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EARTH OR HEAVEN – CHOOSE YOUR TREASURE 
(1 Tim 6:11-21  October 14, 2006) 

 
On our recent holiday, we ended our last full day in the Blue Mountains by standing at 
Govetts Leap. 
 

 
 
Govetts Leap is a narrow peninsula just outside of Blackheath. It is the place where 
according to local legend, a bushranger called Govett, rode his horse over a cliff in 
preference to being captured. 
 
Today, it is famous as a place where you get near 360 degree views that are just 
spectacular. 
 
You look out over Govetts Gorge and the Grand Canyon and Govetts Falls. 
 
The views just take your breath away. 
 
But not content to just enjoy the views, my mind began to fantasize. What a 
magnificent spot for the Lloyd family mountain getaway. I began mentally designing 
the mansion – with its endless glass and balconies all the way around to take full 
advantage of the view. I could just sit there day by day letting it all soak in. 
 
In my mind I added this mansion to the Gold Coast Beach House that was already on 
the wish list. 
 
But then a little voice began to whisper. 
 

You know Craig, as magnificent as these views are – just imagine the glories 
of the new earth to come. Better to set your heart on an eternal mansion rather 
than an earthly mansion. 

 
I began to think – I know that to get the beach front house or the Govetts Leap house 
– I would have to work night and day for years – pour my earthly soul into that ambition. 
 
I know that even if I had the Gold Coast house – I would spend little time there. 
 
So why is my heart drawn to long for something that is unrealistic and impractical? 
Why would I even want to spend so much time and money seeking a house where I 
might enjoy earthly views occasionally, when I could devote my life to storing up 
treasures in heaven where I will enjoy eternal glories forever? 
 
It is a good question. And in a sense, this is a question that Jesus is constantly asking 
in the Gospels. He tells us to choose our treasure. Are we spending our very short 
lives to gain earth or heaven? 
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Matthew 6:19-21 
 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 
And Jesus is also insistent that this is not a choice to be made lightly – the ramifications 
are eternal. 
 
Mark 8:36 
 

What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
 
Every one of us knows that we should pursue Christ and heaven and not the things of 
this dying world – and yet – and yet – from time to time – we all feel the pull of the 
things of this world. 
 
Who hasn’t had pangs of longing for the Penthouse mansion, the Ferrari or the yacht? 
If we are honest we have all had them. 
 
Why is this a problem even for Christians? We know that God alone satisfies. We know 
that all we really need is food, clothing and shelter – we don’t need a palace and a 
Porsche – so why these pangs of longing? 
 
We need to understand that they come from the way God created us. 
 
We were created in the image of God to enjoy the blessings God provides. And every 
good thing on this earth is a gift from God. 
 
We are meant to want to linger at Govetts Leap or the seaside enjoying the spectacular 
creation of God. 
 
We are meant to enjoy food and marriage and music. 
 
But and here is the point that we have to constantly remind ourselves – the good 
things of this life are merely a taste of the true glories to come. In a sense, the 
wonderful joys of this life, are here to whet our appetites and make us long for the full 
reality of life with Jesus in eternity. 
 
What are some of the best things of this life? 
 
Marriage – union with one other person for life is but a foretaste of our union with Jesus 
for eternity. 
 
The glories of this earth – the beach, the mountains, the animals – are a foretaste of 
the incomparable glories of the new earth in eternity. 
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The joy of friends and families and church fellowship are a foretaste of being with the 
saints made perfect for all eternity. 
 
Every good thing in this life – family, the glories of this world, food, music, fun – God 
gave them to us as a foretaste of eternity. 
 
They are not an end in and of themselves. In and of themselves – they cannot satisfy 
the hungering of our souls. But they can point to Jesus who can and will satisfy our 
hungering souls. 
 
They are supposed to make us long for the time when the taste becomes reality. When 
the shadows become reality. 
 
Whatever the best things of this life are – they pale in comparison to the reality that 
awaits us in heaven. 
 
But, what happens is this. Our fallen hearts tend to long for the wrong things. Instead 
of seeing the glories of this world as a foretaste of eternity – instead of longing for 
Jesus and heaven – we long for the things of this world. 
 
We want the house and the yacht and the Porsche – as an end in themselves. 
 
We long for the shadow instead of the reality. 
 
I understand this. I struggle with wanting the things of this world. We can see them. 
We can imagine the pleasure they bring. 
 
But brothers and sisters – it is a false vision. Read Ecclesiastes – Solomon had it all 
and declared it to be nothing more than vanity, emptiness. 
 
We know this – and yet even many Christians we will work night and day – sell our 
soul – to earn the house on the beach – yet barely give a thought to our home in 
heaven. 
 
We will lust for the leggy blonde rather than long for the joy of our union with Jesus. 
 
We want the power of wealth rather than the power of Jesus. 
 
We sell our souls for the taste of eternity – and sacrifice the reality of eternity. 
 
And lest we think this is a minor sin – the Bible calls this idolatry. 
 
In Colossians 3:5 – Paul calls greed – idolatry. 
 
We must never forget that Christians are not immune to the pull of this world. 
 
In 1 Timothy 6 – Paul warns us about this danger. 
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But far from seeing the pull of materialism as a danger, the false teachers in Ephesus 
had taught that godliness was a means to financial gain. God wants you to have 
material wealth. Paul called this teaching a false doctrine – a false knowledge. 
 
In verses 3-21, Paul lays out for us a Christian view of earthly blessings. 
 

 
 
Last time we looked at the first three points that Paul wanted to make. 
 

The danger of coveting wealth vv. 3-5 
 
The delight of contentment in Christ vv. 6-8 

 
And then he returned again to: 
 

The danger of coveting wealth vv. 9-10 
 
Paul knows that we were created to delight in Christ – so to look for our contentment 
in the things of this world is a great danger. 
 
It is a danger in this present life. We were created to be satisfied in Jesus. The idols 
of this world – sex, wealth, power, luxuries – they have no power to truly satisfy the 
soul – only Jesus can. 
 
And of course the danger to our eternal soul is palpable – What good is it for a man to 
gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
 
We now come to Paul’s next point – verses 11-16: 
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The delight of contentment in Christ vv. 11-16 
 
What Paul has done is alternated his warnings about the grasping tentacles of 
covetousness – with the only way to overcome the lust of the world – through 
contentment in Christ. 
 
He wants to reinforce the danger and the only solution. 
 
Look with me at verses 11 and 12: 
 

But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

 
Man of God is a title used in the Old Testament of the leaders of Israel – prophets and 
Kings. 
 
In the New Testament it becomes a title for a leader in the church of the living God. 
 
As a leader in the church, Timothy had to flee from the love of money. 
 
There are traps aplenty for men of God. The gold, the glory and the girls head the list. 
 
History shows who easy it is – even for godly men – to fall prey to these lusts of the 
heart. 
 
How many men of God have fallen prey to the lust of sex – adultery, immorality, porn? 
 
How many men of God have fallen prey to the lust of power – abuse in the church, 
being a law unto themselves, seeking the adulation of the flock? 
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How many men of God have fallen prey to the lust of wealth – consuming greed, even 
theft? 
 
These are dangers that ensnare us all. 
 
And what you have to do is discipline yourself to flee from them – in this case Paul is 
specifically speaking about the danger of covetousness and wanting to be rich. 
 
But Paul is a very wise counsellor – it is not enough just to flee from something. 
 

 
 
He knows that: 
 

The Man of God stays holy by: 
 

Fleeing from temptation 
 
AND Fixing his heart on Jesus 
 
AND Fighting for an eternal perspective 

 
Why do men fall into the trap of gold, glory or girls? 
 
They are seeking pleasure, satisfaction, delight – their hearts are looking for 
something – but they are seeking them in the wrong place. 
 
We know these things don’t ultimately satisfy – but the reality is that the hunger of the 
heart has to be satisfied – or we will be drawn to look in the wrong places. 
 
We will pour our lives into working for the beach house or the boat. 
 
Paul knows that the only thing that will truly satisfy is Jesus. So he commands us to 
pursue the things that draw us closer to Jesus – righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
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endurance and gentleness – and to take hold of the promise of eternal life – and in 
this way – our hearts find the satisfaction that they craved and led them to stray to the 
things of the world. 
 
What am I talking about here? Why is fleeing temptation not enough? Let me give you 
an example. 
 
In the USA – the Southern Baptist Convention sponsored at program among the 
churches throughout the USA – it was called – True Love Waits. 
 
It involved young men and women signing a pledge to God – and this is the pledge: 
 

 
 

Believing that true love waits, I make a commitment to God, myself, my family, 
my friends, my future mate, and my future children to a lifetime of purity 
including sexual abstinence from this day until the day I enter a biblical marriage 
relationship. 

 
Sounds reasonable? I vow not to violate my purity. 
 
Since this program was introduced in 1993 – nearly 3 million American teenagers have 
made this pledge.  
 
But in 2004, researchers from Columbia University and Yale University began 
following up on those who made pledges like this. 
 
What they found was that 88% of these church raised teens who made this pledge 
were sexually active outside of marriage. 88%. Not just 88% of teens raised in a church 
– but 88% who desired to stay pure till marriage and made a vow to do so. 
 
The problem with this program is that those who ran it did not understand the human 
heart the way Paul did. 
 
It is not enough to simply flee from something. The temptation of lust and immorality 
will not be held at bay merely by a commitment to flee from this temptation. 
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The longing for satisfaction is too strong. 
 
You have to fill the void with Jesus and an eternal perspective. Only this can satisfy 
your soul. 
 
It was not enough just to make this pledge. These teens needed their relationship with 
Jesus strengthened and they needed their eyes lifted to the glories that await in 
heaven. 
 
Then they would have been armed to withstand the temptations. 
 
If you don’t understand this – so much of the New Testament will be incomprehensible 
to you. We are created in such a way that the greatest joy, the deepest satisfaction, 
the most wonderful peace in our souls – comes from Jesus – not from the world. 
 
He meets our needs. He fills our soul. We are created for eternity – not for this world. 
 
And when your soul is satisfied – the cravings for lust and greed and wanting a different 
life are quelled. 
 
You do have to Flee from temptation. But you also have to Fix your heart on Jesus. 
How? 
 

By pursuing righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 
 
And you also have to Fight for an eternal perspective: 
 

 Take hold of the promise of eternal life. 
 
You know this in your own life. When you pursue the things that fix your heart on 
Jesus, when you obey Him – when you meditate on heaven – you find that godliness 
with contentment is indeed great gain. 
 
Your heart does not crave the things of this world with the same power. Who could 
want more when we have every spiritual blessing in Christ? 
 
But when things are going poorly – your quiet times are bad, sin is creeping in, your 
marriage is suffering, fellowship with the saints is sporadic – then your heart craves 
satisfaction – and when you are spiritually weak – it is then that the things of the world 
look mighty good. 
 
This is crucial. The principles Paul lays out for us in these verses are universal. If you 
are struggling with sin in your life, if you are dealing with lust or greed or dissatisfaction 
– the root problem is that you are not finding your contentment in Christ. 
 
You are looking in the wrong place. 
 
So to overcome your sin – whatever that sin is – you have to do three things. 
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The Man of God stays holy by: 
 

Fleeing from temptation 
 
AND Fixing his heart on Jesus 
 
AND Fighting for an eternal perspective 

 
You do have to flee temptation. 
 
If you are struggling with porn – you do have to turn off the TV or computer – if you 
are struggling with greed – you must chose to live more simply – but that is not 
enough. The reason you are drawn to sin is a longing. 
 
And you have to fill that longing. And only Jesus can do that. 
 
Fix your heart on Jesus. 
 
Make sure your relationship with Jesus is strong and He will fill your soul. 
 
And you must fight for an eternal perspective. Seeing past this life to the heavenly city 
is a fight – a fight of faith. Seeing heaven does not come naturally. We have to 
consciously realise that this is not our home – we are sojourners and aliens, that our 
true home is in heaven. 
 
Fight to fix your soul on heaven and the glories that await. 
 
Willpower is not enough. Desire is not enough. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness. Take hold of eternity. 
 
An eternal perspective is so important. And it is this focus on eternity that Paul now 
turns to. Look again at verse 12 and verse 13: 
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Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, 
who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession. 

 
Timothy is to fight to take hold of the eternal life that is his birthright. Consciously 
remember the truths that he has professed. 
 
The good confession in the presence of many witnesses is most probably his baptism. 
 
And what is the testimony Jesus made before Pilate? 
 
Most likely this is referring to this exchange between Jesus and Pilate. John 18:33-37: 
 

Pilate … summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” … 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight 
to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
“You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I 
am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, 
to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  
 

The kingdom of Jesus is not of this world. When Satan tempted Jesus – he offered 
Him the kingdoms of the world. Luke 4:5-8: 
 

The devil led him [Jesus] to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and 
splendour, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. So 
if you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”  

 
Why would Jesus want the kingdoms of this world? This is a temporary world – 
kingdoms come and go. Babylon rose to splendour and turned to dust. 
 
And even the greatest kingdom on this world is nothing compared to the glories of 
heaven. 
 
Jesus would never swap this world for eternity. 
 
When Timothy made his good confession – part of it would be that he was placing his 
hope in the world to come not in this world. A confession that he was part of the 
kingdom to come. That his heart and soul were placed in the world to come. 
 
It is God who gives life to everything – the real life is spiritual life – eternal life – not 
possessing the kingdoms of this world. 
 

What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
 
We worship a God who is Spirit. 
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Our hope is in the life to come. 
 
We believe this world will one day be done away with. 
 
If we believe these things – then we will not labour night and day for the treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
 
We will labour for eternity. 
 
We know that we might lose the labour of a lifetime in a moment – stock market crash, 
foreign invasion. 
 
But even more – we know that one day we will lose the labour of a lifetime in a moment 
– at death it all stays here. 
 
Bill Gates, James Packer, Craig Lloyd – we all leave this world with precisely the same 
amount of worldly assets – nil. 
 
If our kingdom is not of this world – then we won’t work to put all our treasure in this 
world. Instead we will store up for ourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust 
do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
 
Where our labour and thoughts and soul go – shows what we really believe. 
 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
 
Brothers and sisters. If you believe the truth of the Bible, if you believe we are 
sojourners here, if you believe man lives by the spiritual life God gives – then you will 
live for eternity. And your lives, your cheque books, your hearts will show this. 
 
But because we live in this world – we have to fight to realign our hearts and make 
sure our perspective is a heavenly one. 
 
And in case we miss the fact that we are to focus on eternity – Paul makes it very 
clear. Verses 14-16: 
 

I charge you, to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in his own time—God, the 
blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone is 
immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can 
see. To him be honour and might forever. Amen.   

 
Keep this command – most likely the command to take hold of the eternal life to which 
Timothy was called at his baptism. 
 
Remember, the blood of Christ has taken you out of the kingdom of darkness and 
placed you in the kingdom of God’s blessed Son. Your home is in heaven. 
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Keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Press on till the end. Press on till the kingdom that is not of this world appears. And 
then you will have your true reward. 
 
Don’t give up – the kingdom of God is coming. 
 
Our reward is God Himself. God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no 
one has seen or can see. To him be honour and might forever. Amen. 
 
This description of God deserves a sermon in its own right. But suffice it to say for now 
that the real joy and prize and delight of heaven is God Himself. 
 
Here is the choice – is your treasure a mountain top chalet for a few years or to enjoy 
the King of Kings and lord of lords – the immortal One who alone is worthy of honour 
and might – forever? 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of His glory and grace. 

 
When you meditate on heaven – the folly of pursuing the things of this world become 
pretty clear. 
 
Paul then gives his fifth piece of advice. 
 

 
 

The duty of custodians of wealth vv. 17-19 
 
There are perils in this world if you are poor. We saw this in verse 9: 
 

People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish 
and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  
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When you don’t have a lot – the temptation is to seek wealth instead of Jesus. 
 
But there are also perils for the wealthy. When you are wealthy the temptation is to 
rely on your wealth instead of Jesus. 
 
The Bible is not opposed to wealth – it is opposed to loving wealth instead of Christ 
and it constantly puts forward the responsibility of those blessed with wealth. 
 
Look at verse 17: 
 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 
their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 

 
Here are the two great dangers of wealth. First, arrogance. The wealthy often think 
that they are better than those with less – they deserve their blessings. Their wealth 
is a sign of blessing. 
 
Let us never forget that Jesus had no earthly wealth. Let us never forget, all wealth 
belongs to God – we are but stewards of His wealth. 
 
And a second danger is ignorance. The wealthy look to earthly resources to provide 
for the future. 
 
Let us never forget that many wealthy men have been reduced to poverty. Nor can 
any amount of riches overcome accident, illness and disaster. Job was the greatest 
man among all the people of the east. His wealth could not shield him from the trials 
to come. 
 
Nor do riches provide the joy that only Christ provides. Solomon is testimony to this. 
 
And of course – riches cannot pave the way to eternal life – in fact they are an obstacle 
to trusting Christ as the rich young ruler discovered. 
 
God gives us what we need. Paul put it this way: 
 

My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:19 

 
We have everything we need in Jesus. 
 
So for those God has blessed with wealth, what are we to do with this wealth? 
Verses 18-19: 
 

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly 
life.  
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Read the parable of the talents. Read the parable of the sheep and the goats. 
 
There is no doubt that God entrusts us with wealth as a test. 
 
Do we say: 
 

Thank you God for giving me wealth so I can enjoy all the great things of this 
world. 

 
Or do we say: 
 

Thank you God for giving me wealth. But I am but a steward of Your resources. 
Now please grant me wisdom as to how to help the needy and advance your 
kingdom. 

 
Martin Luther used to joke that the last part of a man to be converted was his wallet. 
He is right. Show me a man’s budget, his cheque book – and I will tell you where that 
man’s heart is. 
 
I would imagine that when this passage was read – most of us would have put 
ourselves in the not-rich category. We would see that the danger to us is wanting 
riches. 
 
And that is a danger. Even the richest of men want more. 
 
But, the truth is that in national terms – most of us would be classified as middle class 
to well off. And in global terms – we are all rich. 
 
One day, God will ask – how did you manage My wealth Steward Gilchrist? How did 
you distribute My resources Steward Hughes? 
 
I fear that too many of us will say – Well Lord, I did give a bit to the church – but 98% 
of it went on me. 
 
And God will say did you not read: 
 

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly 
life.  

 
This passage is not hard to understand – it is just hard to apply. 
 
We are to be generous – giving to the church, to missions, to the poor, to saints. And 
in this way we give to Christ Himself and lay up treasure in heaven. 
 
On Friday, I was listening to a talk back show in the car. And one lady called in to talk 
about her time in Iraq. She said that what impressed her the most was the generosity 
of Muslims toward the poor. She knew that the Muslims gave because giving alms to 
the poor is one of the five pillars of Islam that helps you get to heaven. 
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But, she said – I still couldn’t help but compare their generosity with the tight fisted 
greed of Christians. What a tragedy. 
 
How do your neighbours see you – generous and kind – rich in good deeds? 
 
Does your generosity shout to the world – my kingdom is not of this world – I believe 
in the world to come? 
 
Or does the laying up of earthly treasures undermine your testimony? 
 
And even more importantly – how does God see you – a wise steward laying up 
treasure in heaven – or a poor steward or His resources? 
 
Truth is that too many of us have classified ourselves as not being rich – so we don’t 
have to give generously. Not true. We are rich. And even if we were poor – the love of 
Christ would make us generous – like the Macedonian saints who gave out of their 
poverty till they could give no more all for the sake of Christ. 
 
How you use your money declares what you believe. 
 
Finally, we come to Paul’s sixth and last word of encouragement. 
 

The decree of caring for truth vv. 20-21 
 

 
 

Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless 
chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, which some 
have professed and in so doing have wandered from the faith. Grace be with 
you.  

 
In a sense, these verses sum up not just this final passage, but the whole book. 
 
Timothy had been entrusted with the gospel. Faith in Christ alone. 
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But the gospel is fragile. It doesn’t take too much to twist it and ruin it. 
 
False teachers abound. And itching ears long to hear that we can earn divine merit, 
that we deserve earthly riches and other such fables. 
 
But change the gospel and you have destroyed the gospel. 
 
This teaching about wealth wasn’t just a minor dispute. The very gospel was at stake. 
 
The teaching about salvation and works and grace that runs through this book shows 
that the very gospel was at stake. 
 
The true gospel comes as a gift. The true gospel changes you from within so that all 
you desire is Jesus.  
 
And when you have Jesus nothing else matters – rich, poor, slave, free, male, female, 
Jew, Gentile – you have Jesus. 
 
You are a son of God. You are in Christ. The Creator, Master, Lord of all. You are 
heading to eternity with Him. And nothing can separate you from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Jesus will sustain you. You can do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens 
you. 
 
Take my house – I still have Jesus. 
 
Take my life – I still have Jesus. 
 
Philippians 3:8: 
 

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things.  

 
That is what the gospel does to you – To live is Christ, to die is gain. 
 
But in Ephesus, some had spread godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is 
falsely called knowledge, and had wandered from the faith. It happens so easily. 
 
This book reminds us how determined we have to be to care for the truth deposited in 
our care. 
 
Ephesus was a church ministered for three years and never stopped warning night 
and day with tears that false teachers would come to lead them astray. 
 
Then a few years later in 57AD – Paul warned them – savage wolves are coming – be 
ready. 
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You would think that if there is a church that heresy would struggle to get a foothold in 
– it would be this church in Ephesus. 
 
1 Timothy was written five to seven years after that final warning! 
 
They weren’t ready. Their hearts weren’t ready. In the space of a few years – savage 
wolves arose – introduced heresy – and the church was torn to shreds. 
 
They knew it was coming. They were warned and ready. And still it came. 
 
By the time the Apostle John wrote Revelation in the 90’s the Lord Jesus told the 
church in Ephesus that they had forsaken their first love. 
 
Grace Bible Church – savage wolves are always knocking at the door. They want to 
destroy the sacred deposit of the truth that has been entrusted to you. 
 
Know the gospel. Know the truth and fight to keep it pure. 
 
But there is one last reminder I want to leave you with. 
 
For many, you might be like me. I found this sermon hard to prepare. In many ways it 
cut too close to the bone. I think it deals with one of my greatest weaknesses. 
 
I feel the pull of this world strongly. 
 
But preparing this sermon also helped. I didn’t learn anything new – but I was reminded 
that I am not of this world. The King I serve and the kingdom I will inherit are not of this 
world. 
 
I was reminded what a struggle it is to keep our hearts in the heavenlies. 
 
And Paul gave us a wonderful summary of what we have to do to stay holy. 
 

 
 

The Man of God stays holy by: 
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Fleeing from temptation 
 
AND Fixing his heart on Jesus 
 
AND Fighting for an eternal perspective 

 
The stakes are too high. For the church, the gospel and your lives. 
 
The Man of God is known by what he flees from, what he fixes his heart on and what 
he fights for. 


