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SPIRITUAL PRIVILEGES – Part 1 
(1 John 4:13-21  March 28, 1999) 

 
1 John 4:13-21: 
 

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us 
of His Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
abides in him, and he in God. We have come to know and have believed the 
love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides 
in God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we 
in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because 
fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We 
love, because He first loved us. If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have 
from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also. 

 
Even though it drives my wife crazy, I have been known to indulge that particularly 
male habit known as channel surfing. On a few of these occasions I have had the 
misfortune to watch a minute or so of Briz 31 with its menagerie of charismatic 
superstars. I have watched Rodney Howard-Browne scream, “Fill, fill, fill.” I have seen 
men and women barking, twitching, falling, laughing and doing things that ten years 
ago would have had every charismatic pastor I know of looking to exorcise the demons 
from them. Now these manifestations are billed as the work of the Spirit. 
 
I hate that portrayal of the Holy Spirit. 
 
However, I believe that at times I have been guilty of reacting to these excesses and 
going to the other extreme. I have found myself preaching so much against what the 
Spirit does not do, that I can tend to forget to emphasise what He does do. 
 
The truth is that light without heat is just as bad as heat without light. 
 
While the Scriptures never describe the work of the Spirit in terms of making men and 
women laugh, bark, fall, vomit or otherwise lose control – we must never assume that 
the word is silent on the incredible privileges that do flow from being filled with the 
Spirit. 
 
The passage we are going to look at today has been described as the high point in 
the first epistle of John. This passage directly addresses this question of the blessings 
that flow from being filled with the Spirit. 
 
We need reminders such as this, for we can become blasé about our salvation. We 
can live lives little different from your average, respectable unsaved man and woman. 
We can take the privileges of salvation for granted. Or worse we can doubt the reality 
of our salvation. 
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In these nine verses, John pauses to remind us of the 2 spiritual privileges that are 
the birthright of believers. 
 
He introduces this idea in verse 13: 
 

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us 
of His Spirit. 

 
One of the greatest thorns in the side of Christians is a lack of the assurance of their 
salvation. While it is good to examine ourselves to see if we be in the faith, many saints 
are hamstrung in their Christian life by fear that they are not truly in Christ. 
 
John knows this fear. In Chapter 3 verse 24 he stated the one definitive proof of 
salvation. Here in verse 13 of Chapter 4 he repeats it. We can know that we abide in 
God and God abides in us because He has given us of His Spirit. 
 
John echoes the words of Paul from Romans 8:9: 
 

If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 
 
Salvation is impossible without the Spirit of God. We are helpless to know our sin or 
respond to the gospel without the enabling of the Spirit of God. 
 
And conversely, there is no such thing as someone who is indwelt by the Spirit of God 
who is not saved. 
 
Notice that we are like branches attached to the vine – the union is two way. Through 
the Spirit, we come to dwell in God and God comes to dwell in us. 
 
Great! That is all very well for the theologians. But that doesn’t help the poor tormented 
saint in the pew who just wants to know if he has the Holy Spirit. How can we be sure 
that the Spirit of God abides in us? 
 
This is where much of the controversy of the past century has arisen in Christian 
circles. All orthodox Christians believe that you have to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit to 
be saved. But at the moment of salvation, does something occur that tells you that the 
Spirit entered your life? 
 
I personally believe that this is much of the attraction of the charismatic movement. 
The charismatic movement says – Oh you can know if you have the Spirit. You will 
exhibit spiritual phenomena. You will speak in tongues. You will laugh with holy 
laughter. You will prophesy. 
 
This is attractive. How do I know that I am saved? When I prayed the sinner’s prayer, 
I began to speak in tongues. I know I am saved, and everyone around me knows that 
I am saved. It is something that appears concrete. Something to hang the hat of 
salvation on and drive the doubts away. 
 
The only problem is that Scripture nowhere links these manifestations with the saving 
work of the Spirit of God in the believer. These are never listed as proofs of salvation. 



 3 

What is more, Mormons, Hindus, Satanists and the like can point to exactly the same 
proofs. 
 
Thus, there is a great danger in attempting to turn these manifestations into proof of 
salvation. Not only are they not listed in Scripture as proofs of salvation, but as far 
back as 1974, George Gardiner commented on what happens when you look to these 
signs for assurance in his book, The Corinthian Catastrophe: 
 

So the seeker for experience goes back through the ritual again and again, but 
begins to discover something; ecstatic experience, like drug-addiction, requires 
larger and larger doses to satisfy. Sometimes the bizarre is introduced. I have 
seen people run around a room until they were exhausted, climb tent poles, 
laugh hysterically, go into trances for days and do other weird things as the 
‘high’ sought becomes more elusive. Eventually there is a crisis and a decision 
is made; he will sit on the back seats and be a spectator, ‘fake it’, or go on in 
the hope that everything will eventually be as it was. The most tragic decision 
is to quit and in the quitting abandon all things spiritual as fraudulent. The 
spectators are frustrated, the fakers suffer guilt, the hoping are pitiable and the 
quitters are a tragedy.1 

 
The catastrophe comes from looking to validate the Christian experience using the 
wrong criteria. 
 
But, that doesn’t mean that there are no spiritual phenomena, no evidences that mark 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. There most definitely are marks of the Spirit’s 
presence. And John lists them now. 
 
If you are in God and indwelt by the Spirit: 
 

• You will know God’s Son. 
• You will know God’s love. 

 
Initially you might be disappointed. Knowing God’s Son and knowing God’s love 
seems not to be as definitive or as exciting as speaking in tongues. But, far from it. 
These are the greatest blessings of the Christian life. These are unshakeable proofs 
of the Spirit’s blessing. 
 
It is true that when you became a Christian, there was no earth shattering change. No 
tongues of fire, no speaking in Chaldean. No mark on the forehead. You looked and 
felt pretty much the same. 
 
BUT, if you are saved, there were changes in your life. Objective changes that you will 
see and the world will see. 
 
Basically what the Holy Spirit does in the life of a believer is to reverse the effects of 
the fall. When Adam fell all mankind became subject to the curse. And the fall affected 
every part of us. 
 

                                                
1 Cited in Arturo G. Azurdia III, Spirit Empowered Preaching (Ross-Shire: Mentor, 1998), p. 49. 
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It affected our bodies. We are subject to disease and death. The Spirit undoes this, 
but not in this life. We still get colds, cancer and migraines. We all die. But, at the 
resurrection our new bodies will no longer be subject to the effects of the fall. We will 
no longer become ill or die. 
 
Another way the fall affected us was it altered our minds. Our minds became darkened 
to spiritual realities. We could no longer understand God, His plan for us and His ways. 
Left to our own resources we would never know God. 1 Corinthians 2:14: 
 

A natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised. 

 
However, at salvation, the scales are removed. Finally we can understand the things 
of God. What was foolishness to us now becomes truth and power. 1 Corinthians 1:18: 
 

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 
The other area of our life affected by the fall is our heart. Our relationship with God is 
soured. We fail to grasp His love for us and we have no ability in us to love God or 
love our neighbour. 
 
Then at salvation, we are given a new heart, a heart that knows the love of God, a 
heart that loves God and a heart that loves others. 
 
It is true that the work of the Spirit in restoring our minds and hearts is not perfect until 
glory. We will never know perfectly or love perfectly until we are before God in eternity. 
But, when the Spirit enters our lives, for the first time we can grasp the truth of who 
Jesus is and what He has done. The cross becomes power rather than foolishness. 
And our selfishness is dampened. We become lovers of God and lovers of others. 
 
These effects are only seen in someone who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. They are 
your proofs of salvation. Therefore, John points to these two very changes as evidence 
of salvation. 
 
I decided to break this message into two parts, to look at one of these evidences this 
morning and the other this evening. 
 
Considering recent events, the past few weeks have been heavy and depressing to 
say the least. But, this passage is a breath of fresh air, a ray of great hope and joy. 
 
Ezekiel 8 and 9, the passage we were due to look at this evening is heavy. It details 
the corrupt worship of Israel. I decided to give us all a break and leave that for a few 
weeks. Next week is Easter. A great time of rejoicing. Also, there is no evening service 
that day. By the Sunday after, I think we will all be better ready to tackle some heavy 
passages again. 
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So today, let’s just have a double dose of this great passage, morning and evening. 
This morning we will look at the first manifestation of the work of the Spirit in the life of 
a believer. 
 
John says that those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit will know God’s Son. 
 
Look at verses 14 and 15: 
 

We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, 
and he in God. 

 
How do you prove any historical event? This is not just an academic question. There 
are men and women who have written books claiming the holocaust never occurred. 
They maintain that the story of the holocaust is just a Jewish conspiracy to slur the 
name of the Nazis. 
 
You weren’t there in Auschwitz. Most of you weren’t even born then. How do you 
decide whether the Nazis did indeed torture, starve and gas millions of men and 
women simply because they were Jews? 
 
You listen to the testimony of men and women who were there. Around the world, the 
testimony of survivors, guards, witnesses, anyone who saw the truth is being 
videotaped for posterity. So when someone says – it didn’t happen – we can say, “here 
is the testimony that it did.” 
 
John says: 
 

You were not a witness to the life, ministry and death of the Son of God. I was 
and so were the other Apostles. We saw Jesus. We touched Him. We sat at 
His feet. Cried with Him. Ate with Him. Suffered with Him. We saw Him die. We 
saw Him risen from the dead. Therefore, we testify to you the truth that the 
Father has sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world. He came to undo the 
effects of the sin. He came to save fallen men and women. To restore a world groaning 
under the effects of the fall. 
 
John and the Apostles testified to this truth. They saw His glory on the Mount of 
transfiguration, His love, His power over sin and death. 
 
However, it is all very well for John to testify to this. But, John knows full well that this 
testimony can only save you and me if we accept it as truth. We are saved when we 
own Christ as Saviour. As we trust in His shed blood for the remission of sins. As we 
cling to the cross as our only hope. 
 
But, John also knows that his testimony sounds like foolishness to the ears of men. 
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. 
 
Do you realise how ridiculous the gospel sounds to the unsaved man and woman? 
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God who always existed. God who created the farthest reaches of the universe. God 
who fashioned galaxies and nebulae. God who controls the destiny of worlds. 
 
This God became a one-celled being in the womb of a teenage girl. This God who 
lived outside time moved laboriously through the phases of embryo, to foetus, to birth 
to childhood, to adulthood. This God lived among men. He ate and cried and slept. He 
was angry and laughed. He performed miracles of power and yet few believed Him as 
to who He was. He lived in poverty and was finally executed by the authorities of the 
day. And Christians maintain that this very execution can wipes away the many, many 
deeds of wrongdoing committed by men and women 2,000 years later. 
 
When we reduce the gospel to its bare skeleton, we realise why it is so foolish to a 
rational world. 
 
And yet, this is the gospel that turned the world of the first century upside down. This 
is the gospel that has claimed the hearts of men and women for millennia. They live 
for this truth and they die for this truth. This truth is the power of God unto salvation. 
 
How can this be? How does anyone ever come to the point of confessing that Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, the executed criminal is the Son of God who lives and reigns on 
high? 
 
John tells us. The Spirit abiding in the heart of man opens his eyes to the truth. The 
blinders are removed. Our dark minds are illuminated. The spiritually blind now see. 
 
Wesley put this awakening so well: 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night. 
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray: 
I woke—the dungeon flamed with light! 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

 
If God did not send the quickening ray to open our darkened minds fast bound in sin, 
shut up in nature’s night, then the dungeon of our souls would never flame with light. 
 
Scripture is not silent on this. You were dead in your trespasses and sins. Your mind 
was blind to spiritual realities and it was absolutely impossible for you to ever grasp 
them. 
 
Jesus understood this so well. It forms much of His teaching on the final night of His 
life. The Last Supper was a monumental evening. The disciples suffered a series of 
crushing moments followed by magnificent hope. 
 
Their sin in not stooping to wash Christ’s feet was highlighted by their bickering over 
who was the greatest. The news that one of their number would betray the Lord would 
have shaken them to their innermost being. 
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The promise of the inauguration of the new covenant would have been tempered by 
the fact that this meant Christ’s death. Even worse when this news sunk in Peter 
asked, “Lord, where are You going?” And the reply from Jesus was shocking, “Where 
I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.” (John 13:36). 
 
These men had left everything. Their nets, their tax tables, their lives to follow Christ 
and become fishers of men. Now Christ was leaving. Death would separate them and 
they could not follow Him at this time. 
 
How could they carry out the task of proclaiming the gospel to all nations without the 
presence of Christ? This dilemma became even worse for them. In John 15:5 Jesus 
highlights this truth which they had learned the hard way: 
 

Apart from Me you can do nothing. 
 
On their own, how could these powerless men tell a world with blinded eyes that Jesus 
is God? This is the same world that put the real Jesus to death. Even these disciples 
who at times were so slow to catch on understood this. 
 
They were being given an impossible task. But Christ does not leave it there. He gives 
this great promise. 
 
John 14:16-18: 
 

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with 
you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with 
you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

 
I am going. But I will send you another Helper, another Helper who is every bit as 
powerful as I am. He is the Spirit of Truth. Why such a name? 
 
John 15:26: 
 

When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the 
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me. 

 
The Holy Spirit will do this impossible thing. He will empower your testimony about 
Me. The Holy Spirit will open blind eyes to the truth. 
 
John 16:8-11: 
 

When [the Spirit of truth comes] comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe 
in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no 
longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has 
been judged. 
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It is the Holy Spirit’s task to do this impossible task. To show men the truth of Christ. 
This is the great ministry of the Spirit. Not falling or barking or laughing. Testifying to 
Christ is the great work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
J.I. Packer gives this illustration of the work of the indwelling Spirit in testifying to us of 
the Son: 
 

I remember walking into a church one winter evening to preach on the words 
“He shall glorify Me,’ seeing the building floodlit as I turned a corner, and 
realising that this was exactly the illustration my message needed. When 
floodlighting is well done, the floodlights are so placed that you do not see them; 
you are not in fact supposed to see where the light is coming from; what you 
are meant to see is just the building on which the floodlights are trained. The 
intended effect is to make it visible when otherwise it would not be seen for the 
darkness. And to maximise its dignity by throwing all its details into relief so that 
you see it properly. This perfectly illustrates the Spirit’s new covenant role. He 
is, so to speak, the hidden floodlight shining on the Saviour. Or think of it this 
way. It is as if the Spirit stands facing us. The Spirit’s message to us is never, 
“Look at Me; listen to Me; come to Me; get to know Me,’ but always, ‘Look at 
Him, and see His glory; listen to Him, and hear His word; go to Him, and have 
His life; get to know Him, and taste His gift of joy and peace.’ The Spirit, we 
might say, is the matchmaker, the celestial marriage broker, whose role it is to 
bring us and Christ together and ensure that we stay together.2 

 
The very fact that a man or woman confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, confesses 
that Jesus is the God man who is the Saviour of the world – this very testimony is 
evidence that God abides in him, and he in God. 
 
No one comes to the Son but the Father draws Him. Anyone who has the spiritual 
blinders removed and can see the glory of the Son shows evidence of the work of the 
Spirit in their heart. They could never know the truth of Jesus apart from the Spirit 
enlightening their eyes. 
 
The word for confession John uses is ����������. ������ means ‘to say’. 
���� means ‘the same as.’ So confession literally means – ‘to say the same as.’ We 
agree with God the Father, God the Spirit and the Scriptures as to the identity of the 
Son. He is the God-man incarnate as Christ who died for the sin of the world. 
 
Of course confession that Jesus is the Son is only a starting point. True confession of 
Christ leads to confession of our sin, true faith in the God-man, love for God and man, 
repentance and lifelong obedience to the Son. John makes these things very clear 
throughout this letter. 
 
However, the converse is also true. As John has pointed out throughout this epistle, 
anyone who fails to confess that Jesus is the Son of God does not abide in God. No 
matter what else they may believe. No matter how zealous their works. No matter how 
much we might want them to be saved – they cannot be. For if they had the Spirit, He 
would have testified to them the truth about Christ. 

                                                
2 Cited in Arturo G. Azurdia III, Spirit Empowered Preaching (Ross-Shire: Mentor, 1998), pp. 50-51. 
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In his innermost being, the true saint trusts in the great truths of the gospel. The deity 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and His saving work on the cross. This is his pledge 
of salvation. 
 
So it is no surprise that it is at this very point that many of the fiercest attacks have 
come. These truths that are so precious to the child of God are attacked – the virgin 
birth, the deity of Christ, the atonement, the resurrection. These things are the heart 
of the gospel. 
 
But these things are irreconcilable to the mind of an unsaved man. And the church is 
pressured to capitulate just at the very point of her majesty. 
 
In 1954, Martyn Lloyd-Jones said this: 
 

It is being said that the chief need of the Church today is to repent because of 
its ‘lack of unity’ … we would suggest that before she repents of her disunity, 
she must repent of her apostasy. She must repent of her perversion of, and 
substitutes for, ‘the faith once delivered to the saints.’ She must repent of setting 
up her own thinking and methods over against the divine revelation in Holy 
Scripture. Here lies the reason for her lack of spiritual power and inability to 
deliver a living message in the power of the Holy Ghost to a world ready to 
perish.3 

 
The truth of Christ. The faith delivered once to the saints. This is our glory. This is our 
hope. This is our salvation and on this the true saint will never move. 
 
But the reason these truths are so maligned is that it takes the divine Spirit of God to 
open blinded eyes to who Jesus Christ is. Without the testimony of the Spirit no man 
or woman ever born would accept the testimony of the gospel. 
 
But, that is why John can say: 
 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. 

 
The very fact that you trust the gospel is proof that you are a child of God! It is 
evidence of the Spirit’s work in your heart. 
 
Brothers and sisters, here we tread the edge of a mystery. Can I explain the virgin 
birth – no! Can I explain God as man – no! Can I explain the atonement, or the 
resurrection, or salvation by faith – no, a thousand times no! In fact, I cannot think of 
a single point of doctrine that I can fully wrap my mind around. I am lost in the wonder 
of these truths. 
 
But do I believe them? Yes, a thousand times yes! 
 

                                                
3 Cited in Arturo G. Azurdia III, Spirit Empowered Preaching (Ross-Shire: Mentor, 1998), p. 32. 
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Why? I am a doctor. Trained in the hard sciences. I think I am a rational man. My 
training tells me that I am a fool to accept such absurdities. So why do I reject the 
wisdom of my human teachers and accept what seems impossible? 
 
Because the Spirit of God testifies that what John and the other Apostles passed on 
to the saints of every age is true. The very fact that I have no doubts as to the truth of 
what my humanity says should not be true, this is the testimony of my salvation. 
 
If you trust in the death of the God-man for your salvation – it can only be the work of 
the Spirit of God in your heart. 
 
Mormons speak in tongues, Hindus speak in tongues, the occult speaks in tongues – 
but only the child of God confesses that Jesus is the Son of God. This is the true 
evidence of the Holy Spirit at work in the heart of man. 
 
The testimony of tongues fades, but the testimony of faith in the God-man Jesus 
cannot fade. 
 
How do I know that I am saved? Basically the answer is this. When you tear all the 
layers away there are very few things I know for sure. 
 

I don’t know why God would send His Son to die for wretches like us. 
I don’t know how God became man. 
I don’t know how the death of Christ atones for my sin. 
I don’t know how God can take my decayed, putrefied body and raise it from 
the dead. 

 
But while I don’t know the why and the how of these truths – I know them as truths. 
My rational mind cannot grasp them but the Spirit within testifies to their absolute truth. 
The very fact that I know the truth about Christ and trust Christ with all my being is an 
iron-clad guarantee of my salvation. 
 
I would not trust these truths apart from the work of the Spirit in my heart. 
 
I know the truth of 1 Corinthians 1:18: 
 

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 
This message of the cross that is foolishness to the world, actually saved me from the 
flames of hell. 
 
There will come times when you will doubt your salvation. When you will struggle with 
questions about your eternal destiny. Can a sinner like me be saved? Am I deceiving 
myself? Am I really an apostate? 
 
It is not wrong to ask these questions. But the answer to them does not lie on our 
sinlessness or our understanding the mechanism of salvation. The answer lies with 
these words of John. Have we confessed that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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Do you truly believe this foolish gospel? Do you truly believe that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the God-man who died for your salvation? Do you trust Him for your life? 
 
Your faith in Him drive will away the doubts. Your faith in Christ is the tangible evidence 
of your salvation. In Ephesians 1:13-14, Paul gave these wonderful words: 
 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

 
Everyone who hears the message of truth, the gospel of salvation and believes it – 
they are sealed in Him with the promise of the Holy Spirit. Only those who are truly 
saved can believe the gospel. And the indwelling Spirit is a pledge of our glorious 
inheritance in Christ. 
 
This word for pledge is the word that came to be used of the engagement ring. The 
Spirit is a tangible expression of your life in Christ. More tangible than any miraculous 
manifestation could ever be. 
 
When the dark days come, when the doubts assail, when you need reassurance – this 
is where you need to head. This is where faith will drive away doubt and restore the 
joy of your salvation. 
 
Many years ago, Daniel Whittle wrote a hymn that I often sing to myself. When doubt 
creeps into my soul. When I wonder about my salvation and my assurance in Christ, I 
often turn to this hymn. I believe it expresses the hope of these verses in a wonderful 
way: 
 

I know not why God’s wondrous grace 
To me He hath made known, 
Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love 
Redeemed me for His own. 
 

But ‘I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.’ 

 
I know not how this saving faith 
To me He did impart, 
Nor how believing in His Word 
Wrought peace within my heart. 
 

But ‘I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.’ 

 
I know not how the Spirit moves, 
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Convincing men of sin, 
Revealing Jesus thro’ the Word, 
Creating faith in Him. 
 

But ‘I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.’ 

 
I know not when my Lord may come, 
At night or noonday fair, 
Nor if I’ll walk the vale with Him, 
Or meet Him in the air. 
 

But ‘I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.’ 

 
If you cling to the truth of Christ to which the Spirit testifies and know who you have 
believed and trust Him to keep that which you have committed unto Him against that 
day – then brethren, you have made sure of your calling. You abide in Him and He 
abides in you. 


