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A HUMBLE GOD 
(Phil. 2:5-11  July 22, 2001) 

 
Let’s play word associations. I say a word and you see what is the first thing that comes 
to your mind. For example – I say cat – you might think of – dog. Ready … 
 

Almighty? 
Powerful? 
Strong? 

 
What did you think of? It may well have been that the thought of ‘God’ came to mind. 
And well it should. The picture of God found in passages like Exodus 3, Isaiah 6 and 
Ezekiel 1 – exude power and majesty. 
 
However, chances are that the word ‘Humble’ did not spring to mind. To most people, 
power and might do not go together with humility and sacrifice. 
 
But what if I played the same game, but gave you these words: 
 

Humble? 
Servant? 
Sacrificial? 

 
Chances are that the thought of Christ came to mind. We think of God as powerful and 
Christ as humble. 
 
But here is the wonder of Christianity. Christ is God. The One who died on the cross 
of Calvary is the One who appeared to Isaiah in unimaginable splendour and power. 
The One who washed the feet of the disciples is the One who flung the stars into place. 
 
Here is the glory of Christianity – our God is humble. Humility is divine. 
 
And we share this glory with no other philosophy or religion. Allah is many things. But 
he is not humble. Krishna is never thought of as in the same orbit as humility. Zeus, 
Odin, Thor, Apollo, Caesar – the gods of the pagans are always pictured as powerful. 
 
Humility in a god of the world is seen as weakness. And a god dying for men seems 
outside the realms of reality. 
 
But the glory of Christianity is the truth that perfection is both power and humility, 
meekness and majesty, wrath and love, God the Father and God the Son. 
 
Today we look at a passage that is one of the greatest treasures in all of Christendom. 
The great passage on our humble God. But a passage that has sparked more debate 
than almost any other passage. Our passage is Philippians 2:5-11: 
 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although 
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
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made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. For 
this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those 
who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Unfortunately, this passage is so often taken in isolation from the book of Philippians. 
There are huge monographs on this passage. They look at the nature of the kenosis 
– God emptying Himself to become a man. They look at its teaching on the atonement. 
They argue as to whether this is a hymn or not? Did Paul write it or not? Does it 
describe a two-stage or three stage Christology? Is its Sitz im Leben Aramaic, 
Hellenistic-Jewish-Christian or Hellenistic-Gentile? Is there a Gnostic redeemer or 
heavenly man myth in the background? 
 
And in one sense these things have a degree of importance. But the truth is that none 
of these get to the heart of why Paul wrote these lines. The fact of Christ humbling 
Himself is far more important than the exact nature of His humiliation. The reality of 
His final exaltation is more relevant than how many stages there are in this process. 
The truth that Jesus was both fully God and fully man is more crucial than 
understanding how this could be. 
 
So, this morning – I want to get at the heart of this passage without a long excursus 
on these technical matters. 
 
Why did Paul write these words? 
 
Consider what is going on here. Paul is in prison. Some of the Philippians are in prison. 
Others are suffering for their faith. 
 
In Philippi the cult of emperor worship was incredibly strong and well grounded. Nero 
commanded that he be publicly acknowledged as lord and saviour. It was to him or to 
his likeness that every knee bowed and every tongue confessed allegiance at public 
ceremonies. 
 
A Christian would never assent to this. So they were bitterly persecuted. From a 
human perspective – things are about as bad as it gets. 
 
There were statues of Nero everywhere. One could travel to Rome to see Nero in all 
his splendour. His agents ruled the empire. His armies enforced the pax Romana. 
Nero ruled the known world with absolute power and everyone knew it. 
 
On the other hand Christ no longer walked this world. There were no statues of Him 
adorning the city. At the time, there were not even churches and cathedrals and 
basilicas to His glory. Even when Christ walked this world, He did not walk in worldly 
power – He was a poor man from an enslaved country who died as a common criminal. 
 
The stark contrast had to have some of the Philippians wondering – is Christ really 
God. How can a God die in shame and humiliation? Where is the power and majesty 
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of a true God? Most of the world thinks we are crazy – maybe we are? Why suffer so 
much for a God who lets us live in shame and humiliation? 
 
So Paul wrote verses 5-11 of chapter 2. And he has two reasons for writing these 
verses. He wants us to know that: 
 
1. The place of a Christian in this life is the place of humility. And as it was for Christ, 

humility is powerful. 
 
In verses 3 and 4 Paul had urged the Philippians to build unity through humility of mind 
and looking out for the interests of others. 
 
But humility is so unnatural – so difficult – it seems so weak and impotent. The world 
exalts power. Even the church gravitates to power. If we had to choose one person to 
be converted and become a member of this church – we might pick Pat Rafter or John 
Howard or Kerry Packer – because they have a degree of worldly power. 
 
But God works through the humble – the weak, the foolish the despised. 
 
And this is such a hard lesson for us. So Paul points to our humble God – Christ. Christ 
did not come as Caesar Nero – He came as Jesus of Nazareth. He did not conquer 
with an army like Alexander. He conquered by humbling Himself to the point of death 
– even death on the shameful cross. But in His humiliation – there was power – power 
beyond imaginiation. The power to restore a fallen world. 
 
We often throw about the term ‘Christlike.’ I want to be more Christlike. But usually we 
think of this in terms of being holy, loving, prayerful. We don’t often think of it in terms 
of humility and choosing to give up our privileges. 
 
But humility is a part of the essence of Christ. And if we are to be Christlike, we must 
be humble. 
 
2. But there is a second reason for these verses. The place of a Christian in the life 

to come is the place of glory. And as it was for Christ, humility leads to exaltation. 
 
As Christians we worship Christ – our humble God. He lived and walked among us as 
a humble man. He died a humble death. But, the cross is not the end of the story. 
Christ is God. And just as humility is part of the essence of God – so is glory and 
honour and devotion. 
 
While the last picture the world has of Christ is a shameful death on the cross – there 
is another picture coming. The glorious Christ. The King in unimaginable splendour. 
And at the coming of this King, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess Him 
as Lord. 
 
Right now men bow the knee to Caesar and call him lord. A day will come when Caesar 
will be but one of the myriads of men throughout history bending the knee to Christ 
and acknowledging that He is indeed the true Lord. 
 



 4 

And right next to Caesar, the mighty of this world – the Bushes, Gates, Jordans – their 
knee will be bent and they will acknowledge Christ as the true Lord. 
 
Truly that would be reward enough. To see our beloved Christ receiving the adoration 
that is rightfully His. But, that is not all there is. One great reason Christ stooped down 
in humiliation was to enter the gutter of this world to lift us to the heavenlies. 
 
He will take those who are humble Christians in this life – and He will exalt them in the 
age to come. 
 
1 Peter 5:6: 
 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you at the proper time. 

 
Some of those who received this letter are in prison. Their view of the world comes 
through prison bars. And what they see is the godless, the profane, the proud in their 
moment of triumph. But the story is not finished. 
 
Paul wanted them to know that the world might trample the memory of Christ – for a 
time. The world might trample those who love Christ – for a time. But the day is coming, 
and will most certainly come, when all will know Christ not just in His humiliation – they 
will know Him in His exaltation. And just as certainly, the day is coming when all will 
see the humble servants of Christ raised by Christ to reign with Him. 
 
Brothers and sisters, there is a great day coming. A day when the infidel, the 
blasphemer, the atheist, the King – the profane and the mighty – all will be found in 
fear and trembling at Him with whom they have to do. Spurgeon imagined this scene: 
 

When Christ comes a second time, there will be a marvellous change in the 
way men talk. Methinks I see Him; there He sits upon His throne. Now, 
Caiaphas, come and condemn Him now! Judas! Come and kiss him now! What 
do you stick at man? Are you afraid of Him? Now Barabbas! Go! See whether 
they will prefer you to Christ now. Swearer, now is your time; you have been a 
bold man; curse Him to His face now. Now drunkard; stagger up to Him now. 
Now infidel; tell Him there is no Christ now – now that the world is lit with 
lightning and the earth is shaken with thunder till the solid pillars thereof do bow 
themselves – tell God there is no God now; now laugh at the Bible; now scoff 
at the minister. Why men, what is the matter with you? Why can’t you do it now? 
Ah! there you are; you have fled to the hills and to the rocks – “Rocks hide us! 
Mountains fall on us! Hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne.” 
Ah! Where are now your boasts, your vaunting, and your glories? Alas! Alas! 
for you in that dread day of wonders.1 

 
The humble God we serve. The humble God who died to save us. He is also the 
glorious One that every created being will adore forever. 
 
Look at these verses. Verse 5: 

                                                
1 Cited in Curnow, Hulse, Kingdon and Thomas, A Marvelous Ministry (Ligonier, Soli Deo Gloria, 1993) p. 34. 
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Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus. 

 
What attitude? The attitude that God works His power through humbling ourselves. 
The attitude that serving others is not weakness but power. The attitude that through 
the martyrs, the persecuted, the weak, the insignificant, the impotent – through these 
clay vessels God shows the magnificence of His glory. 
 
This is what He did in Christ. This is what He longs to do in us. If we want to be like 
Christ – we must do as Peter tells us – gird ourselves with the white apron of a servant 
as Christ did. To be Christlike is not to seek worldly power, it is to assume the role of 
servant. 
 
At 15 Jim started work in the smallest store in his hometown of Cunnamulla. His title 
was stockboy. He had the task of stocking the shelves, licking the envelopes and 
making the morning tea. 
 
After three years, he was still on the bottom rung of the smallest store. He began to 
day-dream about what it would be like to the major shareholder and C.E.O. of Microsoft 
or to be Secretary-General of the United Nations or to be a better football player than 
Wayne Carey. 
 
One day, as Jim day-dreamed he heard a noise. It was a mouse. Just as he was about 
to kill the pest he was amazed to hear the mouse talk. “Don’t kill me! Please, don’t kill 
me! I’m Gilbert the magic mouse. And if you spare my life, I promise to grant you three 
wishes.” That sounded like a pretty good deal to Jim. So he spared Gilbert the magic 
mouse’s life. 
 
Jim’s first wish was to get out of his hick town and to become richer than Bill Gates. 
Bang – Jim was in Zurich as head of JimCorp, easily the world’s largest company. 
Pretty impressive stuff for a mouse. So he used his second wish and asked to be the 
most famous man on the planet as well. He found Himself as the greatest multisport 
hero and musician – adored by tennyboppers the world over. This was pretty good. 
 
Now everybody looked up to Jim and he was happy. Then one day as Jim was sitting 
behind his desk and daydreaming about how important he had become, he heard his 
secretary praying to God and giving thanks for her lunch. Jim was outraged. He paid 
her salary, he gave her a job – and she thanked someone else. It was not good 
enough. 
 
Very disturbed by this turn of events, he sent for Gilbert the mouse to use his final 
wish. “I want to be like God.” So Gilbert granted Jim’s wish and bang – Jim found 
himself back in the smallest store in Cunnamulla. But there was one difference. He 
was not the stockboy. There was already a stockboy. His job was to clean stockboy’s 
boots. 
 
To be like God in this world is not to become great – we must become the least. To be 
like God is to willingly take on the role of the lowest servant. To gird on the while apron 
of a slave. To abandon the thinking of the world. To know that in humility there is 
power. 
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For in humbling ourselves we reveal the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29: 
 

God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and 
the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that 
are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast 
before God. 

 
This is the way of God. This is the attitude we must have. I’m not for a moment saying 
this is easy. It is so hard. Every fibre of our sin fights against this. And the results are 
devastating. Marriages in tatters because we think of ourselves not the other. 
Churches divided over petty disputes. Relationships shredded by pride. 
 
It need not be so. The way of Christ is indeed the way of power. 
 
Dream with me for a moment. Dream of a church filled with humble servants. 
Marriages where each spouse is esteemed as more important. Fellowship in the body 
where the goal is to serve not be served. And a world that knows that we are His 
disciples – and they would want in. 
 
Church growth does not come from having Rupert Murdoch bank-rolling the church, 
or from having Amy Grant singing on Sunday, or Charles Swindoll in the pulpit – it 
comes from each of us having the attitude of humble service that was found in Christ. 
 
Verses 6 and 7: 
 

Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 
and being made in the likeness of men. 

 
This word translated form is very hard to translate in English. The idea is that Jesus 
began in the mode of existence of God and took on the mode of existence of a servant. 
 
We might paraphrase it this way – because Christ was truly God, He became a true 
servant – without ever ceasing to be God. 
 
He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped. What does this mean? I 
want you to reflect on two pictures. 
 
First Isaiah 6. There we find Christ sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train 
of His robe filling the temple. Seraphim call out: 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts,  
The whole earth is full of His glory.”  

 
A picture of unbridled power and majesty. 
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Then consider Isaiah 53. There we find Christ, the Christ of the cross, without stately 
form or majesty, despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and like One from whom men hide their face. 
 
A picture of abject humiliation. 
 
I ask you – which picture is the greater? In which scene is the essence of God better 
portrayed? 
 
We can’t answer that. Both are perfect pictures of the greatness and majesty and 
power and wonder of our God. 
 
Let me see if I can put it this way. Why do men seek worldly greatness? Because no 
man is in and of himself is great. It is the position, the wealth, the fame, the power, the 
trappings that set one man apart from the others. So we strive for those trappings. And 
when we get them – it declares to the world that we have arrived. 
 
But this is not the case with Christ. In and of Himself He is God. He has nothing to 
prove. He is God with every knee bowing. He is God when the soldiers spit on Him 
and plucked His beard. He is God in the manger and God on the cross and God on 
the throne. 
 
He did not need to grasp the privileges of heaven to be God. He did not regard equality 
with God a thing to be grasped. He did not need the trappings of power to be God. 
 
Therefore, because He was in His very essence God, He could humble Himself and 
take the form of existence of a bond-servant. 
 
He did this by emptying Himself. This is not a good translation. The word ‘emptying’ 
makes us think that something was removed from Christ to turn Him from God into 
man. That as man He was less than God. 
 
The NIV is far closer to the truth – it says that Christ – made Himself nothing. He 
abandoned His rights. He willingly became a nobody. 
 
Now we start to get to an area that is beyond our capacity to even imagine. The God 
who created the heavens by the power of His word. The God who is infinite. The God 
who is Spirit. He chose to place His divinity in one small part of His created universe. 
To become an ovum, a single fertilized egg barely visible to the naked eye. And that 
ovum was placed in a poor, unmarried teenager who belonged to an oppressed 
people. 
 
And when that ovum divided and grew and was born and became Jesus of Nazareth 
– He did not become a man of means and power. He had no wealth, no armies, wrote 
no books, won no wars. He was a man who could be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, 
sentenced to death by corrupt men and given a death reserved only for the vilest scum 
of an empire. 
 
That is what it means to make Himself nothing. Fully God and yet willingly a servant. 
A bond-servant. One who would give His very life for wicked sinful men and women. 
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And through making Himself nothing and taking on the mode of existence of a servant 
– in this way He was made in the likeness of men. This word doesn’t mean than Jesus 
was like a man. It means that in every way He was a man. He was fully human. 
 
These verses teach that Jesus of Nazareth was fully God and fully man. He was the 
Creator of time and space and also the man who wept and hungered. 
 
But in this very thing we find why so many problems have arisen over the years. Our 
minds can grasp a God who empties out the stuff of being God and becomes man and 
then after death takes back the stuff of being God. But that means that as Jesus, He 
was not God. 
 
Our minds can grasp of a God who covers Himself with a veneer of flesh to look like 
a man. But that would mean that Christ was not fully human. 
 
Our minds can grasp a God of power or a man of weakness. But we cannot conceive 
of one entity – fully human, yet fully God, all powerful yet willing to be weak, almighty 
yet humble, King and also servant. 
 
Our minds deal with one concept at a time. But Christ was all of these and more at the 
same time. 
 
I have to admit – I can’t get my mind around this truth. I can stop and imagine an 
omnipotent God who creates this universe. Who can roll it up at any time. Who can 
create man by breathing into the dust of the ground. 
 
I can picture Christ eating and drinking, laughing, tired. I can see John laying His head 
on His breast. 
 
But my mind struggles to grasp how God Himself can exist in a body. God who is 
Spirit. God who is timeless. God who is not a part of His creation. 
 
And then when I think of the cross and the cruel, slow death of Jesus. I find it even 
harder to think that this is God who died. 
 
I am not the only one. The disciples followed Jesus for three years they saw the 
miracles. They heard God Himself speak from heaven. And still they struggled to grasp 
that the One before them was God. 
 
The early church struggled with this. It took a number of church councils and hundreds 
of years for them to finally declare that Jesus of Nazareth was fully God and fully man. 
 
And still men like Arius objected. And even today groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and the Mormons refuse to accept Jesus was fully God. And millions follow them 
because it makes sense to say that a man can’t be fully God. 
 
But, the truth is beyond logic and common sense. The truth is glorious beyond words. 
The truth just shatters our mind. Christ was, is and always will be God. 
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How He humbled Himself to become and man, to take on the likeness of man – only 
He knows. But we should send up hallelujah’s daily that He did. Because He did it for 
one main reason. Verse 8: 
 

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

 
Why did He humble Himself and humble Himself to the point of death on the cross? 
We sit here today in the sterility of a comfortable church and we know the answer – 
Christ died to save us. 
 
But think about this. Christ is God. That is what Paul just told us. He is Lord of all. He 
can do anything. That begs a question. As the omnipotent, all powerful God could He 
not have simply decreed from His throne that sinners are forgiven? Why dirty His 
hands in becoming a man and why die on the cross? 
 
While Christ is omnipotent. There is one thing He cannot do. He cannot act in violation 
of His character. 
 
To merely forgive men would be to violate His holiness. It would not satisfy His justice. 
 
The only way to deal with the sin of men – the only way – was for Christ Himself, to 
humble Himself, to take on the form of a bondservant and to die on the cross. 
 
Why do Christians hang crosses around their neck, put them on steeples, adorn the 
backs of churches with them? The cross is not just a means of execution, it is a 
gruesome instrument of torture. At first glance it seems gruesome to use a means of 
torture and death as a symbol. 
 
But, what a symbol! In one act, the cross of Calvary is transformed to become the 
centrepiece of all history. Isaac Watts summed it up: 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
The cross is transformed because the One who died is the Prince of Glory. God 
Himself. The One who speaks and the heavens obey. The One who commands the 
obedience of every being. God humbled Himself – taking on the form of a bond-
servant, being found in appearance as a man – to die on the cross for the sins of a 
lost world. And in that act the cross of shame became the glory of man. 
 
But more than that – in that act the One who humbled Himself was exalted. 
 
Verse 9: 
 

Therefore also, God highly exalted Him. 
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Because of His humbling and His willingness to humiliate Himself on the cross – God 
highly exalted Him. It is not that on the cross Christ earned the right to the glory of the 
nations. Christ by His very nature deserves and merits all glory, laud and honour. As 
God He and He alone is worthy of all praise. 
 
However, the unbelievable act of the cross demonstrated to the entire created order 
the love, courage, humility and power of Christ. In eternity, the angels and saints could 
sing of the wisdom of Christ, His power to raise the dead or His compassion. But what 
they will sing of is the cross. It is this act that so encapsulates all that God is. Power 
and humility. Justice and mercy. Wrath and love. 
 
Listen to Revelation 5:9, the song of eternity: 
 

Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and 
purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation. 

 
And because of this act, God the Father bestows on God the Son the name which is 
above every name. The name reflects all that a person is. And Jesus is given the 
supreme name – the supreme place in all heaven and earth. So supreme that – verses 
10 and 11: 
 

At the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
When there was a celebration – whether in Philippi or Rome – and men bowed before 
Nero or a statue of Nero – and called him lord – do you know what was happening? 
The glory of Christ was robbed. 
 
In Isaiah 48:11, the Lord declares: 
 

My glory I will not give to another. 
 
Christ is a jealous God. All glory, all honour, all worship is His and His alone. He merits 
it. He deserves it. The cross declares it. No one else is ever to be worshipped. 
 
When Nero, or anyone one else steals that glory – it is an affront to Christ. But the day 
is coming – the day is surely coming – when everyone will bow the knee and loose the 
tongue to admit in action and word that Jesus of Nazareth, Christ the Lord – is God – 
and the only one worthy of worship and adoration. 
 
Men may refuse to bow the knee today. Then their knee will be bowed and their tongue 
will be loosened. 
 
And as if this is not enough, it is in that day that not only will Christ receive the glory 
due to His name. It is in that day that our God will bestow upon us something that we 
do not deserve. Listen again to Revelation 5:9-10: 
 
And they sang a new song, saying: 
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Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and 
purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people 
and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and 
they will reign upon the earth. 

 
In His humiliation. In the cross. He purchased us. And He purchased us to be a 
kingdom and priests and to reign with Him. 
 
That just blows me away. He paid a debt He did not owe to pay a debt I could not pay. 
He reached down to the slum of earth to pull me from my sin and one day He will allow 
me to reign with Him. Totally undeserved. Impossible to even comprehend such love 
and mercy. But, I long for that day with all my being. 
 
It can be tough living as a Christian in this world. This world does not honour Christ. 
We look around us and the powers of the evil one seem to prevail. The Philippians 
looked around them and they saw the exultation of Nero – a very wicked man. They 
saw believers in prison. They saw persecution. 
 
And in our day the picture can be pretty depressing. We look around us and we see 
that what God calls sin is held up as good. The voyeurism of a dozen single men and 
women locked together in front of cameras causes a national sensation. 
 
And even the church is succumbing. Yesterday’s Courier Mail had two articles of 
interest. The Uniting Church has now declared that premarital sex, defacto 
relationships and divorce are not to be considered sin. In fact one spokesmen said 
some of these changes are for better. Yet in the same article the church declared that 
bad language would never be deemed acceptable behaviour. 
 
A few pages over, there is the report that the synod of the Anglican Church currently 
being held in Brisbane is to investigate not only the issue of women as Bishops, but 
the concept of ordaining gay and lesbian clergy. 
 
And we might despair. Just as the Apostles despaired at the foot of the cross. But just 
as the cross is not the end of the story – so the exaltation of sin, the rampant display 
of godlessness that is Australia – is not the end of the story. 
 
One day – the holy, humble, almighty Lord Jesus will reign. And every knee will bow, 
every tongue will confess that Christ is Lord. The prophet Isaiah prophesied of this 
day. Listen to these words. Isaiah 45:22-24: 
 

Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth;  
For I am God, and there is no other. 
I have sworn by Myself,  
The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness  
And will not turn back,  
That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. 
They will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord are righteousness and strength.’  

 
I want you to imagine this day. This great and wonderful day of the Lord. 
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Everyone – great and small, believer and unbeliever are raised from the dead. It is the 
time before the final judgment, the time before the sheep and goats are separated 
before the great white throne. 
 
And there is Christ. Revelation 4 and 5 tell us what the sight is like: 
 
God the Father is sitting on a throne like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; 
and there is a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance. Out from the 
throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there are seven 
lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; and before 
the throne there is a sea of glass, like crystal. 
 
And there with the Father is Christ – the Lamb as if slain. 
 
And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and 
on the sea, and all things in them, are saying: 
 

To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honour and 
glory and dominion forever and ever. 
 
AND 
 
Worthy are You … for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood 
men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 

 
Among every created being of all time – there is not one knee that can refuse to bow 
– not one tongue that can refuse to confess. Those who scorned Him now will be 
forced to acknowledge Him then. 
 
And among that throng you will find him who was once known as Caesar Nero. Many 
among the throng once foolishly worshipped him as a god. He was called the greatest 
man on earth. No one questioned his word. His power was absolute. 
 
Now he is nothing. Just one more sinner. He is prostrate – in absolute fear – for the 
One he scorned – the One he persecuted – is before him in power and might. The 
humble Galilean is indeed almighty God. 
 
Oh how he will wish he had listened to those humble Christians. The ones he had 
dipped in tar and set alight. The ones he fed to the lions. The ones he locked up and 
killed. The ones he had used to show his might and power. For truly, they had the 
words of eternal life. 
 
And then from the myriads and myriads before Him – Christ the Lamb – will separate 
out His own. Martyrs, servants, slaves – His humble flock. And before the eyes of all 
the men of all time – he will raise them up. And the glory of the least of them will exceed 
the wordly glory that Nero once had like the sun exceeds a lightbulb. 
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This is the glory of our Christ. This is the glory of our humble God. This is the power 
and the majesty of the One we rejoice to call Lord. This why now, we delight to bend 
the knee and confess with our tongue that Jesus Christ is Lord. 


