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GAIN! 
(Phil 3:10-14  September 30, 2001) 

 
Church historians are usually fairly mild mannered men. But there are a few subjects 
that see them emerge from their shells. One is the vexed issue of whether the Emperor 
Constantine actually became a Christian or whether he just declared himself a 
Christian for political purposes. 
 
The official version of events goes like this. Supposedly, the night before Constantine 
attacked Maxentius at Rome, he had a vision of a cross in the sky and heard the words 
“in this sign conquer.” And at this point Constantine decided to follow Christ and 
encouraged his army to do so as well. 
 
The problem is that from this point on, his life is an enigma. On the one hand, all his 
life he continued to promote the spread of Christianity and build churches. But, on the 
other hand he acted in a way no Christian would act. 
 
He proclaimed himself ‘bishop of bishops” yet took part in rites despised by the church. 
He was an immoral man. He forced his armies to be baptised. For years after the 
Milvian bridge incident, he continued to worship the sun. 
 
His ‘conversion’ did not seem to result in any tangible change in his lifestyle. 
  
I believe that the key to understanding Constantine is to realise that he refused to be 
baptised until near the end of his life. This is crucial because at this time, baptism was 
seen as the step by which one actually became a Christian. Thus technically he only 
became a ‘Christian’ at the end of his days. 
 
I have no doubt that wanted to have his cake and eat it too. He lived a life of power 
and luxury – wine women and song. He indulged every passion of the flesh. He made 
sure he kept a foot in the world, and then when he was old he was baptised to ensure 
he would enter heaven. 
 
To many, this sounds pretty good. Have all that this world has to offer and then die 
and go to heaven. 
 
While I fall on the side of those who say Constantine was never truly saved, for the 
sake of argument – let us assume that he was saved. 
 
My question then is this. From a purely selfish point of view, from a hedonistic pleasure 
loving point of view – did Constantine choose the best path? 
 
From a purely hedonistic point of view – is a life of wine women and song better than 
a life of godly devotion? 
 
The Apostle Paul had the world at his feet. He was a Pharisee of the Pharisees. 
Probably a member of the Sanhedrin – the ruling body of the Jews. He was a man 
going places. 
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But he gave it all up to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings. 
 
He lived as an itinerant – who went from town to town. He worked for a meagre wage. 
He was constantly beaten, imprisoned, rejected and abused. His friends and family 
disowned him. He was thought to be mad. 
 
He had the world and now he had nothing. And the question is – Who made the better 
choice? Paul or Constantine? 
 
Let’s assume that they both made it to heaven. From a purely earthly point of view – 
who made the better choice? 
 
Here are the two choices: 
 

• Having the pleasures of this world plus as much of Christ as you can have 
while chasing the things of this world. 

 
• OR having fullness of a growing relationship with Christ and having whatever 

things of this world the Lord sees fit to add to our lives. 
 
Paul experienced both sides of the fence – and he made no bones about it. In 
Philippians 3:7-8 he declared: 
 

Whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ. 

  
Last time, I looked at the loss side of the equation. Nothing we have or do allows us 
to get into a relationship with Christ. Today, I want to look at the gain side. When we 
trust Christ and in this way gain Christ – what do we get? What are the glories of 
gaining Christ? 
 
In verses 10-14 – Paul picks up where he left off at verse 8. He tells us what it means 
to gain Christ. 
 
Look with me at verse 10 of Philippians 3: 
 

That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings 

 
That I may know Him. If you asked Paul the goal of the Christian life – this is what he 
would say. The goal of life is to have an increasingly deep and intimate knowledge of 
Christ. 
 
At first glance this verse might be a shock. I might ask a young convert – do you know 
Christ? – and he would say – yes – I know Christ. 
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But Paul, who has walked intimately with the risen Lord for nearly thirty years says 
that His goal in life is to know Christ. 
 
Paul is speaking about a deepening, intimate, cherished knowledge of Christ. 
 
When I married Dena – I thought I knew her pretty well. Eleven years later I realise I 
am just starting to scratch the surface of knowing her. 
 
Christ is far deeper and more complex than any human being. Those who have walked 
most intimately with Him will have only dipped a toe into the pool of knowing Him. 
 
Find an elderly saint who has walked with Christ daily for fifty or more years. Their 
prayer life is not cooling off – it is heating up. They find new depth in the Word. They 
discover that His faithfulness is new every morning. 
 
Octavius Winslow put it this way: 

 
True spiritual life is to apprehend, in some measure, the value, the glory, and 
the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. And, as a consequence, to esteem Him 
above all good, to reflect His image, to labour in His service, and to be found 
preparing and waiting for the happy moment when Christ comes and we will be 
like Him, for we will see Him as He really is. 

 
You would sooner drink the Pacific Ocean dry than you would exhaust Christ. 
 
And the wonder is that the deeper the relationship with Christ – the greater the gain. 
 
You have an increasing understanding of His power, His love, His mercy. 
You know more of the joy that only He can bestow. 
You find what it means that Christ can satisfy every longing. 
You put off sin and put on Christ. 
And your love for the Saviour continues to grow moment by moment. 
 
What Paul is saying is this. This Christian life is not simply a matter of trusting in the 
Lord, getting saved and waiting for death. 
 
The Christian life is getting to know Christ better and the glories of salvation. 
 
Every year should see us grow in the knowledge of Christ. To know Him better, to trust 
Him better, to rejoice more in His love, to enjoy His salvation the more, to desire more 
the day when we will know Him fully. 
 
Helen Lemmel described it in these words: 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of His glory and grace. 
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The Christian life is a journey from the world to Christ. The things of the world grow 
dimmer and the face of Christ grows stronger. 
 
So you ask Paul this question. If you knew your eternal reward was exactly the same 
– would you swap your life for the imperial palace? And he would cry – in the palace 
there are things that would dim my sight of Christ. Things that would hinder knowing 
Him. 
 
Why would I swap the best this life has to offer for a few scraps? 
 
I am a man greedy for Christ. I am like the man who sold everything to get the pearl 
of great price. I want to know more of Christ. And anything that might dim my sight of 
Him – I count them as loss. 
 
Paul then moves on to highlight two ways in which he is growing in His relationship 
with Christ. 
 
The first is by knowing the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
What Paul means by this is that the power that raised Christ from the dead is available 
for every believer to tap into so that they might live a holy life, live triumphantly in this 
world and glory in their salvation. 
 
It is the same thought as Ephesians 1:18-20 where Paul prayed that: 
 

The eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 
believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 
which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places. 

 
The thought is this. In and of ourselves, we are weak, frail, fallible beings. We struggle 
with our sin. We fail to see the big picture. We often live without joy. But the greatest 
power in the universe is available for us to tap into. 
 
And there is no greater demonstration of that power than the resurrection. 
 
Walking on water is a monumental miracle. Feeding the 5000 is mind boggling. 
Healing a man born blind is beyond the realm of man. But as wonderful a 
demonstration of divine power as they are – they pale into insignificance when 
compared to the resurrection. 
 
Medical science can do many wonderful things and many frightening things. But to 
raise a body from the dead remains in the realm of fantasy. Three days after death – 
a body has begun to decay. Every cell has died. Every membrane is breaking down. 
The brain is degenerating. No power on earth can reanimate a body. 
 
But God raised Christ from the dead. And that same power in all its magnificent 
splendour is available for you and I to tap into. Power to deal with sin. Power to rejoice 
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in every circumstance. Power to grasp the reality of heaven. Power to be overcomers 
in this fallen world. 
 
But all too often we fail to grasp the power that God offers. That is why in the Ephesians 
passage, Paul prays that they might know the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. Power which is in accordance with the working of the strength 
of His might – the same power which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places. 
 
All too often we stumble on in powerless lives. 
 
However, the great joy of the Christian life is that the more you draw near to Jesus, 
the more you understand the power He freely gives to His beloved children. 
 
This is the joy of age. Every year with Jesus – it should get better and better. We know 
Him more. We understand His power more. We grow in Him more. We delight in Him 
more. 
 
So the first way in which Paul is growing in His relationship with Christ is by knowing 
the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
And the second is by knowing the fellowship of His sufferings which leads to us being 
conformed to His death. 
 
Now follow with me here. The Philippians are suffering. They are in prison, being 
persecuted. And they might well ask – where is all this resurrection power? Where is 
all this joy? 
 
And Paul would answer – the power of God is there to enable us to rejoice and live 
triumphantly amid suffering and finally to be vindicated – as Christ was. 
 
Look back at Philippians 2:8: 
 
Verse 8: 
 

Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

 
Christ suffered. Christ suffered to the point of death. 
 
But the power was there for Him to endure the cross and the shame and consider it 
joy (Heb. 12:2). In the same way – we can experience the fellowship of His sufferings. 
 
Life in this world is tough. Some of us may end up in prison, or martyred, or persecuted. 
All of us will have tough times in this fallen world. But the power that raised Christ from 
the dead – the power that sustained him through the rejections, the beatings and the 
suffering of the cross – God promises that power is available to us in this life. 
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One of the great privileges of the Christian life is the power to endure with joy. To know 
the power of Christ in our lives. To suffer and be sustained. To know the fellowship of 
the sufferings of Christ. 
 
In the days of the Roman Emperor Nero, there lived a band of soldiers known as the 
“Emperor’s Wrestlers.” Fine, stalwart men they were, picked from the best and the 
bravest of the land, recruited from the great athletes of the Roman amphitheatre. 
 
In the great amphitheatre they upheld the arms of the emperor against all challengers. 
Before each contest they stood before the emperor’s throne. Then through the courts 
of Rome rang the cry: “We, the wrestlers, wrestling for thee, O Emperor, to win for 
thee the victory and from thee, the victor’s crown.” 
 
When the great Roman army was sent to fight in Gaul, no soldiers were braver or more 
loyal than this band of wrestlers led by their centurion Vespasian. But news reached 
Nero that many Roman soldiers had accepted the Christian faith. Therefore, this 
decree was dispatched to the centurion Vespasian: 
 

If there be any among your soldiers who cling to the faith of the Christian, they 
must die! 

 
The decree was received in the dead of winter. The soldiers were camped on the shore 
of a frozen inland lake. It was with sinking heart that Vespasian, the centurion, read 
the emperor’s message. 
 
Vespasian called the soldiers together and asked: “Are there any among you who cling 
to the faith of the Christian? If so, let him step forward!” Forty wrestlers instantly 
stepped forward two paces, respectfully saluted, and stood at attention. Vespasian 
paused. He had not expected so many, nor such select ones. “Until sundown I shall 
await your answer,” said Vespasian. Sundown came. Again the question was asked. 
Again the forty wrestlers stepped forward. 
 
Vespasian pleaded with them long and earnestly without prevailing upon a single man 
to deny his Lord. Finally he said, “The decree of the emperor must be obeyed, but I 
am not willing that your comrades should shed your blood. I order you to march out 
upon the lake of ice, and I shall leave you there to the mercy of the elements.” 
 
The forty wrestlers were stripped and then, falling into columns of four, marched 
toward the centre of the lake of ice. As they marched they broke into the chant of the 
arena: “Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and 
from Thee, the victor’s crown!” 
 
Through the night Vespasian stood by his campfire and watched. As he waited through 
the long night, there came to him fainter and fainter the wrestlers’ song. 
 
As morning drew near one figure, overcome by exposure, crept quietly toward the fire; 
in the extremity of his suffering he had renounced his Lord. Faintly but clearly from the 
darkness came the song: “Thirty-nine wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, to win 
for Thee the victory and from Thee, the victor’s crown!” 
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Vespasian looked at the figure drawing close to the fire. Perhaps he saw eternal light 
shining there toward the centre of the lake. Who can say? But off came his helmet and 
clothing, and he sprang upon the ice, crying, “Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O 
Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee, the victor’s crown!” 
 
Forty bodies were found upon that frozen lake. 
 
They knew the fellowship of His sufferings – they were enabled to persevere to the 
end – and they were conformed to His death. The power of Christ manifest in the 
cauldron of suffering had shaped them to be more like Christ. 
 
The world would not call this gain. But, there is joy in this life – power in this life – and 
when this life is done we join Christ in the resurrection from the dead. 
 
Verse 11: 
 

In order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
 
This is the final stage of knowing Christ. Here we know Him in part. The longer we live 
the more we know Him and are conformed to Him. But one day we will die and for 
those who have persevered there is the final reward – resurrection and knowing Christ 
in full. 
 
For Paul, the Christian life is one long journey that gets better and better. Here he gets 
to know Christ better day by day. To learn more of His love and mercy and power. And 
then, when life is done, he gets to be raised from the dead and know Christ in His 
unrestrained glory. 
 
The question some might ask is this – If every believer is saved and resurrected from 
the dead, then why bother to struggle in the faith in this life? Why not eat drink and be 
merry and then go to heaven? 
 
Think of two lives. The thief on the cross. He lived a typical pagan life. Probably 
enjoyed the pleasures of this world to the full. Never gave Christ a thought – until he 
was about to die. 
 
Literally in his dying moments he trusted Christ and went to Paradise. 
 
Compare him to Timothy. Timothy knew Christ from childhood. He ministered faithfully 
with Paul. He was imprisoned and beaten and sent to tough pastorates like Ephesus. 
 
Finally, he died and went to glory. 
 
Surely the thief got the good end of the deal? 
 
I would suggest that Timothy would say otherwise. Timothy had a lifetime of 
relationship with Christ. A growing sense of the power and love of Christ. A lifetime of 
experiences which deepened his sense of the goodness and grace of Christ. 
Experiences of love and joy and satisfaction which far surpassed anything the thief 
could possibly have known. 
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And of course – the Scriptures also speak of rewards in glory for the faithful. 
 
So Timothy had rewards in this life and rewards in the life to come. 
 
So Paul talks about the wonder of life in Christ. 
 
However, verse 12: 
 

Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press 
on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 

 
In Ephesians 1:3, Paul says that we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ. In one sense you might think that we have everything 
at salvation. That we might as well go straight to glory. 
 
But as Paul says in this verse – while the right to every blessing is ours and we will 
inherit them fully – we don’t have everything now – we aren’t perfect. 
 
One day we will be perfect. We will know Christ. The Lord called us, He laid hold of us 
to make us perfect. In Philippians 1:6 Paul said: 
 

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 
But this perfection is an ongoing process. It is a two way street. We become more like 
Christ. We tap into the power to deal with sin and love others and move our hearts to 
eternity. 
 
But at the same time we learn more of Christ. 
 
It is sort of like when you set off on a journey you look up and all the mountains in the 
distance look together – and look similar. But as you get closer you find that they are 
different – different heights, sizes, valleys in between. It is like that with Christ. The 
longer we walk with Him, the more of His glories we learn. 
 
Paul presses on. He lays hold of the prize. He gave up his worldly ambitions and 
rewards for a greater prize – and day by day he claims that prize – and the prize is 
Christ. 
 
I watched the AFL final yesterday. The jubilation of the Brisbane players at the final 
siren was great – but that is nothing to the jubilation of earning the greatest prize of all 
– Christ. 
 
And in case we didn’t get it the first time, he says it again. Verses 13-14: 
 

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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Paul returns to a familiar metaphor here. Life as a race – and the race isn’t over until 
you cross the finish line. Look at what Paul does. He forgets what lies behind. 
 
This is one of the real struggles some Christians face. 
 
Look what I gave up. Look what I could have had. 
 
When Paul first preached the gospel in Philippi, he was beaten and placed in stocks. 
On one level he might be bitter. He gave up comforts, leadership, power, worldly riches 
for this? 
 
If he looked back, he could be lost. 
 
Instead he looks ahead. His eye is on the finish line. An ever deepening knowledge of 
Christ and finally eternal life. Nothing will distract him. 
 
The world calls out. Look at the pleasures you are missing. Indulge yourself. Heaven 
can wait. 
 
But, to look back can have more disastrous consequences than for Lot’s wife. We can 
take our eyes off Christ and leave the race. 
 
Instead – Paul presses on. Literally he strains toward what lies ahead – the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
He wants Christ. There is no greater prize on earth or in heaven and nothing will stop 
him. 
 
It is the same picture he gave at the end of 1 Corinthians 9. In 1 Corinthians 9:26-27 
he says: 
 

I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the 
air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached 
to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 

 
“I run in such a way, as not without aim.” Literally, “I run in such a way that I don’t lose 
sight of the finish line.” When an athlete is sprinting down the track, he has eyes for 
one thing and one thing only – the finish line. It is the only thing he can see. He can’t 
see the crowd, the flags or the officials. He has one goal – to get to the line to win the 
race. He will do whatever it takes to do so. 
 
But many Christians run more like Mr. Bean. They get a fast start from the blocks, 
power ahead BUT then they look around. What’s going on behind. Then they notice 
the flower growing by the side of the track. They stop to admire it – well they might as 
well smell it – and pick it. They lose track of the race and the finish line. 
 
Paul says he runs in this way “So that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not 
be disqualified.” 
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Paul has given up so much. Paul has run so well. Paul has come so far – if he forgets 
to keep striving toward the goal – even he might be disqualified. 
 
Richard Baxter had these words of warning for you: 
 

See that the work of saving grace be thoroughly wrought in your own souls. 
Take heed to yourselves, lest you be void of that saving grace of God which 
you offer to others, and be strangers to that effectual working of the gospel 
which you preach; and lest, while you proclaim to the world the necessity of a 
Saviour, your own hearts should neglect Him, and you should miss of an 
interest in Him and His saving benefits. Take heed to yourselves, lest you 
perish, while you call upon others to take heed of perishing; and lest you famish 
yourselves while you prepare food for them. Though there is a promise of 
shining as the stars, to those who ‘turn many to righteousness,’ that is but on 
supposition that they are first turned to it themselves. Their own sincerity in the 
faith is the condition of their glory, simply considered, though their great 
ministerial labours may be a condition of the promise of their greater glory. 
Many have warned others that they come not to a place of torment, while yet 
they hastened to it themselves: many a preacher is now in hell, who hath a 
hundred times called upon his hearers to use the utmost care and diligence to 
escape it. Can any reasonable man imagine that God should save men for 
offering salvation to others, while they refuse it themselves; and for telling 
others those truths which they themselves neglect and abuse.1 

 
So how do you keep focussed? 
 
You keep your eyes on the prize. You never let your eyes shift from Christ. He is the 
glory of the ages. The pearl of infinite price. 
 
His love is greater than the love of any man or woman. He will not fail you or forsake 
you. He will strengthen you to do all things. He will satisfy every need. He will guide 
you through the paths of life. He will sacrifice for you. 
 
He is worth any cost. He is the only prize worth having. 
 
He is the First and Last, the Beginning and the End! 
He is the keeper of Creation and the Creator of all! 
He is the Architect of the universe and 
The Manager of all times. 
He always was, He always is, and He always will be... 
Unmoved, Unchanged, Undefeated, and never Undone! 
He was bruised and brought healing! 
He was pierced and eased pain! 
He was persecuted and brought freedom! 
He was dead and brought life! 
He is risen and brings power! 
He reigns and brings Peace! 
The world can’t understand him, 

                                                
1 Richard Baxter, The Reformed Pastor, (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1989 reprint), p. 53. 
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The armies can’t defeat Him, 
The schools can’t explain Him, and  
The leaders can’t ignore Him. 
Herod couldn’t kill Him,  
The Pharisees couldn’t confuse Him, and 
The people couldn’t hold Him! 
He is light, love, longevity, and Lord. 
He is goodness, Kindness, Gentleness, and God. 
He is Holy, Righteous, mighty, powerful, and pure. 
His ways are right, 
His word is eternal,  
His will is unchanging, and 
His mind is on me. 
He is your Redeemer, 
He is your Saviour, 
He is your guide, and 
He is your peace! 
He is your Joy, 
He is your comfort, 
He is your Lord, and 
He rules your life! 
You serve Him because His bond is love, 
His burden is light, and  
His goal for you is abundant life. 
You follow Him because He is the wisdom of the wise, 
The power of the powerful, 
The ancient of days, the ruler of rulers, 
The leader of leaders, the overseer of the overcomers, and  
The sovereign Lord of all that was and is and is to come. 
 
He is Gain. And compared to Him everything else is rubbish. 
 
I pity Constantine. The purple of Rome is no substitute for the whisper of Christ. 
 
Remember the glory of knowing Christ. 


