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SHAMEPROOF LIVING – Part 3 
(1 John 3:10b-18  December 6, 1998) 

 
1 John 3:10-18: 
 

By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone 
who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not 
love his brother. For this is the message which you have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another; not as Cain, who was of the evil 
one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his 
deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. Do not be surprised, 
brethren, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer 
has eternal life abiding in him. We know love by this, that He laid down His life 
for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the 
world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, 
how does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word 
or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

 
On May 23, 2009, Grace Bible Church finally closed its doors for the last time. A few 
shed a tear. Most wondered how a church that started so well could end so badly. Yet, 
amid the maelstrom of acrimony in the which the church self-destructed, no one 
realised that the seeds for that destruction were set in place exactly ten years before. 
 
On Sunday May 23, 1999, three events occurred which led to the final destruction of 
Grace Bible Church. Each was seemingly innocuous and went unnoticed by most. But 
they festered until they spewed forth years later. 
 
The first event occurred in the church service. Dave D’Amour preached on 1 Timothy 
2:9-15, where Paul forbids a woman to teach. He expounded the text well. But in the 
congregation, Fred and Doris sat stunned. Their daughter was an elder in the Uniting 
Church who had filled the pulpit on occasion. They had been taught that the passage 
was applicable only in one cultural context – Ephesus where untrained women wanted 
to teach. It could never apply in the 20th century where women are well trained. 
 
They never went to Dave. In fact they never brought their concerns up. But they lost 
confidence in elders who could hold such discriminatory teachings. They cut their 
giving back to near nothing and stopped attending the evening service in silent protest. 
But worst of all, they never missed an opportunity to sew seeds of dissent against the 
elders. 
 
The second event occurred in the alleyway on the way to morning tea. Laura was 
talking with June as Diane walked by. Laura looked up and mumbled, “Good morning 
Diane.” But Diane kept right on walking. 
 
The truth is that Diane was totally preoccupied. The cat had died the day before, the 
children were a mess and her husband’s job looked in jeopardy. She never heard the 
greeting. But all Laura saw was a brush off. 
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As she drove home that day Laura began to think. You know, Diane is just 
symptomatic of a deeper problem in this church. As I come to think of it, others in this 
church are high and mighty, too high and mighty to talk to a switchboard operator like 
me. From that day, her vision was tainted. Innocent remarks took on barbs. Laughs in 
the corner were directed at her. Applications in the sermon were obviously about her. 
 
She shared her paranoia with others in her Bible-study. They began to notice the same 
problem too. The disease spread. 
 
The third event was the announcement by the elders that due to the growing 
congregation we would have to go to two services. The elders had presented the 
alternatives several weeks earlier, had received feedback and had now made the 
decision. Most agreed wholeheartedly. 
 
But, Albert and Judy were upset. This would only lead to two churches. One for the 
young, one for the rest. They made their thoughts known. When asked what alternative 
we had, they declared we should move. When told that the sums of money involved 
were out of reach they said we lacked faith. They left the church. 
 
But they had friends here. For years they called those friends and asked about the 
church. Any problem was somehow always tied back to the decision to go to two 
services and the poor leadership of the elders. 
 
A little under ten years later, things came to a head. Fred and Doris had reached the 
point where they just had to vent their spleen. Laura and her friends seized the 
opportunity to join the feeding frenzy. Those influenced by Albert and Judy found that 
they couldn’t agree more. Those who had been happy in the church wondered how 
they could have been so blind to these issues that others saw so clearly. 
 
The church stayed open for another few months, but it was all but dead. Killed off by 
a biblical sermon, a miscommunication and a refusal to accept a decision. Satan 
laughed his head off. 
 
It is a story that could be repeated ad nauseam throughout the past 2000 years. 
 
Brethren, let me ask you this question. What is it that God sees as vital in the life of 
our church? What are the key issues that should concern us? 
 
We often think it is practical issues such as the music style, the giving, youth ministry, 
sermon length and the like. Or doctrinal issues – the Sabbath, the Law, eschatology 
and other questions which have only tangential impact on our living for the glory of 
God. But, these are the things that we worry about. These things that are actually 
minor in an eternal sense, these are the things that give ministers ulcers and 
congregations lose sleep over. 
 
I put it to you, these are not the issues God sees as the most crucial. 
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Jesus Himself told us that two things are vital. We must love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, soul, mind and strength and we must love our neighbour as ourself. 
Whatever we may think, these are God’s priorities. 
 
So many of our problems arise because we ignore the second of these priorities. We 
forget the absolute priority of loving the brethren. Churches that esteem others more 
highly than they esteem themselves are not racked by divisions, infighting and splits. 
 
If love and her twin sister forgiveness characterise a church, then blessed are those 
who call it home. For such a church is peopled by true children of God. 
 
The Apostle John understood this. When he wrote 1 John, he encouraged you to live 
in such a way that you would rejoice at the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
He wrote that you could do this by living righteously and by loving fervently until He 
comes. We have seen what it means to live righteously. Today, I want us to see what 
John said about loving fervently. 
 
This is crucial for the true child of God loves as Christ loved. 
 
Turn with me to 1 John 3:10: 
 

By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone 
who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not 
love his brother. 

 
There are always going to be ducklings who think they are swans. But they stand out 
clearly as ducklings. Those who name the name of Christ but have not the slightest 
hint of holiness or Christian love. 
 
The children of the devil are obvious – they do not practice righteousness and they do 
not love their brethren. But just as obvious are the true children of God who live holy 
lives in love. 
 
Loving the brethren. In one sense we might think it is easy to love the brethren. After 
all, the brethren are nice Christian people. They love Jesus. They should be the easiest 
people around to love. 
 
Wrong! The reality is that we are all prickly creatures. We all see the world in a certain 
perspective. We all have idiosyncrasies. And we all sin. 
 
The problem is that we expect other Christians to be perfect, more perfect than we 
are. We are quick to point to a verse about how they should have behaved. Worse 
than that, we expect them to see Scripture and issues of preference just the way we 
do. The result is that we place much higher standards on the saints than on our non-
Christian friends. We set the bar much higher in the church than we do in the world. 
We have unrealistic expectations. 
 
Perhaps this difficulty is why the admonition to love one another is repeated over and 
over and over in Scripture. God wants us to understand the priority of love for the 
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brethren. Perhaps that is why Jesus gave us this command right from the beginning 
of His ministry. Look at verse 11: 
 

For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another. 

 
I had intended to just list the verses that command us to love the brethren, the one 
anothers and similar verses. I would have been here for quite some time. 
 
Let me just say that there is a sense in which our love is to be universal. Galatians 
6:10 tells us: 
 

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people. 
 
We have an obligation to love all men, but Paul goes on: 
 

And especially [to do good] to those who are of the household of the faith. 
 
We have a special burden to love those who are fellow saints. John could have looked 
broadly at the heart which loves all mankind. And the true Christian does have a love 
for the world. But instead, he focuses his sights on our obligation to love the brethren, 
those united to us in the body of Christ. 
 
This command has always been a part of the Christian teaching. In John 13:35, Jesus 
said these memorable words: 
 

By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another. 

 
What did Jesus mean – we are to love one another? 
 
Love here is ��������. This type of love transcends the emotional, feeling oriented 
love of Hollywood. It is a decision to love unconditionally, continually and sacrificially. 
It means you choose to love even when you don’t feel like it. 
 
There are some brothers and sisters in the church we find relatively easy to love for 
one reason or another. They might be very Christlike. They might be very pleasant 
and have all the social graces down pat. We might like them because looking at them 
is just like looking in a mirror they are so like us. 
 
But, others in the church are not so easy to like. They might be very prickly – they find 
fault with everything. They might be so opinionated that you don’t even want to say 
hello to them because you will get an earful on some pet topic. They might be different 
– they overdress or underdress, they eat funny foods or run their families strangely. 
Others have never quite mastered the social graces. Some just plain don’t fit in. They 
are hard to like. 
 
Well let me remind you that this verse isn’t talking about liking someone – it’s talking 
about loving them. And it is not a suggestion – it is a command! Christ didn’t die to 
form a church full of Alan and Margaret Ingham clones or Ken Coulson clones. Christ 
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died to form a church filled with men and women from every tribe, every nation and 
every tongue. Men and women from every social setting, every cultural experience, 
every occupation and every background. 
 
The world forms clubs – Lions Clubs, Toastmasters, RSL’s, Greek Clubs, Chinese 
associations – and they are incredibly homogeneous. You go there and it seems to be 
a bunch of clones. The church is not to be like that. We are to accept everyone. Those 
like us, those very different to us. Those we would normally like, those we would not 
normally choose to get on with. 
 
The 19th century poet Emma Lazarus had one of her works, The New Colossus 
inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty. In it she writes this: 
 

Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me. 

 
That is to be the cry of the church. We have different backgrounds, races and cultures 
but we are united. We know we are wretches saved by grace, sojourners in a strange 
land. We are aliens none of whom quite fit this world. We find our unity in Christ. We 
are one, therefore everyone is to find a haven here. And the key to making this whole 
diverse patchwork function is love. 
 
1 Peter 4:8 gives this sage advice: 
 

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a 
multitude of sins. 

 
This is perhaps the greatest verse on church unity in Scripture. Keep fervent in your 
love. It doesn’t come naturally. You have to work at it. 
 
What happens is this. If someone in the church sins against you and it is a serious sin, 
then you are obligated to follow the steps for church discipline. The church must not 
be filled with wicked men and women. But, this level of sin is uncommon. And most 
will repent when confronted by their sin. 
 
Most often the problems arise from minor indiscretions. We tend to handle the lesser 
levels of sin in a number of ways – you can confront the person or you can spread 
stories concerning their indiscretion or you can store it up and allow the resentment to 
fester. 
 
But these are not biblical options. This verse says you are to forgive them. You are 
to allow your love to cover their sin. 
 
Listen, God loves you warts and all, and believe me every one of you have some pretty 
big warts. Should you not love others, even those who are different, socially inept and 
immature spiritually; those who do sin against you and are often just plain difficult to 
love? 
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The true child of God understands the boundless mercy bestowed upon Him and 
extends this love and mercy to others. Think about the parable of the ungrateful 
servant. A man facing financial ruin was extended mercy by the King. He was forgiven 
his debts. But when this same man found a debtor who owed him a paltry sum of 
money he had the man cast into prison without mercy. 
 
Listen to the way Christ concluded that parable: 
 

Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’ And his lord, 
moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all 
that was owed him. My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of 
you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” 

 
The true child of God cannot shake the concept of the mercy and love extended to 
him. He is so overwhelmed by the love shown to him that he cannot help but love 
others and forgive their indiscretions. 
 
Jesus understood the absolute centrality of love to the child of God. Perhaps that is 
why on the final night of His life, He chose to leave us a message that we could never 
forget. 
 
The evening of the Passover was not an easy time for Christ. He knew that this would 
be His last meal. He knew the ordeal of the cross before Him. But He had earnestly 
desired to eat this meal with His disciples. 
 
They were the men He had entrusted to declare the message of His life’s work. But 
they still didn’t grasp what was about to happen. In fact while Christ was preparing 
Himself for the cross, they began to argue about who was the greatest among them. 
Of course men arguing about greatness would never stoop to take on the task of the 
lowest. 
 
The practice of the day was to have the grime, sweat and smell washed from ones 
feet prior to dinner. They ate reclining and having your head near someone’s wicked 
smelling feet didn’t add to the ambience. 
 
Foot washing was the task of the lowest servant, a task no one wanted. And there was 
no servant present. 
 
Then as they bickered about greatness, He rose. He removed His outer clothes, girded 
Himself with garb of a servant, took a towel and water and moved to wash the feet of 
the disciples. 
 
There was silence. Shame at their folly gripped every one of them. Andrew sat in 
stunned silence as Christ rubbed the dirt from his feet. He felt humiliated, he should 
have known better. 
 
His brother, Peter, took it the worst. He refused to allow the Lord to touch his feet. But, 
it was a lesson Peter needed to learn so his feet were washed. 
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And when Christ was done, He took His place again at the table and said: 
 

If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet. For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did 
to you. 

 
Of every issue that Christ could have chosen to make a point of on His last night on 
earth, He chose this one. He taught love for the brethren. He personified love for the 
brethren. 
 
John then illustrates this love. He begins with a negative illustration in verse 12: 
 

[We love] not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for 
what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s 
were righteous. 

 
Scripture uses the term brethren or brothers to describe the type of love we are to 
have for other saints. The love between brothers is supposed to represent one of the 
closest earthly bonds. 
 
The problem is that some brothers tend to do more fighting that loving. Many sibling 
relationships are marked by jealousy, envy and one-upmanship. Usually this passes. 
But some go beyond the juvenile rivalry and develop into unfettered loathing. 
 
This was the case with Cain. You might think that he and Able would have the best 
brother to brother relationship possible. It is not as if there were other boys to play 
with. They were all they had growing up. You would think this would cement their love. 
 
But the relationship became very strained when the lads were old enough to bring an 
offering to the Lord. Cain brought the fruit of the ground, but Able brought of the 
firstlings of the flock and of their fat portions. 
 
Both took an offering, but the Lord was well pleased only with the offering of Abel. 
Why? Because he offered the firstlings and fat portions of the flock. By doing this Able 
showed that he recognised God as the author and sustainer of life and worthy of the 
best we have to offer. 
 
Cain offered too, but not the first-fruits, not the best. When he saw that God was better 
pleased with Able than him, the seeds of jealousy fanned to a fire of envy and it 
exploded in the murder of his own brother. 
 
This is the archetypical case of brotherly love gone horribly wrong. If Cain had loved 
Able, he would have been pleased to see his brother earn favour with God. True love 
rejoices in the success of others. False love is jealous of the success of others. And 
the unfettered result is murder. 
 
In John 8:44, Jesus says that the devil was a murderer from the beginning. Cain hating 
and finally murdering Able showed that he was not a son of God, but a son of the devil. 
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Our actions declare our true heart. 
 
Look again at verse 10: 
 

By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone 
who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not 
love his brother. 

 
Cain’s actions showed a lack of righteousness and a lack of love. He was a child of 
the devil. 
 
He slew Able because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. 
 
Here is a verse you do not want to slide past. The deeds of Cain were to fail to offer 
God the best in worship. Some of you may have been taught that Cain’s sin was in 
not offering a blood sacrifice. Clearly this is not the case. The word used for offering – 
both Cain’s and Able’s is the word that most commonly refers to a grain offering. The 
law had not yet been given, yet even when it was, acceptable offerings were both 
grain and animal offerings. 
 
No! The problem was that Cain did not give God the first and the best. Yet, he did give. 
And Scripture calls that evil because he did not give the best he could to God. 
 
If the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever, how are you doing? If 
worship is the ultimate priority of man, how are you doing? 
 
Do you give God your best in worship? Consider your worship on the Lord’s Day. Do 
you prepare your heart the night before? Do you pray before you come? Do you come 
ready to worship or is your mind off into next week? Do you sing with all your heart 
thinking of the words? Do you give liberally to God? Can you say Amen to the prayers 
or were you not even listening? Do you decide that one service a Sunday is enough, 
you have done your bit? 
 
As someone who cares for your soul, look at this verse! Look at it in light of every 
aspect of your worship. 
 
To not worship the Lord fully with the best we have is evil! 
 
In the case of Cain, it finally led to envy, then hatred, then murder. 
 
Verse 13: 
 

Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you. 
 
Cain hated Able for his righteousness. Likewise, if you are righteous, the world will 
hate you. 
 
This world is under the power of Satan. The people of this world are given over to their 
lusts. The whole creation is in rebellion against the Creator. 
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Into this world came Christ. His holy life condemned the sin and hypocrisy of the world 
and they hated Him. They hated Him enough to kill Him without any cause. 
 
You became born again but you were still in this evil world. You turned your back on 
the world and its values. You said this isn’t your real home. You declared that this 
world was heading to hell. And your righteous living pricked the conscience of those 
who knew you. 
 
No wonder they hate you. Paul said that we are an aroma of death to them. Our lives 
back up our claim of the necessity of being born again. And our righteous lives and 
our love for one another declare that we have been born again. 
 
If the world does not hate you. If you experience no persecution. Then you have to 
ask, how Christlike is my life? The more we are like Christ, the more they will hate us 
for the world and Christ are enemies. 
 
Verse 14: 
 

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 
brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 

 
We are surrounded by the living dead. They walk, talk, eat and exist – but they are 
dead. Spiritually dead now and destined for eternal death. They don’t know it. They 
walk in deception. But we know it. We know it for we were once living dead but we 
crossed over to the kingdom of life. And it is only from the vantage point of life that we 
see what we were once like. 
 
But, when we were born again and given new hearts, nothing visible changed. A 
glowing ‘E’ did not appear on our foreheads to signify that we are of the elect. There 
is no roll-book that we can look up to see if our names are indeed in the Lamb’s book 
of life. 
 
The truth is that there are times that we doubt the reality of our salvation. John says 
don’t doubt – you can know you are born again. How? Because of your love for the 
brethren. 
 
Loving others is the most unnatural act in the world. Loving ourselves comes naturally. 
Loving anyone or anything else is unnatural. Just look around you. If a man could love 
anything else it would be the members of his own family. But the enormous rates of 
divorce, wife abuse, child abuse and family disintegration bear poignant testimony to 
the fact that loving others is a hard slog. 
 
The unsaved man and woman has no desire to love others and no power to do so. 
The Christian does. The Christian loves the world. That is why so many social 
agencies that love the unlovable began in the church – the Red Cross, the Salvation 
Army, Drug Arm, Prison Fellowship, World Vision. 
 
The church is an unnatural place. Kings and paupers come together to the Lord’s 
Table. Former enemies sing together to the glory of God. 
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Richard Wurmbrand spent fourteen years in prison under the communists of Romania. 
His crime was trusting in Christ. He tells this story of supernatural love. One of the 
pastors imprisoned with him was Dmitri. During one of their regular beatings Dmitri 
was hit on his neck with a hammer and became a quadriplegic. There was no hospital 
care, no medical help. Not even running water or linen to change him. Each day the 
prisoners were taken out as slave labour. Dmitri was left on the floor. He could not 
even raise his arms for a drink. He was helpless till the others returned. 
 
He survived in this hellish state for years until December, 1989. The Ceausescu 
dictatorship was overthrown and the prisoners were released. 
 
Some time after his release, a knock came at the door. It was the communist who had 
crippled him. He said, “Sir, don’t believe that I have come to ask forgiveness from you. 
For what I have done, there is no forgiveness, neither on earth nor in heaven. You are 
not the only one I have tortured like this. You cannot forgive me and nobody can forgive 
me. Not even God. My crime is much too big. I have only come to tell you that I am 
sorry about what I have done. From you I go to hang myself. That is all.” 
 
The paralysed brother, Dmitri, said to him, “Sir, in all these years I have not been so 
sorry as I am now, that I cannot move my arms. I would like to stretch them out and 
embrace you. I have prayed for you every day. I love you with all my heart. You are 
forgiven.”1 
 
That is supernatural love. The natural man cannot love like that. But the Christian who 
knows the incredible love extended to him by God knows that he must love like that 
for that is how Christ loved. 
 
John’s point is this. If the Christian can love an enemy like this, how much more should 
we be able to love our brethren – those for whom Christ died – those we will rejoice 
with throughout eternity? 
 
And when we find ourselves able to love, able to forgive, able to support our brethren 
– all of them – then we know that we have passed out of death into life. 
 
But if we do not find such love resident in our hearts, then John says we abide in death. 
We remain in the kingdom of the living dead awaiting our passing into the land of 
eternal death – hell. 
 
Moody Monthly tells the tale of a church split that started when one man received a 
larger slice of ham at a church lunch than another man. Is this Christian love? 
 
If we hold grudges, if we envy, if we hate – can the love of God reside in our hearts? 
John would tell us that we fool ourselves. The absence of a heart of love is clear 
evidence that we do not have the new heart that comes at the new birth. 
 
Verse 15: 
 

                                                
1 Cited in The Voice of the Martyrs Newsletter, December 1998, p. 4. 
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Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer 
has eternal life abiding in him. 

 
One of the many differences between a human court and the divine court is that the 
human court holds us accountable for crimes we actually commit. The divine court 
holds us accountable for evil desires, even those that did not actually give birth to sin. 
 
That is why looking at a woman in lust is as wicked as adultery. That is why hate is as 
wicked as murder. 
 
Every premeditated murder begins with hate which breeds until it erupts as murder. If 
every negative thought were immediately swamped by a decision to love, the 
mechanism which leads to murder would be short-circuited. 
 
Notice that John has moved easily from not loving to hating. In the spiritual realm there 
are only two realities – light and dark, for Christ and against Christ, love and hate. You 
cannot be somewhere in the middle. 
 
We struggle with this. We might say that there are many people we don’t love, but we 
would deny that we hate them. This goes back to our definition of love. �������� 
speaks of a decision to love. The Good Samaritan had never met that Jew before. He 
didn’t feel love, but he decided to love. The Levite and the Priest who walked on by 
probably didn’t know the man either. They would say that they didn’t hate the man – 
but their decision not to love him showed their heart. 
 
If you decide not to love, by default you hate. If you don’t love these men and women 
and children sitting in this church this morning, you hate them. If you don’t actively 
decide to love them, then by default you hate them. There is no middle ground. And 
your decision to love is always expressed practically. The Good Samaritan decided to 
love and he acted. 
 
So in verses 16 to 18, John gives us a little application. He shows us what this practical 
love looks like. 
 
Verse 16: 
 

We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren. 

 
This isn’t hypothetical stuff. This asks you the question – would you die for the brethren 
sitting around you right now? Do you value them more than you value yourself? 
 
Lack of love leads to murder. Love leads to a willing sacrifice of one’s own life. 
 
How do we measure love? What is the standard? John says it is the sacrifice of Christ. 
We know real love by this, Christ willingly laid down His life for us. He didn’t have to 
do that. But the Creator of the universe in whom there is no sin, willingly laid aside the 
privileges of deity to become man and ultimately to die for us. 
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If we are filled with that same love, we would be willing to lay down our life for our 
brethren. 
 
In His book, Miracle on the River Kwai, Ernest Gordon tells the true story of a group 
of POW’s working on the Burma Railway during World War II. 
 
At the end of the day, the tools were collected from the work party. On one occasion 
a Japanese guard shouted that a shovel was missing and demanded to know which 
man had taken it. He began to rant and rave, working himself up into a paranoid fury 
and ordered whoever was guilty to step forward. No one moved. “All die! All die!” he 
shrieked, cocking and aiming his rifle at the prisoners. At that moment, one man 
stepped forward and the guard clubbed him to death with his rifle while he stood 
silently to attention. When they returned to the camp, the tools were counted again 
and no shovel was missing.2 
 
Do you love these people enough to die for them? 
 
Verse 17: 
 

But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes 
his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

 
Love is a choice. Love costs. If you told your wife and children that you loved them, 
but never hugged them, failed to praise them, didn’t provide for them, weren’t home 
for them – then the words ‘I love you’ become hollow. 
 
You might say in your mind, I love the brethren, but if there is no concrete outworking 
of love, then that statement is hollow. 
 
It is my firm belief that that many Christians would find it easier to lay down their life 
for Christ, than to share some of the material wealth they have with less fortunate 
brethren. Death brings us to the glories of heaven. Sharing just makes us poorer on 
earth – or so we think. 
 
Luther said that the last part of a man to be converted is his wallet. How true that 
seems. 
 
It is easy to say we love the world. We feel sorrow at the pictures of starving children 
in Sudan – but they are half a world away. We know we won’t encounter them. Loving 
everybody in general can be an excuse for loving no one in particular. 
 
The test comes when we come face to face with a brother or sister in need. A number 
of things race through our heads. We might ask if their situation is due to laziness? 
Will they squander any help anyway? Do they really need help? If they do, shouldn’t 
a wealthier person help them? 
 
Well Christ would have a word to you. All the silver and all the gold is His – not yours. 
Whatever resources you have, you are but stewards of it. Everything you have is part 

                                                
2 Cited in John Piper, Future Grace (Portland: Multnomah Books, 1995) p. 256. 



 13 

of the test of where your heart is. And you will give an account of your stewardship 
and your heart. 
 
Consider these words of Jesus in Matthew 25:34-46: 
 

‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. ‘For I was hungry, and you gave Me something 
to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in 
prison, and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You drink? 
‘And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe 
You? ‘And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ And the 
King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did 
it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ … 
 
[And] ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least 
of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 

 
If you fail to love the brethren with concrete material and practical help – you have 
failed to love Christ! 
 
Here is the essence of Christlike love. Christ had everything, we had nothing. Yet He 
gave not just a little, but everything. He gave His own life to save wretches like us. 
 
If we have resources and see a brother in need and we close our heart, how much of 
the love of God can possibly abide in us? 
 
Salvation changes our very nature. We become givers. There is a parable about a 
man who died and arrived in heaven. He declared how grateful he was to be in such 
a wonderful place. He then asked if he might have one glimpse into Hades in order 
that he might appreciate his good fortune even more. 
 
His wish was granted and he saw a long table extending as far as the eye could reach, 
laden down with the most delicious of all varieties of foods. But everyone around the 
table was starving to death. He asked for an explanation and was told, “Everyone is 
required to take food from the table only with four-foot long chopsticks. They are so 
long that no one can get the food into their mouths, and therefore each is dying of 
starvation.” 
 
Quickly, his vision returned to heaven, and behold the new arrival saw an identical 
table, laden down with identical foods. But, everyone around this table was happy and 
well fed. Then he asked, “With what do they take food from the table?” The answer 
came, “Only with four-foot long chopsticks.” 
 
“Then why are all of those in Hades starving to death while all those up here are so 
well fed and happy.” 
 
The reply came, “In heaven we feed each other.” 
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The children of God care more for each other than they do for themselves. 
 
Do you feed the brethren? The people sitting around you are those you will spend 
eternity shoulder to shoulder with worshipping the Lamb. If it is wrong to fail to meet 
the needs of those outside the church, it is incomprehensible to fail to meet the needs 
of those who are closer to you than flesh and blood. You are united to these people 
forever by the blood of the Lamb. You may be the means Christ has chosen to assist 
one of His lambs. 
 
Verse 18: 
 

Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 
 
God didn’t just say He loved the world. He acted, He sent Christ to this world. The true 
child of God is filled with this type of love – active love. 
 
Love that covers a multitude of sins. Love that does not take into account a wrong 
suffered. Love that believes the best. Love that seeks to express itself in concrete acts 
of selfless giving to the brethren. 
 
Yet this type of love does not come naturally. It only comes when our hearts are born 
anew. It comes to those who know the magnitude of the love showered upon us. 
 
Do you love in tongue only? Or do your hands get dirty, your home gets utilised and 
your wallet get emptied in giving to the brethren? 
 
If you ever have trouble loving the saints or forgiving the saints or helping the saints 
then imagine that your best friend approaches you but there is a frown not a smile. 
 
“Have you heard the rumours?” 
 
“What rumours!” 
 
“The rumours about you.” 
 
“What rumours!” 
 
“Someone is spreading the story that you keep your wife in line by hitting her.” 
 
“Come off it! You’re kidding aren’t you?” 
 
“No, I’m not.” 
 
The rumour spread, and everyone who knew you looked sideways at you and 
whispered when you entered the room. But, you knew there was no truth at all to this 
rumour – none. But, the more you denied it, the more people were sure it was true. 
 
One night you dissolved into tears before God. “Oh Lord, how could you let this 
happen? How could you let this falsehood spread unchecked?” 
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As you prayed the room was lit with a tremendous glow. An angel! An angel stood 
there! 
 
He spoke. “Why have you stopped loving the brethren?” 
 
“Why! Why! Because they aren’t worth it. They didn’t believe me. They believed those 
slanders! I have to watch out for myself, no one else does.” 
 
“Listen. The truth about you is worse than any of these rumours that float about. The 
truth is that you aren’t worth it. But God who knows the truth has never stopped loving 
you. God gave everything to save you. Who are you to stop loving your brethren?” 
 
The true child of God grasps the magnitude of the love extended to him and he cannot 
do anything but love his brother. He forgives. He gives. He loves. And in this he knows 
that he is a child of God. 


