
 1 

Cancer In The Church 
(1 Corinthians 5:2-13 May 26, 2019) 

 

 
 
When I was 22 – I was putting on scrubs in the operating theatre changerooms at the 
hospital. 
 
My registrar at the time said – you know – I don’t like the look of that spot on your 
back. 
 
He cut it out later that day. 
 
It came back as a level 2 melanoma. 
 
So, he took me back to theatre and cut out a lot more. 
 
I have a nasty scar on my back – but I am ever so thankful he said something. That 
cancer would have killed me. 
 
I had no idea that spot was there – so I am glad he said – hey you do know you have 
a spot there? 
 
And I am glad I didn’t say – Oh do I? – thanks but I’m not worried about it – I don’t 
think I need to do anything. 
 
Cancer is a killer. You deal with cancer by cutting it out. 
 
In the same way, sin is a cancer in the life of the church – and it has to be cut out. 
 
Sin entered the world when Adam rebelled, and it will only be eradicated when Jesus 
returns. 

Cancer In The Church

— 1 Corinthians 5:2-13 —
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But the coming of Jesus gave Christians the power to fight sin. 
 
And fight it we must because sin is spiritual cancer and left unchecked it will kill us and 
our church. 
 
We saw last week that one of the most loving things we can do as a fellowship of 
believers is to point out sin and help the church fight this monster. 
 
Dealing with sin – through church discipline – that is where we are at in our study of 1 
Corinthians. 
 
A reminder of where we are. We are making our way through this book where Paul is 
dealing with some men and women who put themselves forward as teachers – 
pronounced some rather divisive teachings – attached some prominent names to their 
teaching and as a result the church was left divided and in grave danger. 
 
We have seen that Paul’s answer is: 
 
Cross-centred wisdom for flawed saints. 
 
Paul’s answer was to preach Christ and the cross. 
 
After the introduction we began looking at Paul’s response to the reports which came 
from Chloe’s people. 
 
These reports dealt with two issues: 
 
Divisions and Depravity. 
 
We are looking at the second issue – depravity. 
 
How do you deal with depravity when it gets into the church? Basically Paul says – 
you deal with it through church discipline. 
 
Yet, the church in Corinth had not just let a little bit of sin in – they had opened the 
door to some truly sick depravity. 
 
Last time we looked at 1 Corinthians 5:1 where Paul tells us the issue he is dealing 
with:  
 

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and the kind 
of sexual immorality that is not even tolerated among the Gentiles—a man is 
sleeping with his father’s wife.  

 
A man in the church was sleeping with his father’s wife – his step-mother – and the 
church had not acted. 
 
The world knew this was wrong. Jews knew this was wrong – Gentiles knew this was 
wrong. 
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The word sexual immorality here is the word pornea. 
 
This word refers to any sexual relationship or sexual activity outside the marriage bond 
of husband and wife. 
 
It is a broad word that means we are talking about sex before marriage, adultery, 
polygamy, bestiality, homosexuality, incest and much more. Sex done any way other 
than how God designed it. 
 
Any pornea – any immorality is bad and needs to be dealt with – but the Corinthians 
were not just tolerating garden variety immorality – a young couple struggling to wait 
for marriage – a married man falling into lust – no – Paul says you guys have a man 
in your church who is sleeping with his father’s wife – and you are not doing anything 
about it! 
 
We don’t know the exact circumstances. Was the father dead and the son had married 
the father’s wife? Is the father still living and the son is just sleeping with her? 
 
Regardless, we are not talking debatable sin here. We are talking something even the 
world realizes is wrong. 
 
But, what is totally mind blowing is that there was a faction in the church at Corinth 
saying – this is fine for Christians – and in fact were boasting at their sexual liberty. 
 
So the question is – how do you deal with such unrepentant depravity in the church? 
 
Paul tells them: 
 
Remove from your congregation – remove from your membership – anyone who 
does this. 
 
This loving process of protection for Christians and the church is called church 
discipline. 
 
In chapter 5 and chapter 6 Paul is dealing with holiness. 
 
Today we finish our study of his first command: 
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Love others enough to discipline severe sin in the church 5:1-13 
 
And the point of this passage – the point of this morning’s message is this: 
 
Failing to lovingly deal with sin puts any Christian and any church in grave 
danger. 
 
Failing to lovingly deal with sin puts any Christian and any church in grave 
danger. 
 
Here is how this chapter breaks up: 
 

 

Love others enough to discipline severe sin in the 
church 5:1-13 

Love others enough to discipline trivial sin in the 
church 6:1-11 

Love the Lord enough to glorify God in our bodies 
6:12-20

Lovingly practice church discipline: 

   For the good of the sinner 2-5 

   For the good of the church 6-8 

   For the good of the world 9-13

Love others enough to discipline severe sin in the 
church 5:1-13 

Love others enough to discipline trivial sin in the 
church 6:1-11 

Love the Lord enough to glorify God in our bodies 
6:12-20
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Lovingly practice church discipline 
 

For the good of the sinner 2-5 
 
For the good of the church 6-8 
 
For the good of the world 9-13 

 
I know that the very word discipline carries a negative connotation. 
 
If you say you discipline your children – heads turn and faces turn to concern – and in 
some places it is actually illegal. 
 
Yet the Bible says – if you love a child you will discipline them. 
 
Why? So they will be trained in righteousness. So they will not stray into behaviours 
that will harm them or bring their family into disrepute. 
 
A parent who raises a child with no self-control, who is completely self-centred, who 
does not care for others has not blessed that child or those that child will encounter. If 
you don’t believe that – ask our primary school teachers. 
 
In the same way – church discipline is not punitive – it is correctional – the goal is to 
protect and restore. We aim for repentance and ultimately salvation. 
 
It is for the good of the sinner, the church and the world. It is one of the most loving 
things we can do. 
 
True love is not just smiles and kind words. True love means we will confront sin to 
protect our brothers and our church. 
 
God has always dealt with sin in His people. 
 
When Adam and Eve were first created – God looked and said it is very good. 
 
Sin entered so they were cast out from God’s presence. A cherub was stationed to 
keep the sinners out of the place of a holy God. God cannot co-exist with sin. 
 
One day God will finally deal with sin. Revelation 21 gives us a picture of the time 
when Christ’s work is done. We see the church – holy at last – entering the new earth 
where there is no sin – to dwell once again with our ever holy God. 
 
But right now – in the time between Eden and the New Jerusalem – God continues to 
deal with sin. 
 
As God’s people we are called to be holy because He is holy. 
 
There are so many tools God gave us to help us fight sin and live holy. 
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The Spirit of God, the word of God, the armour of God. 
 
But one of the most powerful is – the church of God. You! 
 
In 1 Corinthians – Paul writes to a local church and one of the issues he addresses is 
– how to deal with sin – how to be holy. 
 
To help us grasp what Paul is doing – I want you to imagine a spectrum of moral 
action. 
 

 
 
At one end we have the purest of actions. 
 

Jesus giving up His life for His enemies. 
 
Then in the black we have the worst of offenses. 
 

Those who murdered the innocent Son of God. 
 
In between we have a spectrum of moral actions. 
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Some activities are fine – even healthy and commendable. 
 
Some activities are just plain wrong. 
 
And then there are a group of activities that are grey – somewhat iffy – some Christians 
would choose to do them, some wouldn’t. 
 
How do we deal with this in the real world that you and I live in? 
 
Here is what we are going to see – in chapters 8-10 of 1 Corinthians Paul will give us 
principles for navigating our way through the grey areas of life. 
 
Basically he says this: 
 
Remove yourself from the grey to glorify God 
 
But what about issues that are clearly sin? 
 
We are not talking – how do we deal with someone with questionable TV viewing – 
we are talking how do we deal with someone in deep moral, unrepentant sin. 
 
In 1 Corinthians chapters 5-6, Paul tells us how to deal with this kind of sin – sin that 
eats up a church and tarnishes its reputation. 
 
What Paul command us to do is: 
 
Remove evil from the church to glorify God 
 
Get it out of the church. 
 
Either the person repents and stops the depravity or you remove them from the church. 
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Either way – the evil is removed from the fellowship of the saints. 
 
And Paul is clear – this is in fact one of the most loving things a church can do. 
 
We begin with this first point: 
 
Lovingly practice church discipline: 
 

For the good of the sinner 2-5 
 
This is one of the most loving things you can do for a brother or a sister. 
 
Look at 1 Corinthians 5:2:  
 

And you are arrogant! Shouldn’t you be filled with grief and remove from your 
congregation the one who did this?  

 
What is incredibly distressing to Paul is not just the fact that the leaders and members 
of the church were arrogant and had not acted to deal with this depravity – in fact they 
were boasting about it! 
 
Verse 6: 
 

Your boasting is not good. 
 
Instead of being heartbroken that this was occurring in the church – they were arrogant 
and boasting about it. 
 
How does this happen? 
 
Last week we saw that it happens when you have a poor theology of the holiness of 
God and the depravity of man. 
 
Bad theology leads to bad practices. 
 
Some in that church had found ways to actually champion depravity. 
 
And Paul is absolutely appalled. 
 
Instead of boasting about your sin you should be filled with grief – mourning that this 
could happen. 
 
The name of Christ is being dishonoured – I am in Ephesus and I heard the reports 
about this – surely the non-Christians know what is going on and what do they think? 
 
They see the church tolerating sin that they would not partake in. How can we tell them 
they need to be saved from their sin? 
 
Grieve for the person in sin. They are destroying themselves. 



 9 

 
Grieve for the church – this may destroy our fellowship from within. 
 
Grieve for the world – your testimony is worthless. 
 
So – remove from your congregation the one who did this! 
 
We saw last week that proper Church discipline is a process. But here in verses 2-5, 
Paul is insistent that when it reaches the stage of removing an unrepentant sinner from 
the congregation the church has to ensure that there is a: 
 

 
 

• Biblical standard 
• Corporate affirmation 
• Divine authority 
• Salvation goal 

 
There has to be a biblical standard. 
 
Verse 3: 
 

Even though I am absent in the body, I am present in spirit. As one who is 
present with you in this way, I have already pronounced judgment on the one 
who has been doing such a thing. 

 
At this time in Corinth – there was no New Testament. No authoritative outline of how 
the move from Old Covenant to New Covenant affects our relationship to the Law and 
how we live. 
 
Under the Old Covenant you could not eat pork or work on the Sabbath. 
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The coming of Christ changed things – those are no longer issues for the children of 
God. 
 
But, what about homosexuality or adultery – are they now permissible after Christ? 
 
Were the Corinthian teachers right? 
 
What is the standard? 
 
At this time before the Scriptures were written, God communicated what living as a 
child of God after the death of Messiah was like through His Apostles and Prophets. 
 
Paul was an Apostle responsible for that church. 
 
He may not have been physically present – but he wanted them to know – his authority 
as an Apostle – not their flawed theology was the standard. 
 
As an Apostle – he pronounced judgment on this man committing incest. 
 
It was wrong under the Old Covenant – it is wrong now – it is sin. 
 
Today – we don’t have Apostles. We do have the New Testament. We have the full 
and final revelation of God. 
 
So when the church assembles for this final stage of removal – sin significant enough 
to warrant removal can definitively be identified by the authority of Scripture. 
 
It is not that Jason and Demetrius think this is wrong or this is OK. 
 
It is not that the world thinks this is wrong or this is OK. 
 
The standard is – what does God think about this? 
 
Does the Bible say this is sin? 
 
There also has to be – corporate affirmation. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus. 
 
The whole assembled church is involved in this final step. 
 
The decision to remove a member is not made and executed away from scrutiny. That 
is a recipe for abuse. 
 
Nor can the one being removed say – it is witch hunt – a few leaders with agendas 
are using this to remove me. 
 
It is a solemn step done with the scrutiny and affirmation of the church. 
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The whole body gathers, the leaders tell the church what the sin is – why they have 
determined this is serious enough to warrant this action – what the steps have been 
to this point – who has gone to plead from them to turn – and that despite this the 
person has steadfastly refused to turn from their sin. 
 
This stops it being done by a small cabal with an axe to grind – people with an agenda. 
It holds the leadership accountable to their actions. 
 
It stops discipline being used as punishment or for control. 
 
It is also to be done under – divine authority. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

And I am with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus. 
 
In Matthew 18:15-20 Jesus commanded the church to remove a sinner who refuses 
to repent – and this is done with the authority and power of Christ Himself. 
 
Church discipline is not some weird thing that a few fundamental, legalistic churches 
do. 
 
Nor is it an option that churches can decide – we will or won’t do it. 
 
Jesus Himself commanded His church to always lovingly practice church discipline by 
the authority of the King Himself. 
 
Finally, it is to be done with a – Salvation goal. Verse 5: 
 

Hand that one over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord.  

 
When someone acts like an unbeliever and has no godly desires – Paul says the same 
as Jesus – then you need to assume they are not some believer struggling with sin – 
they are a deceived unbeliever who needs salvation. 
 
The loving thing is to confront them so that they might be saved. 
 
How do we do this? 
 
We remove the unrepentant sinner from the protection, the fellowship, the 
encouragement of the church and hand them over to the world – the sphere of 
influence where Satan holds sway. 
 
We do this for the destruction of their flesh. Flesh here is that part of him – that weak 
part in all of us – that desires sin more than Christ. 
 
The church is not the world. 
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The church has nice, tolerant, people who are forgiving and seek the best interests of 
others. 
 
We support, we bear burdens, we love – we are there in the tough times. 
 
You get handed over to Satan – and the world is not a pleasant place. It is dog eat 
dog – every man for himself. 
 
They don’t forgive or forget. 
 
The world has the pleasures of sin – but these are fleeting and are soon replaced by 
deep bitterness. 
 
Someone who is used to the love and support of the church will find the world a cold, 
cruel place. 
 
The hope is that they will realise that the pleasures of sin are not worth it – either now 
or eternally. 
 
The hope is that those handed over to Satan will repent – become truly saved – so 
that on the last day they will not be lost. 
 
Church discipline is never done lightly. It is a solemn moment. We examine our own 
lives. We realise the extent of our sin. We realise how much we need Christ. 
 
That is why church discipline is for the good of the sinner. 
 
The Scriptures are clear – if someone loves their sin more than Jesus – if someone 
refuses to hate their sin and deal with it – then they are most likely not a Christian – 
their faith is false. 
 
If they just stay part of the church – if no one confronts them – no one questions their 
life, their testimony, their salvation – they will die and hear – who are you? I never 
knew you. 
 
That is eternally unloving. 
 
It is loving to gently warn, encourage, confront and if necessary remove them with the 
hope that they will repent. 
 
In this church we have only had to remove unrepentant sinners a couple of times and 
unfortunately we have not seen them repent and be restored. 
 
But in the 2,000 years of church history this process has borne much fruit. Men and 
women who have loved their sin – have been banished to the world and realized that 
the world has no answers – it is a horrible place to be. They have repented of their sin 
and returned to fellowship of the saints and even more importantly returned to the love 
and salvation of Christ. 
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If you love someone – you will discipline them – with the hope that they will be saved 
on that final day. 
 
But it is not only for the good of the individual. 
 
We need to lovingly practice church discipline: 
 

For the good of the church 6-8. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:6–8:  
 

Your boasting is not good. (Wow – what an understatement). Don’t you know 
that a little leaven leavens the whole batch of dough? Clean out the old leaven 
so that you may be a new unleavened batch, as indeed you are. For Christ our 
Passover lamb has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us observe the feast, not with 
old leaven or with the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth.  

 
When God was preparing to deliver Israel from Egypt, He gave very specific 
commands for the Israelites and for all those who would follow. 
 
Exodus 12:19 says that:  
 

Yeast must not be found in your houses for seven days. If anyone eats 
something leavened, that person, whether a resident alien or native of the land, 
must be cut off from the community of Israel.  

 
Before the Passover lamb was sacrificed – every scrap of yeast and every scrap of 
leaven had to be removed from the house. 
 
Leaven was bit of dough that contained yeast – and you kept it aside – so when you 
made the next batch of dough you added the leaven – then it would ferment and 
spread the yeast throughout the whole new batch of dough. 
 
Think about what this command means. 
 
God said – if any of My people fail to clean out every scrap of leaven, every bit of yeast 
– and they eat something with it in – they are to be cut off from Israel. 
 
What does this mean? Many scholars think to be cut off from Israel means to be put 
to death. 
 
Others say it means banishment. You remove them from family, friends, 
acquaintances – throw them out of the nation – permanently. 
 
It probably did mean kill them – but either way – this is serious punishment. 
 
You read this and think the punishment is way beyond the crime. 
 
This sounds more like the penalty for mass murder not for sneaking a bit of bread. 
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The leaders of Israel find someone missed a bit of leaven – it contaminated their loaf 
– so they are stoned – or driven into the wilderness to never be seen again. 
 
Why? 
 
There is a point to this command. 
 
In Scripture leaven pictures the insidiousness of sin – and in particular how its 
influence can permeate and spread. 
 
So the Jews were to remove every scrap of leaven as a sign of their cleansing and 
commitment to a holy God. 
 
If you knew the penalty for missing some leaven was death – I tell you – your house 
would be spotless before Passover. No leaven. 
 
In the same way if a sinner knew the penalty for unrepentant sin was eternal death – 
I tell you – they would strive to deal with sin. No leaven. 
 
After removing the leaven – then the Passover lamb would be sacrificed. The meal 
was eaten with unleavened bread – a new unleavened batch. 
 
Again – the issue was not the leaven – the issue was sin. 
 
This was a picture of God’s people purifying themselves and committing themselves 
to holiness. 
 
That is why the punishment is so severe – because sin is so serious and so dangerous. 
 
Paul says – don’t think this was just for Israel – this is true of the church as well. 
 
If we don’t remove every defiling sin – the leaven of that sin will spread throughout the 
whole church. 
 
If we have a young dating couple – and it becomes known that they are involved 
sexually – what would happen if we just did nothing? 
 
What would happen if we said – look we know it’s not ideal but hey – they are going 
to marry anyway, if we make a fuss they will leave the church and their parents will 
kick up a fuss and probably leave too, and the members will say really that was not 
the way to handle it – and the world will think we are weird prudes if we disciplined 
that – I mean they are getting married – so let’s do nothing the wedding is coming. 
 
I can tell you exactly what would happen – every other dating couple would realise –
Oh – so the leadership doesn’t think sex before marriage is real sin – why should we 
struggle – let’s give in to our desires. 
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And then if we said to the man who explodes with anger – that is sin – he would say – 
really! – you let that couple sleep together, but you want to tell me my anger is wrong 
– yeah right – don’t talk to me you hypocrites. 
 
And sin would run unchecked through the church. 
 
If you don’t believe that – you are living in denial and naivety. 
 
We have to clean out all sin – so that we can be what the death of Christ called us to 
be – unleavened – a holy people. 
 
When we gather to celebrate Christ – we must not do so with the leaven of sin in our 
midst – sin like malice and other forms of evil – instead we must strive for unleavened 
holiness – like sincerity and truth. 
 
Brothers and sisters – our hearts are wicked and deceitful. 
 
We push the boundaries of sin. 
 
We rely on grace to cover our sin. 
 
Any church that tolerates sin might as well put up a sign – everything is permissible 
here – come on in. 
 
I personally know of two churches in this city that decided not to deal with immorality 
in their youth and both were devasted by sin that spread throughout the church. 
 
One church has divided over the issue – the other has had many leave the faith or 
move to other churches. 
 
Show me a church that tolerates sin and I assure you its days are numbered – mature 
Christians will not stay in it – and Satan will have a field day within it. Revelation 2:5 
says Christ will remove its lampstand – destroy it – its days are numbered. 
 
John MacArthur put it this way: 
 

The results of ignoring church discipline are catastrophic. Gross public sin is 
overlooked, ignored, and tolerated. The fellowship of believers deteriorates to 
the point where it’s indistinguishable from the unbelieving world. God’s people 
forfeit the credibility of their testimony. And self-deceived sinners happily 
remain in the local church, unaware of their need for true repentance and faith. 

 
For the good of the church – lovingly practice church discipline or as John Dagg put 
it, “When discipline leaves a church, Christ goes with it.” 
 
Finally: 
 
We need to lovingly practice church discipline: 
 

For the good of the world 9-13. 
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If we tolerate sin – our testimony to the world is worthless. 
 
We are called to be salt and light to a lost world. If we tolerate sin – we have lost our 
saltiness and covered our light. 
  
Verse 9:  
 

I wrote to you in a letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. 
 
It seems Paul had already had some reports about the immorality in the church. 
 
He wrote and commanded them – do not associate with sexually immoral people. 
 
It seems some had said – hey did you hear Paul’s absurd advice – stay away from 
any association with – pornos people – sexually immoral people? 
 
Yeah right – If I did that I couldn’t walk down the street, couldn’t visit the market, 
couldn’t see my family without associating with immoral people. 
 
That is true. The world does not live by our standards. 
 
Among the staff in the operating theatre I work in – many live with their boyfriend or 
girlfriend. 
 
Several of the shops I visit have many who work who are open about their lifestyle. 
 
If you were to have no interaction with immoral people – you could never walk out your 
door – and better hope no one ever visited. 
 
Paul says – don’t you think I know this. Verse 10: 
 

I did not mean the immoral people of this world or the greedy and swindlers or 
idolaters; otherwise you would have to leave the world. 

 
I don’t know if Paul was deliberately misrepresented – or the people were just plain 
stupid. 
 
I suspect they misrepresented him. 
 
You can’t live in this world without rubbing shoulders with people who live in sin. 
 
Unmarried couples living together, homosexual couples, adulterers – let alone all the 
other sinners – the greedy – the swindlers – the idolaters. 
 
Paul says – I was not talking about the world – I was talking about the church. 
 
Verse 11: 
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But actually, I wrote you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a brother 
or sister and is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a 
drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. 

 
If someone lives like an unbeliever – treat them like an unbeliever. 
 
Association – fellowship – community. These are the things we do not do with an 
unrepentant sinner. 
 
We don’t have them over for a meal – we don’t go to their house – we don’t ignore 
their sin. 
 
They have to be made to feel like an outsider. 
 
I know some say – let them come to the church and to home group so they can hear 
the preaching of the Word and be convicted – just remove them from the official 
membership. 
 
No! They have heard the Word and rejected it. 
 
If someone has significant sin – sin that should grieve them – and they refuse to repent 
– we can’t just affirm them as a believer by keeping them in the church. Their 
profession of faith cannot be validated. 
 
If they are sitting in the pews, most of them will think they are saved – I know I struggle 
with sin but the leaders are too zealous – and others in the church will think they are 
saved – so they are a danger to themselves – to the church – and also to the watching 
world. 
 
They need to feel the disfellowship of the church and the power of being handed over 
to Satan. 
 
We must treat them as an unbeliever. We must declare to the world – no – this is not 
how believers live. 
 
Verses 12-13: 
 

For what business is it of mine to judge outsiders? Don’t you judge those who 
are inside? God judges outsiders. Remove the evil person from among you.  

 
Israel was called out of the world to be a holy people. 
 
Israel was a holy nation – a theocracy – a people under God. 
 
Israel’s King was not just the political ruler – he was meant to be God’s representative 
to the people. 
 
Israel was given commands to set them apart from the nations. The nations thought 
Israel’s Law was foolish – no pork or prawns, no work on Saturdays, no wearing 
garments of mixed cloth, no intermarrying – who are these weirdos? 
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They are God’s weridos! That is the point. 
 
When they entered a land – they were to drive out the nations there – they must not 
leave any of them so they would not be polluted by the idolatry and sin of the world. 
 
But, they were not given authority over the nations. 
 
David could drive out the Philistines. He could not command the Philistines as they 
fled – hey by the way –  keep God’s Law. 
 
But he was to command the people of Israel to do so – and more than that – God said 
– if they fail to be holy remove the evil person from among you. 
 
This is a repeated phrase – that means put them to death. 
 
God was serious about sin and Israel and the world needed to know it. 
 
I guarantee that if a few of the surrounding nations had a copy of the Law they would 
sit with a few ales laughing about it. 
 
Hey here is a good one – check out Deuteronomy 21:18–21:  
 

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father or 
mother (and who doesn’t) … take hold of him and bring him to the elders of his 
city, then all the men of his city will stone him to death. You must purge the evil 
from you.  

 
Forget going to war against Israel – all we have to do is wait one generation – they 
are going to kill every one of their kids. 
 
The Law makes no sense to the world. Israel had no authority to force the Law on the 
world. 
 
The hope was the world would say – that nation is different – that nation has to be the 
people of God and join them. 
 
How does this relate to the church? 
 
The world thinks we are nuts. They do. 
 
Consider today. We choose to come on a beautiful day listening to a long talk from a 
very outdated book. We sing old songs together. We choose to give our hard earned 
money to the church. 
 
More than that – we choose to not do things the world says are fun – simply because 
out God says – Thou shalt not. 
 
Adultery – pre-marital sex – homosexuality – they can’t fathom we say these are sin. 
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How do we overcome this? By being a holy people. 
 
If we follow the Word – the one thing they will learn is – we are serious about sin. 
 
Look, we are not a theocracy. We are led by pastors not by Kings. 
 
No pastor has any legal right to pass civil judgment on those in the church. 
 
So, fortunately for you – not only can we not kill you for sin – we can’t even lock you 
up – flog you – or fine you. 
 
Here is the extent of our authority. All the church can do is judge insiders by removing 
them from the fellowship and declaring them as outsiders. 
 
That is it! 
 
And in relation to the world – we don’t get to judge them at all. 
 
We have no authority to kill them, lock them up, flog them or fine them – even for 
things they agree is sin. That is for the civil magistrate. 
 
And since they are already outside the church we can’t remove them. 
 
I hope you are not shocked to find that the world is not quaking in its boots at the 
thought that Grace Bible Church Holland Park thinks they are outsiders. 
 
Now don’t miss what this does and does not mean. 
 
In the church – notice we are to judge. 
 
I know many of you struggle to call out sin in others because you don’t want to judge. 
 
I hear it all the time – you shall not judge. That is out of context. 
 
Paul says – you have to judge. If you love – judge. Don’t let sin consume them or the 
church – love them and deal with it. 
 
In terms of the world – it does not mean we fail to be salt and light. 
 
It does not mean we fail to call out sin and call our world to repentance. 
 
It does not mean we fail to say – this is the gospel – this is what the God of all creation 
demands. 
 
But, it means we have no way of enforcing it. 
 
The plan of God is that we are such light that the world says – they must have the 
truth. 
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So if we are calling them to the light – we absolutely better be making sure we are 
dealing with sin in the church. 
 
Here is the tragedy. What does the world think about us? 
 
They think we are hypocrites – calling them out for living together as consensual 
couples while tolerating paedophiles in our pews. 
 
That is what they think – and if you doubt it – ask them. 
 
The world thinks we protect our own while calling them out for things they cannot 
believe we could think are actually sinful. 
 
So, if we are not striving to be a holy people – living as God called us – putting off sin 
and putting on Christ – whatever testimony we do have is eviscerated. 
 
And that is tragic for the world. 
 
Imagine an influenza pandemic sweeping the world and a group of scientists come 
out with a syringe saying – this is the immunization that will save you. 
 
But then you notice they are coughing and sneezing – so why isn’t it helping you? 
 
We don’t like needles – this is for you – not for us. 
 
You would not trust them or their immunization. You would say – that might make me 
an anti-vaxer. 
 
The world needs to know – we take sin seriously – and we have the only answer – 
Christ. 
 
We need to be holy as God is holy. We are serious about sin. 
 
We need to be a people who strive to be what God calls us to be. 
 
Paul understood what sin in the church meant for their testimony. 
 
Let me frame this for you. 
 
Corinth was no conservative prudish city. 
 
It was at the base of a hill which had a temple on it – filled with cult prostitutes. 
 
Homosexuality was rife. Adultery and fornication were happening everywhere. Even 
some types of paedophilia were tolerated. 
 
But it was not – anything goes. They had standards. They had lines their society 
determined was unacceptable to cross. 
 
Yet the church crossed them. 
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What witness could they possibly have? The church was so like the world they had 
nothing Corinth found attractive. 
 
How could that church call on anyone to turn from their idols and sin? 
 
God weeps. Ephesians 1:4:  
 

For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and 
blameless in love before him.  

 
Mark Dever put it this way: 
 

Church discipline is a powerful tool in evangelism. People notice when our lives 
are different, especially when there’s a whole community of people whose lives 
are different – not people whose lives are perfect, but whose lives are marked 
by genuinely trying to love God and love one another. When churches are seen 
as conforming to the world, it makes our evangelistic task all the more difficult.  

 
Practice church discipline – for the good of the world. 
 
Brothers and sisters, sin is the greatest danger we face. 
 
Sin will kill families, marriages, relationships and churches. 
 
Sin will kill us eternally. 
 
Sin kills our witness before the world. 
 
So, one of the most loving acts we can do is to lovingly, gently, with self-examination 
– call out sin in others and in the church. 
 
The Elders are committed to this. 
 
You members have said we are committed to this. 
 
Sin has come in our midst before and will again. We are a fellowship of sinners. But 
when serious sin – unrepentant sin enters – we must not fail to act. 
 
Discipline is difficult, painful, and causes us to grieve. It is not that we do not love the 
one in sin – we discipline them because we care deeply for them, and we care deeply 
for Christ, His church, and the watching world. 
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Cancer In The Church 
(1 Corinthians 5:2-13 May 26, 2019) 

 
Main Point: Failing to lovingly deal with sin puts any Christian and any church 
in grave danger. 
 
 
General Questions: 
 
1. In what ways is church discipline good for the sinner? 

 
2. When the stage of removing someone from the church is reached why must there 

be a: 
 

• Biblical standard 
• Corporate affirmation 
• Divine authority 
• Salvation goal 

 
3. What does it mean to hand someone over to Satan? How can this lead to their 

salvation? 
 

4. In what ways is church discipline good for the church? 
 
5. Why is God so concerned with holiness? 
 
6. What happens if sin is not dealt with in a church? 

 
7. What does it mean for Christ to remove the lampstand of a church for sin 

(Revelation 2:5)? 
 

8. In what ways is church discipline good for the world? 
 
9. What are the limits of a church’s authority over members? How can we punish 

sinning member’s? 
 

10. What are the limits of a church’s authority over those in the world? Can we punish 
sinners in the world? 

 
11. What does it mean to judge those in the church? 

 
12. What interactions are we to have with a member removed from fellowship in the 

church? 
 

13. How does our holiness become a testimony to the world and an asset to our 
evangelism? 

 
14. How is church discipline loving? 
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Application Questions: 
 
1. What sins do you think are serious enough to warrant removal from a church? 

 
2. What would be the effects for you of being cut off from church fellowship? 

 
3. Why do churches struggle to discipline sin? Have you seen the effects of this in 

churches? 
 
4. What would be the effects on you of a church disciplining someone for sin – or 

failing to discipline obvious sin? 
 
5. How do you think the world views the church? How do we overcome this? 
 
 
 


