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PUTTING THE SPIRITS TO THE TEST 
(1 John 4:1-6  January 24, 1999) 

 
1 John 4:1-6: 
 

BELOVED, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By 
this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus 
is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that 
it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from God, little children, 
and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is 
in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, 
and the world listens to them. We are from God; he who knows God listens to 
us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of 
truth and the spirit of error. 

 
Several thousand years ago after Adam had fallen into the sin of rebellion against 
God, the Lord in His infinite mercy promised a Messiah who would crush the serpent’s 
head. 
 
I would imagine that soon after this incredible promise was made, Satan and his 
trusted cronies would have spent much time planning their next step. 
 
“Where to now O master of evil?” they asked. 
 
“Fools! The way we must take is crystal clear. We know His plan to save men – 
salvation by faith in the Saviour. But, men must hear this truth to believe it.” 
 
“Then bury the truth! Keep it from them!” shouted one eager acolyte. 
 
“No! Men would sense the importance of a hidden truth and die to find it! It would 
become precious to them,” declared the devil. 
 
“Then what are we to do, leave this knowledge of salvation in plain sight?” asked 
another. 
 
“Precisely! If you wish to hide a tree, hide it in plain sight, but hide it in a forest. We will 
fill this world with religions, philosophies and distortions of the truth that will tickle the 
ears of these wretches. We will spawn Hinduism and Islam, evolution and 
communism, atheism and the New Age. Finding the truth will be like finding a needle 
in a haystack.” 
 
“Yet, the Spirit of the Holy One and the distinctiveness of the truth will still attract many. 
We need plans to distract those getting close to the truth. We will also spawn many 
heresies that are near to the truth but mixed with enough error to render them poison. 
We will inspire Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Word Faith movement. We will 
raise up false prophets side by side with the true prophets.” 
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And so it came to pass. The demons worked feverishly to raise up religions, 
philosophies and distortions of the truth to distract the world. And for those who came 
near the truth, they raised up a wall of heresies that were close to the truth but still 
false. 
 
In the days of the Old Testament false prophets arose in Israel to deceive the people 
of God. And the people the kings liked the ear-tickling error of these hell-spawned 
messages. The nation was led astray. 
 
Later, when the early church arose amid a great burst of zeal and power, the demons 
ensured that false prophets arose side by side with the truth prophets in every 
assembly to lead men astray. 
 
The early church was particularly vulnerable to this type of deception. Consider the 
church of Corinth. When Paul wrote his letter of 1 Corinthians, NONE of the gospels 
had been written. In fact the ONLY New Testament books written at this stage were 
James, 1 Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians. It is unlikely that these letters had a 
wide circulation by this early date, and even if they did, these letters give only a brief 
synopsis of Christ and His church. 
 
Basically, as far as written Scriptures went, the Corinthians only had the benefit of the 
Old Testament. And Christ and His church were veiled in mystery in the pages of the 
Old Testament. The ONLY teaching that the Corinthians had concerning the work and 
ministry of Christ came from the Apostles and also the inspired revelation from true 
prophets. 
 
They had the testimony of Paul and they also had the Spirit inspired testimony of 
prophets in their church. 
 
However, the plan of Satan swung into action. Each church was seeded with false 
prophets. Men who would arise with distortions of the truth seeking to deceive the 
saints. 
 
But, God did not leave His church defenceless against these tares among the wheat. 
From 1 Corinthians 14 we find that Paul commanded that when someone claimed to 
be a true prophet and arose in the assembly with a word from God, others who had 
the gift of prophecy were to pass judgment as to whether this was a true word from 
God. 
 
We know that they had to deal with some really difficult situations because Paul 
mentions one in 1 Corinthians 12:3. Here, Paul says: 
 

Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
“Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
These false prophets stood in the Corinthian assembly and declared that the man 
Jesus of Nazareth was accursed.  
 



 3 

Remember, these prophets taught that the man Jesus was possessed by the spirit of 
the Christ. This spirit left the man Jesus prior to His crucifixion, so the one who died 
accursed on the cross was not God, just a sinful man. Therefore, they could say – 
Jesus is accursed. 
 
How were the Corinthians to dispute this supposed prophecy? They didn’t have the 
gospel of John to turn to find that the Word became flesh. They didn’t have the epistles 
to read of the deity of Christ. They only had the Old Testament in which the concept 
of a God-man is veiled. 
 
The Corinthians were dependent on other prophets to sort out the demonic lies from 
the Spirit-given truth. 
 
1 Corinthians was written about 55 AD. Now flash forward in time about thirty years. 
 
The heresies are still springing up in churches and the false prophets are still troubling 
the people of God. But there is a major difference in how the church is to discern that 
these men are deceivers. By the time John wrote his epistle of 1 John almost all the 
New Testament had been written. Only these epistles of John and his Revelation are 
not written. 
 
The churches had the gospels, Paul’s epistles, Hebrews and the other letters. These 
writings were being disseminated through the churches. They had the New Testament 
teaching before them. 
 
By this time the true gift of prophecy had almost faded out. The church was maturing. 
The Scriptures were nearly complete. The people of God now relied upon the word for 
their sustenance and guidance. 
 
So when the troublers of the church arose with their demonic doctrines, John did not 
say, “Let the prophets pass judgement.” 
 
No, in 1 John 4:1-6 he basically said, “Beloved children, you have the word of God 
and the Spirit of God who will guide you into the truth of the word.” Test every spirit by 
the divine measuring stick of the word. 
 
From the time of John until this very day, this has been the method of determining 
truth and error. Does the teaching match the revelation of Scripture? 
 
While we all have this responsibility, there is one group who have a special burden in 
this area. The Lord blessed His church with elders to protect the flock. One of the 
qualifications that an elder must have is holding fast the faithful word which is in 
accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine 
and to refute those who contradict. Elders have a responsibility to teach truth and sift 
out error. 
 
We are surrounded by spirits of the age. Even within the church, we have men who 
claim to be prophets, denominations founded on new prophecy, liberals who deny the 
word and those who claim to be wise in the ways of this age. They present these 
teachings and our heads spin. 



 4 

 
We turn on our televisions and find out that ‘brother’ Benny Hinn is coming to bless 
our fair city with power crusades for healing, prophecy and the fleecing of the sheep. 
The crowds will flock by the tens of thousands. And we will wonder – maybe he does 
speak with God. 
 
We read of young Jehovah’s Witnesses willing to die instead of receive a blood 
transfusion. We think of such faith and wonder – maybe they have the truth. 
 
We hear the arguments of liberals who tell us in no uncertain terms that we are weak-
minded fools to accept the validity of Scripture. It is all an allegory to explain to world 
we live in and comfort the hearts of the less sophisticated. We look at the marvels of 
science and the logic of denying the miraculous and we wonder – maybe they are 
right. 
 
And John would say to us, “Beloved children, you have the word of God and the Spirit 
of God who will guide you into the truth of the word.” Test every spirit by this divine 
measuring stick of the word. Be Bereans! See if these teachings match the Scriptures! 
 
Turn with me to 1 John 4:1 and see the force of John’s words: 
 

BELOVED, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

 
Over the years, I have found that many Christians fall into one of two errors. 
 
The first error is naïvety. If someone in a position of authority in the church, or someone 
who appears to sound biblical makes a statement – they treat it as fact. They are so 
trusting that the concept of false teachers and wolves among the sheep is foreign to 
them. 
 
This dangerous. Wolves will come. They will devour these naïve sheep. Do not believe 
every spirit but test them. 
 
There is a second error – perfectionism. Usually this is found in those who have been 
burned by wolves in the past. Now they find it hard to trust anyone. Every statement 
and action a leader makes is scrutinised down to the last jot and tittle. Any error or 
deviation is leapt on. 
 
Let me say this. While it is true that teachers do need a stricter judgment, Every one 
of us is human. No one is perfect. 
 
We need to understand that there are areas in which good godly men through the 
ages have disagreed. Not in any crucial doctrine of the faith, but in minor areas where 
crucial teachings are not found. 
 
John is speaking of testing teaching in the foundational areas of the faith. 
 
John Stott summarises well: 
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We should avoid both extremes, the superstition which believes everything and 
suspicion which believes nothing.1 

 
John gives the balance here. Don’t believe every spirit – test them against the big 
issues – in this case the deity of Jesus. 
 
To understand this passage, you need to understand something. There are two kinds 
of facts. Spiritual truths and non-spiritual truths. 
 
 

 
 
Non-spiritual truths have to do with areas of life that are common to believers and non-
believers. For example – if I said that there are five ceiling fans in this building – the 
Christian would nod and the non-Christian would nod. Both perceive this non-spiritual 
reality in the same way. 
 
It is this common ground that enables the Christian and the non-Christian to live 
together, work together and communicate. When dealing with things that are purely of 
this life and have no spiritual component – there is common ground. We can both live 
in the world and have a degree of fellowship. 
 
But, and this is a big but, when we move to the spiritual realm, there is absolutely no 
common ground. 
 
The Christian accepts a certain view of this world. He believes that God created this 
world. That man rebelled and rendered himself inherently sinful. He believes that God 
Himself instituted the rescue plan and the plan was for God to become man and die 
for the sins of this world. And for everyone who trusts in the death of Christ to redeem 
him has his sins forgiven. He is saved by faith in the death of the God-man and nothing 
he can do can add to that salvation. 
 
The non-Christian may believe none of this. He may believe much of this. But it is 
impossible for him to believe all of it. 
 

                                                
1 John Stott, The Letters of John (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), p. 157. 
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Why? Because these spiritual truths are discerned spiritually. No one comes to the 
Son but the Father draws Him. 
 
Listen to 1 Corinthians 2:14: 
 

But a natural man [or unsaved man] does not accept the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because 
they are spiritually appraised. 

 
Without the work of the Holy Spirit on our hearts the central truths of Christianity are 
foolishness. God becoming man? A poor itinerant carpenter who lived 2000 years ago 
was the Creator of the universe? His death as a criminal can wash away my crimes of 
today? Giving up our life to gain it? Laying up treasures in heaven? Loving others as 
we love ourselves? 
 
Spurgeon put it this way: 
 

The gospel is preached in the ears of all; it only comes with power to some. The 
power that is in the gospel does not lie in the eloquence of the preacher; 
otherwise men would be converters of souls. Nor does it lie in the preacher’s 
learning; otherwise it would consist in the wisdom of men. We might preach 
until our tongues rotted, till we would exhaust our lungs and die, but never a 
soul would be converted unless there were mysterious power going with it – the 
Holy Ghost changing the will of man. O Sirs! We might as well preach to stone 
walls as to preach to humanity unless the Holy Spirit be with the word, to give 
it power to convert the soul.2 

 
The gospel is foolishness to any man or woman without the Spirit of the living God. 
 
Their reality, their view of spiritual truth is by definition incompatible with ours. An Hindu 
cannot understand the Christ and salvation. He lacks the key to spiritual understanding 
– the Holy Spirit. 
 
Note that John contrasts these two worldviews in verse 6 – the spirit of truth in the 
believer and the spirit of error in the unbeliever. And the source of these worldviews is 
found in verse 3 – one is the Spirit from God, the other is the spirit of the antichrist. 
 
It is the Spirit of God and nothing else that leads men to the cross. 
 
We are in a spiritual battle. In Ephesians 6:12 Paul described this battle for the hearts 
of men: 
 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 
Brothers and sisters, there is a battle going on for your hearts and minds. The Spirit of 
God within you calls you to the simplicity of the truth. But there is another call – the 

                                                
2 Cited in Arturo G. Azurdia III, Spirit Empowered Preaching (Ross-Shire: Mentor, 1998), p. 128. 
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call of the spirit of error. It comes from Satan through the world and appeals to our 
flesh. It calls to our logic, our emotions, our desires. It calls to the part of us that desires 
to be in the world. 
 
It comes in many forms. But every form has at its base spiritual error of one form or 
another. 
 
Men and women are susceptible to error. Ever since Eve listened to the serpent we 
see a litany of Satanic deception. Many false prophets in many guises, with many 
messages have gone out into the world. And John says the only antidote is to test the 
spirits. 
 
The word for ‘test’ is a strong word. It means to repeatedly subject to the strongest 
scrutiny. To see if it stands the test. It doesn’t mean to see if something is close, it 
means to see if something measures up exactly in every respect. 
 
In a hermetically sealed, dust-free vault in Paris is a very special lump of metal. It is 
the standard 1 kilogram weight. At sea level under standard barometric conditions this 
weight sets the standard for all the metric weight systems of the world. It cannot be 
touched for a fingerprint would affect its weight. 
 
It is the standard. All other 1 kilo weights are judged by whether they match this weight 
exactly. 
 
In verses 2 and 3, John gives the standard by which we are to measure the spirits who 
say they speak the truth: 
 

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus 
is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that 
it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

 
One of the greatest mysteries of the faith is the Trinity. Within the Godhead there are 
three persons. The Father who is the architect of creation and salvation. The Son who 
was the instrument of creation and salvation. And the Spirit whose task it is to draw 
men and women to acknowledge and worship the Father and the Son. 
 
Listen to John 15:26: 
 

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the 
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me. 

 
And John 16:14 
 

[The Spirit of Truth] will glorify Me. 
 
The task of the Holy Spirit is to testify concerning the truth of Christ and to give Christ 
the glory He deserves. 
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The Spirit of God within a man will lead Him to declare the truth about Christ and to 
glorify Christ. That is why in 1 Corinthians 12:3 Paul could say: 
 

No one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed.” 
 
Spiritual utterances that derive from God the Father will never deny the truth about 
Christ. 
 
Instead, the true Spirit of God confesses that: 
 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. 
 
The truth is that the gospel grates against men. There are different points that grate in 
different cultures and ages. For us it is often the idea that we can do nothing to be 
saved. Our intellect, our works, our technology, our abilities – nothing can add to the 
finished work of Christ. We want to believe that we add to our salvation some how. 
Sola Fide doesn’t sit well at the end of the ‘I can do it’ century. 
 
For the Corinthians the difficult part of the gospel to swallow was that God would 
willingly become man. Their culture had taught them that flesh was evil. Only the spirit 
within the man was pure. The concept of the Christ taking on flesh was abhorrent. 
 
Even worse, the word John uses for ‘come’ is a perfect tense verb. It means that from 
the moment Christ became flesh in Mary’s womb, a fleshly body was a part of His 
identity. After the resurrection he still had a body. It was flesh, a different flesh to ours 
but still flesh. 
 
This seemed somehow sick to the Greeks. It didn’t mesh with their grasp of how things 
should be. 
 
It just didn’t seem right. But the problem was not in Christ becoming flesh. The problem 
was in the Greek idea that separated spirit and flesh and said the spirit is good and 
the flesh is bad. This is not a biblical worldview. 
 
Christ had to become man to live and die for us. There is no other gospel. If Christ did 
not become man, there is no cross, no death in our place for our sins and thus, no 
salvation. As the God-man He is our sacrifice, Saviour, High Priest and mediator. 
 
Christ becoming flesh is not shocking. It is magnificent. It is the greatest act of love 
imaginable. It is the heart of the gospel. And the Spirit of God loves to draw the hearts 
of men to this truth. The true prophet will declare: 
 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. 
 
If the Spirit of God dwells within you and if you love Jesus – then you will delight to 
bear testimony to Christ and to give Him glory. Telling others of the Christ who saved 
you should be one of the highest joys of this life. 
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However, the spirit which is not from God has a different task. Far from testifying to 
Christ and glorifying Him, the satanic spirit’s task is to obscure the truth and worship 
of the Lord. 
 
This can be through lies which contradict Christianity, or through lies which alter 
Christianity at strategic points. 
 
Martin Luther expressed his thoughts on this in this way: 
 

If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the 
truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the Devil are 
at the moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be 
professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is 
proved, and to be steady on all the battlefield besides is mere flight and disgrace 
if he flinches at that point.3 

 
In the churches of Asia Minor, the strategy was to attack them at their weak point. 
Preach much truth but wage the war at the point of the deity of Jesus. The Greek mind 
struggled over the concept of God as a man – so attack at that very point. Verse 3: 
 

Every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
 
Every spirit which denied that the child Jesus of Nazareth conceived in the virgin womb 
of Mary was God, is the spirit of antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming. 
 
John had told them before to beware. The wolves were coming. Antichrists were 
coming. Now they were not just at the door but tearing at the flock, they are already in 
the world and in the church. 
 
I doubt that any of us would sympathise with anyone who would say such atrocities as 
Jesus is accursed. But variations on the theme are tuned to appeal to our age. 
 
The liberals claim to have shaken off the superstitions of fundamentalist belief. Jesus 
was not God – just a good man from whom we can learn much. 
 
The Mormons appeal to our pride by saying that we are little gods in the same way 
that Jesus is a little god. 
 
The Jehovah’s Witnesses claim Jesus to be none other than the archangel Michael, a 
created being. 
 
These heresies appeal to us. Often the words sound the same. Christ died for us. His 
blood atones for us. We are saved by faith. But the Christ they teach is not the Christ 
of Scripture. Their teaching will not save. Instead it will condemn men to the pit. 
 
John appeals to us – test these spirits – are they of God or the antichrist? 
 

                                                
3 Cited in Francis A. Schaeffer, The God Who Is There (Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 1973), p. 18. 
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It sounds easy – but it isn’t. Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. His heresies 
tickle the ears and taste like honey. They deceive many. 
 
As a young Christian I met weekly with a Mormon. I thought I would have him 
converted in a few weeks. We studied the word. He showed me why Jesus could not 
be God. Then we moved to the prophecies of Joseph Smith. He introduced me to his 
friends, some of the nicest clean-cut people I have ever met. And I was so confused 
about the truth I thought I would go mad. 
 
Which of us has not stood toe to toe with a JW or a Mormon and not been shaken by 
their convoluted sweet sounding words? 
 
Which of us has not listened to a faith teacher and hoped that they might be right? 
 
Which of us has not looked at the zeal of a Moslem, the piety of a Buddhist or the 
reasoning of an atheist and had our faith shaken? 
 
Which of us has not wondered – is the gospel true? 
 
Satan has done his work well. We are surrounded by religions, philosophies and 
twisted Christian cults. There is no way our mind could sort out the issues and find the 
way to the heart of truth. At times we really question the reality of our faith. 
 
But God knew this problem and provided the lifeline to the truth. 
 
Verse 4: 
 

You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is 
He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

 
The true Christian will not be overcome by the spirit of the antichrist but will overcome 
them. Overcome in the sense of testing them and determining that they teach a spirit 
of error. 
 
How do we do this? By the One who is in us. We possess the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
truth from God. Or as John puts it earlier in this epistle, we have anointing from God 
which teaches us all things. 
 
We know the gospel is true and our salvation is sure because the Spirit within us bears 
testimony to its truth. God’s spirit speaks to our spirit in a wonderful way. The spirit of 
God is the assurance of our salvation. 
 
And when we read the word, the spirit guides us into the truth the Lord placed there. 
 
Have you ever wondered why so many cults and even other religions use the Bible as 
a Holy Book but when they read the Bible they come up with a totally different 
interpretation? 
 
An unsaved person can come to the Bible. They will read the same words. They will 
grasp the basic storyline. They can even appreciate some of it on a moral level. On 



 11 

one level the Bible is a book like Moby Dick that the Christian and the non-Christian 
can both come to. 
 
But, the Scriptures are far more than a book. It is the living word of God. It is the 
message of salvation. It is spiritual food. And on this level it is impossible for the 
unsaved man or woman to accept these truths concerning Christ and salvation. 
 
It is impossible for they lack the key to understanding. They lack the Spirit of God. The 
Spirit unlocks the mysteries and makes them live. But, the Spirit guides the child of 
God into truth. 
 
Just listen to the way Jesus put it in John 10:27-28: 
 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give 
eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out 
of My hand. 

 
The true sheep, the one under the power of the Spirit responds to the true Shepherd. 
And Satan will not be able to lead the true sheep astray. 
 
I find this one of the most comforting verses in Scripture. No one will snatch them out 
of My hand because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. The Spirit 
of God will keep us safe to the end. We will persevere and not be led astray. 
 
When push comes to shove, the true child of God will reject error and cling to the truth 
that saved them. 
 
Verse 5: 
 

They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world 
listens to them. 

 
The cults will never lack for followers, finances or resources. They are from the world 
and they speak a gospel attractive to the world. Health and wealth, little gods, earning 
salvation – whatever the slant, it is attractive to the world and the world responds en 
mass. 
 
And even in the child of God there will be a tug a pull to these false gospels. But in the 
end we will overcome through the Spirit of God. Why? Verse 6: 
 

We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God 
does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

 
The true Christian is from God. He is born again through the work of the Spirit and he 
comes to know God. And the Spirit within him gives him discernment of truth and error. 
 
He listens to truth not error. 
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Understand that when John says, “He who knows God listens to us,” this is not pride 
speaking. Far from it. John is speaking as an Apostle, filled with the Spirit of God, 
speaking spiritual revelation. 
 
The true child of God hears these words and says – Amen! 
 
The child of the world listens and says – Foolishness! 
 
Only the child of God responds to the voice of the shepherd. 
 
Finally, John says, “By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 
 
Some have said that what this means is that we have the Spirit of God within us and 
we just intuitively know what is right. We can sit in a sermon, or listen to someone 
speak and if it is false teaching our gut just doesn’t sit right. It sounds wrong, it smells 
wrong, it feels wrong. 
 
That may be, but our gut is not the final arbiter here. The gut is the final arbiter for the 
Mormon. Ask him how he knows the Book of Mormon is true and he will say that his 
breast burns. Indigestion is not a sign of spiritual truth. 
 
No the key here is the line – He who knows God listens to us. He who knows God 
listens to the inspired Apostles and prophets. We compare everything to the living and 
active word of God which they left for us. And the Spirit of God will lead us into the 
truths of the word. 
 
Brothers and sisters, the battles we fight today are sometimes similar and often 
different to the ones John and the churches of Asia Minor faced. But the war is exactly 
the same. It is a war for your hearts and minds. 
 
No church is immune from the war. The agents of deception will knock on our doors. 
They will write books that end up in our hands. We work with them. And they will arise 
right here in these very pews. 
 
They will come with a gospel that sounds plausible, even correct. But unless it is the 
gospel delivered once for all to the saints it is poison. It might deny the deity of Christ 
or salvation by faith alone or the priority of the Word. It might come with overtones of 
compromise – the Mormon or the Catholic or even the Moslem are children of God 
and our brothers in the Lord. 
 
But John would say to you – do not believe every spirit! Put them to the test! Line them 
up against the Word of God and scrutinise every foundational doctrine. Look behind 
the words they utter – what do they mean by those words? 
 
What are those foundational doctrines? You don’t have to reinvent the wheel. The 
great councils of the church and the great confessions of faith have spelled them out 
for us. 
 
Anything that departs from the basic doctrines held fast by the church through the 
ages is to be viewed with intense scrutiny. Does it match the word? 
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And if you find yourself in a situation where confusion reigns, sit and pray. You have 
the Spirit of God who delights to lead you into the truth of Christ. Pray and search the 
Word. 
 
In this sea of error, we will not be led astray. We have the Spirit to encourage us to 
cling to the word and see it through to the end. 


