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LOVE BEYOND DEGREE 
(1 John 4:7-12  January 31, 1999) 

 
1 John 4:7-12: 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. The one who does not love does not know God, 
for God is love. By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent 
His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. In this 
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides 
in us, and His love is perfected in us. 

 
John says that God is love. What does that mean? 
 
It goes far beyond the mere thought that God loves. 
 
I might say that Dena loves me. I could say that Dena is my love. I could say that Dena 
manifests great love. I could never say that Dena is love. Only God is love. 
 
But, what does it mean that God is love? 
 
I have thought long and hard about this over the last week. A full understanding of this 
truth will always be beyond us. But the closest we can come is to look at how this 
intrinsic character of love is manifested in God’s response toward us. God’s dealings 
toward a sinful people give us the best glimpse we have of what it means to say that 
God is love. 
 
God created this universe. He created man and woman as the pinnacle of His created 
order. Above the sprawling galaxies. Above the glories of nature. 
 
He created a perfect home for mankind. Eden was glorious beyond imagining. And 
when God was done with His creation, He said, “It is very good.” 
 
And how did man show his gratitude for this incredible outpouring of love? He spurned 
the care of God and chose to ignore the command of the Lord and ate from the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
Yet even in the midst of this tragedy, we see grace and mercy. Amid the consequences 
of the fall comes a promise that there would be a Redeemer, One who would crush 
the serpent’s head and undo the evil of the fall. 
 
How did man respond to this act of love? The first child born into this world murdered 
the second child born. 
 
Evil flourished. It became so bad that when the LORD looked on this world, He saw that 
the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually. 
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God had no choice but to destroy this incredibly wicked people. Yet, in His love He 
spared Noah and seven others from the worldwide destruction. And how did Noah 
thank God for this love? He became drunk and one of his sons looked on his 
nakedness. 
 
This new world was soon as wicked as the one lost in the deluge. Men conspired to 
build a tower to become like God. And God confused their language and they were 
scattered. 
 
But God chose one man from the midst of this rebellious world and He chose this man 
to be the father of a mighty nation. He drew him many miles to the promised land. He 
enabled Abraham to overcome the might of kings. He made a great covenant of 
deliverance with him and God Himself passed between the pieces of an offering to 
show His commitment to this covenant. God showed Abraham His hatred of sin and 
power to overcome sin in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
And how did Abraham respond to this awesome display of love? He lied about Sarah 
being his wife not once but twice and when God promised a son, his wife scoffed at 
the possibility. 
 
Yet, this son of the promise was born. And Isaac saw God spare his life on Mount 
Moriah. Yet his thanks was to lie about his wife as his father had done. 
 
And his sons were great examples of fidelity. Esau who despised his birthright. And 
Jacob the schemer, Jacob the deceiver. Yet, despite all of this, God protected Jacob 
and caused him to prosper in incredible ways. 
 
And what of the other patriarchs, Jacob’s sons? Two deceived a town and murdered 
them. One slept with his father’s concubine. Another refused to follow the law and give 
his son to his widowed daughter-in-law. Ten of them sold one brother into slavery, lied 
about it, nearly broke their father’s heart and kept deceiving him for years. 
 
Yet God was faithful to this rebellious nation. He took them into Egypt and protected 
them there for 400 years. They matured into a mighty nation. But their thanks was to 
neglect the Lord. 
 
Yet God was faithful. He raised up a deliverer. And the thanks Moses gave for this act 
of love was to find excuse after excuse not to go to Pharaoh. On the way to Egypt, 
God almost had to kill him for his disobedience in not circumcising his son. 
 
Despite the whining of the people, God delivered Israel in an awesome display of 
power. Their thanks for this love was complaints. No water. God gives them water. No 
food. God gives them quail and manna. God miraculously provides for them. And more 
than that, God in and act of incredible love gave them the blessing of His law and the 
covenant with Moses. 
 
And what is the people’s response to this incredible act of love? To build a golden calf 
and bow in worship to this idol. 
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But the God of grace still takes them to the threshold of the promised land. But they 
cry, the people of the land are giants, we only have God on our side. The result is forty 
years of wandering and grumbling. Not even Moses makes it into the promised land. 
 
God then takes the children of the grumblers into the promised land. And the thanks 
for this incredible love? They degenerate into a rebellious rabble. Oppressors arise. 
And God sends a deliverer, a judge. The thanks for this deliverance is rebellion and 
apostasy. God sends deliverer after deliverer. And these deliverers turn show their 
thanks be becoming very flawed men. And the thanks of the nation is summed up in 
these words: 
 

Every man did what was right in his own eyes. 
 
They didn’t want God as king. God relented gave them a king. He was everything the 
people wanted. But he led them to disaster. 
 
And God digs into the well of love and gives them a great king, a man after God’s own 
heart. And what does this great king do? He commits adultery, murder and numbers 
the people. His son marries foreign wives who bring in foreign religions. And then 
Solomon’s son acts the fool and divides the nation. 
 
In Israel there are no good kings. In Judah, the bad kings outnumber the relatively 
good. And if a good king like David commits murder and adultery, it is no surprise that 
the acts of these wicked kings was beyond comprehension. Their apostasy, idolatry 
and blasphemy were legendary. 
 
Yet, God still loves His people. He delivers them and protects them. He sends prophets 
to warn them. And the thanks for this love? Spiritual adultery and the murder of the 
prophets. 
 
Finally, the rebellion is too much. The Northern kingdom ignores the pleas of the 
prophets and is carted off into captivity by the Assyrians. The Southern kingdom fails 
to learn from this rather clear lesson. She ignores the pleas of the prophets and finally 
the great city of Jerusalem is devastated. The people are cut down and scattered. And 
even in the midst of their punishment, they still play the harlot with the gods of the 
lands. 
 
Yet, God who is love is faithful. He preserves His people and in a display of power, 
brings a remnant back from captivity to the land. But where is the thanks for this love? 
The Temple remains unfinished. The worship is second rate. It takes much goading 
by Haggai and Zechariah just to get a third rate Temple built. And then the people 
return to their apostasy. They pervert the law, ignore true worship and live for this 
world. 
 
There in a thumbnail sketch is the history of the Old Testament. Do you know what 
you have just heard? You have heard the spiritual pedigree of the people of God. Your 
spiritual pedigree. The pedigree of God’s people is apostasy, rejection, failure, and 
repeatedly spurning the love of God. Even the best of men failed God dismally. 
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It is not pretty. The history of the people of God is one abject rebellion and sin in the 
face of one act of incredible love after another. 
 
The truth is that time and time again, justice would cry out to God – annihilate this 
petty world. Their stench reaches beyond heaven. And time and time again, God who 
is love showered totally undeserved mercy and grace upon a sinful people. 
 
Every man woman and child ever born has rebelled against God. We are by nature a 
rebellious and adulterous people. We are not a people whose hearts constantly yearn 
for the holiness of God. 
 
This is the backdrop to the entry of Christ to this world. This is the backdrop to the 
words of Paul in Romans 5:8: 
 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
Jesus, who is God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 
The Israel of the first century was totally corrupt and apostate. True worshippers were 
barely existent. The nation was depraved. The leaders were heretics. The people 
impure. 
 
And Christ gave up everything to enter this world, to live among a people of unclean 
lips and to be put to death by them in order that His sinless life might redeem them. 
 
The contrast is complete – the intractable sin of man and the unrelenting love of God. 
 
Some have asked me why we have the Old Testament. Why not start with the New 
Testament? 
 
If I tell the man in the street that he is a sinner, he might think about his indiscretions 
and laugh them off, they aren’t too bad. I’m better than most. 
 
I tell him that God is love. And he says – what about that earthquake in Colombia this 
week? What about the children who suffer at the hands of paedophiles? 
 
But, then we go to the Old Testament. With a track record like this, who can deny that 
man is intractably sinful? Who can deny that man is wicked beyond words? 
 
And who can deny the incredible grace, the glorious mercy and the extended patience 
of God who is love? 
 
The mercy of God in the face of our black, black sin is the clearest glimpse we have 
of the love of God. 
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The history of the Old Testament is our history. We are a people who spurned the love 
of God, rejected His grace and rebelled. Yet, the God who was so faithful to faithless 
Israel is so faithful to us. 
 
It is only in the context of God’s dealings with this world, and God’s dealings with us 
that can we even begin to grasp the faintest concept of what it means to say, God is 
love. When we begin to see the unrelenting wickedness of man, and the incredible 
love of God in the face of that wickedness, then we begin to understand what it means 
to say – God is love. 
 
If God were merely holy or just, mankind would have ended the moment Adam’s hand 
touched the forbidden fruit. Mankind would have instantly been banished to hell for all 
eternity. But, His love made possible His longsuffering, grace and mercy. 
 
That God is love is one side of the coin. But, the fact that God is love affects the hearts 
of those who belong to God. As those who know they deserve nothing but the pit. As 
those saved entirely by the love of God. As those who know the depth of the love 
showered upon us. We in turn must manifest that same love to each other. 
 
Those who have been shown mercy and love become a people of mercy and love. 
Anyone who understands the love of God cannot do anything but reflect that love. 
Those who do not love each other have never really understood the incomparable love 
of God. 
 
This has been a long introduction I know, but this is the background to John’s words 
to us found in 1 John 4 verses 7 to 12. Without this contrast – the incredible love of 
God in the face of the intractable wickedness of man – without this imprinted on our 
hearts we won’t grasp the force of John’s words. 
 
Look at verse 7: 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 

 
This verse is the summary statement for this section. John begins with a call for the 
saints to live in an atmosphere of brotherly love. This is the whole point of this passage. 
We are to live ruled by a true love for the saints. 
 
But love for others is the most unnatural way to live. Here is the pecking order that 
comes naturally for our love. Love for self is the mount Olympus of natural love. Every 
one of us is born with a great bent toward self-love. Then very secondary is our love 
for those we care about deeply – spouse, children, close friends. Down a few notches 
further are those we like, those we get on with, those like us. 
 
However, our love for these groups is very conditional. If they are nice to me and 
meeting my needs then I will love them. The truth of this conditionality is all around 
us. Every week thousands of men and women marry and swear undying love and 
fidelity to each other. Things go fine until he or fails to please me. Then this so-called 
undying love is replaced by one of the deepest hatreds known to man. 
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Love for others is not natural. It is decidedly unnatural. That is why they can have all 
the Dayton Peace Accords they want and we will still have wars. That is why we can 
have all the court sponsored conciliation hearings they want and we will still have 
divorce. 
 
John knows the depravity of man better than anyone. He stood on Calvary and 
watched men nail the sinless Son of Man to the cross. He knows love is decidedly 
unnatural. 
 
That is why he says: 
 

For love is from God. 
 
What drives a man like Graham Stains to take his family from Brisbane to India to 
minister among militant Hindus who took his life and the lives of his sons? Love from 
God. 
 
What drove Corrie Ten Boom to shake the hand of the former prison guard who 
abused her in the concentration camp? Love from God. 
 
Unnatural love. Supernatural love. Love from God. 
 
The type of love that believers have is in stark contrast to the love of the world. That 
is why John can say: 
 

Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
 
If true love is unnatural and not found in the unsaved man or woman, then when true 
love is present, it indicates that it must be due to the work of God. 
 
True and abiding love for the saints is one of the marks that God has placed on those 
that are His. It marks them out as bearing the abiding Spirit of God. 
 
I have to pause here for a moment. Some of you might want to argue with John at this 
point. Some might want to argue that many non-Christians bear the marks of true love. 
Love is not necessarily a mark of Christian salvation. 
 
Mother Theresa lived her life in the slums of India tending the outcasts. Surely this is 
true love? 
 
Many Moslems have dedicated themselves to assisting the poor, the orphans, the 
needy. Many great philanthropists were no lovers of Christ. Are these not acts of love? 
 
John knew this argument would arise, so he answers it in verses 9-12. Basically, his 
argument is this. A Christian and a non-Christian might both perform an act of charity, 
say, giving alms to the poor. But while the action is the same, the sacrifice is the same, 
the motive is always quite different. 
 
Why does the non-Christian put the few alms into the outstretched palms of the leper? 
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The religious non-Christians do it to earn their salvation. Apart from Christianity, every 
religion I know of includes acts of charity in some form or another as one of the ways 
of earning salvation or nirvana or good karma or whatever the term is they use. 
 
The atheistic non-Christian does it for a variety of reasons. To ease the conscience. 
To relieve the sense of pity felt. To feel that one has done one’s bit for the less 
privileged. To show the world what a good chap I am. 
 
The non-Christian, religious and atheist alike, puts the alms into the palm for selfish 
reasons. I am earning my salvation. I want to feel good. I want to be noticed by god or 
by man. 
 
The true child of God does not love out of selfish motives. When the child of God sees 
a beggar there on the street, he sees himself. 
 
You are a beggar. A debtor to the mercy of God. You are a charlatan, a rebel, a worm. 
And God showered you with mercy rich and free. 
 
The true child of God cannot respond with a hard heart. He must reflect the mercy 
shown to him. Everything he has is given to him by God. He doesn’t deserve it. He is 
just a steward of it. 
 
Do you see the difference? True love is not a function of any particular action. True 
love is a function of a heart of gratitude. True love does not seek to get. It seeks to 
give in response to the love of God. 
 
Matthew 18:21-35: 
 

Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against 
me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to 
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. For this reason the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him. But since he did not have the means to 
repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and 
all that he had, and repayment to be made. So the slave fell to the ground and 
prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay 
you everything.’ And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him 
and forgave him the debt. But that slave went out and found one of his fellow 
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke 
him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ So his fellow slave fell to the ground and 
began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’ 
But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should pay back 
what was owed. So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. Then 
summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not also have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’ And his lord, 
moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all 
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that was owed him. My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of 
you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” 

 
John and Jesus are saying the same thing. It is the mercy of God showered on our 
wretched souls that leads us to love one another. 
 
Notice how John makes this point. Verse 9: 
 

By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 

 
The love of God is manifest in many ways. We know that throughout eternity, there is 
a love relationship between God the Father and God the Son. We know little of this 
love for we do not live in the eternal sphere. 
 
But the love of God is also manifest in this sphere. It is manifest in many ways, 
creation, sustenance, providence and the like. But without question, the greatest 
manifestation of the love of God is Christ. 
 
The first line of verse 9 is best translated: 
 

By this the love of God was manifested among us. 
 
In the sphere in which we live, the coming of Christ is the greatest act of love possible. 
Why? 
 
Because God sent His only begotten Son. 
 
‘Only begotten’ is a hangover from the King James. It is a very poor way to translate 
the Greek word. Only begotten was based on a mistranslation of the Latin Vulgate. It 
seems to imply that Jesus was begotten or created by God. 
 
In fact this word actually means unique. There is none like Christ. There is no sacrifice 
that could have been greater. 
 
Yet, even our word ‘unique’ is not strong enough. Peter is my unique son. I have three 
wonderful daughters, but only one son. He is unique in that sense. 
 
Let’s assume Dave and Leanne have a boy. As their only child, Davey Jnr would be 
even more unique than Peter. But this still falls far short of the concept implied in this 
word. There are many baby boys in this world. But there is only one Christ. 
 
The Trinity is not the Quadrinity, Quintity. There is only one Christ. 
 
Moreover, from eternity past, God the Father and God the Son existed in a love 
relationship unique to the Trinity. There is no way for us to ever grasp the concept of 
love within the Godhead. The relationship God has with Christ is unique. So far beyond 
any human relationship that we can’t even begin to grasp the sacrifice it would be to 
send Christ to this world of sin. 
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Yet, that is precisely what the love of God did. God sent His unique Son into the world: 
 

So that we might live through Him. 
 
In eternity past, in the council of the Godhead, it was decreed that Christ would come 
to die for us. God did this in the full knowledge of our rebellion, our intractable sin, our 
ingrained apostasy. 
 
Love sent Christ to this world, to live among a rebellious people who would despise 
Him, spit on Him, lash Him and nail Him to a tree. Why? So that He might save them. 
 
This is love. Nothing else can compare with this. True love is sacrificial. True love 
costs. Whether it is sacrifices for our children, giving to God or laying down our life – 
true love costs. If it costs us nothing, it isn’t love. 
 
But, the total of our assets – life, family, money, health, resources, abilities – they are 
far less than a pinprick compared to incredible sacrifice Christ made. Christ did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bond-servant. This is love. 
 
Verse 10: 
 

In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 

 
For centuries Christians have argued about the faith. The debate uses many terms – 
Calvinism and Arminianism. Sovereignty and free will. Often there is more heat than 
light. You know me. My heart is with the system broadly termed Calvinistic because I 
believe it reflects Scripture. But this verse encapsulates the heart of my Calvinism. It 
is not that we loved God, but that He loved us. 
 
The entire Scriptures are a very, very vivid testimony to the truth of this fact. Man does 
not set out to love God. Man sets out to love man. Oh some go seeking for the higher 
power who made them. But they don’t go because of abject shame at their evil deeds. 
They don’t go to fall down in heartfelt remorse at their sin. They don’t go to give every 
fibre of their being in worship of the Holy One. 
 
No! They go seeking salvation – earthly or eternal. They go seeking help. They think 
they are not too bad. Better than most of the savage beasts of humanity. If the truth 
be known, if anyone deserves salvation – they do. 
 
Let me say this. This is not love for God. This is love for self. And apart from the work 
of the Spirit on our hearts, no man can love God. That is why David writes so truthfully 
in Psalm 14:2-3: 
 

The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men 
To see if there are any who understand, 
Who seek after God. 
They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; 
There is no one who does good, not even one. 



 10 

 
This is not hyperbole. This fact! No one decides to love God. No God decides to love 
him. None one would seek God unless God first sought him. 
 
An anonymous poet summed the truth up in these words: 
 

I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 
He moved my soul to seek him, seeking me; 
It was not that I found, O Saviour true, 
No, I was found, was found of Thee. 
 
I find, I walk, I love; but the whole 
Of love is but my answer, Lord to Thee! 
For Thou wert long beforehand with my soul, 
Always, always Thou lovedst me. 

 
When the child of God is saved, he seeks the Lord, only to find that it was the Lord 
seeking Him. And we find that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 
 
Do you see the word there translated propitiation or in some translations atoning 
sacrifice? The concept underlying this word is the justice of God. Sin demands 
punishment. But a propitiation pays the penalty of sin. It bears the justice of God. It 
turns aside the wrath of God. Christ is our propitiation. 
 
I want you to understand the gravity of this. We sinned against a holy God. There is 
no way we could ever pay the penalty for our sins. No amount of suffering by us could 
ever atone for our sins. The only reason that the suffering of men goes on eternally is 
that other than the sacrifice of Christ there is no way to pay for sins. While the sin 
remains not dealt with, so the punishment must go on. 
 
But, for Christians who love God, Jesus did pay an acceptable penalty for sin. He lived 
His entire life in complete holiness. The thirty-three years lived before the cross are 
just as important as the six hours on the cross. Jesus could not have become man for 
six hours and died for our sins. He had to be born, live righteously as a man and die. 
And His entire life had to be sinless. Only the sacrifice of a righteous man was 
acceptable to God. And only a God-man could live this type of life. 
 
That is why in chapter 2 verse 1 John says that the propitiation for sins was Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 
 
The justice of God would allow the death of a righteous man to atone for sinners. 
 
Paul put it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:21: 
 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
This sinless one became sin on the cross for us. 
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Honestly, mere human minds will never fully grasp this. It is beyond us. God becoming 
man. The divine retribution. An innocent man bearing our sin. Christ bearing our sin. 
The wrath of God poured out against Him. 
 
Greater minds than ours have been crushed over this. All I know is that the Bible says 
that God was pleased to accept the death of the righteous Christ as payment in full for 
my sins. 
 
This is love. 
 
John now moves from a theology lesson to application. Verse 11: 
 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
 
John has painted us a fresco. On that fresco we are reminded in the clearest possible 
way of our sin. Our wretchedness. Our lostness. The fact that we deserve nothing 
except hell. Yet, God has showered us with mercy, undeserved mercy. And not a 
thimbleful of mercy, an endless torrent of mercy in the form of the death of Christ. 
 
How ought we to respond to this? What kind of people ought we to be? John says: 
 

We ought to love one another. 
 
Love for the saints is not an optional extra, some Christians have it, some don’t. No 
true Christian can do anything else but love the saints. 
 
This world doubts the love of God. Earthquakes, the death of a loved one, poverty, 
crime – how can God love this world? 
 
But, we have the blinders removed. We know the unbelievable outpouring of love 
lavished on us. Therefore, it is impossible for us to lock this love up in our hearts. We 
have to love the saints. 
 
Let me say this, there is a sense in which our love is to be universal. Galatians 6:10 
tells us: 
 

So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people. 
 
As those loved by God, we have an obligation to love all men, but Paul goes on: 
 

And especially [to do good] to those who are of the household of the faith. 
 
We have a special burden to love those who are fellow saints. 
 
God loved the saints enough to send Christ to die for them. We will spend eternity at 
the foot of the throne of grace with them. Yes they are undeserving wretches. But so 
are you. And Christ died for them. 
 
Who are you to decide not to love a fellow sinner for whom Christ gave everything? 
When we understand that nothing good dwells in us. When we understand that we 
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fully deserve nothing but hell. When we grasp the magnitude of our salvation, then 
love will flow from us in absolute gratitude. 
 
Verse 12: 
 

No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, 
and His love is perfected in us. 

 
God is spirit. No one has seen Him. However, God who is love, took on human form 
in the person of Jesus Christ. And Jesus could say, if you have seen Me, you have 
seen the Father. 
 
But, Christ has returned to glory. And no one will see Him until the end of the age when 
He shall return in glory with the angel’s of His Father. 
 
No one has seen God. No one presently sees the Son. But that does not mean that 
no one can see the love of God. For God’s Spirit dwells within us, turning us from 
lovers of self to those who love like God. That is how God abides in us. That is how 
the world sees God in this age. 
 
The love that values others more than self is an unnatural love. It stands out. That is 
why Jesus could say in John 13:35: 
 

By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 
another. 

 
When the Spirit of God engenders Christlike love in our hearts and we practice 
consistent love to the brethren, the love of God is perfected in us. We become radiators 
of this selfless unnatural love. And the world stops in wonder and asks, “From where 
does such love come?” 
 
The early church turned the known world upside down through their love. Those who 
had sold it to give to those in need. No sacrifice was too great for a brother, even one’s 
own life. 
 
The church in Macedonia had such a great love for the brethren in Jerusalem, men 
and women they had never met, that in a great ordeal of affliction they gave liberally 
out of their poverty to the collection for the saints in Jerusalem. And the world 
marvelled. 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 1:8, Paul said this of the church in Thessalonica: 
 

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so 
that we have no need to say anything. 

 
The world stood in wonder at the love and fellowship of the saints. They wanted to 
hear of the God who could change the hearts of men and women in such a way that 
divine love was manifest so liberally. 
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I cannot help but compare this with the church today. Now we are told that to reach 
the lost, we need seeker-sensitive services, jazzy music, children’s ministry, 
community facilities and the like. 
 
John would say, “No! You need to manifest the love of Christ. By this will all men know 
you are His disciples.” True revival is based in part upon true love. 
 
Unfortunately, I cannot think of too many neighbours who have come banging on our 
door asking breathlessly, “From where did this love among you spring?” I cannot think 
of too many men and women who have been stunned by our love. 
 
And that made me ponder. Do we, as individuals and as a church, really grasp the 
magnitude of God’s love to us? Do we really look in the mirror and see a vile sinful 
wretch who deserves hell yet is snatched from the pit by the grace of God? Do we 
understand the sacrifice of Christ for us? 
 
When we look at each other, what do we see? Do we see those for whom Christ died? 
Do we love them with the love with which Christ loved us? 
 
How have you loved these saints tangibly this week? I could give you a list of ways 
you could show love. But then your love might be the same as a non-Christian, done 
out of expectation to soothe the conscience. 
 
No this week, look in the mirror. Don’t leave it until the face that you see looking back 
is a worthless sinner. Part of the race that has rebelled and flaunted the grace of God. 
Then see that face saved by the ultimate sacrifice. Then when your heart is filled with 
wonder at the mercy of God, you will love the saints. You have to love them. 
 
If there is no deep and abiding love, then John says you are not born of God. 
 
But as those born of God, may our hearts and lives reflect the love of the One who 
first loved us. 


