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TASTING ETERNITY – Part 3 
(1 John 2:18-27  November 15, 1998) 

 
1 John 2:18-27: 
 

Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even 
now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 
They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown 
that they all are not of us. But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and 
you all know. I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but 
the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who 
denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the 
Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also. As for you, let that 
abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the 
beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. This 
is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life. These things I have 
written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you. As for you, the 
anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need 
for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and 
is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him. 

 
Is antichrist sitting in this church today? Is antichrist here? The answer might surprise 
you. Almost certainly antichrist is here. Is it you? Or you? Or you? 
 
Most Christians don’t look in the mirror and ask themself the question “Am I the 
antichrist? Am I the coming world ruler?” 
 
But while Scripture doesn’t tell us to ask ourselves “Am I the antichrist,” it most 
certainly does tell us to ask, “Am I an antichrist.” 
 
The culmination of this age will indeed see the rise of one final great antichrist, but all 
of history is littered with men and women who were antichrists. Those who opposed 
Christ. 
 
And the tragedy is that the majority of antichrists sat in churches just like this one and 
thought they were Christians. 
 
Do we have any antichrists here today? Are you an antichrist and you just don’t know 
it? 
 
The Apostle John tells us that everyone who names the name of Christ falls into two 
categories – Christians and antichrists. Those who are truly Christ’s and those who 
think they are Christ’s but will ultimately show their true colours by opposing Christ. 
And in today’s passage we will see how you can determine which category you fall 
into. 
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Our passage today is the third of 3 Tests given by the Apostle John by which you can 
know if you belong to Christ: 
 
• In verses 3-11, the test is – Are you like Christ? 
• In verses 12-17, the test is – Are you separated from the world? 
• In verses 18-27, our verses for today, the test is – Are you abiding in the truth about 

Christ? 
 
We begin in chapter 2, verse 18: 
 

Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even 
now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. 

 
John is deeply concerned for his children in the faith. His concern for them is the 
proliferation of antichrists even in the church who may influence them. And John gets 
their attention with this statement: 
 

Children, it is the last hour. 
 
What does this mean? Is John saying that he lived in the very end of history and he 
expected the return of Christ soon? Did John think that the clock of world history was 
at one minute to midnight? 
 
Yes and no! 
 
Scripture uses a number of terms such as last days and end times that all refer to the 
period of history following the arrival of Christ. At first glance you might think that these 
terms meant that the end of the world was about to occur within a few days. But, nearly 
2000 years later the end has not come. Did the authors of Scripture get it wrong? 
 
No! Scripture speaks of the coming of Christ as ending the old age and ushering in 
the new age. The picture is this: 
 

 
When Christ became man and entered human history, the old age ended. Human 
history could not have ended until the Messiah had come. But now that the Messiah 
had come, human history could end at any time. That is why the church age is known 
as the last days or the last times. 
 
But John takes us a little further. Just as the arrival of Christ showed we are in the last 
days, so the arrival of antichrists shows we are in the last hour. 
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My friends, Satan knows he is in the last hour. He knows that the coming of Christ 
means that the Lord could end world history at any time. Satan is the Lord of this world, 
but his reign could end at any moment, whenever the Lord wills it. 
 
Luther put it this way in his great hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God: 
 

The prince of darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him – 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo, his doom is sure: 
One little word shall fell him. 

 
His doom is sure. At one word from God this world is done and Satan’s fling as ruler 
is done. Satan knows this. So the powers of evil mobilised after the coming of Christ. 
Time to make hay while they might. 
 
You can imagine the pandemonium in the demonic ranks the day Christ rose from the 
dead. 
 
Consider this conversation between the demons Eye-gate tempter and Lie 
disseminator. The demon spawn were celebrating the death of Jesus, the victory of 
death, when news arrived. 
 

The tomb is empty! The body went in, it didn’t come out – but the tomb is empty! 
A holy angel was there and claimed He has risen! 
 
Well, then we have had it. The deed is done, the penalty for man’s sin is paid. 
The Enemy could end this world right now. Judgment is coming Eye-gate, its 
coming I say. 
 
Yes it is, but when? When? We have had a good innings. We have helped fill 
Hades. But when is it over. 
 
I don’t know. No one knows. One day, ten thousand years, no one knows. 
 
In the meantime, word has come from the dark Lord, every demon is to be in 
overdrive. We are to fill the fires of hell while we may. Take the truth and twist 
it enough to pervert it. Devise ever greater lures and lusts. Hurl every fiery dart 
in our arsenal. We are to go out with a bang not a whimper. 
 
Then let us be at our task. 

 
This is the last hour and the rise of antichrists is proof-positive of the truth of 
Christianity. Satan spares no efforts to oppose the false religions of the world. How 
many anti-Buddas have you seen arise? Or anti-Mohammeds? Or anti-
Confusciouses? Or anti-Krishnas? – The answer is NONE! 
 
If you ever doubt whether Christianity is true, just look around you. The heat is on 
Christians. It is Christians hunted down like dogs in the Sudan. Christians jailed for 
reading the Scriptures in Pakistan. The opposition is to Christ. All over this world, the 
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saints are suffering for Christ. Today is a world day of prayer for the persecuted church. 
I would ask you to come to our evening service where we will pray for the persecuted 
church worldwide. 
 
The spawning of antichrists proves beyond a doubt that Christianity is true and it tells 
us that we are not just in the last days but the last hour. Again, this does not mean that 
the end of the world will happen soon. It just means that the end of the world could 
happen at any time. It could have happened in the first century when John wrote. It 
could happen as we near the end of the millennium. 
 
If antichrists are the sign of the end times, what is an antichrist? 
 
The prefix ‘anti’ here can mean either ‘instead of’ Christ or ‘against’ Christ. While 
antichrists certainly can be in the place of Christ – the Pope, Reverend Moon and the 
like – the context here suggests that these antichrists are opposed to the true Christ. 
Their teaching denies the truth about Christ. 
 
Jesus said this in Matthew 12:30: 
 

He who is not with Me is against Me. 
 
Those who deny the truth of Christ are opposed to Christ. 
 
So look again at John’s words in verse 18: 
 

Children, it is the last hour. 
 
We are in the end stage of history. 
 

And just as you heard that antichrist is coming. 
 
The one final great antichrist will indeed arise, but, 
 

Even now many antichrists have appeared. 
 
You don’t have to wait for the rise of the final antichrist to realise we are in the last 
hour. Look around, this world is filled with antichrists right now. 
 

From this we know that it is the last hour. 
 
Who are these antichrists? Verse 19: 
 

They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown 
that they all are not of us. 

 
Theologians speak of two churches, the visible church and the invisible church. The 
visible church is made up of all those who name the name of Christ and gather together 
in the worship of Christ. This church gathered here this morning is a part of the visible 
church. 
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But, when God looks down from the heavenly places at the visible church, He sees 
what we cannot. He sees that the visible church is made of two groups. You can call 
them wheat and tares, Christians and antichrists, invisible church and apostates. 
 
In every church congregation there are those who truly belong to God and those who 
do not. Only God knows those who are not His – but they will manifest themselves in 
time. 
 
The visible church purifies itself and conforms itself to the invisible church by forcing 
out the tares and the antichrists. The sad fact is that the antichrists don’t even realise 
that they are opposed to Christ. They think they are Christians. In fact even when they 
leave the true church, they are convinced that they are the true saints. 
 
So how does the true church purify itself? It sweeps out the leaven of antichrist in two 
ways. 
 
First, through church discipline. Often the antichrists identify themselves because they 
do not obey Christ and do not live like Him. They live in wilful disobedience. They 
indulge the lusts of the world. And God has commanded the church to purify itself by 
disciplining these false saints from the fellowship. 
 
But, sometimes the antichrists put up a good front in terms of obedience and relative 
holiness. These ones are confronted by the second prong of church cleansing – 
biblical teaching. 
 
A church which majors on the central doctrines of Scripture, will eventually drive many 
antichrists away. 
 
Only the true believer accepts the mysteries of Scripture. You who are Christ’s know 
that you are finite and that many of the mysteries of the faith are beyond your capacity 
to ever grasp. You just accept them. While you cannot conceptualise the Trinity, you 
believe it with all your soul. 
 
Antichrists listen to the siren call of the world and Satan. The hard teachings of 
Scripture stick in their craw. They make a fuss. They ask the church to alter its 
teachings. They attract a few other antichrists to their cause, but in a solid church they 
are refuted. Finally, they can’t stomach it and they leave. They show their true colours. 
 
This obviously occurred among the churches of Asia Minor. They went out, they left 
the churches. But their going just showed what was not evident before. They were not 
really of us. They were not truly Christ’s. 
 
If they were Christ’s they would not have left the true church, His body. 
 
Their going showed that they are not in fellowship with John, the true church and 
Christ. 
 
This is the way it has always worked. Look at the antichrist groups that have sprung 
up in the last century – groups such as the Mormons, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the 
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Moonies, the Faith teachers and the like. They didn’t just come out of the pagan 
masses. They all arose in Christian churches and left to form their own demon 
inspired groups. 
 
Their false beliefs could not co-exist with true doctrine and practice. They had to leave. 
 
The antichrists of our churches still leave today. Some form new groups. Others are 
recruited into existing cults. 
 
Let me tell you how it often works today. Antichrist is relaxing at home when the knock 
comes. It is the Mormons. 
 

Sorry mate, not interested, I’m a Christian. 
 
Wonderful, so am I. Mormons are followers of Christ. 
 
But aren’t you a cult or something? 
 
Many give us that label because they can’t answer us. Easier to label us a cult 
than try and answer our questions. Let me show you what I mean. You are a 
Christian. Do you believe in the Trinity – that there is one God in three persons? 
 
Yeah, I guess so. 
 
Can you show me one verse in the Bible that speaks of the Trinity? 
 
No. 
 
Can you explain how there can be one God, yet three? 
 
No. 
 
The truth is that Jesus is the mightiest of the angels. He is certainly powerful, 
but not God. He came to show us the way. That is the truth the churches don’t 
want you to know. 
 
Huh! Come on in, I want to hear more on this. 

 
The tragedy is that antichrists think they are saved. But they do not cling to the truth 
about Christ and abide in it. Finally, they will show their true colours and leave. 
 
We practice church discipline and teach strong doctrine here to purify the church – to 
frighten the antichrists off. We aren’t perfect at this, but we do the best job we can. 
 
The tragedy is that many of the churches today have neglected their God-given task 
of cleansing through church discipline and strong teaching. They are so feeble that 
antichrists feel right at home. Amazing as it sounds, antichrists don’t feel enough 
discomfort to move on. The tares hide amid the weak wheat and are never confronted 
with the standards of Scripture. 
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Verse 20: 
 

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know. 
 
The true believer will not be seduced by the siren call of the antichrists. He knows the 
truth because he has an anointing from the Holy One. This is not the word for ‘know’ 
that speaks of experience, this is the word that speaks of holding to the truth. 
 
John is using a little play on words here that only comes across in the Greek. The 
protection against the antichrist is the ������� or anointing. ������� refers to 
that with which we are anointed. For the believer, we are anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
It is He who enables us know the truth. 
 
Listen to the way Paul explains this mysterious interplay of the Holy Spirit leading us 
into the truth. 1 Corinthians 2:12-14: 
 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things 
we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by 
the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a natural man 
does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; 
and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 

 
The picture is this. Just as a man born blind cannot perceive the glory of a sunset, so 
the unsaved man is utterly incapable of accepting the truth about Christ and salvation. 
 
But a saved man is like a blind man suddenly given sight. He can now grasp the truth. 
And the agent that works this miracle is the Holy Spirit. 
 
There are a number of truths that you and I hold as very dear. The deity of Christ, the 
sovereignty of God, the inspiration of Scripture, the atoning death of Christ. 
 
The world mocks these truths. The world laughs at the superstitious fools who clutch 
the support of Christianity. They cannot see these truths. They cannot feel them. 
 
I can vividly remember a fellow medical student, Bob Jones, who used to walk to the 
front of the lecture theatre to announce the meeting of the Medical Cell group every 
week. We would jeer and throw missiles at him. I thought him contemptuous and pitiful. 
 
Then, God opened my blinded eyes and these same truths I once despised I now 
loved and knew them to be true with every fibre of my being. I still cannot explain them 
to an atheist. I cannot even explain them to the rational side of my mind. But I know 
them as true more than the rising of the sun. 
 
And the explanation is the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit takes the words of 
Scripture and makes them live. To the natural man this is just a religious book. To a 
man under the influence of the Spirit, this is the very word of the living God. 
 
That is why John could say that every true Christian knows the truth. We have the 
Spirit to show us the truth of the word. 
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Verse 21: 
 

I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you 
do know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 

 
Brothers and sisters, you may not be able to articulate the Trinity, or explain how the 
Bible is God breathed yet written by man. You might not be able to give a scientific 
explanation of the virgin birth. You may not be able to account for how Christ could die 
2000 years ago for your sins of yesterday, today and tomorrow. But, if you are a child 
of God, you know the absolute reality of these gospel truths. They live in a cherished 
place in your heart and nothing could ever extract them or tempt them loose. 
 
Your love of these truths confirms the reality of your salvation. 
 
John is not adding some startling new teaching to the gospel here. He is stating that 
you who are Christ’s know these truths and their reality. 
 
Christians will never accept any lie that undercuts the gospel because no lie is of the 
truth. Truth and error cannot coexist. They are like oil and water. The true saint does 
not deny the deity of Christ and his death for our sins. It just doesn’t happen. 
 
So what was the specific heresy that caused this tremendous upheaval in the churches 
of Asia Minor? John outlines the basis of the error in verses 22 and 23. Look at verse 
22: 
 

Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 

 
Those who left the church, the antichrists, they denied that Jesus is the Christ. This is 
known as the Gnostic heresy. 
 
Remember, the Gnostics drew a very sharp distinction between the historical MAN 
Jesus of Nazareth and the eternal GOD, Christ. 
 
Docetic Gnosticism taught that Christ only seemed to have a human body; His 
supposed humanity was in fact a phantom. But no body meant no death, no 
atonement, no resurrection and thus no gospel. 
 
Another branch was Cerinthian Gnosticism. They held that “the Christ” came on the 
man Jesus at His baptism and empowered His ministry, but left Him before His 
crucifixion. 
 
Basically, they were saying that Jesus of Nazareth WAS NOT GOD. He was a man 
and not deity. 
 
But this undercuts the whole gospel. It denies that it was God who died for our sins. It 
denies that God rose again as the first fruits. It is a totally different gospel. Those who 
accept this are liars and the truth is not in them. 
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And when you deny the Son, you of necessity deny the Father. It is the Father who 
sent the Son. It is the Father who reveals Himself in the Son. It was the Father who 
attested the Son at His baptism. It was the Father who approved His ministry on the 
Mount of transfiguration. It was the Father who raised the Son from the grave. 
 
Denying the truth about the Son denies the Father. It makes Him to be a liar. Verse 
23: 
 

Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the 
Son has the Father also. 

 
It is impossible to have fellowship with God and deny the deity of the Son, Jesus of 
Nazareth. There is no salvation, no gospel and no life without Him. It is the Son who 
said: 
 

I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father but through Me. 
 
Everyone, everyone who confesses the Son has the Father also. The only way to the 
Father is through the Son. There is no salvation apart from our blessed Lord Jesus. 
 
The same heresy that drove the antichrists from the churches in Asia Minor is alive 
and well today. It lives in the cults – the Mormons, the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the 
Moonies, the Word of Faith teachers and the like. It lives in the liberals. It lives in men 
and women who sit in good churches, think they are saved, but never truly accept the 
truth about the Son. 
 
But in this day of heresies, I thank God for each of you. For each of you who have 
loved the Son and the Father, each of you who have trusted in the cross alone, each 
of you who live for eternity. 
 
I know the truth of John’s words in 3 John 4: 
 

I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. 
 
I pray I won’t have the heartache of John and see some of you deny the faith of the 
fathers. I pray that in the deepest recesses of your heart you accept the truth about 
who Christ is, without any doubts and cling unwaveringly to that truth. 
 
If the truth of who Christ is and what He has done is not an intrinsic part of your life, if 
you are indifferent to these truths, if you think they aren’t that big a deal – then check 
your heart – you may be antichrist. 
 
How do you make sure that you never drift from the truth of the faith? By taking to 
heart the advice John gives in verses 24 to 27. Look at verses 24 and 25: 
 

As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you 
heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in 
the Father. This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life. 



 10 

What saved you? It was the old, old, story of Jesus and His love. The story of God 
who became man to die for lost sinners. This is the gospel that Christ entrusted to His 
disciples, and they entrusted it to the church, and faithful men and women entrusted it 
to you. It has not and will never change one iota. Any change renders it worthless. 
 
You cannot improve the gospel, you can only weaken and destroy it. I tell you, my 
greatest fear of the church growth movement is at this very point. The gospel that 
saves men and women is unpalatable. Adding a little honey to it, cutting out a few 
difficult parts, making it taste better to the world – this adulterates it! And an adulterated 
gospel does not cause men to be born again, it causes miscarriages. It breeds 
antichrists. 
 
But for those who accept the truth, they are saved and they abide in the truth, cling to 
it and never let it go. What was heard from the beginning, the gospel of the God-man, 
abides forever in the hearts of the saints. 
 
And if this simple truth abides in you, you will abide in the Son and in the Father. This 
gospel is so simple that little children can grasp it and love it. But the gospel is so 
profound geniuses reject it. 
 
But the truth is that anyone, anyone who clings to the gospel does abides in the Son 
and the Father – they do have fellowship with their Creator Redeemer. 
 
This is a binding, unbreakable promise of Christ Himself. Listen to John 6:40: 
 

For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and 
believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last 
day. 

 
We who trust in the God-man, have fellowship with the Son and the Father and we 
have eternal life. I hope that you noticed that eternal life is not spoken of as some 
future prize. It is our possession right now. We are united to the risen Christ. We are 
bound to the eternal One. We have eternal life. 
 
Verse 26: 
 

These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive 
you. 

 
Satan and his antichrists are out there trying to lead you astray. As we saw in verse 
24, those who are saved cannot be led astray for the Holy Spirit preserves them in the 
truth. But, for those who are playing at Christianity, those who toy with the truth, they 
are in imminent danger. So cling to the truth. 
 
If you think that this warning from John is not relevant to us today, then you live with 
closed eyes to the fact that antichrists walk among us. Just yesterday I was up at the 
Moorooka Mall sharing and I met an antichrist. He was a doctor who had been an 
acquaintance from years ago. 
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He belongs to a church called believe it or not The Church of All Religions, a group 
which grew out of Raj Yoga. I asked him what he thought of Jesus – he said that Jesus 
was born a man, but his goodness led Him to become Christ, to become God. His life 
and death were merely examples for us of how to become gods. 
 
I asked him about his church service. He said they never had teaching. Someone 
would read a passage from a prophet or philosopher – Mohammed, Krishna, Buddha, 
Moses, Jesus, Confuscious – then they would meditate on this passage for some 
considerable time. After this they would chant one of the names of God over and over 
and over. Then the service would be done. 
 
This is pure Gnosticism. Walking around the Moorooka Mall was this exact same 
heresy that John warned about. It is as alive and dangerous today as it was 2000 
years ago. This man said he would call me to share more about his beliefs. He wants 
to wean me from the truth. 
 
Brothers and sisters – antichrists are out there and they want your soul. They knock 
on our doors, they stuff propaganda in our letterboxes, they invade our minds through 
the media, they come up to us on the street and most insidious of all, they can sit in 
our churches. The only prevention is that of verse 24, let the truth about Christ abide 
in us and cling to it for dear life. 
 
And lean on the promise of verse 27: 
 

As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you 
have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about 
all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in 
Him. 

 
Christians, the anointing or Holy Spirit of God abides in you. In 1 Corinthians 2:16, 
Paul says that when we couple the word of God with the Spirit of God, we have the 
mind of Christ. Who needs more than this? 
 
Don’t mistake what John is saying when he declares – you have no need for anyone 
to teach you. 
 
The context here is crystal clear. John is not saying that we have no need of teachers. 
Far from it. John is teaching his flock in this letter. Teachers are one of the blessed 
gifts from God to His church. Elders must be able to teach. But, these teachers are all 
spiritual men who teach the word of God and do not teach their own thoughts and 
opinions. 
 
John is saying that we have no need of anyone who does not have the Spirit to be 
teaching us anything that we cannot discern from the word under the guidance of the 
Spirit. 
 
The Gnostics got their very name because they taught that they had the secret gnosis 
or knowledge. They taught that they had the truth of life, which was only available 
through initiation into their teachings. 
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John says no! You have the mind of Christ. In the word and the Spirit, you have 
everything you need for salvation, sanctification and life. In fact there is no spiritual 
truth available to men outside the word and the Spirit of God. 
 
If any teacher claims to have deeper and further revelation – John says – call them 
antichrist, shake the dust from your feet and spurn them. We are surrounded by groups 
which make this same claim today. Something extra than you can discern from your 
Bible under the guidance of God’s Spirit. 
 
Catholics claim papal inspiration. Mormons demand we listen to the revelation of The 
Book of Mormon. Jehovah’s Witnesses follow the prophecies of The Watchtower. 
Faith teachers claim ongoing revelation from their chats with God. Neo-orthodox tell 
you that you can learn from Christ-encounters. The list is endless. 
 
They tell you that you are missing out. They say there is so much more and they have 
it. They make you feel inadequate and underprivileged. They will have you believe that 
you are malnourished in terms of spiritual truth. 
 
Well what more is there? Ephesians 1:3 says we are: 
 

Blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. 
 
Doesn’t sound like we are missing much. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us that: 
 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 
adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 
Through the word, we become adequate and equipped for every good work. Just how 
much more do they have? 
 
John says that they have nothing. Add anything to the word and you have corrupted 
it. It is like adding one drop of poison to a bucketful of water – the lot is poisonous. 
 
We don’t need it! We have Christ’s anointing, Christ’s Spirit to teach us all things. This 
is true, it is not a lie. We have been saved through the truth about Christ, this same 
truth will sustain us. Therefore, John ends with this plea – Beloved, you abide in Him! 
Continue to fellowship, trust and cling to the simple faith which saved you. 
 
They might label you conservative, fundamentalist and puritan. Well thank them! For 
you stand with John and Paul and Luther and Calvin and Wesley and Spurgeon and 
Lloyd-Jones and every saint throughout the ages. 
 
You might not understand every nuance of the word. The lies of the antichrists might 
sound convincing. Your flesh and rational mind might cry out to go with the flow. But 
you who are saved will abide in the truth about Christ. You know whom you have 
believed in and you know that to let go means death. 
 
Like a drowning man clinging to flotsam you will never let go, for your eternal life 
depends on it. 
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Brethren, every church has its antichrists. The churches John ministered in had them, 
and Paul, and Timothy, and Titus. Every church has them. They will come. They will 
lure. They will go. 
 
But you who love Christ, the God man who redeemed you, you will remain faithful to 
Him. You are the sheep who have heard His voice. You follow Him. And He knows 
you. He has given you eternal life and no one will ever snatch you from His hand. 
 
If you love Jesus Christ, God who became man to redeem you, then when you look in 
the mirror and ask, “Am I an antichrist?” Then the apostle John will answer you back, 
“No beloved, for you abide in Him.” 


