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TASTING ETERNITY – Part 2 
(1 John 2:12-17  November 8, 1998) 

 
1 John 2:12-27: 
 

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for 
His name’s sake. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has 
been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you know the 
Father. I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been 
from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, 
and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. Do 
not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and 
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 
from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who 
does the will of God lives forever. 

 
The phone rings. You have been waiting all day for the phone to ring and now that it 
does ring, you don’t really want to pick it up. On the fourth ring, you pick it up. 
 
Hello. 
 
This is Dr. Loman. I have those results. It isn’t good. In fact our worst fears are realised. 
It’s cancer and it’s inoperable. I don’t really know how to tell you this so I might as well 
just spit it out. You have six weeks to live. I’m terribly sorry. 
 
You knew this day would come. Every day you got in your car to drive to work could 
have been your last. You knew you were not immortal. But somehow death always 
seemed so distant. Now it is at hand. 
 
Six weeks. Enough time to say your goodbyes and get your affairs in order. But, now 
you are forced to face the question you have asked yourself so many times. Am I really 
a Christian? Am I really saved? When I die, will I wake in heaven or in hell? 
 
There is no more vital question that every one of us has to answer. Is our salvation 
sure? 
 
There are literally billions of men and women who think their salvation is sure. They 
think Allah, Budda or Krishna is waiting for them. Others claim a Christian heritage – 
but their faith is in Mary or Joseph Smith or Reverend Moon. 
 
We know they are deceived. But what about us? What about those who are a part of 
Grace Bible Church? Can we rest assured that our salvation is certain? 
 
Yes! Yes we can if we meet the 3 tests outlined by the Apostle John. 
 
In 1 John 2:3-27, John presents 3 Tests by which you can know you belong to Christ: 
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• In verses 3-11, the test is – Are you like Christ? 
• In verses 12-17, the test is – Are you separated from the world? 
• In verses 18-27, the test is – Are you abiding in the truth about Christ? 
 
Last time we looked at the first test – Are you like Christ? Do you obey Him? Do you 
live like Him? Do you love the brethren like Him? 
 
Now John moves us on to the second test. Are you separated from the world? But in 
introducing this test, John pauses for a moment. 
 
John’s purpose in writing this epistle is twofold. First, he wants those men and women 
in the churches who have accepted the Gnostic heresy to realise that they are not 
saved. They don’t belong to Christ. They are not in fellowship with Him. 
 
But there is a second purpose. To reassure those who have trusted in the true gospel 
and are bearing true fruit that their salvation is certain. 
 
The problem is that John knows and every preacher knows, this is a difficult line to 
walk. When you start setting the standard, when you start saying that those who are 
saved are like Christ, then not only does it tell the unsaved that they are lost, but a 
side effect is that some of the true saints tell themselves – I don’t measure up – and 
can be robbed of the assurance of their salvation. 
 
John walks this tightrope by balancing his statements. He confronts the hypocrites and 
he reassures the saints. And that is a difficult line to walk. 
 
Consider chapter 2 verse 3. Here John sets the standard: 
 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His 
commandments. 

 
But, does this mean that if you break any commandment, you are not Christ’s? No! To 
give the balance, John adds statements like chapter 1 verse 8: 
 

If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 

 
John knows that believers still sin. We are not perfect. He reassures us of these facts. 
There will be times when our lives do not look like Christ’s, we sample too much of the 
world and our doctrine is not orthodox. 
 
By giving tests of salvation, John knows the danger of shrivelling up the joy of salvation 
in true believers. 
 
So in chapter 2 verses 12 to 14, John pauses. He takes a break from the 3 tests to 
give words of reassurance. For those whose hearts yearn to be like Christ, they are 
saved and John wants them to rest assured in that knowledge. The last thing John 
wants to do is to rob them of their assurance of salvation. And these are strong words 
of reassurance. 
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Before we look at them, I want you to understand that the problem John faced is the 
problem I face and every preacher faces. If I preach on a passage whose emphasis is 
on the depravity of man and it convicts of sin – many will miss the purpose of that 
passage. Instead of them leaving with a resolve for holiness, what happens is that they 
leave robbed of the joy of their life in Christ. 
 

I don’t measure up. I’m a fraud. I’m not really a Christian. 
 
But don’t take those passages in isolation. 
 
They are there to convict the tares among the wheat. And they are there to make the 
wheat better wheat. They are not designed to distress the wheat. 
 
Let me show you a good example of the balance. Turn over to Hebrews 10:19-39. 
Here we see the full picture spelled out very clearly. 
 
Verses 19-23: 
 

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through 
the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful. 

 
The writer of Hebrews wants you to approach God with complete confidence that your 
sins are completely forgiven by the blood of Christ. 
 
But, he doesn’t want an unsaved person, someone who continues living in wilful sin to 
sleep easy at night in their deception. He adds verses 26 and following: 
 

For if we go on sinning wilfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there 
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment 
and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. Anyone who has 
set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who 
has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood 
of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 
For we know Him who said, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY.” And again, “THE 
LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE.” It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. 

 
This is aimed squarely at those who sin wilfully. They have no desperate desire to live 
for God. But, this buckshot might hit some who are truly saved. Some who are God’s 
might look at the sin in their lives and assume that this fate is theirs. 
 
So the writer of Hebrews ends on a note of assurance. Verses 32-34: 
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But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a 
great conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a public spectacle through 
reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who 
were so treated. For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted 
joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a 
better possession and a lasting one. 

 
Remember your sufferings for Christ. They are a badge of salvation. Verse 35: 
 

Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 
 
You true Christians, don’t allow yourself to be robbed of the confidence of your 
salvation which is your reward. Don’t throw away your confidence. Keep clinging to 
Christ. 
 
Verse 39: 
 

But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have 
faith to the preserving of the soul. 

 
The true Christian does not shrink back and wilfully sin. He perseveres in the faith unto 
eternal life. 
 
Brothers and sisters, if you come to 1 John and find that you fall short. There is no 
love for Christ or the brethren, no desire for holiness, no clinging to the true doctrine – 
then you need to repent and get saved. No doubt about it. 
 
But, if you know you love Christ, then the message for you is one of reassurance. Yes, 
we can all be more like Christ and we should be. But don’t wallow in that, exult in the 
certainty of your salvation. 
 
Do you see the two sides here? Do you grasp the difficulty of cutting down the 
assurance of those who are unsaved but at the same time preserving the assurance 
of those who are truly saved? It is a very difficult juggling act. 
 
That is why you don’t pass these three tests given by John just by externals. There is 
an extent to which externals can be faked. These tests are attitudes. When no one 
else is around, in the darkness of your bed at 3.00 am when you have no one to 
convince, no one to put up a front for – Do you desire to be like Christ? Do you desire 
to be separated from the world? Do you desire to abide in the truth about Christ? 
 
If so, then John has a word of reassurance for those of you in the heat of the battle of 
life. It is there in verses 12-14. Notice what John does. He gives his reassurance and 
then he repeats it in nearly identical words. Why? Why say the same thing twice? 
 
Because John doesn’t want them to miss it. Those who are in Christ are beloved 
children of the Lord. They are in God’s hand and nothing can shake them loose. Yes 
they should examine their lives and where they fail to measure up they should redouble 
their efforts. But for those who truly love the Lord, they live rejoicing in their salvation 
not forever questioning their salvation. 
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In the first of these addresses, John says, “I am writing to you,” three times. In the 
second address, he says, “I have written to you,” three times. Some people want to 
make a big deal out of this, but basically there is no difference. It is just a way of 
reinforcing the fact that those who love the Lord are indeed saved. 
 
Notice also that John addresses first children, then fathers and then young men. 
 
What he is doing is this. Little children or children, is John’s consistent way of 
addressing all believers. Then among the believers are two groups – fathers and 
young men. 
 
Fathers speaks of the mature saints. Those who have walked with the Lord for many 
years. Those who have known the joys and despair of the Christian life. They have 
failed and called on God for forgiveness and forged ahead. 
 
Young men speaks of those who are young in the faith. They are at the beginning of 
the journey of life with the Lord. 
 
So what does John actually have to say to these saints? 
 
First, look at what he says to everyone. 
 
Verse 12: 
 

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for 
His name’s sake. 

 
And then down to the end of verse 13: 
 

I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 
 
Believers are children of God because their sins are forgiven and they know the 
Father. These are the basic truths that are true of every believer. John writes this 
whole letter simply to assure those who are in the faith. 
 
These are the rocks of your assurance. Look at them! Your sins have been forgiven 
you for His name’s sake. 
 
We stand with clean slates before God the Father because of the work of God the 
Son. ‘His name’s sake’ refers to the whole character and life of Jesus. The sinless One 
died in the place of sinners. 
 
And because of that – you know the Father. 
 
The Jews of the Old Testament understood that God was their Father. He created 
them and cared for them. But they would never say that they ‘knew’ the Father in terms 
of an intimate relationship. 
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‘Know’ here is the word for experiencing God. It speaks of an intimate relationship. 
Christians know God as Father.  
 
This concept of God as our Father is perhaps the central concept of Scripture. J.I. 
Packer said this: 
 

You sum up the whole of New Testament teaching in a single phrase, if you 
speak of if as a revelation of the Fatherhood of the holy Creator. In the same 
way, you sum up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the 
knowledge of God as one’s holy Father. If you want to judge how well a person 
understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being 
God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts 
and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means 
that he does not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that 
Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than 
the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, 
is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God, “Father’ is the 
Christian name for God.1 

 
We become His children through a process that Scripture calls adoption. 
 
Adoption is not a legal term it is a family term. We become heirs and the object of 
God’s special love. It speaks of the closeness and affection that comes from being in 
the family. The love of a father goes beyond duty, friendship and obligation. It is the 
love that only a father can have for his child. 
 
As children, we have permanent access the Almighty Creator of all that is. And when 
we come to God, we can say – Abba Father.  
 
Abba is the most intimate word for Father there is. This is the word of one who comes 
with full confidence and trust. It is hard to find an English equivalent. Daddy doesn’t 
carry the thoughts of reverence. Perhaps the best translation is – Dear Father. It is the 
cry of confidence that Dear Father will hear and answer. 
 
John wants you to know that this is your privilege as children of God, those who know 
Him as Father. 
 
But then John addresses the mature and the younger Christians. He begins with the 
mature Christians – the fathers. 
 
Verse 13: 
 

I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 
beginning. 

 
And down to verse 14: 
 

                                                
1 J.I. Packer, Knowing God (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1973) p. 226. 
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I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 
beginning. 

 
When John addressed all Christians, he said – you know the Father. When he 
addresses the mature Christians he says – you know Him who has been from the 
beginning. 
 
The contrast with Father here suggests that John is now speaking of Jesus Christ. It 
is the same phrase that John used in the opening words of his letter.  
 
John is speaking of the beginning in terms of Christ becoming flesh in the womb of 
Mary. God who entered human history as Jesus. 
 
The fathers, the mature Christians know Jesus. Although Christ is now risen and at 
the right hand of the Father, it is this same Jesus who walked the dusty roads of 
Palestine that their fellowship is with. 
 
They have served Him for years and He has not let them down. They have lived 
through the trials of life and seen the faithfulness of God. Their faith has been tested 
and not found wanting. They have endured and become more like Christ. 
 
Yet even the most mature of Christians are not perfect. John wants these faithful men 
and women to know that they are God’s precious possessions. He does not want to 
rob them of the joy of their salvation. 
 
Some of you have walked with Christ for years. I was doing up our list of anniversaries 
last week and noticed that Don and Isobel are rapidly approaching their 55th wedding 
anniversary. They have walked with the Lord for many years. 
 
But, as you get older the reality of death looms larger. You can think of every mistake 
you made, the times you failed Christ, the things you wish you had done in your life 
and the time you wasted. And you can wonder. 
 
Am I His? I haven’t served Him perfectly, am I really His? 
 
And John says: 
 

I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 
beginning. 

 
You might not be perfect, but you stayed the course, you have known Him for years 
and He will not let you down now. 
 
Mature saints, live your life in the certainty of His love for you. 
 
But there is another group. The younger turks of the faith. They have not faced as 
many trials. They have not lived the life for as many years. But they are still children. 
They are still precious possessions. John addresses them. Verse 13: 
 

I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. 
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And verse 14: 
 

I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God 
abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 

 
I want you to pause for a moment and compare your life now, with your life prior to 
Christ. Prior to Christ, you had no desire to live godly lives. In fact your desires were 
for whatever pleased you. Even in your unsaved state, you knew that some of those 
practices which were a part of your life harmed you – drugs, sex, gluttony, destructive 
relationships, anger – but you had no power to change. 
 
Then you came to Christ. And a strength was given you from above to change. 
Sometimes it happened overnight. Other times it was a slow process. But the power 
was there to change. 
 
For many years prior to Christ, I had been a gambler. Mainly the horses, trots and 
dogs – but cards, flies up a wall – anything would do. And I lost some considerable 
sums of money, and I was powerless to give it up. Then came the day when my life 
was transformed. The day I started living for Christ and not for myself. And finally the 
power was there to say no. 
 
I can still vividly remember my struggles to kick gambling and the powerlessness I felt. 
And I still remember the power of God to overcome. It was one of the great assurances 
of the reality of the Christian life for me. 
 
And John reminds younger Christians of this very same truth. You can be assured of 
your salvation because you are strong. Not physical strength – spiritual strength. Not 
from yourself – but from God. The fact that you have seen the power of God manifest 
in your life is assurance of your salvation. 
 
And what is the secret to that strength? – the word of God abiding in you. 
 
I hope you grasp this. The Scriptures not only tell us how to live, but they provide the 
strength to live. 
 
Psalm 119:9-11: 
 

How can a young man keep his way pure? 
By keeping it according to Your word. 
With all my heart I have sought You; 
Do not let me wander from Your commandments. 
Your word I have treasured in my heart, 
That I may not sin against You. 

 
The Spirit of God delights to take the word of God and make it live in the heart of the 
child of God. Meditating on the word, praying through the word, placing the word in 
your heart – these are the keys to spiritual strength. 
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The word of God is not a passive book. It is not like reading an inspiring devotional 
book. There is a supernatural event that takes place when the child of God comes to 
the word of God. 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13: 
 

For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And there is no 
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes 
of Him with whom we have to do. 

 
If you want the strength to live holy lives, come to the word. 
 
And the result of your salvation is that you have overcome the evil one. We were 
formerly under the influence of the prince of this world, the evil one. But at salvation, 
we were transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of God’s beloved 
Son. Christ is our head. The power of Satan over the believer is broken. He was 
defeated at the cross and he is defeated in the lives of men and women when they are 
saved and the power of the cross flows into their lives. 
 
John wants us to know that we are saved. He wants us to exult in the reality of our 
eternal destiny. 
 
But John also knows there are tares among the wheat. So he transitions back to his 
tests of life. 
 
John knows that while Satan is the defeated enemy, he still roams the earth seeking 
to devour. 
 
While sin is no longer master over us, there are times when we still do what we do not 
wish to do. 
 
While our hearts are reoriented to God, we still live in this evil world. 
 
Basically, salvation does not mean we will not struggle against the world the flesh and 
the devil every day of our lives. What salvation does is two things. It gives us a heart 
to want to struggle and live godly lives and it gives us the tools to do so. 
 
The truth that Christians are strong and have overcome the evil one leads John to his 
second test – Are you separated from the world? 
 
Verse 15: 
 

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. 
 
John uses the term ‘world’ here to refer to our life in this world under the power of 
Satan. John tells us that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. This is his 
turf. When we are saved, we become foreigners and outcasts here. This is no longer 
our home. Our citizenship is in heaven. We are hated by the world. Our Lord is Christ 
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not Satan. Our hearts are in heaven not earth. Our desires are for holiness not 
worldliness. 
 
But, as those with mouldering cinders of evil still within us, the lure of the world can 
still tempt us. But when all is said and done, the child of God loves the things of eternity 
more than the things of this world. 
 
John has a clear message for us – Do not love the world nor the things in the world. 
This world is poison to the child of God. It looks enticing but it destroys us. 
 
Don’t love the world – don’t love this evil system. The world promotes selfishness, 
greed, immorality, pride – everything that would draw us from God. Don’t fall for the 
lie that says this is a good way to live. 
 
And don’t love the things of this world. Everything in this world is passing away. God 
will destroy it all. People, scholarship, possessions, power, fame – it will all burn. Our 
hearts and satisfaction should be in God not the world. Set your hearts on the things 
above, not on the things below. Lay up treasure in heaven. 
 
There are good gifts from God in this world – family, friends, the glory of the creation. 
But don’t get too wrapped up even in these good things. All of them are going. There 
is no marrying or giving in marriage in heaven, relationships are beyond the realms of 
even the closest earthly expression. The glory of heaven is not created beauty but the 
glory of the Lord Himself. 
 
When you set your heart on God, even the best things of this life fade by comparison. 
 
However, when you set your heart on the things of this world, God fades. We don’t 
desire Him. We don’t long for eternity. Our roots go down deep in this world. We cannot 
say – to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 
You cannot serve two masters; for either you will hate the one and love the other, or 
you will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
 
That is why John says: 
 

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
 
If in the deepest recesses of your heart, your desire is for this world not God, then His 
love is not in your heart. 
 
When someone is truly saved, they desire God above everything in this life. Put 
everything in this life on a scale – loved ones, career, possessions, the pleasures of 
life. On the other side, just put one thing – God. And God always out weighs the rest. 
 
That is why Jesus could make such radical statements as: 
 

He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who 
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not 
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take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who has found his 
life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it. 

 
A love for the things of this world is not from God, but from the world. Verse 16: 
 

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

 
The temptation is to love the things of this world. While placing anything in this world 
above our love for God is wrong, there are certain areas that we are especially prone 
to fail in this regard. 
 
The lust of the flesh. When God created us, He gave us certain desires – such as 
desires for food and sexual gratification. These desires are a part of our flesh, our 
intrinsic makeup. God also gave us the proper way to satisfy those desires. 
 
However, when those desires are oriented to being satisfied in unbiblical ways, it 
becomes sin. John terms this the lust of the flesh. 
 
There is also the lust of the eyes. This is an ungodly desire to acquire what is not ours. 
It refers to both what we actually see and also what we see with our mind’s eye. 
 
It refers to greed, such as Achan. God had placed all the goods of Jericho under a ban 
but Achan saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and two hundred 
shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight. This seeing led him to covet 
them and finally he took the last step, he took them. 
 
It refers to lust, such as David. David saw the beautiful Bathsheba. His lust was 
inflamed. And he took her. 
 
John also speaks of the boastful pride of life. The first two refer warnings refer to a 
desire for things we don’t have. This term speaks of an ungodly pride in what we 
actually do have. The word speaks of bragging about our possessions – the great job, 
the big house, the trophy wife, the mistress, the big screen T.V., the two porsches. 
Our pride is in the things of this world. 
 
And John says, these things are not from the Father, the world generates this itself. 
 
And we are fools to desire these things because, verse 17: 
 

The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of 
God lives forever. 

 
This world and its lusts are passing away. God isn’t interested in these temporary 
things. He is interested in the one thing that lasts into eternity – you – the redeemed! 
It is the one who does the will of God who lives forever. 
 
This temporary world is filled with the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 
boastful pride of life. 
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Turn on the T.V. every advertisement appeals to the lust of the flesh to make you 
dissatisfied with your husband or wife and desire the model looker. It shows us great 
houses, cars, the lifestyles of the rich and famous, home renovation shows, money 
shows, cooking shows. It feeds off the lust of the eyes. And it parades endless 
celebrities and wealthy men and women who boast about what they have. 
 
Listen to the music of the world. It fans these same infernos. Look at any billboard. 
Open any magazine. 
 
We live in a tough time. The world has always pandered to our lusts. But now the world 
has so many powerful, evocative tools to fan our lusts. 
 
What do you do? 
 
• Realise that this is not of God. Realise that this is of the world. 
 
• Flee temptation. If the TV stokes the fires – then tame it. If your boss keeps telling 

you to work longer hours to earn more for your family, resist the temptation. 
 
• Draw close to God. Meditate on His word. Spend time in prayer. Find what God 

thinks of this world. Saturate yourself with the Lord and He will satisfy you to such 
a degree that the allure of this world will fade. 

 
• Remind yourself of verse 17 – The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but 

the one who does the will of God lives forever. 
 

This world is passing. All the cars, houses, food, sex and stuff of life will burn. They 
are dross. In fact they are worse than dross they are anchors weighing down your 
soul. 
 
Only you will enter eternity. And the treasures you have for eternity will be the ones 
you sent ahead and laid up. Everything you had in this life will be gone. Meditating 
on eternity puts this world  into perspective. 
 

• Consider Jesus. We are to be like Him. He lived to do the will of God. He had no 
home. He had nowhere to lay His head. He lived very simply. He never had 
relations with a woman. Yet, He was the most satisfied man who ever lived. He 
lived in the light of eternity. 

 
The perfect man found His joy in the things of heaven not the things of earth. 

 
One day when that phone rings, and you have six weeks to live or that bus knocks you 
down or you are on your deathbed, worn out through weight of years. 
 
You will know that your heart is in heaven and your treasure is laid up eternally. You 
will be ready to leave this world and go to your true home above. And you will know 
with certainty that you go to Christ. 


