Christ? 
 

4. What do you look for when it comes time to affirm an Elder in the church? 
 
 


